
Rubrics for civil calendar month of May, 2019.1 These rubrics are indebted to the work of Fr Paul Merculief,2 of
blessed memory. Memory eternal!

PLEASE NOTE: This Typicon is provided for the benefit of our parishes, NOT as a directive that every
service or instruction is to be served in every parish. Each parish has its own situation and the priest
should act accordingly.3

BRIGHT WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18 / MAY 1 – TONE 4

PASCHAL VESPERS. (Ninth hour is sung prior to vespers.) Priest in phelon. Same beginning as Monday.
Lord, I Call on 6: Resurrection T-4: "We always honor your life-giving Cross …"; Glory: "Your begetting from
the Father ..."; NE, dogmaticon T-4: "The prophet David, the ancestor of God …" Entrance with censer. Great
Prokeimenon,  Tone 7:  "With my voice I  cried to  the  Lord …" with 3 verses.  Augmented Litany.  In  T-8:
"Vouchsafe, O Lord …" Supplication Litany. Aposticha: Resurrection T-4: "By ascending the Cross, O Lord …"
Then the Paschals: "Let God arise …" etc. Paschal dismissal with the Cross.

PASCHAL MATINS. Same beginning as Monday.  One canon (only for Pascha).  Praises: Resurrection, 4
stichera, T-4: "We glorify your Resurrection, O all-powerful Lord …" then the Paschals: “Let God arise ...” etc.
Augmented & Supplication Litanies. Paschal dismissal with Cross. Then we sing the 1st hour.

PASCHAL HOURS. 3rd & 6th hours – same as Monday.

PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY. Same beginning and Liturgy as Pascha Sunday. Prokeimenon, T-6: “I will
remember your name in all generations.” Epistle: Acts 2:22-36. Alleluia, T-2: "My soul magnifies the Lord ...”
Gospel: John 1:35-51. Rest same as Sunday.

BRIGHT THURSDAY, APRIL 19 / MAY 2 – TONE 5

PASCHAL VESPERS. (Ninth hour is sung prior to vespers.) Priest in phelon. Same beginning as Monday.
Lord,  I  Call  on 6:  Resurrection  T-5:  "By  your  precious  Cross,  O Christ  …";  Glory:  "O Lord,  you have
despoiled hell ..."; NE, dogmaticon T-5: "In the Red Sea of old …" Entrance with censer. Great Prokeimenon,
Tone 7: "Give heed to my prayer, O God …" with 3 verses. Augmented Litany. In T-8: "Vouchsafe, O Lord …"
Supplication Litany. Aposticha: Resurrection T-5: "We magnify you in songs of praise …" then the Paschals:
"Let God arise …" etc. Paschal dismissal with the Cross.

PASCHAL MATINS. Same beginning as Monday.  One canon (only for Pascha).  Praises: Resurrection, 4
stichera,  T-5:  "After  the  tomb  was  sealed  …"  then  the  Paschals:  “Let  God  arise  ...”  etc. Augmented  &
Supplication Litanies. Paschal dismissal with Cross. Then we sing the 1st hour.

PASCHAL HOURS. 3rd & 6th hours – same as Monday.

PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY. Same beginning and Liturgy as Pascha Sunday. Prokeimenon, T-3: “Sing
praises to our God, sing praises...”  Epistle:  Acts 2:38-43.  Alleluia, T-4: "Go forth, and prosper, and reign ...”
Gospel: John 3:1-15. Rest same as Sunday.

BRIGHT FRIDAY, APRIL 20 / MAY 3 – TONE 6   The Life-Giving Spring of the Theotokos.

PASCHAL VESPERS. (Ninth hour is sung prior to vespers.) Priest in phelon. Same beginning as Monday.
Lord, I Call on 10: 6 Resurrection T-6: "Winning the victory over hell…"; & 4 Theotokos, T-6: “Marvelous and
most strange things ...” Glory, T-8: "Who can tell of your mighty deeds ..."; NE, dogmaticon T-6: "Who will not
call you blessed…" Entrance with censer.  Great Prokeimenon, Tone 7: "I will love you, O Lord …" with 3
verses. Augmented Litany. In T-8: "Vouchsafe, O Lord…" Supplication Litany.  Aposticha: Resurrection T-6:
"Your  Resurrection,  O Christ  our  Savior…" and 3  stichera  to  the  Theotokos,  T-5:  “Rejoice,  O Life-giving
Spring ...” Glory, T-5: “Let us sound the trumpet, O feast-lovers ...” NE, T-5: "This is the day of Resurrection…"

1 If any mistakes are found, please send email to: juven_29@yahoo.com.
2 The Moscow typicon, St. Tikhon's Calendar and Rubrics, the Slavonic menaion, Orthodox Daily Services, and rubrics at

the Moscow Patriarchate website were also used.
3 For many of these services, the texts needed for singing are posted at: sites.google.com/site/ocaaktexts.



Paschal dismissal with the Cross.

PASCHAL MATINS. Same beginning as Monday. Two canons: Pascha and Theotokos (spring). After ode 3:
Kontakion and ikos of Pascha and sessional hymns of Theotokos. After ode 6: Kontakion of Theotokos, T-8: “O
favored of God ...” and ikos.  Praises  on 8: 4 Resurrection, T-6:  "Your Cross, O Lord,  is  the life…" and 4
Theotokos,  T-2:  “The  fountain  of  water  ...”  then  the  Paschals:  “Let  God  arise  ...”  etc. Augmented  &
Supplication Litanies. Paschal dismissal with Cross. Then we sing the 1st hour.

PASCHAL HOURS. 3rd & 6th hours – same as Monday.

PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY. Same beginning and Liturgy as Pascha Sunday. Prokeimena, a) T-8: “Their
proclamation has gone out...” v. The heavens are telling the glory of God … b) T-3 (Song of Theotokos): “My
soul magnifies the Lord ...”  Epistles:  Acts 3:1-8. Philipp. 2:5-11.  Alleluia, T-1: "Let the heavens praise your
wonders ...” v. God is glorified in the council of his saints. And T-8: Hearken, O daughter, and see, and incline
your ear. Gospels: John 2:12-22   Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28. Communion hymn: Pascha, and Theotokos: “I will
receive the cup of salvation and call on the Name of the Lord. Alleluia ...” Rest same as on Pascha.

BRIGHT SATURDAY, APRIL 21 / MAY 4 – TONE 8

PASCHAL VESPERS. (Ninth hour is sung prior to vespers.) Priest in phelon. Same beginning as Monday.
Lord, I Call on 6: Resurrection T-8: "We offer you, O Christ, our evening song ...” ; Glory: "We offer you glory,
O Christ ...";  NE, dogmaticon T-8: "The King of heaven, because of his love …" Entrance with censer.  Great
Prokeimenon,  Tone  8:  "You  have  given  us  an  inheritance  …" with  3  verses.  Augmented  Litany.  In  T-8:
"Vouchsafe, O Lord …" Supplication Litany.  Aposticha: Resurrection T-8: "By descending from heaven …"
then the Paschals: "Let God arise …" etc. Paschal dismissal with the Cross.

PASCHAL MATINS. Same beginning as Monday.  One canon (only for Pascha).  Praises: Resurrection, 4
stichera, T-8: "Though you have stood for trial …" then the  Paschals:  “Let God arise ...” etc. Augmented &
Supplication Litanies. Paschal dismissal with Cross. Then we sing the 1st hour.

PASCHAL HOURS. 3rd & 6th hours – same as Monday.

