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Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting                                            DRAFT 
held at the University of York (King’s Manor) on Wednesday 28th September 2016 
Version 0.2 

 

 
Present: D. G. Ireland (Chair), J. F. Smith (Secretary), J. Billowes, A. J. Boston, D. M. Cullen,  

C. Aa. Diget, J. Dobaczewski, W. Gelletly, R. D. Herzberg, M. Labiche, I. H. Lazarus,  
M. Petri, Zs. Podolyák*, P. H. Regan*, J. Simpson, P. M. Walker*, and C. Wheldon 

 
* By teleconference/Skype. 
 
Groups represented: Birmingham, Daresbury, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Surrey, UWS,  

and York 
Groups not represented:  Brighton, and Edinburgh 
 
 

Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from the following people: 
L. S. Barnby, A. M. Bruce, P. A. Butler, D. M. Cullen, S. J. Freeman, D. G. Jenkins, I. J. D. MacGregor,  
J. A. McGovern, R. D. Page, E. S. Paul, J. W. Roberts, B. Seitz, and N. R. Walet  
   
 
1 Welcome and introduction from the Chair 
 
The Chair welcomed all those present, and apologies for absence (above) were given. The Chair 
noted that the meeting is running concurrently with meetings during NuSTAR week at the University 
of York. The clash with one of the NuSTAR sessions has meant that some people are unable to 
attend this Forum meeting. 
 
 
2 Minutes of the previous meeting on 10th May 2016 
 
The actions from the previous minutes (included below in italics) were considered. 
 

 The Secretary will embolden the names of the Heads of Groups in the Community List on the 
Nuclear Physics Forum webpages.  
This was completed. It was pointed out that Bob Wadsworth should be replaced by Mike 
Bentley for the University of York.  

 

 AJB to circulate the (Science Board) presentation to the community. 
This was completed. 

 

 Chair to request information from Heads of Groups (or alternatives) regarding overseas 
postgraduate fees at each institution. 
This was completed; the Chair has this information. 

 

 JFS to convene a Graduate School Committee with one person per institution. JFS and JB to 
speak to STFC about funding for the Graduate School. 
This was partially completed. Graduate School funding from STFC would come from the 
Consolidated Grants line. 
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 Secretary to update the committee lists on the Nuclear Physics Forum web pages. 
This was completed. 

 

 Secretary to contact Sean Freeman about destination-data for nuclear-physics PhD students 
(i.e. find out if this already exists). 
This was completed. The destination data under discussion has not already been collected. 
Destination data is useful in many instances to demonstrate the impact of what we do. This 
could be first destination data or present destination data. The Secretary noted that this 
data can be held on the Nuclear Physics Forum web pages.  

 

 The Chair to contact Mike Bentley to ask about the feasibility of holding the September 2016 
meeting at York during NuSTAR week. 
This was completed. The present Forum meeting has been arranged to coincide with 
NuSTAR week at York. 

 
The minutes were accepted as an accurate representation of the meeting. 
 
 
3 Matters arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4 STFC ODA Funding 
 
The Chair raised the issue of Official Development Assistance (ODA) funding as discussed at the 
previous meeting. There will apparently be around £3.5M funding to STFC p.a. for the purpose of 
ODA. The Chair noted that an outline for a possible proposal (to fund PhD studentships and PDRAs 
from ODA recipient countries) had been discussed with STFC. The feedback received suggested that 
it would need some work to meet ODA criteria. 
 
A discussion of possible opportunities for ODA funding ensued. Some of the points raised were as 
follows. 

 We could request funds for sabbaticals for junior staff from ODA countries to come to the 
UK (which better fulfils the requirement of benefit to the home country). 

 We could focus on specific countries such as India, China, or South Africa. 

 A number of people in the UK community have strong connections to India, and these 
should perhaps be exploited. 

 We could propose a scheme similar to the LTA framework whereby students or PDRAs from 
the UK spend time in ODA countries. 

 We could consider joint PhD studentships with institutions in ODA countries. 
 
It was agreed that what would be most useful to the community is PhD studentships and PDRAs. 
It was agreed that that we need to think about which “global challenge” we are addressing. Once 
we, as a community, have decided what we want, we need to speak to STFC to find out what they 
want and how we go about putting forward our plans. 
 
