
Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting 
held at the University of Paisley on 21st September 2005 
 
Version 1.1 
 
Present:    D. M. Cullen (chairman), J. F. Smith (secretary), M. Burns, W. N. Catford, R. Chapman,  

A. Hodsdon, K. Keyes, M. Labiche, R. Lemmon, D. O'Donnell, J. Ollier, A. Papenberg, 
P. H. Regan, M. Shaw, J. Simpson, K. Spohr, and P. J. Woods.   

 
1. Apologies for absence 
 

J. Billowes, P. A. Butler, M. Chartier, S. J. Freeman, D. T. Joss, R. D. Page,  
Zs. Pololyák, A. G. Smith, M. J. Taylor, R. Wadsworth, P. M. Walker, and S. Williams. 

 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting 
 
Noted: RL pointed out that Daresbury are involved in designing the prototype electronics for 

the Prisma SED detectors and should be credited for it. RL and JS pointed out that there 
were several errors in the institutions involved in the "grant submissions" section. 
Specifically: Surrey are not involved in the grant proposal for a TIARA-style Si barrel 
for TIGRESS, and that proposal was not submitted to the April EPSRC prioritization 
panel. Also, York are not involved in the GANIL-beamline proposal (which was 
submitted to the April panel). These amendments have been made to the previous 
minutes (v2.0). 

 
 
3. Matters arising not covered elsewhere on the agenda 
 
Noted: The Chairman wished to add reports on (a) the Cosener's House meeting, and (b) the 

meeting with the EPSRC physics programme manager, Jane Nicholson. 
 
 
4. Physics presentation 
 
Received:  A presentation about a planned experiment with Prisma and CLARA was made: 
  "New Spectroscopy South-West of 132Sn" 

by David O'Donnell (University of Paisley) 
 
 
5. Status of projects 

 
Status reports: Prior to the meeting, status reports about some facilities and projects were solicited 
from the experts and circulated in order to cut down the discussion at the meeting. Where available, 
the status reports have been included directly into these minutes. The status reports are, however, also 
supplemented by issues raised at the meeting. Where the reports are written in first person, it refers to 
the person who supplied the report, named in bold text. 
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(a) TRIUMF 
 
Status Report: Received from Alison Laird. 
 

DRAGON have had a busy summer with a month long run on 26Al(p,γ)27Si using the 
new TRILIS (TRIUMF Laser Ion Source). Unfortunately the laser source failed part of 
the way through the run but will be running again this month in time for another run 
with 26Al in October.  Using the offline ion source (OLIS), DRAGON have also been 
investigating the issues related to studying 40Ca(α,γ) e.g. charge state distribution, etc. 
Finally, there was a 12C+16O experiment by the Strasbourg and York groups.  Members 
of the DRAGON group were also involved in producing a 22Na target at TRIUMF to be 
transported to University of Washington, Seattle, for a 22Na(p,γ) study. 

 
 

TUDA had two runs over the summer. The first, in July, was a measurement of the 
charged-particle exit channels from 12C+12C fusion in the centre of mass energy range 
3.3-4.0 MeV.  There were some teething problems with the new VME TDCs as this was 
the first time they had been used in experiments and also some issues arose with using 
LEDA detectors with high intensity stable beams.  As a result, more beamtime will be 
requested in the new year. The second measurement, 10B(α,p) was a success.  The 
experiment was a ‘proof of principle’ run, using the York gas cell with an improved 
detector configuration, in anticipation of a 18Ne beam becoming available in the new 
year. Both data-acquisition and detectors worked very well and the data are currently 
being analysed. 

 
ISAC I/II Tests of the new FEBIAD source are planned for the end of this year. Should 
these be successful, neon and possibly fluorine beams may be available in 2006.  The 
first beam was accelerated in the ISAC II accelerator hall during the summer. TRIUMF 
have promised support for EMMA (Barry Davids FMA-like recoil-mass separator) until 
the next grant round (once a year in Canada). 

Grant The York group have submitted an EPSRC proposal to support a silicon barrel 
and Bragg detector for use with the TIGRESS array. 

 
 
(b) GSI 
 
RISING 
 
Status Report: Received from John Simpson.   
 