PASCHAL DIVINE LITURGY. Same beginning and Liturgy as Pascha Sunday.  Prokeimenon, T-3: “The
Lord is my light and my Savior ...” Epistle: Acts 3:11-16. Alleluia, T-5: "The Lord reigns, he is robed in majesty
...” Gospel: John 3:22-33. Rest same as Sunday.

NOTE. At conclusion of Liturgy, after amvon prayer: priest stands before the table on which the artos is set.
Then the choir sings the Troparion: "Christ is risen from the dead …" 3 times; and "Our Father …" is read.
Priest: "Let us pray to the Lord." Choir: "Lord, have mercy." Prayer: "O Lord Jesus Christ our God, the angelic
bread, the bread of life eternal …" Choir: Amen. Then the artos is distributed.

RUBRICS (USTAV) FOR EASTERTIDE

THE SPECIAL PASCHAL SERVICES OF BRIGHT WEEK have come to an end, and all services of vespers,
matins, hours, and Divine Liturgy henceforth are as they have been throughout the year – that is, served in the
regular manner as set forth in the book of hours and the priest's service book. During Eastertide – that is, from
Thomas Sunday to the Leave-taking of Pascha – there are some additions and minor changes:

a) Paschaltide beginning: 

• At vigil  or  divine liturgy: after  the usual  opening  blessing and “Amen”:  the
troparion  "Christ  is  risen …" is  sung 2½ times by  the  clergy,  and  the  choir
completes the third time. We then continue with (at vespers) "Bless the Lord, O
my soul" (Psalm 103), or (at divine liturgy) the great litany. (Another way, practiced
in Alaska: the clergy sing the troparion the 1st time; the choir the 2nd time; and
the 3rd time, the clergy sing the 1st half, and the choir the 2nd half. This is at all
services, except great vespers.)

• At matins at a vigil: we begin by singing “Christ is risen ...” (thrice); then the Six
Psalms.



• At great vespers (not at a vigil), or  at daily vespers, after the priest gives the
opening blessing, we sing “Amen” and then “Christ is risen ...” three times. Psalm
103 (“Bless the Lord, O my soul ...”) then follows.

• At Sunday or festal matins served alone (not at a vigil), or at daily matins, the
usual matins opening is dropped: we begin with “Glory to the Holy, Consubstantial ...
Amen,” then we sing  “Christ is risen ...” thrice in a quiet voice, and then the Six
Psalms.

• At other services that ordinarily have a full beginning – for instance, 3rd and 9th hour,
compline, and midnight office: we begin with "Blessed is our God ... Amen." But then
in place of "Glory to thee, our God … O heavenly King ...” we say “Christ is risen ...”
(thrice). Then "Holy God …" follows as usual. But in services that ordinarily begin with
“Come let us worship ...” (e.g. 1st and 6th hour) we replace this with “Christ is risen ...”
(thrice).

b) "O heavenly King …" is not read or sung until Pentecost. 

c) The  Paschals  –  "Let  God  arise  …"  etc:  On  the  Sundays  (Saturday  evenings)  of
Paschaltide (except Thomas Sunday), at the aposticha of great vespers, one sticheron of
the Resurrection in the tone of the week is sung, followed by “Let God arise ...” After
"Glory," a sticheron special to the Sunday is sung; and after "NE" we sing "This is the day
of Resurrection …" concluding with "Christ is risen …" being sung only once.

d) The Magnificat is not sung at Sunday matins, but only on weekdays. On Sundays we
sing “Having beheld the Resurrection ...” three times, and “Jesus, having risen from the
tomb ...” once. On weekdays, we sing “Having beheld ...” once, before Psalm 50.

e) At the end of the 1st hour – instead of "O victorious leader …" – it is customary to
sing the Easter kontakion: T-8, "You descended from on high, O immortal One."

f) At Liturgy, on all days of the week, at the Little Entrance, we sing: "O come, let us
worship and fall down before Christ, O Son of God, who rose from the dead: save us who
sing to you …" through the leave-taking of Easter.

g) At Liturgy, after consecration, instead of "It is truly …" we sing: "The Angel cried …"
and the irmos "Shine, shine, O new Jerusalem …"

h) At Sunday Liturgy, instead of the usual Sunday communion hymn: "Praise the Lord
from the heavens …" we sing: "Receive the Body of Christ …"4

i) When priest says: "In the fear of God and with …" The choir sings: "Blessed is he
that comes in the name of the Lord …" as usual.

j) At Liturgy, instead of: "We have seen the true light …" the paschal troparion: "Christ
is risen …" is sung (once). But we sing “Let our mouths be filled with ...” as usual.

k) At the end of Divine Liturgy when the priest says: "Glory to thee, O Christ our God …"
the choir sings: "Christ is risen …" (3 times in fast tempo). But at other services, the choir
responds “Glory … now … Amen” as usual.

l)  The dismissal at all services throughout Paschaltide: "May he who rose from the
dead, Christ our true God ..."

NOTE: In the rubrics from now until the Sunday of All Saints, the term “feast” indicates texts  found in the
pentecostarion (for the particular Sunday or the preceding Sunday, or for the day of the week); “resurrection”
indicates texts from the Sunday octoechos, usually printed in the pentecostarion; “midfeast” means the texts of
the  feast  of  midfeast/midpentecost  (and  not  the  “feast”  of  the  previous  Sunday);  these  are  found  in  the
pentecostarion. “Pascha” indicates texts from the service of Pascha; “saint” indicates texts from the menaion.

4 (Alaskan custom)



SUNDAY OF SAINT THOMAS, APRIL 22 / MAY 5 – SECOND SUNDAY OF PASCHA. TONE 1, also
called ANTIPASCHA   The texts are all of the feast, found in the Pentecostarion. The usual Sunday service is
set aside. At the dismissals, the saint of the temple and day are not commemorated (but beginning tomorrow they
are again commemorated). Royal doors, curtain, and deacon doors are closed before the 9th hour. 

GREAT VESPERS   Paschaltide beginning. instead of “Come, let us us worship ...” the clergy sing “Christ
is risen ...” 2½ times; and the last half by the choir. Then is sung: “Bless the Lord, O my soul …” (Psalm 103) as
usual.  Great  litany. 1st kathisma (Blessed is the man). Little litany.  Lord, I Call  on 10: all  feast,  T-1, T-2:
“Though the doors were shut ...”; GNE: T-6: “The doors being shut ...” Entrance, prokeimenon of the day, T-6:
“The Lord is King ...” Augmented litany. Vouchsafe. Supplication litany. Litya: feast, T-4: “O Lord, shining with
the splendor ...” Glory, feast, T-8: “Touch my side with your hand …” ; NE T-8: “The doors being closed ...”
Aposticha: feast, T-4: “O glorious wonder ...” and its verses. GNE: T-5: “Great is the greatness of your ...” St
Symeon's prayer. Trisagion, etc. Troparion: feast T-7: “From the sealed tomb ...” (sung three times at vigil; once
at vespers not at a vigil, followed by dismissal). 

