
April 9, 2007 
 
 
Dr. David Naylor 
President 
University of Toronto 
27 King's College Circle, Room 206 
Toronto ON Canada 
M5S 1A1 
 
Dear Dr. Naylor, 
 
In their Budget of 2006, the Federal Government has made income from scholarships, 
fellowships and bursaries tax exempt. Under Canada Revenue Agency guidelines, to 
qualify for tax exempt status, a trainee must be eligible to claim the education amount by 
receiving form T2202 from the University.  It has come to our attention that several 
Universities in Canada, including the University of Montreal and McGill, do issue form 
T2202 to Post-Doctoral Fellows (PDFs) as a matter of course, despite the fact that their 
PDFs pay no tuition fees. Thus, there is significant inequality between PDFs at the 
University of Toronto and those at other Canadian Universities. 
 
Over the past few months, we requested clarification from the School of Graduate Studies 
PDF office, with regards to the University’s willingness to help PDFs take advantage of 
the new tax exemption. To our disappointment, while the initial response was positive, 
we have been informed, as of March 6th 2007, that UofT is unwilling to issue T2202 
forms to its PDFs. We believe that the University’s position is unacceptable as it 
maintains unfair inequities with PDFs from other Canadian institutions. Furthermore, we 
feel UofT has much to gain in taking a pro-active approach in adapting its policies to 
enable its PFDs to benefit from the new budgetary measures, which are meant to 
encourage the pursuit of higher level education throughout Canada. Indeed, UofT could 
utilize these changes in taxation policy to its advantage as a recruitment tool to attract 
prospective PDFs, especially considering the high cost of living in Toronto. 
 
We, the undersigned, urge UofT to issue form T2202 for 2006 and subsequent years to its 
PDFs and, in doing so, place their PDFs in an equitable position relative to others within 
Canada.  We feel such action is consistent with the role of UofT as a clear leader in 
academic research in Canada and its recognition of the important function PDFs play in 
maintaining an environment of research excellence and competitiveness. With the 
deadline for income tax filing fast approaching, we hope to meet with you as soon as 
possible to discuss this situation. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 Name, Title, and Signature   Department and Institution 