 JS reported that the UK (Daresbury and Liverpool) has designed the stopped beam set-

up for the beta-decay, and isomer spectroscopy experiments. Production and assembly is 
in progress. The stopped beam experiments will use an array with 105 germanium 
crystals which is 20% efficient at 661 keV. 
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Noted: PHR stated that the RISING fast-beam campaign has now finished. The UK is 
involved with the stopped beam experiments, using an active stopper, and the gRISING 
experiments.  These experiments will indirectly lead, later, into the DESPEC and 
HISPEC experiments.  

 
 There are 6 accepted stopped beam proposals, plus 2 which were held back from 

previous PACS. These experiments are expected to run between February and May 
2006. 

 
  In November, the so-called gRISING experiments will start, whereby g-factors of 

isomeric states will be measured using TDPAC (implanting nuclei between two 
permanent magnets). These experiments are being led by Gerda Neyens from Leuven. 
The experiments are ready to be set up. 
 
PHR stated that there are some running costs for RISING in the Surrey grant 

 
 
FAIR (NUSTAR) 
 
Status Report: Received from Zsolt Pololyák. 
 

Technical Proposals of each of the NUSTAR projects were submitted in late 2004 and 
early 2005. They were reviewed by different PACs and technical committees. The 
"results" were made available in April 2005. 
 
ZP reported the results for NUSTAR part of FAIR: 

 
A+      R3B  
A       HISPEC/DESPEC (intermediate energy) 
A       ILIMA 
A       LASPEC 
A       MATS 
B       AIC 
B       ELISE 
B       EXL 
B       NCAP 
C       EXO-PBAR 
C       HISPEC/DESPEC (low energy) 
 

The grades were as follows: A - excellent proposal; B - very good, some problems;  
C - needs considerable work; D - rejected. Thus, nothing was rejected. 

Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting at Paisley on 21st September 2005                                          Page 3 of 16 



A cost review committee (CORE) has been set up to look over the cost estimates for the 
Technical Proposals. The committee wants to ensure that costs are estimated in the same 
way for each of the NUSTAR projects, and that they are reasonable. There was a CORE 
+ spokespersons meeting in June. In July updated cost estimates were submitted. All the 
costings went up. (In the previous estimates some things were omitted: safety, long 
cables, etc). According to this updated estimate, NUSTAR would cost approximately 
€80M for the SFRS and €75M for the experimental equipment. 

 
During the summer, the STI (Scientific and Technical Issues group) made some 
recommendations on the experiments at FAIR, based mainly on the PAC reports. These 
recommendations were not made public. ZP stated that the projects rated A from the 
PAC are OK, and also probably those rated B. 

 
A Technical Design Report (TDR) has to be put together in late autumn 2005. The 
submission deadline for the TDR is probably early 2006. 

 
There is a NUSTAR management board meeting on 21st and 22nd September 2005, to 
discuss the status of projects, NUSTAR working groups (electronics, tracking detectors, 
and ASIC etc.) and collaboration with SPIRAL2 at GANIL. 

 
ZP also listed some meetings associated with NUSTAR:  

 There was a HISPEC/DESPEC meeting in Valencia in June. The next meeting 
will probably be in February 2006 in GSI (together with the NUSTAR-FRS 
Annual meeting).  

 There will be a R3B/EXL meeting in Santiago de Compostella on 28-30 
September 2005. 

 There was a Swedish workshop on FAIR physics a week ago. Bill Gelletly has 
suggested that the UK community should organize a similar UK workshop, 
where all those interested in FAIR would come together. 

 
Noted: PJW reported that the whole "core" part of FAIR will cost €986M. The definition of 

what is part of the core facility is being discussed within the FAIR working groups. 
NUSTAR has 60M€ from the core.  

 
Addition: The NUSTAR PAC has the following membership: 

Chair: R. Casten, Yale (USA); F. Azaiez, INP Orsay (France); P. Butler, CERN 
(Switzerland); B. Franzke, GSI (Germany); H. Grawe, GSI (Germany); R. Janssens, 
ANL (USA); S. Kubono, CNS LAB Riken (Japan); K. Kilian, FZ Jülich (Germany);  
H.-O. Meyer, University Indiana (USA); A. Poves, University Madrid (Spain); B. Rubio, 
IFIC (Spain); B. Sherril, MSU (USA); A. Shotter, TRIUMF (Canada); A. Villari, 
GANIL (France); D. Warner, CCLRC Daresbury (United Kingdom); H. Weick, GSI 
(Germany) M. Wiescher, University Notre Dame (USA) 

 
Noted: PJW stated that it is not clear how the grades from the PACs will be used. The 

NUSTAR PAC did not stop anything, but simply made recommendations. 
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Noted: JS explained that a bid for the UK contribution to FAIR has been submitted to 
RCUK to be part of the "Large Facilities Roadmap". The roadmap procedure is 
explained on the internet at 

  http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/UKLargeFacilitiesStatement.pdf
from which the following paragraph is taken. 
 