FESTAL MATINS   “Christ is risen ...” (3 times). Six Psalms. Great Litany. At God is the Lord: Troparion
of feast: T-7: “From the sealed tomb ...” (twice); GNE: repeat. Kathismas 2, 3. Little litany. Sessional hymns:
feast.  Polyeleon. Magnification: “We magnify, we magnify you, O Christ the Giver of life, who for our sake
descended into hell, and raised all things with yourself”: selected Psalm: “The Lord is King, he is robed in
majesty.”5 Sessional hymn: feast. Hymn of ascent: 1st antiphon in T-4: “From my youth ...” Prokeimenon T-4:
“Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion!”  1st resurrection gospel: Matthew 28:16-20  #116.
“Having beheld the resurrection” (thrice). Psalm 50, and after-gospel stichera: “Glory: Through the prayers of
the apostles …  NE:  Through the prayers of the Theotokos … Have mercy on me, O God ...  Jesus having
risen ...” (once). Prayer: “O God, save your people …6

Canon: feast.  Irmoi,  T-1:  “Let  us sing,  all  you people ...”  Katavasias of Pascha: “This is  the day of
Resurrection ...” After ode 3: hypakoe of feast, T-6: “As you came into the midst ...” After ode 6, kontakion of
feast, T-8: “Thomas touched ...” and ikos. At ode 9: Usual censing of entire church. (No magnificat.) After ode
9: (“It is truly ...” is not sung.) Little litany. “Holy is the Lord, our God” etc.  Exapostilarion: feast: “Be not
faithless ...” ; GNE feast: “Today the fragrance ...” “Let every breath praise the Lord ...” and the psalms of the
praises. Praises on 4: T-1: “As you did not break the seals ...” (1st is sung twice). Glory, T-6 “Eight days after
your resurrection ...” NE: T-2: You are most blessed … Great doxology. Troparion: feast T-7: “From the sealed
tomb ...” Litanies and resurrectional dismissal. Then:  GNE,  gospel sticheron #1.  At  HOURS: troparion and
kontakion of feast.

DIVINE LITURGY  (Note: see above, “Rubrics for Eastertide” regarding changes in the Divine Liturgy
throughout  the  season.)  Paschaltide  beginning.  “Blessed  is  the  Kingdom ...”  “Amen.”  Clergy:  “Christ  is
risen ...” (2½ times). Choir: “... and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.” Great Litany. Regular antiphons.
Beatitudes on 8: from the canon of the feast, odes 3 and 6. Troparion: feast, T-7: “From the sealed tomb ...”
GNE kontakion of feast, T-8: “Thomas touched your life-giving side ...” Trisagion is sung. Prokeimenon, T-3
"Great is our Lord and abundant in power. His understanding is beyond measure." v. "Praise the Lord! For it is
good to sing praises to our God." Epistle: Acts 5:12-20. Alleluia, T-8 “Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us
make a joyful noise to God our Savior!” v. “For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth."
Gospel:  John  20:19-31.  In  place  of:  “It  is  truly  ...”  we  sing:  “The  angel  cried  ...”  and  “Shine,  shine  ...”
Communion hymn: “Praise the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion!” Sunday dismissal. 

April 23 / May 6  Monday. Holy Glorious Greatmartyr and Wonderworker George. The hymns of the feast
are found in the pentecostarion (Monday after Antipascha). Those of the saint are in the menaion (April 23). If it
is a temple of St George, or if the rector wishes, we perform a vigil. 

GREAT VESPERS    Paschaltide beginning. After Psalm 103, the great litany, and "Blessed is the man"
(1st antiphon). Little litany. Lord, I Call on 8: 3 feast, T-1: “After Your awesome rising from the sepulcher, O

5 The Resurrection evlogitaria are not sung.
6 On this day, the reading of “Let us sing to the Lord” (the biblical canticles) resumes and continues during the remainder 

of the 50 days from Pascha to Pentecost. This, however, is usually only observed in certain monasteries.



Giver-of-Life,  Christ,  you did not  break the  seals ...” +  5  of  the  saint:  T-4:  “As  noble  among martyrs,  O
passionbearer George ...” Glory: T-6 “You conducted your life in a manner worthy of your name ...” NE: feast
T-1:  “Though the doors were shut  ...” Entrance,  Great Prokeimenon,  T-7:  “Who is  so great a God as our
God ...” with 3 verses. 3 readings (menaion): a. Isaiah 43:9-14  b. Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9  c. Wisdom of
Solomon  4:7-15.  Augmented  litany:  “Let  us  all  say  ...”  Vouchsafe  (sung);  Supplication  litany  “Let  us
complete ...”  Litya:  1 stanza of temple, and the stanzas of the saint, T-1 “The illustrious and most excellent
George ...”, and T-4. Glory: saint T-5 “Spring has shone ...” NE: feast T-1 “While the Disciples were doubting
and uncertain, you came ...”7 Aposticha: saint, T-4 “In songs and hymns, peoples are praising your memory ..."
(with special verses, in menaion), Glory: saint T-4: “In spirit, let us praise the intellect of steel ...” NE: feast T-1
“Eight days after your Rising, O Lord, you were seen by your Disiciples …”  Troparia: (At vespers alone:)
saint T-4: “O liberator of captives ...” GNE: feast T-7: “From the sealed tomb you shone ...”  (At vigil:) saint
(twice); Rejoice, Virgin (once).

FESTAL MATINS   Paschaltide beginning. After God is the Lord: Troparia: feast T-7: “From the sealed
tomb you shone ...” (twice), Glory: saint T-4: “O liberator of captives ...” NE: feast T-7: “From the sealed tomb
…”  Kathismas 4, 5. Small litany. After 1st kathisma: sessional hymns in pentecostarion. After 2nd kathisma:
sessional  hymns  of  the  greatmartyr.  Polyeleon. Magnification  of  saint  (menaion):  “We  magnify  you,  O
greatmartyr and victorious George, and we honor your precious sufferings, which you have endured for Christ.”
Selected psalm. Little litany. Sessional hymns: saint (menaion); Glory: saint; NE: feast. Hymns of ascents, 1st

antiphon of T-4  “From my youth.” Prokeimenon, T-4: saint: “The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree;
like a cedar in Lebanon shall he increase.” Verse: “Those who are planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish
in the courts of our God.” “Let everything that has breath …” etc.  Gospel: Luke 12:2-12. “Having beheld the
resurrection ...” (once). Psalm 50. Glory: Through the prayers of the Passionbearer … NE: Through the prayers
of the Theotokos … Have mercy on me … Stanza of saint, T-6:“Today all the inhabited earth ...” Litany: "O God
save ..." Canons (3: 1 pentecostarion + 2 menaion): 6 of the feast (antipascha), with irmos (irmos sung twice), +
8 of the saint (both canons). Katavasias of Pascha: “This is the day of resurrection.” After ode 3: kontakion of
feast, T-8: “Thomas touched your life-giving side ...” & icos of feast. Sessional hymn: saint; Glory: another of
saint; NE: hypakoe of Antipascha. After ode 6: kontakion & ikos of the great-martyr George, T-4. At ode 9: we
sing the Magnificat. After ode 9: “It is truly ...” is not sung. Exapostilaria: great-martyr; Glory: another of the
great-martyr;  NE:  feast  (pentecostarion).  “Let  every breath praise  the Lord” and the psalms of  the praises.
Praises  on 4:8 greatmartyr, T-2.  Glory: greatmartyr, T-2;  NE: feast, T-1 "Thomas, called the Twin ..." (from
pentecostarion,  matins  praises  for  this  day).  Great  doxology.  After  trisagion:  Troparion of  saint  T-4:  “O
liberator of captives ...” GNE: feast T-7: “From the sealed tomb ..."

HOURS   Troparia: feast; Glory: saint. Kontakia: 1st & 6th: feast. 3rd & 9th: saint.

