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Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting                                         DRAFT 
held at the Daresbury Laboratory on Tuesday 10th May 2016 
Version 0.1 

 

 
Present: D. G. Ireland (Chair), J. F. Smith (Secretary), A. J. Boston, P. A. Butler, D. M. Cullen,  

L. P. Gaffney, L. J. Harkness-Brennan, R. D. Herzberg, M. A. Labiche, I. H. Lazarus,  
I. J. D. MacGregor, J. A. McGovern, R. D. Page, Z. Podolyák*, P. H. Regan*, and 
J. Simpson 

  (* via teleconference) 
 
 
Groups represented: Daresbury, Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, Surrey, and UWS 
Groups not represented:  Birmingham, Brighton, Edinburgh, and York 
 
 

Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from the following people:   
M. Aliotta, A. N. Andreyev, C. Barbieri, J. Billowes, A. M. Bruce, C. J. Barton, D. M. Cullen,  
K. T. Flanagan, S. J. Freeman, L. J. Harkness-Brennan, P. G. Jones, D. T. Joss, M. Labiche,  
A. M. Laird, P. J. Nolan, D. O’Donnell, J. W. Roberts, B. Seitz, K. M. Spohr, P. D. Stevenson,  
R. Wadsworth, and C. Wheldon 
 
 
 
1 Welcome and introduction from the Chair 
 
The Chair welcomed all those present, and apologies for absence (above) were given. The Secretary 
noted that the date of the present meeting clashes with pre-arranged meetings at the Universities of 
Surrey and York which has precluded attendance from staff at those institutions. In view of this, a 
change of date of the present meeting was considered but ultimately deemed impractical. 
 
 
2 Minutes of the previous meeting on 29th April 2015 
 
A meeting had been planned in September 2015 to discuss the Roadmap document, but the meeting 
had been cancelled. The previous meeting took place at Daresbury on 29th April 2015. The minutes 
had been made available on the Nuclear Physics Forum web pages prior to the present meeting. The 
minutes were accepted as an accurate representation of the meeting. 
 
Actions from the previous minutes are listed below, with follow-up information. 
 

 Heads of Groups should be proactive in contacting the people responsible for upkeep of the 
ukusers and academic mailing lists, especially when changes are necessary. 
This is an ongoing action. For the ukusers mailing list, the responsibility is with Heads of 
Groups to inform Dave Laff at Daresbury (David.Laff@stfc.ac.uk) when changes are required. 

 

 Rodi Herzberg to identify someone to maintain the uk-academic list at Liverpool after 
September 2015. 
This action has not yet been completed. 

 

mailto:David.Laff@stfc.ac.uk
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 Organizers of the Nuclear Physics Graduate School to consider a funding request to STFC to 
fund aspects of the school. 
This issue has been raised with STFC and an item is included on the agenda of the present 
meeting. 

 

 Chair to add “committee memberships” to agenda of next meeting. 
This action has been completed and this will become a standing item on the agendas. 

 
 
3 Matters arising 
 
Peter Butler agreed to email Heads of Groups to ask for updates to the ukacademic mailing list held 
at Liverpool. Discussion arose about the present list of Heads of Groups and the following people 
were identified. 
 

Birmingham Peter Jones 

Brighton Alison Bruce 

Daresbury John Simpson 

Edinburgh Phil Woods 

Glasgow David Ireland 

Liverpool Robert Page 

Manchester Jonathan Billowes & Mike Birse 

Open University Ray Mackintosh 

Surrey Wilton Catford 

UWS John Smith 

York Bob Wadsworth 

 
ACTION The Secretary will embolden the names of the Heads of Groups in the Community 

List on the Nuclear Physics Forum webpages. 
 
 
4 Report from Meeting with Science Board (Andy Boston) 
 
The Nuclear Physics Roadmap was completed on 22nd April and was presented to STFC Science 
Board by Andy Boston (as Chair of the Nuclear Physics Advisory Panel) at the end of April. AJB went 
through the slides that were presented to Science Board. Some points to note are as follows. 
 

 The meeting with Science Board was very positive. The high-quality of science from the 
nuclear-physics community is recognized by Science Board, as well as the present financial 
stress on the community. 

 

 In order to promote research between different STFC areas, it is now possible for members 
of the community to be named on a Nuclear Physics Consolidated Grant as well as a 
Consortium Grant from a different area of the STFC portfolio (e.g. particle physics or 
astrophysics). 

 

 There was a ~half-hour discussion with Science Board about PhD student training and 
Science Board were very favourable to the idea of a central DTC-type setup for the training 
of PhD students in nuclear physics. The importance of the established biennial Nuclear 
Physics Summer School was recognised. 
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 The additional funding request for FAIR was discussed with Science Board, specifically with 
regard to the impact that the additional UK contribution will have on the development of 
FAIR. 

 

 The issue of computing and its importance within STFC was raised. STFC are particularly 
focussed on (i) simulations and (ii) big data. The Nuclear Physics community should consider 
if these areas, and the potential for funding, could be of use, for example with analysis and 
processing of AGATA data. 

 

 There will be a light-touch programmatic review over the summer to assess the balance of 
programmes. STFC will issue questions in mid-June with answers being required over the 
summer. 

 

 AJB stated that the slides that he presented will be made available to the community 
 
ACTION  AJB to circulate the presentation to the community. 
 
