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Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting                                            DRAFT 
held at Daresbury Laboratory on Wednesday 6th September 2017 
Version 0.01 

 

 

Present: D. G. Ireland (Chair), J. F. Smith (Secretary), L. S. Barnby, A. M. Bruce, W. N. 
Catford, S. J. Freeman, M. Labiche, I. H. Lazarus, R. C. Lemmon G. Lotay, I. J. 
D. MacGregor, J. A. McGovern, R. D. Page, A. Rios, J. Simpson, Zs. Podolyak, 

 
Groups represented: Brighton, Daresbury, Derby, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, 

Surrey, UWS 
 
Groups not represented: Birmingham, Edinburgh, and York. 
 
Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from the following people: 
M. Aliotta, C. Barbieri, J. Billowes, A. J. Boston, M. C. Birse, M. Chartier, B. Cheal,  
D. M. Cullen, J. Dobaczewski, D. T. Doherty, L. J. Harkness-Brennan, P. G. Jones, D. T. Joss,  
T. Kokalova-Wheldon, P. H. Regan, J. W. Roberts, B. Seitz, R. Wadsworth, and D. P. Watts, 
 

 
1 Welcome and introduction from the Chair 
 

The Chair welcomed those present to the meeting. The Chair noted that this is his 
last meeting as Chair. An email ballot had been conducted and the new Chair was 
chosen to be Professor David Joss from the University of Liverpool. Professor Joss 
will take over Chair’s duties following the present meeting. Unfortunately, Professor 
Joss was not present at the meeting because Andy Boston, who was driving him to 
Daresbury, lost his car keys. 

 
 
2 Minutes of the previous meeting on 26th April 2017 
 

The minutes of the previous meeting were discussed. Several minor errors were 
pointed out. JS noted that the Warwick meeting is now centrally funded by STFC 
(funds awarded to Daresbury). JS will discuss the organization of the Warwick 
meeting with the new Chair of the Forum. 

 
 
3 Matters arising 
 

The Chair presented and discussed the Nuclear Physics Consolidated Grant Statistics 
Summary 2017 which is available on the STFC website at 
https://stfc.ukri.org/files/summary-statistics-of-award-2017/ 

 
A discussion of the academic time on Consolidated Grants ensued, noting that the 
average academic time has consistently dropped and now stands at 9%. Different 

https://stfc.ukri.org/files/summary-statistics-of-award-2017/
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universities have different attitudes to this issue – it is a bigger problem in some 
institutions compared to others. It was noted that academic time has been reduced 
in order to be able to fund other parts of the programme (such as PDRAs). This is not 
done in other areas of STFC. It would be a problem if UKRI wanted to treat academic 
time in all areas equally. 
 
It was noted that the STFC DTA studentship algorithm has changed and it now uses a 
total average of the academic time, so staff are no longer excluded if they are below 
a threshold. 

 
Travel funding, the numbers of PDRAs and cross community effort were also 
discussed. 

 
 
4 Future project presentations 

 
(i) DRACULA (Wilton Catford) 
 
WNC gave a presentation about DRACULA, which is an array of Si detectors for 
transfer reactions with radioactive beams at FRIB. It will build on the developments 
of TIARA and SHARC. 
 
There was a long discussion of the data acquisition and the relation of this project to 
other possible projects.  
 
(ii) Neutrino-nucleus interactions (Arnau Rios) 
 
AR presented plans for a nuclear theory framework for neutrino physics. This would 
be funds for PDRAs, workshops, and computing, totalling around £600k. 
 
There was a suggestion that this project could request funds from the particle 
Physics project line. 

 
 
5 General discussion of future projects 
 

Most of this discussion took place at the Future Projects meeting that took place at 
Daresbury in July. At that meeting, about 12 projects were put forward. 
 
There was some discussion of the definition of a Project (i.e. a PPRP Project). It was 
stated that it is not necessarily all about building things. A Project is defined by the 
size, complexity and timescales. Projects would be split into work packages, and 
have milestones, and would be monitored by an Oversight Committee.  
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6 Funding opportunities 
 
 (i) Global Challenge Research Fund 
 

AMB noted that she has applied for £30k from GCRF to fund travel to a workshop at 
iThemba to discuss collaboration with South Africa and other African countries, 
particularly with respect to the development of techniques related to fast timing and 
novel scintillators. This involves Brighton, Surrey, UWS, Manchester and Daresbury. 
 
Several other applications to the GCRF foundation call were mentioned by David 
Jenkins (also in South Africa), Gavin Smith and John Roberts (Nuclear Skills in South 
Africa) and an application from Surrey for collaboration with India.  
 
Next year, there will be a call for larger grants that will be developed following on 
from the foundation grants. Over the next four years there will be £4B available from 
the UK government.  

  
 (ii) Industrial Strategy Challenge Fund 
 

Not much was discussed about this item. There was a brief discussion about the ISCF 
studentships call. It was suggested that we should made GCRF and ISCF a standing 
item on the agenda. 

 
 
7 AOB 
  
 Rutherford Medal 

It was pointed out that there have been some changes to the details of the IOP 
Rutherford Medal. It is now awarded every year, and it includes particle physics. 

 Details are on the IOP web pages: 
http://www.iop.org/about/awards/silver/nuclear-and-particle/page_38526.html 
 
There are also other prizes that we should consider for example for outreach and 
public engagement. It is good for the community to get people nominated for these 
prizes. 

 
 Nuclear Physics Graduate School 

It was pointed out that it is important that we keep the Nuclear Physics Graduate 
School programme going. AMB noted that it is helpful for the STFC PhD Studentship 
Accreditation, for which we will need to apply in early 2018. AMB, SJF and JFS agreed 
to update the Graduate School and to get the programme up and running for the  
2017-2018 academic session. 
 
STFC Accelerator Review 
AJB sent an email to the community on 25th July 2017 concerning the STFC review of 
its accelerator programme. The forum was reminded about the email from AJB and 
that the review needs input (though there may not be much from nuclear physics). 

http://www.iop.org/about/awards/silver/nuclear-and-particle/page_38526.html
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Thanks to the outgoing Chair 
The outgoing Chair, Professor David Ireland, was thanked for his three years of 
service as Chair of the Nuclear Physics Forum. 

 
 
8 Date of next meeting 
 
 The Warwick meeting will take place on 4th and 5th January 2018. 
 The next meeting of the Nuclear Physics Forum will take place on 26th April 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to correct any errors or omissions in these minutes,  
please contact the Nuclear Physics Forum Secretary at John.F.Smith@uws.ac.uk. 
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(For ease of reference, the meetings are now numbered. This was meeting #18.) 
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