DIVINE LITURGY   Paschaltide beginning. Beatitudes on 8: 4 from canon of Antipascha, ode 1, with
irmos, + 4 from canon of saint (menaion), ode 3. At entrance: “... Who rose from the dead ...” After entrance: In
a temple of the Lord:  Troparia:  feast, saint.  Glory:  kontakia: saint,  NE: feast. In a temple of the Theotokos:
Troparia: feast, temple, saint. Glory: kontakia: saint, NE: feast. In a temple of a saint: Troparia: feast, temple,
saint. kontakia: temple. Glory: saint, NE: feast. Prokeimenon, T-3 "Great is our Lord and abundant in power.
His understanding is beyond measure." v. "Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God."  (and, T-7:)
“The righteous one shall rejoice in the Lord, and shall set his hope on him.”  Epistle: Acts 3:19-26 (Monday)
Acts 12:1-11 (saint).  Alleluia T-8  “Come, let us rejoice in the Lord! Let us make a joyful noise to God our
Savior!” v. “For the Lord is a great God, and a great King over all the earth."  (and, T-4:) “The righteous shall
flourish like the palm tree; like a cedar in Lebanon shall he increase.”  Gospel:9 John 2:1-11 (Monday) John
15:17-16:2 (saint).  Hymn to the Theotokos: “The angel cried ...” and “Shine, shine ...” Communion: “Praise
the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion!” & saint: “The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.
He shallnot fear evil tidings. Alleluia …"

April  25 /  May 8  Wednesday.  Holy Apostle and Evangelist Mark.  Hymns of the feast are found in the
pentecostarion (Wednesday after Antipascha). Those of St Mark are in the menaion (April 25).

7 From matins aposticha for this day in the pentecostarion
8 Alternatively, praises on 6: 3 feast (from matins aposticha in pentecostarion for this day, without the verses), + 3 saint.
9 If it is a vigil service, only the epistle and gospel for the saint are read. Those for the day are read on Tuesday.



GREAT VESPERS not at vigil (Tuesday evening)   Paschaltide beginning. After "Blessed is our God" we
sing "Amen" and then "Christ is risen …” (thrice). Read Psalm 103. Great Litany. "Blessed is the man" - 1st
antiphon. Lord, I call on 8: 3 pentecostarion, T-1: “Touch, said the lover of man, who had arisen after 3 days ...”
+ 5 apostle: T-1 “O faithful, let us sing praises to him who wrote down ...” (1st 2 are repeated). Glory, apostle, T-
6: “Grace is poured out upon your lips ...” NE: feast T-4: “O Lord, by the unendurable brilliance ...” Entrance
with censer. Prokeimenon of the day.  3 readings  (saint):  a. James 1:1-12.  b. James 1:13-27.  c. James 2:1-13.
Augmented litany. Vouchsafe, O Lord. Supplication litany. Aposticha, apostle, T-1: “O Mark, wise in God, you
were the pen ...” (with verses of the apostle, see menaion). Glory, apostle, T-8: “Come, let us all praise Mark ...”
NE: feast, T-8: “O Thomas touch my side with your hand ...” Song of St Symeon. Trisagion – Our Father.
Troparia:  Apostle, T-3: “O Holy Apostle and evangelist Mark …” (Or this one in the same tone: “Taught by the
pre-eminent Peter ...”) GNE, feast T-7: "From the sealed tomb" ...”  Resurrectional dismissal.

DIVINE LITURGY  Paschaltide beginning.  Prokeimenon, Alleluia,  and Communion hymn: feast and
apostle (for feast see Sunday of Antipascha in pentecostarion. For apostle see menaion). Epistle: Acts 4:13-22
(Wednesday) 1 Peter 5:6-14 (Apostle) Gospel: John 5:17-24 (Wednesday) Mark 6:7-13 (Apostle). Hymn to the
Theotokos: Pascha.

April 29 / May 12  Third Sunday of Pascha. Tone 2.  Holy Myrrhbearing Women. The texts are found in the 
Pentecostarion.10

GREAT VESPERS   Paschaltide beginning.11 After "Christ is risen ..." (thrice), we continue with “Bless the
Lord, O my soul …” (Psalm 103). Great litany. 1st kathisma (Blessed is the man). Little litany. Lord, I Call on
10:  4 verses of the resurr. T-2 “Come, let us worship the Word of God ...”  + 6 of the  feast:  3 in T-2, “The
myrhhbearing women, at early dawn, took sweet-smelling spices ...” + 3 in T-1, 12 “O Myrrhbearing women, why
have you come to the grave?” … Glory: feast T-6 “The myrrhbearing women …” NE: Dogmaticon T-2 “The
shadow of the law ...”  Entrance,  prokeimenon  of  the  day,  T-6:  “The  Lord  is  King  ...”  Augmented  litany.
Vouchsafe.  Supplication  litany.  No Litya.  Aposticha:  the  first  stanza  of  the  Sunday aposticha,  T-2: “Your
Resurrection, O Christ our Savior ...” Then the Paschals: T-5 "Let God arise …" etc. up to the words “Proclaim
the glad tidings to the Apostles.” Then  Glory:  feast T-5: “You, who wrap yourself in light …”  NE:  Pascha:
“This is the day of resurrection ...”13 and “Christ is risen …” (once).  Troparia: At vespers alone: Resurr. T-2
“When you descended to death, O Life immortal …” Glory: “The Noble Joseph …” ; NE: “The Angel came to
the myrrhbearing women …” At vigil: “Rejoice, Virgin Theotokos …” (thrice).

FESTAL MATINS  Paschaltide  beginning.  Six  Psalms.  Great  Litany.  At  God is  the  Lord:  Troparia
Resurr. T-2 "When you descended  …"  (twice); Glory: "The  Noble Joseph …" NE: "The Angel came to the
myrrhbearing  women  ..." Kathismas  2,  3.  Little  litany.  Sessional  hymns:  resurr.  Polyeleon.14 Then  we
immediately  sing: Resurrectional  evlogitaria: “The  assembly  of  angels.”  Hypakoe,  hymns  of  ascents,
prokeimenon - tone of the week (tone 2). Let everything that has breath … etc.  3rd resurrection gospel: Mark
16:9-20 #71. “Having beheld the resurrection”  (thrice). After psalm 50,  Glory: "Through the prayers of the
apostles …" NE: "Through the prayers of the Theotokos ..." Stanza of the resurrection T-6: “Jesus having risen
from the  grave  …” Litany:  “O God,  save  …” Choir:  Lord,  have  mercy  (12).  etc.  Canons (2:  both  from
pentecostarion): Pascha, with irmos (sung twice) and theotokia – 6; and feast – 8. Katavasia: Pascha. After ode
3: kontakion & icos of Pascha. Sessional hymns: feast. After ode 6, kontakion & icos of feast. (No magnificat.
Usual  censing of  entire  church.)  After ode 9: No “It  is  truly ...”  Little  litany.  Holy is  the  Lord our  God.
Exapostilarion: Pascha; Glory: feast; NE: repeat. “Let every breath praise the Lord ...” and the psalms of the
praises. Praises on 8: Resurr. T-2. Glory, gospel sticheron #2, T-2 “The women who came with Mary bringing
myrrh ...” NE: T-2: You are most blessed … Great doxology. After Trisagion: Troparion of resurrection: “By

10 According to the Moscow Typicon, on this day, if there is no vigil, the litya is omitted but most of the litya hymns are
instead sung at  Lord, I Call. That is the order followed here. But if there is a  vigil, then at Lord, I Call, we sing 7
stanzas of the resurrection, T-2, + 3 of the feast in T-2;  Glory,  feast  T-6, etc.  Litya  as set forth in Pentecostarion
(without blessing of bread, because of the brevity of the night). At troparia: “Rejoice, Virgin Theotokos …” (thrice).

