
Tips for Living in a Primitive Camp 

I will be honest with you, these suggestions will take some effort on 

your part, but it will make for a better Primitive Camp.  I don’t know 

how many times I looked at photos someone took of an Adventure, 

Trace, or Rendezvous and the first thing to catch my eye was 

something out of place…I am talking about something modern.  

Soda cans and plastic bottles/containers are two examples.   

Following you will find some helpful tips on keeping up a Primitive 

Appearance in your Primitive Camp. 

Food Containers: 

Metal Containers, square ones work better, can be used to store 

many different kinds of items.  Bread, crackers, cookies etc…can all 

be stored in metal containers.  Most of us are not lucky enough to 

have one of the old metal containers that Saltine Crackers came in 

long ago but they work great for bread.  But there is hope, find 

yourself some of the modern metal candy or cookie tins and with a 

little work you have a primitive looking container.  The work I am 

talking about is “Japanning” the container.  You do this by burning 

off the container, inside and out, in a fire.  Use steel wool and 

remove everything down to the metal surface.  Then coat it with 

some oil or paste wax to keep from rusting.  They take on the 

appearance of an old piece of tin ware. 

Glass Containers, with wire bail snap lid or cork stopper, can be used 

to store eggs, flour, oil, etc…  Use plain glass containers not the ones 

with designs painted on.  Let’s use eggs as an example.  It’s simple; 

you break open the egg shell and drop the contents into the glass 

container.  Throw the egg shell away.  If the yokes don’t break while 

you crack the shell and deposit the contents into the container they 

will not break in the container.  When in camp just pour the desired 

number of eggs out of the glass container that you want to use. 



Brown Waxed Paper works for meat.  Take the meat out of the plastic 

container it comes in and wrap in the brown waxed paper.  I you 

can’t find brown waxed paper make your own.  Tie the package off 

with some string and freeze before the event. 

Always forgetting the Can Opener?  Well you don’t need one.  Open 

the cans at the house and pour the contents into the glass 

containers mentioned above.  Problem solved.  If you do need a can 

opener, try a P-38 or some call it a John Wayne.  They are small and 

are easily concealed. 

Salt, pepper, and other spices can be placed in small glass containers 

or using salt as an example…in a salt horn.   

Instead of drinking that soda out of the can or bottle pour it into a 

mug and enjoy.  Better to walk around with a tin cup or clay mug 

than the modern can or bottle. 

Trust me; it will make your Primitive Camp life easier and more 

enjoyable.  Less worry about hiding things, just take the items out of 

your cook box or cooler and straight to the table with ease.  You 

have less trash to worry about and it helps your camp to look right. 

Camp Gear: 

Can’t afford one of those expensive Hudson Bay Blankets to keep you 

warm?  Try this.  Get yourself a cheap wool blanket, cut a piece of 

canvas the same size as the blanket, dye it brown, and sew them 

together back to back.  This makes for a nice warm blanket. 

Instead of using a piece of plastic as the floor to your lodge, try 

using a cheap canvas painter’s tarp.   They can be purchased rather 

cheaply and they come in different sizes.  You can even get them 

with a plastic backing.  Plastic side down and canvas side up 

please!! 



Wooden Boxes are great.  They can be used instead of Rubbermaid 

Containers to keep your food in as well as to hide your cooler.  

Material for your craft projects look much better in wooden boxes 

then in Rubbermaid or plastic containers also. 

No matter how hard you try not to, you WILL have trash to throw 

away.  Purchase yourself some burlap material and sew together a 

trash bag cover to fit the size trash bags you use.  

Burlap bags work to hide many things in your camp.  So do canvas 

bags.  I like canvas bags better due to the fact they are stronger and 

just look better to me.  

Finally, what do you sleep on?  If it is a cot or air mattress, you 

might want to check into making a camp bed.  You can find designs 

for camp beds that are fairly simple to build.   

Newcomers to primitive camping and those who are just curious 

seem to want to look around your camp.  This is good.  Talk to them, 

show them what you have.  Some want to look into your lodge.    

What will they see if they do?  If you don’t want anyone looking into 

your lodge keep the ties tied tight at all times.  If you leave it open 

make sure it is primitive looking inside as well. 

Remember, it does take more work to hide something and to keep it 

hidden than to make and keep everything primitive looking from 

the start.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