ACTION  The Chair will speak to Victoria Wright at STFC again. 
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PHR pointed out that there is a Global Challenges Research Fund Strategic Advisory Group (SAG) and 
that it is chaired by Professor Sir Mike Aaronson who is a visiting professor in politics at the 
University of Surrey (http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf/sagtor/). 
 
It was decided that a group from the community would be convened to visit Swindon to speak to 
STFC about ODA and GCRF opportunities. This will be led by the Chair. 
 
ACTION The Chair to convene a group (of not more than 6 people) from the community to 

speak to STFC about ODA and GCRF opportunities. 
 
 
5 STFC Balance of Programmes exercise 
 
The Chair pointed out that STFC is carrying out a Balance of Programmes exercise and that he is the 
nuclear-physics representative on the panel. There are two two-day meetings of the Balance of 
Programmes panel in October and November. It is important that other panel members are aware of 
the issues, problems, and pressures within the nuclear-physics community. The roadmap documents 
from each community will be fed into the Balance of Programme exercise.  
 
Several points were discussed in relation to the Balance of Programmes exercise, as follows. 
 

 It was noted that the NPAP roadmap deals with the medium term i.e. what we are doing on 
a 10-year timescale. We should perhaps start to think about where we want to be on a 
longer timescale – for example in 2035.  
 

 The problems funding PDRAs on Consolidated Grants was discussed at length. It was noted 
that the loss of three or four PDRA posts is a major problem for our community. The two-
month shortfall in PDRA funding has caused problems and if this happens again it will be 
difficult to continue those posts.  
 

 It was noted that the balance between exploitation and projects is 4:1. If the UK is no longer 
a part of the major projects then we will lose influence internationally. Also, involvement in 
new projects is a good indication of the future of the subject. It is important that the Balance 
of Programmes Panel considers the balance between exploitation and projects. 
 

 The problems of funding UK nuclear theory were raised but it was agreed that this is perhaps 
not a good approach as any concerns about the funding of nuclear theory can easily be 
answered by the pointing at the new funding for the York nuclear theory group. 

 
It was stated that the timescale for the Balance of Programmes exercise is likely to be the same as 
that for the Nuclear Physics Consolidated Grants. 
 
 
 
  

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/funding/gcrf/sagtor/
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6 Future STFC Projects (and CERN TSR Programme) 
 
Future SOIs and Project Grant applications were discussed. In the short term the potential projects 
that were mentioned were as follows.  
 

 Scintillator tracking array for use at RIKEN and ISOLDE (15 academics from 4 institutions) 
£2.5M. 

 Advanced Charged Particle Array – a Si detector array for use with gamma beams at ELI-NP 
(10 academics from 3 institutions) £1.5-2M. 

 AGATA – purchase of detectors for the next phase (20 academics from 6 institutions) £2.5M. 
 

In the longer term, several other possible projects were mentioned. These were related to the 
Electron Ion Collider, FRIB, the NuSTAR upgrade, and the EURISOL Distributed Facility. 
 
A discussion of possible computing projects for nuclear theory ensued. It was stated that the usage 
of CPU time within the UK community fluctuates and is needed in specific blocks. Nuclear theory in 
the UK is relatively small scale and it is better to modify what we have. Once calculations have been 
performed, time is needed for analysis of the results. In summary – there are no plans for computing 
projects from the nuclear theory community. 
 
The status of the TSR project at ISOLDE was discussed. It has been announced by the Director 
General of CERN that the project is “on ice” at present. The earliest date that the project could 
receive funding is 2021, with the physics output around four years later. The Storage Ring needs to 
be moved out of Heidelberg, so if it does not go to CERN now then the options are (a) to find it an 
alternative new home or (b) for it to be packed and stored until it can be moved to CERN. In terms of 
what this means to the ISOL Project Grant, backup plans have been made for the two spectrometers, 
using a new beamline at ISOLDE. The Project will still deliver the same science but in different ways.  
There is an Oversight Committee meeting in late September 2016 at which the mitigation plans will 
be presented. In terms of the deliverables, the freezing of the TSR plans at CERN may have little 
impact. It will be clear after the Oversight Committee meeting whether the mitigation plans are 
acceptable. 
 