 
5 Official Development Assistance (ODA) funding  
 
The Chair raised the issue of Official Development Assistance (ODA) funding which was initially 
mentioned by the STFC Chief Executive at the Nuclear Physics Town Meeting in Liverpool in April 
(during the IOP Conference). There will apparently be around £3.5M funding to STFC p.a. for the 
purpose of ODA. Discussion ensued about how the Nuclear Physics Community may be able to 
respond to calls for ODA funding. An idea was proposed by the Chair to request ODA funding to 
support PhD students (and perhaps PDRAs) from ODA-recipient countries within the UK nuclear 
physics research groups. It was suggested that the nuclear-physics community could request funding 
for 10 PhD students and 5 PDRAs per year from ODA funding. The ways that this could operate and 
the size of a possible request on this basis were discussed. The Nuclear Physics Graduate School 
(next item on the Agenda) could be incorporated into any such bid to provide high-quality training 
for PhD students. The Chair will ask someone at each institution for overseas PhD student fees in 
order to judge the size of a possible funding request to STFC. 
 
ACTION Chair to request information from Heads of Groups (or alternatives) regarding 

overseas postgraduate fees at each institution. 
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6 Nuclear Physics Graduate School (John Smith) 
 
The Secretary (JFS) raised the issue of the Nuclear Physics Graduate School. The School was put 
together in response to a recommendation of the “Gelletley Report” around three years ago and has 
been running since then. The School has so far offered eight modules to PhD students in the 
community. The modules are offered on a voluntary basis from different institutions. The School has 
a web site at http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com which gives details of the modules 
offered. The School ran reasonably successfully for two years but has not been operating in the 
present academic year, primarily due to the amount of effort that it requires to run, and the difficult 
in getting a response from lecturers.  The task of running the School has been undertaken voluntarily 
by JFS and Jon Billowes. The School would run more smoothly with dedicated administrative 
support. 
 
The purpose of the inclusion on the agenda was to establish whether or not there is general support 
for the Graduate School from the community as a whole. There was general support expressed for 
the School from the people present at the meeting, and it was noted that verbal feedback from the 
students has been good. It was noted that the School could play an important part in any bid for 
ODA-funding to support PhD students. 
 
In response to discussion at the previous Nuclear Physics Forum meeting, JFS has spoken to STFC 
about the possibility of funding for administrative support for the School. The response was not 
entirely clear and this will be pursued further. JFS also noted that he will attempt to initiate a 
“Graduate School Committee” with one member from each institution. 
 
ACTION  JFS to convene a Graduate School Committee with one person per institution. 
 
ACTION  JFS and JB to speak to STFC about funding for the Graduate School. 
 
 
7 Cross-community support 
 
As a reminder, it was noted that any requests for cross-community effort on the forthcoming 
Consolidated Grant applications should be submitted to Bob Wadsworth by the 24th June 2016. The 
purpose of this early deadline is to allow groups with cross-community staff sufficient time to 
include all requested effort in the applications (due for submission by 22nd September 2016) and to 
prevent issues of over commitment of cross-community staff. 
 
 
8 Committee membership 
 
At the previous meeting, it was decided that “Committee Membership” should be a standing item on 
the agenda, and the Nuclear Physics Forum provides a useful opportunity to discuss open positions 
on committees and to make suggestions, with community backing, about membership. 
 
The discussion was mainly focussed on the committees listed on the Nuclear Physics Forum web 
pages. Several suggestions were made for additions to the list on the web pages (including NuPECC, 
ISOLDE INTC and ISCC, ECT* Scientific Board, EIC User Group, and various NuSTAR committees). 
 
ACTION  Secretary to update the committee lists on the Nuclear Physics Forum web pages. 
 
 

http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/
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9 AOB 
 
STFC Consolidated Grants Deadline 
It was noted by the Chair of the Nuclear Physics Grants Panel (Douglas MacGregor) that the 
Consolidated Grants guidelines have recently been circulated (on 6th May 2016) and the deadline 
for applications is 22nd September 2016. 
 
Destinations of PhD Students 
JS noted that data about the present status (destinations) of past PhD students from the nuclear-
physics community is very useful. It is not clear who, if anyone is compiling this data. This data 
should be maintained and continuously updated, so that it is available when required. The Secretary 
noted that Sean Freeman has collected such data in the past and that he may be a starting point to 
find out if any such data already exists which could be updated. 
 
ACTION Secretary to contact Sean Freeman about destination-data for nuclear-physics PhD 

students (i.e. find out if this already exists). 
 
 
10 Dates of meetings for the next 12 months 
 
In order to give participants sufficient advance notice, and hopefully thereby maximize attendance, 
it has been decided by the Chair to set the dates of the meetings for the next 12 months. The dates 
will be as follows. Venues are yet to be confirmed (TBC). 
 

Wednesday 28th September 2016 Daresbury or maybe York (TBC) 

Thursday 5th & Friday 6th January 2017 Warwick 

Wednesday 26th April 2017 Daresbury (TBC) 

Wednesday 6th September 2017 Daresbury (TBC) 

 
The Chair noted that this will probably complete his (3-year) tenure, and an election for the next 
Chair will be held in summer 2017. 
 
It was noted that the date of 28th September 2016 is in the middle of NuSTAR week to be held at 
the University of York.  
 
ACTION The Chair to contact Mike Bentley to ask about the feasibility of holding the 

September 2016 meeting at York during NuSTAR week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to correct any errors or omissions in these minutes,  
please contact the Nuclear Physics Forum Secretary at John.F.Smith@uws.ac.uk. 
 
This file:   015_npf_minutes_100516.docx/pdf. 
Date created: Monday, 23 May 2016 10:13 PM 
Last edited: Sunday, 29 May 2016 9:44:21 PM 
Version:  0.1 
(For ease of reference, the meetings are now numbered. This was meeting #15.) 
 

mailto:John.F.Smith@uws.ac.uk

