
Black Walnut Dye and Ink 

 

The Black Walnut is an imposing tree that has a long history of use by people.  American 

Indians utilized the tree for its nuts and tapped the trunk for sap to make syrup.  The 

American Indians and Pioneers used the husk of the fruit to make dye to color their 

homespun cloth.   

 

The Black Walnut fruit ripens in October and has a yellow-green husk that encloses the 

nut.  The dye from the Black Walnut will vary from an indelible yellow from immature 

husks to an indelible black from mature husks.  This dye is colorfast, lightfast. 

 

NOTE:  The dye from Black Walnuts will dye EVERYTHING…including skin.  It does 

NOT come off!!  If you get it on your skin it will take a very long time for it to wear off 

naturally as there is no known, skin safe, cleaning solvent that will remove it!!   

 

Black Walnut trees produce a substance called juglone which is highly toxic to many 

other plants and some animals. 

 

Instructions for producing Walnut Dye: 

 

Materials: 

 

 Whole Walnuts 

 Large Pot 

 Wooden Spoon (Will be stained a beautiful brown color.) 

 

Process: 

 

 Collect the Walnuts.  (The nuts with the hulls still on.) 

 Crush the Walnuts 

 Put the crushed Walnuts in a cloth bag. 

 Place bag of crushed Walnuts in a large pot. 

 Cover with water. 

 Boil for an hour or two or longer if necessary.  (The darker the liquid the darker 

the dye.) 

 Remove the large pot from the heat and let bag of Walnuts soak overnight. 

 Remove bag of Walnuts and discard. 

 Strain liquid to remove all solids. 

 Add 1TSP Vinegar (Used to inhibit mold growth.) 

 

When you are ready to dye your material, warm the dye bath.  Dampen your material first 

in clear cool water and then immerse it into the warm dye bath.  Stir the dye bath 

frequently.  Allow the material to steep until the desired color is reached.  Allow the 

material to air dry.  While the material is drying do not let it get wet in any way.   

 



Some people dye the material it before they make the item they are wanting.  Others 

make the item and then dye it.  It is up to you. 

 

The dye can also be used to stain wooden baskets and wooden camp furniture.  Indians 

even used Black Walnuts to stain their arrow shafts. 

 

STORE DYE IN GLASS STORAGE CONTAINERS!!  The dye is strong enough to eat 

through plastic containers if stored long term.  For long term storage keep the dye in the 

freezer if possible. 

 

Instructions for producing Walnut Ink: 

 

Materials: 

 

 Whole Walnuts 

 Rusted Cast Iron Pot 

 Wooden Spoon (Will be stained a beautiful brown color.) 

 

Process: 

 

 Collect the Walnuts.  (The nuts with the hulls still on.) 

 Place Walnuts in the pot. 

 Cover with water. 

 Simmer for 8 hours then let soak for another 16 hours. 

 Strain to remove all solids. 

 Reduce the liquid that is left by half. 

 Add 1TSP Vinegar (Used to inhibit mold growth.) 

 

If you do not have a rusty cast iron pot…any pot will do…just add a handful of rusty 

nails to the mixture. 

 

When you reduce the liquid you want the result to be the consistency of ink. 

 

STORE INK IN GLASS STORAGE CONTAINERS!!  The ink is strong enough to eat 

through plastic containers if stored long term.  For long term storage keep the dye in the 

freezer if possible. 

 

 

ONLY THE HUSKS ARE NEEDED TO MAKE THE DYE OR INK.  YOU CAN 

REMOVE THE HUSKS AND SAVE THE NUT FOR EATING/COOKING 

PURPOSES.  BLACK WALNUTS ARE HARD TO SHELL AND THEY WILL STAIN 

EVERYTHING, SO KEEP THAT IN MIND!! 

 


