UHN Postdoc Association Meeting: Friday May 4th, 1pm, MaRS room 4-204

The UHN Postdoctoral Association will be holding a meeting on Friday May 4th at 1pm in the MaRS Centre, TMDT Tower, room 4-204.  Please see below for meeting details.

Summary of agenda items to be covered:
- Potential tax changes for postdocs for the coming year
- Postdoctoral Seminar Series initiation in coming month - volunteers requested!
- Feedback on postdoctoral policies, training opportunities is being invited from University
- Call for nominations to UHN Postdoctoral Association Board of Directors and Officer positions
- Abstract reviewers requested for MBP Student Research Symposium

All postdocs are welcome to come to the meeting to discuss these, and other important issues of relevance to postdoctoral fellows involved in research at the UHN.  The UHN Postdoctoral Association is a forum to discuss issues of concern to postdocs at the institute, and a voice to offer suggestions for improvement to the postdoctoral situation to hospital and University officials.  It is also a chance to meet postdocs outside of your own lab or institute.

If you cannot attend the meeting, please send an e-mail to ocipda@gmail.com and 1) indicate if you are willing to give a postdoc seminar series presentation in the next few months, 2) please send a list of all papers published with your name as first author (for purposes of showing the importance of postdocs to research at the UHN), and 3) indicate if you or someone you know would be interested in nominating / being nominated for an officer position or position on the Board of Directors of the UHN Postdoc Association.

Thank you, and I hope to see you all there.  The next UHN Postdoc meeting will be tentatively scheduled for June 1st around noon.  For more information on the UHN Postdoctoral Association, please visit our webpage at http://ocipda.googlepages.com/

Best,
Trevor

Trevor David McKee, Ph.D., UHN Postdoctoral Association President, 07-08

Details of the announcement

- Potential tax changes for postdocs for the coming year
- Feedback on postdoctoral policies, training opportunities is being invited from University
There has been a lot of interest in tax laws in relation to Postdoctoral Fellows, and with some work by a number of postdoctoral leaders at the University and the UHN, we may be able to initiate some change in the Universities policies regarding postdoctoral scholars for the coming year, and at the same time to offer suggestions for changes or improvements to the training opportunities available to postdoctoral fellows.  We will discuss the details of the tax issues, and what suggested changes we would like to bring to Hospital and University leaders as part of an ongoing dialogue.


- Postdoctoral Seminar Series initiation in coming month - volunteers requested!
The UHN postdoctoral association would like to begin instituting a postdoctoral seminar series, to encourage postdoctoral collaboration, allow for practicing of presentation skills, and offer a chance for feedback to postdocs regarding research.  As a first step, we require a list of interested fellows who would be willing to commit to a speaking time slot, and present any aspect of your past, present or planned work in a short 15-20 minute presentation.  Time slots will begin sometime in June and follow through the summer and into next year; falling whenever possible on a Friday between noon and 1pm.  

- Call for nominations to UHN Postdoctoral Association Board of Directors and Officer positions
In order to ensure adequate and appropriate representation of all postdoctoral fellows at the institute, we are initating a board of directors and officer positions for the postdoctoral association.  Commitment would consist of a maximum of a few hours per month for the purposes of phone or e-mail discussions, or occasional board meetings, to discuss goals and the direction of the organization.  Benefits include increased interaction with hospital and University administrators, networking opportunities and improved organizational skills.  If you or someone you know would be interested in these volunteer positions to help advance the postdoctoral experience at UHN, please contact ocipda@gmail.com

- Abstract reviewers requested for MBP Student Research Symposium (from MBP student office)
The Medical Biophysics Student Executive is in the process of organizing the 2007 Medical Biophysics Student Research Symposium, set for June 1st, 2007 (Friday). This day promises to showcase our department's graduate student research activities by providing opportunities for both poster and oral presentations. Prizes will be awarded to the best posters and best talks.
On the day of the Symposium, we would need a number of judges for each of the following sessions:
(I). M.Sc student talks [10:30am-11:30am]; (II). Poster session [12:30pm-2:30pm]; (III). Ph.D student talks [2:30pm-3:30pm]
Please let us know if you can be an abstract reviewer and/or a judge for the research day. (If you have postdoc friends in other Toronto research institutes that are interested in being a judge as well, please let us know too!) 