11 Please see “Rubrics (Ustav) for Paschaltide” under Bright Saturday.
12 The T-1 stanzas are taken from the litya (see 2nd note previous).
13 This is the common practice. Per the Moscow Typicon: GNE: feast T-5: “You, who wrap yourself in light …” 
14 Parish practice. Or, per the typicon, Kathisma 17 (“Blessed are the blameless”).



rising ...” Litanies (“Have mercy on us ...” and “Let us complete ...”) and resurrectional dismissal.

HOURS   Troparia:  Resurrection: “When you descended to hell …” Glory: feast, “The noble Joseph ...”
Kontakion: feast: “You commanded the myrrh-bearing women to rejoice ...”

DIVINE LITURGY   Paschaltide beginning – please see the “Rubrics (Ustav) for Paschaltide” given above
under Bright Saturday. “Blessed is the Kingdom ...” “Amen.” Clergy: “Christ is risen ...” (2½ times). Choir: “...
and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.” Great Litany. Regular antiphons. Beatitudes on 8: 4 resurr. T-2, + 4
from canon of feast (myrrhbearing women), Ode 6. Troparia: Resurr. T-2 "When you descended …" Feast: T-2
"The Noble Joseph …" "The angel came …" Glory: Kontakion: "You commanded the myrrhbearers to rejoice
…"  NE: Kontakion of Pascha: "You descended into the tomb …"  Prokeimenon, T-6:  “ O Lord, save Your
people and bless Your inheritance!” v. “To You, O Lord, will I call. O my God, be not silent to me!” Epistle:
Acts 6:1-7. Alleluia T-8: “O Lord, You have been gracious to Your land; You have turned back the captivity of
Jacob.” v. “Mercy and truth have met, righteousness and peace have kissed each other.” Gospel: Mark 15:43-
16:8.  Hymn to the Theotokos: The angel cried ... (and) Shine, shine … Communion: Pascha: “Receive the
body of Christ ...” & Sunday: “Praise the Lord from the heavens ... Alleluia …"

April 30 / May 13  Monday of the 3rd week of Pascha. Holy Apostle James, brother of St John.  St Ignatius
Brianchaninov. Texts of the feast are found in the pentecostarion; those of the saints, in the menaion (April 30).

SUNDAY EVENING VESPERS  Paschaltide beginning. Priest: "Blessed is our God ..." and then we sing:
"Amen" and then "Christ is risen …” (thrice). Read Psalm 103. Great Litany. "Blessed is the man," 1st antiphon.
Little litany. Lord, I call on 8: 3 feast, T-5: “When you were nailed to the tree ...” + 5 of the apostle: T-4 “You
drew men up from the depths of vanity  ...” (1st 2 are repeated).  Glory:  T-8 "Come, let us praise James with
hymns of psalms ..." NE: feast T-1: “O Myrrhbearing women, why have you come ...” Entrance with censer. 3
readings (menaion): a. James 1:1-12. b. James 1:13-27. c. James 2:1-13. Augmented litany. Vouchsafe, O Lord.
Supplication litany. Aposticha, apostle, T-8: “O blessed God-seer, James ...” (with special verses, see menaion).
Glory:  apostle T-1 "You followed Christ,  O divine James ..." NE:  T-1:  “With fear the women came to the
sepulcher ...” Song of St Symeon. Trisagion – Our Father.  Troparia: feast T-2,“The noble Joseph ...”  Glory:
apostle, T-3 “O Holy Apostle James ..." (Or this one, same tone: "You were an elect Apostle of Christ ..."). NE
feast T-2,“The angel came to the myrrhbearing women ...”   Resurrectional dismissal. At liturgy: Paschaltide
beginning.  Epistle:  Acts 6:8-7:5,  47-60 (Monday) Acts 12:1-11 (Apostle).  Gospel:  John 4:46-54 (Monday)
Luke 5:1-11 (Apostle).

May 6 / 19. Fourth Sunday of Pascha. Tone 3. Paralytic. The service of the feast is found in the Pentecostarion.

GREAT VESPERS  Paschaltide beginning. “Bless the Lord,  O my soul  …” (Psalm 103) as usual.  1 st

kathisma (Blessed is the man). Little litany. Lord, I Call on 10: 7 verses of the resurr. T-3 “By your Cross, O
Christ our Savior ...”  + 3 of the feast T-1 (1st being repeated) “O compassionate Christ, who by your immaculate
hand fashioned ...”  Glory:  feast T-5 “Jesus went up to Jerusalem …” NE: dogmaticon T-3 “How can we not
marvel,  O All-honored Lady ...”  Entrance, prokeimenon of the day, T-6: “The Lord is King ...” Augmented
litany. Vouchsafe. Supplication litany.  Litya:  1 temple,15 then:  Glory: feast T-5 “At the sheep's gate …” NE:
Resurr. Theot. T-5 “You are the Temple, the Gate ....”  Aposticha: 1st stanza of the Sunday aposticha, T-3 “O
Christ, who by your Passion darkened the sun ...” Then the Paschals: T-5 "Let God arise…" etc. up to the words
“Proclaim the glad tidings to the Apostles.” Then Glory: feast T-8 “In Solomon's Portico there lay a multitude of
infirm ...” NE: Pascha: “This is the day of resurrection ...” and “Christ is risen …” (once). Dismissal troparia:
At vespers alone: Resurr. T-3 “Let the heavens rejoice ...” GNE: Theotokion: “We sing your praises  ...”  At
vigil: Rejoice, Virgin Theotokos (thrice).

SUNDAY MATINS    Paschaltide beginning. Six Psalms. Great Litany. At  God is the Lord:  Troparia
Resurr. T-3 “Let the heavens rejoice ...” (twice); GNE: resurrectional theotokion: “We  sing your praises  ...”
Kathismas  2,  3. Little  litany.  Sessional  hymns:  resurrection.  Polyeleon.  Then  we  immediately  sing:
Resurrectional evlogitaria: “The assembly of angels.” Hypakoe, hymns of ascents, prokeimenon - tone of the
week (T-3). 4th resurrection gospel: Luke 24:1-12. “Having beheld the resurrection” (thrice). After psalm 50,

15 1st stanza from the litya of the patronal feast of the temple.



Glory: “Through the prayers of the apostles …” NE: “Through the prayers of the Theotokos ...” Stanza of the
resurrection T-6:  “Jesus having risen from the grave …” Litany:  “O God, save …”  Canons (2:  both from
pentecostarion): 8 Pascha, with irmos and theotokia (irmos sung twice), + 6 feast (Paralytic). Katavasia: Pascha.
After ode 3: kontakion of Pascha,  T-8: "You descended into the tomb, O Immortal …" & icos:  "Before the
dawn, the myrrhbearing women …" Sessional hymns: feast.  After ode 6, kontakion of feast,  T-3: “By your
divine intercession, O Lord ...” & icos “O Jesus God, holding in the grasp of your hand ...”  At ode 9: No
magnificat.  Usual  censing  of  entire  church.  No  “It  is  truly ...”  Little  litany.  “Holy  is  the  Lord our  God.”
Exapostilarion: Pascha:  “In the flesh you fell  asleep ...”  Glory:  feast:  “The lover of man and all-merciful
Lord ...” NE: repeat. “Let every breath praise the Lord ...” and the psalms of the praises. Praises on 8: Resurr. T-
3: “Come, all you nations ...” Glory: feast, T-8: “O Lord, the sheep's pool did not heal ...” NE: T-2: “You are
most blessed …” Great doxology. Troparion of resurrection: “Today salvation ...” Litanies and resurrectional
dismissal. Then: GNE: gospel sticheron #3, T-3. “When Mary Magdalene announced the good news ...”