"Every two years, RCUK (Research Councils UK) produces and publishes an updated 
map or “road map” showing the prospective facilities that individual Councils believe 
are of strategic importance for UK science over the next 15 years. Each Council is 
responsible for entries to the map within its fields of knowledge. RCUK’s Executive 
Group reviews the map’s overall shape and consistency. Inclusion of a facility on the 
map does not commit or guarantee funding by a Research Council or the Government. 
Interested parties are asked to direct comments on the map, or the prioritisation of items 
on it for funding, to the relevant Research Council." 

 
Submissions for consideration on the "Large Facilities Roadmap" are made to RCUK 
via one of the research councils – FAIR was submitted via the EPSRC. The case for 
FAIR was written by Gunther Rosner, Brian Fulton, Dave Warner, and Bill Gelletly, 
and was submitted earlier this year to EPSRC. Once all of the submissions have been 
received, they are prioritized. The meeting to discuss and prioritize the submissions will 
be held in October. Thus, by the end of November, it should be known whether FAIR 
has been allocated a high enough priority for the spending review. The roadmap does 
not explicitly deal with money. 
 
For information, RCUK publish their "Large Facilities Roadmap" approximately every 
two years. The recent "roadmaps" are on the internet. 
June 2001: http://www.ost.gov.uk/research/funding/lfroadmap/2001/index.htm
June 2003: http://www.ost.gov.uk/research/funding/lfroadmap/strat_road_map.htm
 

Noted:  JS pointed out that FAIR will compete against about 20 other large science projects. 
Some of these are as follows: FAIR (EPSRC) XFEL at DESY (EPSRC), 4GLS, 
European Spallation Source, DIAMOND, European Synchrotron Radiation Facility 
(ESRF), The UK linear collider project, and the European high-performance computing 
(EPSRC). 

 
Noted: JS highlighted some concerns about "three-way mis-communication" regarding FAIR 

between EPSRC, CCLRC, and the nuclear-physics community. PHR agreed with this 
sentiment. For example, Jane Nicholson has stated that the UK community should have 
a plan of action to co-ordinate grant requests relating to GSI, both present and future. 
PHR stated that the EPSRC are under the impression that there are presently several UK 
GSI-related grants active, but there is in fact only one. 

 
Noted: It was generally agreed that in order to help solve the problem of mis-communication, 

and to co-ordinate the UK's FAIR activity, it would be useful to hold a UK FAIR 
workshop. The NPF agreed to recommend to the HOG that the workshop should be held 
at Daresbury. The idea of holding a workshop will be discussed further and, decided 
upon, at the HOG meeting on 27th September. 

Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting at Paisley on 21st September 2005                                          Page 5 of 16 

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/documents/UKLargeFacilitiesStatement.pdf
http://www.ost.gov.uk/research/funding/lfroadmap/2001/index.htm
http://www.ost.gov.uk/research/funding/lfroadmap/strat_road_map.htm


(c) ISOLDE 
 
Status Report: Received from Peter Butler. 
 

(i) REX is running at 3 MeV/u.  The completed experiments using MINIBALL having 
UK spokespersons are Coulex of Se-70 and neutron-deficient Sn isotopes. 

 
(ii) The ISOLDE & Neutron Time-of-flight Committee (INTC, the ISOLDE PAC) has 
been asked by CERN management to organize a meeting to review the status and future 
prospects of ISOLDE and nTOF. This meeting (called NUPAC) will take place in 
October 10th to 12th, and will make an important impact on decisions on the future of 
low-energy nuclear physics at CERN. Information, including the programme and 
speakers, can be found at http://nupac.web.cern.ch/nupac

 
(iii) One important proposal that will be discussed at NUPAC will be the upgrade of 
REX-ISOLDE to 5.5 MeV/u and a 4-fold increase in primary proton intensity. This 15 
MCHF project, called HIE-ISOLDE, has now been submitted to the CERN 
management. 