 
7 Nuclear Physics Graduate School 
 
The Secretary (JFS) raised the issue of the Nuclear Physics Graduate School. The task of running the 
School has been undertaken voluntarily by JFS and Jon Billowes. The School did not run in 2015-2016 
primarily due to the difficulty in getting responses from lecturers and the amount of effort required 
on behalf of the organizers. 
 
The idea of operating and offering the School is well supported, and it was noted that verbal 
feedback from the students has been good. The School could play an important part in any bid for 
ODA-funding to support PhD students.  It was pointed out that any PhD level course could be 
included into the School. It is intended that the School will continue to operate in 2016-2017. 
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8 Committee membership 
 
It was noted that the Nuclear Physics Forum meetings are a useful opportunity to discuss UK 
representation on different panels and committees, where appropriate. 
 
There is a list of committees, panels, boards and groups which have membership from the UK 
community on the Nuclear Physics Forum web pages at www.nuclearphysicsforum.com. Two 
omissions were noted: David Ireland serves on the Mainz PAC and Andrei Andreyev serves on the 
RIKEN PAC. These committees will be added to the Nuclear Physics Forum web pages.  
 
ACTION  The Secretary will update committee membership on the web pages. 
 
Any required amendments or additions to the web pages can be requested by email to the Secretary 
or by contacting the local editor of the web pages (listed on the web pages). 
 
 
9 AOB 
 

 Nuclear Physics Summer School 2017 
The 19th STFC UK Nuclear Physics Summer School will take place between 21st August and 
2nd September at Queens University Belfast. The school is being organized by Laura 
Harkness Brennan and Arnau Rios Huguet. The web site for the school is at 
https://sites.google.com/site/uknpss2017/home 

 

 Warwick Meeting 2017 
A community meeting will be held at the University of Warwick on 5th and 6th January 2017. 
The venue has already been booked, and paid-for (by Andy Boston). The meeting will be 
organized by the Chair and Andy Boston. 

 

 INPC 2019 
The Chair reminded the Forum that the International Nuclear Physics Conference in 2019 
will be held in Glasgow, in July 2019, and the conference will be chaired by David Ireland.  

 

 IEEE Symposium in Nuclear Science and Medical Imaging 2019 
The IEEE Symposium in Nuclear Science and Medical Imaging will be held in Manchester in 
November 2019.  

 

 New Group: University of Derby 
It was noted that Dr Lee Barnby has recently taken up a position in the Department of 
Mathematics at the University of Derby. Lee Barnby will continue his research with ALICE. 
The University of Derby has joined the ALICE collaboration. 

 

 Outreach in nuclear physics 
Alessandro Pastore stated that York have developed a Lego chart of nuclides called “Binding 
Blocks”. This was recently used at a Daresbury open day. The Chair noted that “Outreach in 
Nuclear Physics” is a parallel session at the INPC, and that there will be a session on 
outreach at the Warwick meeting in January. 

 
  

http://www.nuclearphysicsforum.com/
https://sites.google.com/site/uknpss2017/home


Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting at York on 28th September 2016 Page 6 of 6 
 

 Funding for nuclear-theory visitors 
Jacek Dobaczewski noted that there is money available at York, provided by STFC for training 
and visitors. Visitors can be funded through the scheme called “Nuclear.Theory.Vision@UK”. 
Visitors that are funded through this route would normally be expected to visit several 
different nuclear-physics groups. Funding is decided through a small committee consisting of 
Jacek Dobaczewski, Niels Walet, and Carlo Barbieri. There is a meeting of the 
“Nuclear.Theory.Vision@UK” group on 1st and 2nd November 2016 at the University of 
Surrey. 

 
 
10 Dates of future meetings 
 
The dates will be as follows. Some venues are yet to be confirmed (TBC). 
 

Thursday 5th & Friday 6th January 2017 Warwick 

Wednesday 26th April 2017 Daresbury (TBC) 

Wednesday 6th September 2017 Daresbury (TBC) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to correct any errors or omissions in these minutes,  
please contact the Nuclear Physics Forum Secretary at John.F.Smith@uws.ac.uk. 
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