HOURS  Troparia: Resurr: “Let the heavens rejoice …” Kontakion: feast, “By your divine intercession ...”

DIVINE LITURGY    Paschaltide beginning:  “Blessed is the Kingdom ...” “Amen.” Clergy: “Christ is
risen ...” (2½ times). Choir: “... and upon those in the tombs bestowing life.” Great Litany. Regular antiphons.
Beatitudes on 8 (printed in Pentecostarion): 4 resurrection, T-3 (octoechos), + 4 from canon of feast (paralytic),
Ode 6. After entrance: Troparion: Resurr. T-3 “Let the heavens rejoice …” Glory: kontakion: feast, T-3 “By
your divine intercession, O Lord ...” NE: Pascha: “You descended into the tomb, O Immortal ...” Prokeimenon,
T-1: “Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us as we have set our hope on You!” v. “Rejoice in the Lord, O you
righteous! Praise befits the just!”  Epistle:  Acts 9:32-42.  Alleluia, T-5: “I will sing of Your mercies, O Lord,
forever; with my mouth I will proclaim Your truth from generation to generation.” v. “For You have said: “Mercy
will be established forever; Your truth will be prepared in the heavens.”  Gospel: John 5:1-15.  Hymn to the
Theotokos: “The angel cried ...” and “Shine, shine …” Communion: Pascha: “Receive the body of Christ ...”
& Sunday: “Praise the Lord from the heavens ... Alleluia ..."

May 8 / 21  Tuesday in the 4th week of Pascha.  Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian. Venerable
Father Arsenius.  The texts of the feast are found in the pentecostarion. Those of the saints are in the menaion
(May 8). Vigil rank feast.

GREAT VESPERS   Paschaltide  beginning.  After  Psalm  103,  Great  litany.  Blessed  is  the  man  (1st
antiphon).  Little  litany.  Lord,  I  Call  on  10:  3  of  the  feast,  T-1  "  O  compassionate  Christ,  who  by  your
immaculate hand ..." (1st is repeated), + 4 of the apostle, T-1 "He who beheld the ineffable revelations ..." (1st is
repeated), + 3 of Arsenius, T-8 "O divinely-wise Father Arsenius ..."  Glory: St John, T-2 "Son of Thunder ..."
NE: feast T-5 "Jesus went up to Jerusalem ...” Entrance, prokeimenon of day.  3 readings (apostle):  a.  1 John
3:21-4:6.  b. 1  John 4:11-16.  c.  1 John 4:20-5:5. Augmented  litany:  “Let  us  all  say  ...”  Vouchsafe  (sung);
Supplication litany “Let us complete ...”  Litya: 1 temple, + apostle, T-1 "Rivers of theology ..." and Arsenius, T-
5 "O venerable father ..." Glory: apostle T-4 “Having leaned on the breast ...” NE: feast, T-5 "At the sheep's gate
...”16 Aposticha: apostle, T-4 "Having theologized the Son of the Most High, coeternal ..."  (with special verses,
see menaion),  Glory: apostle T-6: “Apostle of Christ  … ”  NE: feast T-8 “In Solomon's Portico there lay a
multitude ...”  Troparia: At vespers alone: feast (Resurr.) T-3 "Let the heavens rejoice ...", Glory: apostle, T-2
“O Apostle, beloved of Christ God ..."  NE: resurr. theotokion T-2 “All beyond thought and all glorious ..."At
vigil: apostle (twice), "Rejoice Virgin ..." (once).

MATINS  After God is the Lord:  feast (Resurr.) T-3 "Let the heavens rejoice ..."  (once), apostle, T-2 “O
Apostle, beloved of Christ ...”  (once),  Glory:  St Arsenius T-8 "With your tears ..."  NE: resurr. theotokion T-8
“For  our  sake you were born  ...”   Kathismas  7,  8.  After  kathismas:  sessional  hymns:  apostle;  GNE  feast.
Polyeleon, magnification, with selected psalms: apostle (see menaion). Little litany, sessional hymns: apostle;
GNE feast (from after 2nd kathisma). "From my youth," prokeimenon, gospel: apostle (see menaion). "Having
beheld the resurrection ..."  (once).  "Through the prayers of the holy apostle and evangelist ..." "Through the
prayers of the Theotokos ..." "Have mercy on me ..." Stanza of apostle, T-2.  Canons (3: 1 pentecostarion + 2
menaion): 4 feast (paralytic) with irmos (irmos twice), + 6 apostle, + 4 venerable father. Katavasias: Pascha.
After ode 3: kontakion & icos of St Arsenius; sessional hymns: apostle; Glory: Arsenius; NE: feast. After ode

16 From matins aposticha for this day, in pentecostarion.



6: kontakion & icos of St John.After ode 9: exapostilarion of apostle; Glory: Arsenius; NE: feast. Praises on 6:
3 feast17 + 3 apostle, T-8; Glory: apostle, T-8; NE: feast. Great doxology. Troparia: as at vespers alone. 

HOURS   Troparion of feast (resurr. T-3); Glory: apostle. Kontakia: 1st & 6th: feast. 3rd & 9th: apostle.

DIVINE LITURGY    Beatitudes on 8: 4 from of canon of feast (Paralytic), ode 4, with irmos, + 4 from
canon of apostle, ode 6.  Troparia: feast, temple (if of Theotokos), St John, St Arsenius;  kontakia: St John,
Glory: St Arsenius;  NE: feast.  Prokeimenon: feast (Sun. of Paralytic), & apostle ("Their proclamation ...").
Epistles: Acts 10:21-33 (Tuesday) 1 John 1:1-7 (apostle). Alleluia: feast (Sun. of Paralytic), & apostle, T-1 "The
heavens will confess your wonders ..."  Gospels: John 7:1-13 (Tuesday) John 19:25-27; 21:24-25  (apostle).
Hymn to the Theotokos:  Pascha.  Communion hymn:  "Receive the Body of  Christ;  taste  the  fountain of
immortality.  Their proclamation has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the universe!
Alleluia ..."

May 9 / 22  Wednesday.  Midfeast of Pentecost, also called Midpentecost. Hieromartyr Basiliscus. The texts
of the midfeast are found in the Pentecostarion.

VESPERS   Paschaltide beginning. Psalm 103 (read). Great Litany. Kathisma 9. Little litany. Lord, I Call
on 6: all midfeast, T-4 “The middle of the midfeast days is here …” (each stanza is repeated); GNE: midfeast T-6
“The midpoint of the feast of your resurrection ...” Entrance with censer; Gladsome Light. Prokeimenon of the
day.  3  readings (midfeast):18 a  &  b.  (composite).  c.  Proverbs 9:1-11.  Augmented litany, “Let us all  say ...”
Vouchsafe.  Supplication  Litany.  Aposticha: midfeast, T-1 & T-2: “The midpoint of the days of pentecost has
appeared ...” (with special verses for midfeast). GNE midfeast, T-8: “The middle of the feast having come, while
you taught ...” After Our Father: Troparion: midfeast T-8 “In the middle of the feast ....” (once). Dismissal. 