 
 
(d) GANIL 
  
TIARA 
 
Noted: WNC stated that TIARA is going to be upgraded: a second barrel of Si detectors is to be 

build around the first barrel. The TIARA collaboration has an approved experiment at 
GANIL but are not expecting to run until the second half of next year. There seems to be 
some problems scheduling experiments at GANIL. (MC also has an experiment that has 
been approved since last year.) 
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Exogam 
 
Status Report: Informally received from Bob Wadsworth 
 

The Neutron Wall was set up in May and June and a test with beam and EXOGAM was 
carried out in mid July. In general this went quite well but revealed some problems 
related to triggers. Many problems were sorted out in the end by Navin Alahari and the 
in-house team after the test beam-time finished. Navin Alahari is presently running an 
experiment with the Neutron Wall. 

 
The majority of the neutron wall experiments with DIAMANT+EXOGAM are 
scheduled to take place in October and November/December. The last one finishes on 
about 3rd December. The Neutron Wall will soon be optimized for these experiments. 
This involves measuring the neutron-gamma separation, fine-tuning the PSD units, and 
measuring the light yield per MeV from each detector. Technicians from Warsaw 
(designers of PSD units) and Stockholm (filled the neutron detectors) will visit GANIL 
in the first two weeks of October to carry out this work. Johan Nyberg has requested that 
experiment spokespersons (Cederwall, Gadea, Scott Williams) send some people (or 
Ph.D. students) to assist. 

 
The connector blocks for the Exogam shields have arrived at GANIL (from Surrey). 
However, all but one of the ~8 blocks sent had the wrong connectors on them. It is 
assumed (by RW) that the French have managed to get hold of the right sort of cables so 
that the Surrey blocks can be used. Navin Alahari was very keen to get 12 detectors 
fully suppressed and operational for his experiment (which is taking place at present). 

 
There were some training issues regarding the ORTEC detectors and RW requested that 
Andy Boston try to sort these out with Pat Sansingkeow (who develops detectors at 
ORTEC). RW does not know the latest status. There is also an issue over ORTEC 
detector #7. Pat Sansingkeow had said that this detector would be delivered to GANIL 
by the end of August, but it has not arrived. RW has emailed PS about this, but had no 
reply. Andy Boston has also asked Paul Nolan to make enquiries. It will be important to 
get this detector to GANIL soon in order to ensure that 12 can be kept in working order 
in the array. 

 
The next meeting of the EXOGAM Steering Committee meeting will be on 16th 
November. If there is anything people would like to raise then they should contact either 
RW, Alison Bruce or Bob Chapman (who now reports on the ancillary detector status at 
GANIL). 

 
The next GANIL proposal submission deadline is October 29th, with the PAC meeting 
on 9th and 10th December. Details are at: http://www.ganil.fr/user/experiments/index.html
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Noted: Both RL and WNC pointed out that Exogam is now working very well, largely due to 
the efforts of Navin Alahari. Ancillary detectors can now apparently very easily be 
"plugged in" to the Exogam data acquisition without any problems. 

 
Noted: In response to several questions, RL reminded the group of the flexibility of VAMOS: at 

the focal plane, it can use a wall of silicon, a thin SED, an ion chamber, a drift chamber 
and plastic scintillators. 

 
 
SPIRAL-II 
 
Noted: DMC raised the issue of the SPIRAL-II workshop: it was decided at the Cosener's 

House meeting in May to hold a meeting to discuss SPIRAL-II and the Surrey-
Daresbury beamline grant request to the EPSRC. WNC and RL decided that there was 
not enough time to hold a meeting before the FEC "deadline" and instead they obtained 
letters of support which were appended to the grant proposal. 

 
Noted: PJW pointed out the series of SPIRAL-II related workshops to be held at GANIL in 

October. Information is available on the internet at http://spiral2ws.ganil.fr/2005/
 

 Future prospects for high resolution gamma spectroscopy at GANIL 
4th-6th October 
Convened by Wadsworth and Korten 

 Prospects in Nuclear astrophysics with SPIRAL-II 
17th – 18th October 
Convened by Langanke and Sorlin 

 Spiral-II reactions 
19th – 21st October 
Convened by Blumenfeld and Catford 
 

The aim of the workshops is to bring together people who will collaborate, and stay 
signed up as action groups to move things forward. There is support money for the 
workshops, from GANIL. 

 
 
(e) Legnaro 
 
CLARA, Prisma 
 
Noted: RC stated that problems with ALPI were solved about two weeks ago, and experiments 

will start to be scheduled in about November. 
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(f) Jyväskylä 
 
Jurogam and GREAT 
 
Status Report: Received from John Simpson. 
 
