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Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting  
held at the Daresbury Laboratory on Wednesday 29th April 2015 
Version 0.1 

 

 
Present: D. G. Ireland (Chair), J. F. Smith (Secretary), J. Billowes, A. J. Boston, A. M. Bruce,  

P. A. Butler, T. Cocolios, C. A. Diget, K. T. Flanagan, R. D. Herzberg, P. G. Jones,  
I. H. Lazarus, J. A. McGovern, R. D. Page, Z. Podolyák,  B. Seitz, R. Wadsworth,  
and D. Watts 

 
Groups represented: Birmingham, Brighton, Daresbury, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Liverpool,  

Manchester, Surrey, UWS, and York 
Groups not represented:  (None) 
 
 
 

Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from the following people:  M. Aliotta, C. J. Barton, D. M. Cullen,  
S. J. Freeman, L. J. Harkness-Brennan, M. A. Labiche, A. M. Laird, P. J. Nolan, D. O’Donnell,  
J. W. Roberts, M. Scheck, G. S. Simpson, D. Sokhan, and K. Spohr. 
 
 
1 Welcome and introduction from the Chair 
 
The Chair welcomed all those present, and apologies for absence (above) were given. 
 
 
2 Minutes of the previous meeting on 9th September 2014 
 
The Actions from the previous minutes are listed below, with information about the follow-up. 
 

 “Community to make sure that STFC are kept aware that the 8-month PDRA shortfall is still 
an issue.” 

 
The wording of this Action was questioned and a clarification was given. This issue was 
raised (by one of the affected PDRAs) at the STFC Nuclear and Particle Physics Town Meeting 
in Manchester in early April. It was decided to leave the wording as it stands. 

 

 “Chair to request information from Heads of Groups as to what was funded in 2014 cf. 2011, 
and to collate this information (specifically with respect to academic FTE, PDRAs and core 
staff).” 

 
The Action has been completed. The information was presented by the Chair at the 
Cosener’s House meeting in January 2015. 

 

 “Chair to ask Bob Wadsworth to send a request to Consolidated Grant PIs to ask for 
information about which cross-community posts were funded.” 

 
This Action has been completed. 
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3 Matters arising 
 
The issue of the uk nuclear-physics mailing lists was raised. Presently the uk-academic mailing list (at 
Liverpool) is maintained by Peter Butler, but he will cease to maintain it after September 2015. Rodi 
Herzberg agreed to find someone at Liverpool to take over the upkeep of the uk-academic list. It was 
also noted that the uk-users list (at Daresbury) needs to me kept up to date. Both lists need some 
effort to be maintained and kept up-to-date. Two Actions arose as follows. 
 
ACTION: Heads of Groups should be proactive in contacting the people responsible for 

upkeep of the lists, especially when changes are necessary. 
 
ACTION: Rodi Herzberg to identify someone to maintain the uk-academic list at Liverpool 

after September 2015. 
 
 
4 Participation of UK at Pisa School (Peter Butler) 
 
A school entitled “Rewriting nuclear-physics textbooks: 30 years of radioactive ion beam physics” 
will be held in Pisa from 20-24th July 2015. Details are available on the internet at: 
https://agenda.infn.it/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=8712 The school is open to 3rd and 4th year 
undergraduate students, as well as PhD students. The organizers and International Advisory 
Committee (including Andrei Andreyev) have sent several emails to UK Heads of Groups encouraging 
attendance. York is funding three students to attend the School: two funded by the Department of 
Physics and one funded by group funds.  
 
It was noted that UK representation at the School is important, and other groups should consider 
sending students. 
 
 
5 Roundup/overview of Fellowship applications 
 
A general discussion of Fellowships within the nuclear-physics community was held. The number of 
applicants for Ernest Rutherford Fellowships from the nuclear-physics community is generally quite 
low compared to the number from the particle physics and astronomy communities. It was stated 
that perhaps the UK community should work together, for example recommending good quality 
applicants to other groups if the applicants cannot be supported in the STFC quota. It was noted that 
two of the Ernest Rutherford Fellows who have been appointed in the past five years have 
terminated the Fellowship to take up permanent positions abroad. 
 