MATINS  Paschaltide beginning. Six Psalms. Great Litany. At God is the Lord: Troparion: midfeast T-8
“In the middle of the feast ...”  (twice), GNE (repeat).  Kathismas 10 and 11. Small litany. Sessional hymns:
midfeast.  “Having beheld the resurrection”  (once).  Psalm 50. (No prayer, “O God, save ...”)  Canons:  2,  of
midfeast:  1st,  T-4, with irmos on 8 (irmos sung twice); + 2nd,  T-8,  on 6.  Katavasia:  midfeast.  After ode 3:
Sessional hymns: midfeast. After ode 6, kontakion and icos: midfeast. No magnificat. Usual censing of entire
church. After ode 9: No “It is truly ...” Exapostilarion: midfeast; Glory: repeat; NE: repeat.  “Let every breath
praise the Lord ...” and the psalms of the praises. Praises on 4: midfeast, T-4 (1st is repeated). GNE midfeast T-4.
Great doxology. After Our Father: Troparion: midfeast, T-8. Litanies and dismissal.

HOURS   Troparion and kontakion: midfeast.

DIVINE LITURGY  Paschaltide beginning.  Beatitudes on 8, from midfeast canons: 4 from 1st canon, ode 3
(with irmos), +  4 from 2nd canon, ode  6.  At entrance: “... who rose from the dead ...”  Troparion: midfeast;
GNE: kontakion: midfeast. Trisagion is sung. Prokeimenon, T-3: “Great is our Lord and abundant in power;
his understanding is beyond measure.” v.  “Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God.” Epistle:
Acts 14:6-18. Alleluia, T-1 “Remember your congregation, which you have gotten of old.” v. “God is our King
before  the  ages;  he  has  worked salvation in  the  midst  of  the  earth.”  Gospel:  John 7:14-30.  Hymn to  the
Theotokos: Irmos of the 9th ode, 2nd canon of midfeast: “Virginity is foreign ...” (This is also sung on the leave-
taking of midfeast, Wednesday a week from today. But on the days in between, the usual hymn to the Theotokos
of Pascha is sung: “The Angel cried …” and “Shine, shine ...”). Communion: “He who eats my flesh and drinks
by blood abides in me and I in him. Alleluia ...”   After (or before) Divine Liturgy a blessing of water is often
celebrated.

May 10 / 23  Thursday in the 4th week of Pascha.  Holy Apostle Simon the Zealot. The feast texts are of
midpentecost and are found in the pentecostarion; those of the apostle are in the menaion (May 10).  At great
vespers: Paschaltide beginning. After Psalm 103 and great litany, "Blessed is the man," 1st antiphon.  Lord, I
Call on 8: 3 feast (midpentecost), T-4, + 5 apostle, T-4 (1st 2 are repeated); Glory: apostle, T-2; NE feast, T-2.
Entrance, 3 readings for the apostle (menaion). At aposticha: apostle, T-1 (with special verses); Glory: apostle,

17 From matins aposticha for this day in pentecostarion.
18 The  3  readings  for  the  midfeast  are  printed  in  the  service  posted  at  sites.google.com/site/ocaaktexts;  also  in  the

pentecostarion.



T-6; NE: feast, T-3. Troparia: apostle, T-3; GNE: midfeast, T-8. At matins: troparion of midfeast (twice), Glory:
apostle;  NE:  midfeast.  polyeleon,  magnification, "From my youth," prokeimenon, gospel - apostle.  "Having
beheld the resurrection" (once). Canons (2: 1 pentecostarion + 1 menaion): 6 from 1st canon of midfeast, with
irmos (irmos sung twice), + 8 apostle.  Praises on 6: 3 feast (from matins aposticha, without the verses), + 3
apostle;  Glory:  apostle;  NE:  feast.  Great  doxology.  Troparia as  at  vespers.  At  liturgy: Acts  10:34-43
(Thursday) 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 (apostle),  John 8:12-20 (Thursday) Matthew 13:54-58 (Apostle).

May 11 / 24  Friday. Holy Equals-to-the-Apostles Cyril and St Methodius, Evangelizers of the Slavs.

May 13 / 26  Fifth Sunday of Pascha. Tone 4. The Samaritan Woman. Texts are found in the Pentecostarion. 

GREAT VESPERS   Paschaltide beginning. “Bless the Lord, O my soul …” (Psalm 103) as usual. Great
litany. 1st kathisma (Blessed is the man). Little litany.  Lord, I Call  on 10: 4 verses of the resurr. T-4 “Always
venerating your life-creating Cross ...” + 3 midfeast (from Lord, I Call of the midfeast) T-4 “The middle of the
midfeast days is here ...” + 3 feast (Samaritan woman) T-1 “The fount of wonders came to the fount ...” & T-2;
Glory:  feast: T-6 “Beside Jacob's well Jesus found the Samaritan woman ...”  NE:  Dogmatikon T-4: “The
Prophet David was an ancestor of God ...”  Entrance,  prokeimenon of the day,  T-6:  “The Lord is  King ...”
Augmented  litany.  Vouchsafe.  Supplication  litany.  Litya:  temple; GNE: T-3 “Today let heaven and earth
resplendantly rejoice ...”  Aposticha: the first verse of the Sunday aposticha,  T-4 “By ascending the Cross, O
Lord ...”  Then the  Paschals:  T-5 "Let  God arise…" etc.  up to the words “Proclaim the glad tidings to the
Apostles.”  Then  Glory:  feast T-8 “When  you  appeared  in  the  flesh,  O  Christ  God,  out  of  ineffable
compassion ...” NE: Pascha: “This is the day of resurrection ...” and “Christ is risen …” (once). Troparia: At
vespers alone: Resurrection T-4 “When the women disciples of the Lord ...” GNE: midfeast "In the middle of
the feast ..." At vigil: “Rejoice, Virgin Theotokos ...” (thrice).

SUNDAY MATINS   Paschaltide beginning. Six Psalms. Great Litany. At  God is the Lord:  Troparia
Resurr. T-4 “When the women disciples of the Lord ...” (twice), GNE: midfeast "In the middle of the feast ..."
Kathismas  2,  3.  Little  litany.  Sessional  hymns:  resurrection.  Polyeleon.  Then  we  immediately  sing:
Resurrectional evlogitaria: “The assembly of angels.” Hypakoe, hymns of ascents, prokeimenon - tone of the
week (T-4).  7th resurrection gospel: John 20:1-10. “Having beheld the resurrection” (thrice). After psalm 50,
Glory: “Through the prayers of the apostles …” NE: “Through the prayers of the Theotokos ...” Sticheron of the
resurrection  T-6:  “Jesus  having  risen  from the  grave  …” Litany:  “O God,  save  …”  Canons  (3:  all  from
Pentecostarion): Pascha, with irmos and theotokia on 6 (irmos sung twice), + 2nd canon of midfeast, on 4, + feast
(Samaritan woman) on 4. (The troparia of the feast canon are chosen as follows: in each ode, we use first a
troparion about the resurrection; 2nd, one about the Samaritan woman; then Glory: the troparion to the Trinity;
NE: theotokion.)  Irmos: Pascha. Katavasia: Pascha. After ode 3: kontakion  of midfeast, T-4: “Christ God, the
Creator and Master of all ...” & icos. Sessional hymns: feast (Samaritan woman); GNE midfeast. After ode 6,
kontakion of feast (Samaritan woman), T-8 “Having come to the well in faith ...” & icos. No magnificat. At ode
9, usual censing of entire church.  After ode 9: “It is truly ...” is not sung. Little litany. “Holy is the Lord our
God.” Exapostilaria: Pascha; Glory: feast: “You came to Samaria ...”; NE: midfeast. “Let every breath praise
the Lord ...” and the psalms of the praises. Praises on 8: 6 Resurrection, T-4 “We glorify your resurrection ...” +
2 feast, T-3 “Let heaven and earth rejoice today ...” & T-6; Glory: feast, T-6 “Jesus our Savior, the Fountain of
Life ...” NE T-2: “You are most blessed …” Great doxology. Troparion: “By rising ...” Litanies (“Let us say ...”
and “Let us complete ...”) and Sunday dismissal. Then: GNE: gospel sticheron #7, T-7. “See, it is dark and early!
...”