 Jurogam and GREAT are still working very well and are in demand. The Jurogam 

campaign has just finished and the next campaign will start in September 2005. The next 
JYFL PAC meeting is on 15th October.  

 
Noted: PJW asked about the status of the JYFL evacuated recoil-mass separator. JS reported 

that it is probably about two years away; funding is not yet secured for it, but some bits 
are being bought every now and then.  

 
 
IGISOL and Laser Spectroscopy 
 
Noted: A brief report was sent from JB. The IGISOL laser spectroscopy programme is going 

well. Manchester and Birmingham submitted a grant request for the laser spectroscopy 
programme (including work at ISOLDE) to the July EPSRC panel, but it was not 
funded. The grant is not going to be reconsidered until the April 2006 panel.  

 
 
(g) Gamma-ray detectors 
 
AGATA 
 
Status Report: Received from John Simpson 
 

The latest specification and talks on the AGATA project can be found at 
http://npg.dl.ac.uk/documentation/AGATA/
The official AGATA web page is http://www.gsi.de/agata/
 
The three symmetric capsules have been assembled into a triple cryostat. An in-beam 
test at the University of Cologne has just taken place. The test ran for two weeks. 
Gamma rays were detected in coincidence with ions in a silicon detector. The data set is 
being analyzed by a student at Liverpool. 
 
The UK (Daresbury and Liverpool) electronics engineers are working on the front end 
part of the data processing chain (mainly the digitizer and pre-processing cards). 
Software engineers (Liverpool and Daresbury) are working on various aspects of PSA, 
run control, GUI and data acquisition. 

 
The next AGATA week will be 21st –25th November 2005 at IReS. During this week all 
teams are expected to meet. Discussions are underway regarding the next phases of 
AGATA, beyond the demonstrator. How will the full ball be realized? Where will it be 
located? 
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UK-France Loan Pool 
 
Status Report: Received from John Simpson  
 

The loan pool recently allocated its resources for the second half of 2005. These loans 
include detectors for JUROGAM. Details can be found on the new web site at 
http://ipnweb.in2p3.fr/GePool/poolRules.html  
 
There may be a problem in 2006 with conflict of requests for Phase-I detectors from 
JYFL and Dubna. 
 
 

 The Gammapool (Euroball Owners Committee) 
 
Noted: The Chairman stated that the Gammapool (Euroball Owners Committee) will meet on 

Friday, 23rd September. Requests have been submitted, but details of the requests were 
not discussed. There are some potential clashes: specifically between bids for clovers 
from JYFL and Legnaro (CLARA) in 2006, and between bids for Phase-I detectors from 
JYFL and Dubna also in 2006.  
 
The Chairman stated that the Gammapool is organizing a workshop to discuss the 
physics that has been achieved with the Gammapool detectors. The workshop will take 
place in Trento on 8-12th May 2006. 

 
Noted: RC stated that there were discussions at the Exogam Steering Committee meeting about 

widening of the Gammapool to include detectors from the Miniball and Exogam. 
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(h) Other 
 
EURISOL 
 
Status Report:  Received from Peter Butler. 
 

The first town meeting of the EURISOL Design Study takes place at GANIL on 28th 
and 29th November 2005. Anyone who may be interested in using EURISOL in the 
future should attend the meeting. Information concerning registration and the 
programme can be found at 
http://www.ganil.fr/eurisol/Design_Study/TM1/TM1-Announcement2.html

 
(The Eurisol web page is http://www.eurisol.org) 

 
Concerning UK personnel: 

 Peter Butler is member of the Eurisol DS management, and ex-officio member 
of coordination board (task leaders committee) and steering committee 
(institution representatives) 

 Robert Page heads the physics & instrumentation task and is a member of the 
Coordination Board.   

 John Simpson and Paul Nolan are members of the Steering Committee 
 
Noted: ML reported that there will be a workshop in Trento in Italy in January to define the key 

experiments with EURISOL. 
 
 
EURONS-INTAG 
 
Status Report: Received from Peter Butler. 
 

The web site for the EURONS INTAG JRA (Joint Research Activity) is 
http://www.lnl.infn.it/~intag/ Information about upcoming meetings can be found there. 