Regarding other fellowships, it is not known how many applicants there are from the nuclear physics 
community for Royal Society Fellowships. There will be an EU-Marie Curie Fellowship hosted at 
Birmingham starting next year.  
 
The STFC Horizon 2020/Marie Curie COFUND programme was highlighted. This will fund 36 two-year 
postdoctoral fellowships within STFC departments and facilities. These posts could be scientists or 
engineers and could ve, for example, related to the ISOL or NuSTAR projects. Details are available on 
the internet at: 
http://www.stfc.ac.uk/funding/fellowships/rutherford-international-fellowship-programme/ 
 
 

https://agenda.infn.it/conferenceDisplay.py?confId=8712
http://www.stfc.ac.uk/funding/fellowships/rutherford-international-fellowship-programme/
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6 UK Nuclear Physics Graduate School (John Smith) 
 
The Secretary stated that the Nuclear Physics Graduate School is up and running, in its second year 
of operation. Most of the courses started after Christmas due to delays with the initial organization 
in the autumn. This is not ideal, and next year the organizers and lecturers will endeavour to get the  
school up and running earlier in the academic year. Details of the school are available at 
http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/ 
 
Funding for the school was discussed. The organizers (Smith and Billowes) stated that they would 
consider an application for funding to STFC. 
 
ACTION:  Organizers of the Nuclear Physics Graduate School to consider a funding request to 

STFC to fund aspects of the school. 
 
 
7 Status of the 2015 Nuclear Physics Summer School 
 
The 2015 nuclear-physics summer school is being organized by David O’Donnell (Glasgow) and Carlo 
Barbieri (Surrey). The school will be held at the University of Lancaster from 24th August to the 5th 
September 2015. Details are being finalized and it is expected that a website will be up and running 
shortly. 
 
 
8 AOB 
 
Tenure of the Nuclear Physics Chair and Secretary 
 
The Chair proposed that the Chair and Secretary roles should be made on a three-year basis. This 
proposal was agreed. The present Chair was elected in September 2014, so the election for the next 
Chair should be held in summer 2017. 
 
Committee Memberships 
 
The issue of international committee memberships was raised, such as NuPECC and the ISOLDE 
Collaboration Committee. It was noted that STFC often make these appointments, and that it would 
be useful if the community could advise STFC. It was suggested that the Nuclear Physics Forum, 
being a community-organized discussion group, would be the ideal body to provide suggestions to 
STFC. The Chair noted that committee memberships would be discussed at the next Nuclear Physics 
Forum meeting. 
 
ACTION:  Chair to add “committee memberships” to agenda of next meeting. 
 
STFC Equipment Call 
 
Alison Bruce, in her capacity as Chair of the Nuclear Physics Grants Panel, notes that there was a 
recent call for bids for equipment (capital) from STFC with a deadline for applications in late June. It 
is expected that there will be around £200k available in total. The funds awarded will need to be 
spent in a specific short period, before March 2016. 
 
 

http://uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/
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9 Date of next two meetings (September 2015, Cosener's House 2015) 
 
As previously agreed, the next two meetings of the Nuclear Physics Forum will take place in 
September 2015 and in January 2015 (as part of the Cosener’s House meeting). It was generally 
agreed that the best dates for the Cosener’s House meeting are 6th and 7th January 2016. A date for 
the September meeting will be agreed by Doodle Poll. 
 
Note added after the meeting 
 
Cosener’s House is unavailable for the required period (early January) so the Nuclear Physics 
Community Meeting will take place at Arden House at the University of Warwick Conference Centre 
on the 6th and 7th January 2016 (1pm start and finish). An email giving initial details was sent to the 
uk-academic mailing list by Andrew Boston on 14th July 2015. 
 
A meeting to discuss the NPAP Roadmap and Strategy will be held at Daresbury on 4th September. 
This meeting will be held in place of the September Nuclear Physics Forum meeting. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Following the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting, a discussion of the Nuclear Physics Roadmap and 
Strategy was held, chaired by Andrew Boston (as Chair of NPAP). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you would like to correct any errors or omissions in these minutes,  
please contact the Nuclear Physics Forum Secretary at John.F.Smith@uws.ac.uk. 
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