HOURS  (1st & 6th:) Troparia: Resurrection; Glory: midfeast. kontakion: midfeast.
             (3rd & 9th:) Troparia: Resurrection; Glory: midfeast. kontakion: Samaritan woman.

DIVINE LITURGY   Paschaltide beginning: “Blessed is the Kingdom ...” “Amen.” Clergy: “Christ is risen
...”  (2½ times).  Choir:  “...  and  upon those  in  the  tombs  bestowing life.”  Great  Litany.  Regular  antiphons.
Beatitudes on 12: 4 Resurrection T-4 (octoechos), + 4 from ode 3, canon of Samaritan woman, + 4 from Ode 6,
2nd canon of midfeast.  Troparia: Resurrection, T-4 “When the women disciples  …” and midfeast T-8 “In the
middle of the feast ...”; Glory: kontakion: feast (Samaritan woman); NE: kontakion of midfeast. Prokeimenon,
T-3 “Sing praises to our God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.” v. “Clap your hands, all



peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy!”  Epistle:  Acts 11:19-26, 29-30.  Alleluia,  T-4 “Go forth, and
prosper and reign, because of truth and meekness and righteousness!” v. “For you have loved righteousness and
hated iniquity.”  Gospel:  John 4:5-42.  Hymn to the Theotokos: “The Angel cried …” and “Shine, shine ...”
Communion: Pascha: “Receive the body of Christ ...” and “Praise the Lord from the heavens ... Alleluia …” 

May 17 / 30  Thursday of the 5th week of Pascha. Canonization of St. Alexis Toth (May 30, 1994). The texts of
the feast are in the pentecostarion; those of the saint are from the Orthodox Church in America.

GREAT VESPERS    Paschaltide beginning. Blessed is the man (1st antiphon). Lord, I Call on 8: 3 of the
feast:  T-4 “By the well, Christ found the Samaritan woman ...” + 5 of the saint,  T-6: “Come, all who love the
saints  ...”  Glory:  saint, T-6 “Come, O Orthodox faithful ...”  NE feast  T-1 “The well of wonders came to the
well ...” Entrance, prokeimenon of day, 3 readings (saint): a. Composite 2  (Proverbs). b. Composite 4  (Wisdom
of Solomon). c. Composite 5  (Wisdom of Solomon). Augmented litany: “Let us all say ...” Vouchsafe (sung);
Supplication litany “Let us complete ...”  Litya: 1 stanza of temple, and those of the saint, T-6 “Come, all who
love the feasts ...” Glory: saint T-6 “O glorious wonder! A new is revealed ...” NE: feast T-3 “Let heaven and
earth radiantly rejoice exceedingly today ...”19 Aposticha: saint, T-2: “Come, all you lovers of piety ...” (with
special verses). Glory: saint T-6: “Fleeing the harm that comes from vanity ...” NE: feast T-2 “When the Lord
came to the well, the Samaritan woman asked the compassionate one ...” Troparia: (At vespers alone:) feast T-
4: “When the women disciples of the Lord learned from the Angel …” Glory: saint,  T-4: “O righteous Father
Alexis ...”  NE: resurrectional theotokion, T-4 "The mystery hidden since before the ages ..."  (At vigil:) saint
(twice); Rejoice (once). 

FESTAL MATINS  Paschaltide  beginning. After  God is  the  Lord:  Troparia:  feast  T-4:  “When the
women disciples of the Lord  …” (twice), Glory:  saint,  T-4: “O righteous Father Alexis ...”  NE: Resurrection
theotokion, T-4 "The mystery hidden ..." Kathismas 13, 14.  After  each kathisma, small  litany and sessional
hymns of saint.  Polyeleon. Magnification: “We magnify you, O holy Father Alexis, and we honor your holy
memory, for you led your people back to the Orthodox Faith, and you pray to Christ our God for us.” Selected
psalm: “Hear this, all peoples; give ear, all inhabitants of the world.” Little litany. Sessional hymns: saint, T-8
“Like a diligent bee ...”  GNE: feast. Hymns of ascents, 1st antiphon of T-4 “From my youth.” Prokeimenon,
saint, T-4: “Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints.” verse: “What shall I render to the Lord for
all his benefits toward me?” “Let everything that has breath …” etc.  Gospel: John 10:9-16. Psalm 50.  Glory:
“Through the prayers of our holy Father Alexis …”  NE: “Through the prayers of the Theotokos …” “Have
mercy on us …” Stanza of saint, from his service. Canons (2: 1 pentecostarion + 1 menaion): feast (Samaritan
woman) with irmos on 6 (irmos sung twice); + saint, on 8. Katavasias: Pascha. After ode 3: kontakion of feast,
T-8 “The Samaritan woman came to the well in faith ...” and icos. Sessional hymn of saint; GNE: feast. After
ode 6: kontakion of saint, T-5 “Let us the faithful praise the priest Alexis ...” & icos “What praise, what worthy
thanks ...”  After ode 8: Magnificat.  After ode 9: “It is truly ...” is not sung.  Exapostilaria: saint, T-8 “With
illumined hearts ...”;  Glory: (repeat); NE: feast, “You came to Samaria ...” “Let every breath praise the Lord”
and the psalms of the praises. Praises on 3: saint, T-6 “Today the memory of the holy priest Alexis ...” GNE:
feast T-2 “The well of healings, the Son and Word of the Father ...” Great doxology.  Troparia: as at vespers
alone.  At the HOURS   Troparia: feast; Glory: saint.  Kontakion: feast.

DIVINE LITURGY   Paschaltide beginning. Beatitudes on 8: 4 from canon of Samaritan woman, ode 7
(pentecostarion), + 4 from canon of saint, ode 3. After entrance: In a temple of the Lord or of the Theotokos:
troparia: feast, saint;  Glory: kontakia: saint;  NE: feast.  In a temple of a saint:  troparia: feast, temple, saint;
kontakia: temple,  Glory:  saint;  NE: feast.   Prokeimenon T-3 “Sing praises to our God, sing praises; sing
praises to our King, sing praises.” v. “Clap your hands, all peoples; shout to God with loud songs of joy! ”  (and,
T-7:)  “The  righteous  shall  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and  shall  set  his  hope  in  Him.”   Epistle:  Acts  14:20-27
(Thursday)  Galatians  1:11-19 (saint).  Alleluia,  T-4 “Go forth,  and  prosper  and reign,  because of  truth  and
meekness and righteousness!” v. “For you have loved righteousness and hated iniquity.” (and, T-6:) “Blessed is
the man who fears the Lord, who delights greatly in his commandments.” Gospel:20 John 9:39-10:9 (Thursday)
(Note: the Thursday gospel reading includes the reading for the saint,  which is John 10:1-9).  Hymn to the

19 From matins aposticha for this day.
20 If St Alexis is celebrated as a vigil rank saint, only the epistle and gospel for the saint are read, and those of the day are 

read the day before, or after. The prokeimenon, alleluia, and communion hymn are for the feast and the saint.



Theotokos: “The Angel cried …” and “Shine, shine ...” Communion: “Receive the body of Christ ...” and “The
righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance; he shall not fear evil tidings. Alleluia ...” 