 
 
European Consortium for Stable beams (ECOS) 
 
Action: Rodi Herzberg is to circulate the physics and technical case for ECOS to the UK nuclear 

physics community, for information and discussion. This action was carried over from 
the previous meeting. 
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6. Grant submissions and funding status 
(Note: items 6 and 8 on the agenda have been combined) 
 
EPSRC physics prioritization panels 
 
Noted: Since the last NPF meeting two EPSRC physics prioritization panels have met. 

Successful nuclear-physics grants are given in the tables below. 
 
 
27th April 2005 Nuclear physicists serving on the panel: Branford (Edinburgh) Riisager (Aarhus). 
 
PI Institution Title Value (£) 

Regan Surrey Decay Studies of Exotic Heavy Nuclei  
with RISING at the GSI Fragment Separator 482,646 

Page Liverpool Probing the limit of nuclear existence  
for heavy proton rich nuclei 444,648 

Simpson CCLRC Probing the limit of nuclear existence  
for heavy proton rich nuclei 285,287 

Al-Khalili Surrey Probing the limit of nuclear existence  
for heavy proton rich nuclei 82,850 

Simpson CCLRC Spectroscopy of Superheavy Nuclei:  
The SAGE spectrometer 576,321 

Herzberg Liverpool Spectroscopy of Superheavy Nuclei:  
The SAGE spectrometer 1,082,732 

Liang Paisley Structural Evolution of Neutron-rich Nuclei  
(First grant scheme) 120,458 

Watts Edinburgh Development and installation of a nucleon polarimetry 
facility at the Crystal Ball at MAMI (First grant scheme) 122,193 

 
Known unfunded submissions to the April panel: 

• The platform grant was discussed at this panel, but was instead referred to its own special panel 
in July (see below). 

• New beamline for GANIL (Surrey and Daresbury). This grant request was not funded but given 
permission to be resubmitted "quickly", to the October panel. 

 
 
27th July 2005 Nuclear physicists serving on the panel: Page (Liverpool) 
 
PI Institution Title  Value (£) 

Barton York 
Nuclear structure studies of radioactive nuclei via 
Coulomb excitation reactions with a large acceptance 
Bragg detector at an ISOL facility (First grant scheme) 

125,517 

Murphy Edinburgh 
Determination of Key Nuclear Reaction Rates 
Governing 44Ti Production in Core Collapse 
Supernovae (First grant scheme) 

127,847 
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Known unfunded submissions to the July panel: 
• Laser spectroscopy work in JYFL and ISOLDE by Billowes (Manchester) and Tungate 

(Birmingham). The PIs have been told that the grant will be considered at the panel in April 
2006, presumably due to the large number of grants submitted prior to FEC.   

 
 
Nuclear Physics Platform Grant 
 
Noted:  A special Nuclear Physics Platform Grant “Visiting” Panel met on 6th July 2005 in  

Swindon. Paul Nolan, Guenther Rosner and John Simpson went to defend the grant. 
Ken Ledingham (Strathclyde) was the only nuclear physicist on the panel. Following the 
panel meeting, the platform grant was funded. The PI for the platform grant is Paul 
Nolan, and the co-investigators are as follows: Chapman (Paisley), Fulton (York), 
Walker (Surrey), Woods (Edinburgh), Simpson (Daresbury), Tungate (Birmingham), 
Billowes (Manchester), Bruce (Brighton), and Rosner (Glasgow). 

 
PI Institution Title Value (£) 
Nolan Liverpool An Engineering and Instrumentation team to support 

access to international facilities for UK nuclear physics
2,371,258 

 
The platform grant will fund 18 people for 4 years, starting on 15th July 2005. It is 
anticipated that management of the platform grant will be complicated. Paul Nolan (as 
PI) will organize the first management, which has to take place before the next physics 
prioritization panel (26th October). This will be discussed further at the Heads of Groups 
(HOG) meeting on 27th September 2005. 

 
Noted: WNC pointed out that there should be two types of management: one to allocate the 

resources, and another to check that the allocation of resources is carried out fairly. 
 
Noted:  JS stated that PMW has chaired a committee to operate the staffing of the Daresbury 

nuclear-physics support group when the group was fully funded by a service level 
agreement which was a very similar task to management of the platform grant. PMW's 
expertise and experience should therefore be utilized. 

