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Chairman's Report For Twinning AGM - Fri 10th July 2015 

It was our turn to visit Lavaré again this year and on the 13th May, we travelled in an Easton’s luxury 

coach expertly driven by Carl to a very warm reception in Lavaré.  

Visits included a trip in the first afternoon to La Ferté Bernard, a town quite close to Lavaré where we 

caught small electric self-drive day boats. The sun was shining and the trip along the canal was 

beautiful. Rather than going straight back to the coach, we had a walk to and around the Cathedral 

which was a most unusual one. We then took the coach to Dollon where we were given a tour of the 

Mechanical Music Museum with demonstrations of many instruments, even an accordian which played 

using a digital memory card (built recently by the museum owner himself). 

That was the visits on the Thursday. But something rather special occurred during the morning which 

was a French Cookery lesson in Lavaré itself which was an experience and much enjoyed by all. 

The English helped a French chef and his Assistant to prepare a 3-course lunch of local dishes and we 

have a sheet of separate recipes. When not in the kitchen everyone had a go at archery by the lake. 

The French set tables for lunch and served up the food, along with wine, followed by coffee or tea. 

During lunch there was a downpour including thunder and lightning which cast doubts on the boat trip 

that afternoon! 

There were good-natured mutterings about the English doing all the hard work in the morning and the 

French doing all the eating at lunch time. However, the reality was that the English really enjoyed the 

cooking session and a good lunch was had by all, in true French style with aperitifs and wine with the 

sit-down meal.  

Friday was another full day out, 1-1.5 hour coach journey to Amboise where we visited the Leonardo 

da Vinci Museum, which was housed inside the Palace and gardens where he spent the final 3 years 

of his life. There were many models of various inventions he designed, which were way ahead of his 

time. 

Lunch was a two course meal with wine and coffee at a restaurant close to the Chateau D'Amboise - 

lovely food and company. We had an hour free to wander round the town before meeting again for a 

guided tour of the Chateau D'Amboise. 

The Soirée was in the Village Hall in the evening, starting with aperitifs at 9pm, then a 4 course meal 

interspersed by a magician doing tricks and a disco playing music for dancing. A semi-formal 

exchange of gifts including a speech from both the Old Catton Chairman and the Lavaré Mayor. More 

dancing before finishing around 1.30am! 

We have continued to raise funds in order to finance outings and the Soirée for the French when they 

come over. In March this year, we ran a quiz to raise funds, including soup & dessert, open to the 

wider community, with around 50 attending. All appeared to enjoy themselves and our bank account 

enjoyed a welcome boost by just over £400 net as well! We'll be repeating the exercise early in 2016. 

 



With reference to fund raising, please remember to support the Twinning Association when you are 

ordering stuff online and information of how you can do this through Easy Fundraising .com is on our 

Twinning web site. 

The migration of all our computer documents since 2011 over to Google Drive is now complete, 

including the records of our accounts which are kept electronically. And thanks to Keith for taking this 

on board. The only paperwork is expenditure slips, order forms and bank statements. The Association 

Database is also held in Google and everything is tripled backed-up to the cloud online. Google hosts 

our twinning website, free of charge and we also have a Facebook account. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Parish Council for its continuing support of the Old 

Catton Twinning Association, albeit at a reduced rate. 

Thanks are also due to the Twinning Committee and partners, to all those who helped make the 

recent visit so successful and to all members who have supported us in one way or another, even 

simply renewing their membership.  

Long term, there is pressure on our membership with reducing numbers. It seems that there is a 

move away from European Twinning and people are now very busy and seem reluctant to get 

involved for all sorts of reasons. 

Nicolas Massé, the Mayor in France, has set a precedent of not being willing to host someone who 

can't or won't have anyone back. This is something I will be discussing with him by phone in the 

coming months and must be addressed. It may be that future visits will more of a visit between 

friends rather than a more formal cultural exchange as has happened in the past. 

We have been bolstered this year by new members and our website appears to have played a 

prominent part in new members joining. If you are speaking with any prospective new members, 

please remember to have the presence of mind to refer them to our website which has videos, history 

and perhaps most importantly of all, social proof that we are a group of people having fun in the UK 

and in France. People on the internet now look instinctively for this type of social proof when browsing 

and this is not something that you alone can provide.  

To refer people to the site, please direct them to: Old Catton Twinning.co.uk  and you can do this even 

if you are not on the internet yourself. You no longer need the www bit on modern internet browsers. 

It's... Old Catton Twinning .co.uk  and should be very easy to remember. Or they can search for <Old 

Catton Twinning> on Google - We dominate the first page of a Google search. 

With the pressure on numbers, things may have to adapt in terms of how we travel over to France in 

the future. Time will tell how this develops and we will keep you advised. 

I am planning on standing again as Chairman next year unless there is anyone else who wishes to be 

considered for the post. 

Richard Moore, Chairman of Old Catton Twinning Association 