 
Noted: JS also stated that any future grant submissions, which include people supported by the 

platform grant, should explicitly point out who is supported by the platform grant. The 
exact procedure for this is not decided at present, but it will be sorted out by the 
"platform grant management committee", when they meet. 
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Future EPSRC grant submissions 
 
Noted: The following grants are under consideration for the next EPSRC physics prioritization 

panel, which will meet on 26th October 2005. 
• New beamline for GANIL (Surrey [Catford] and Daresbury) 
• TIARA-style barrel for TIGRESS (York) 
• DESPEC multi-detector implantation system for GSI (Edinburgh [Woods], 

Liverpool, Daresbury) 
• Fission work at Grenoble (Manchester [A.G. Smith]) 

  
 PHR intends to submit a "deep inelastic and transfer reaction" grant for spectroscopy 

with CLARA/Prisma and Gammasphere/CHICO, to the January 2006 panel.  
 
 The Manchester-Birmingham (Billowes-Tungate) laser-spectroscopy grant will be 

considered at the April 2006 panel. 
 
 
7. Report from the Heads of Groups (HOG) group 
 
Noted:  JS reported that the HOG group has a new Chairman, Paul Nolan, who will chair the 

group for the next three years. This is particularly appropriate at present because PJN is 
also the PI of the platform grant. The HOG group will next meet on Tuesday 27th 
September at Daresbury. 

 
 
8. Any other business 
 
Meeting with EPSRC physics programme manager, Jane Nicholson 
 
Noted: A group of seven representatives of the UK nuclear-physics community recently met 

with the EPSRC physics programme manager, Jane Nicholson, to discuss the best 
strategy for funding nuclear physics within the EPSRC. This delegation consisted of: 
Jim Al-Khalili, Mike Bentley, Marielle Chartier, Sean Freeman, Martin Freer, Bill 
Gelletly, and Gunther Rosner. 

 
 The issue of making long-term commitments to European collaborative projects was 

discussed, but the general impression from the delegates is that there were no revelations 
at the meeting. Bill Gelletly is going to produce and distribute a set of notes to inform 
the community about the discussions which took place at the meeting. 
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Cosener's House meeting 
 
Noted: JS reported that a nuclear-physics community meeting took place at Cosener's House in 

Oxfordshire on 25th and 26th May to discuss "Physics directions and strategic 
planning". The presentations from the meeting are available on the internet at 
http://www.dl.ac.uk/NPG/Presentations.htm

 
 It was agreed at that meeting, to hold such meetings every 12 months (approximately). 

The next meeting will be organized by ZP and Alison Bruce. 
 
Addition: Following the NPF meeting, it was announced (by email from Alison Bruce) that the 

next Cosener's House meeting will take place on 16th and 17th May 2006. 
 
 
Symposium in memory of Dave Warner 
 
Noted:  JS stated that Bill Gelletly, Alison Bruce and JS are planning on organizing a one day 

symposium in memory of Dave Warner, which would probably take place early next 
year at Daresbury. More details will be announced in due course. 

 
 
Surrey "mini-school" on neutron-rich nuclei 
 
Noted: PHR reported that a "mini-school" on the physics of neutron-rich nuclei was held at the 

University of Surrey in June. The school was based around the hosting of Faical Azaiez 
for an EPSRC Visiting Fellowship at Surrey. Lectures were given by Dave Warner, FA, 
SJF, plus several theorists. It was attended by 46 people and was successful. 

 
 
Nuclear Physics Summer School 
 
Noted: AH reported on the XIIIth EPSRC Nuclear Physics Summer School, which took place at 

University College, Chester from 4th to 17th September, organized by Dave Jenkins and 
Paul Stevenson. The school was reported to be very enjoyable and useful. Lecture 
courses by Andreas Görgen from Saclay (gamma-ray spectroscopy) and Joachim 
Maruhn from Frankfurt (nuclear theory) were particularly commended. 

 
 
New SUPA positions 
 
Noted: RC stated that there will be three new Scottish Universities Physics Alliance (SUPA) 

permanent positions in Nuclear Physics, advertised in the very near future, at Paisley 
and Glasgow. The positions will be at the Lecturer and Reader level. Details will be 
posted on the SUPA web page at http://www.supa.ac.uk/
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Surrey NUSTAR conference proceedings 
 
Noted: PHR wished to make it known that the NUSTAR conference proceedings are now 

available online, in the October issue of J. Phys. G. The reference is J. Phys. G 31 
(2005), issue number 10. Hard copies will be distributed to conference delegates next 
month (October). 

 
 
UK nuclear-physics publicity booklet 
 
Noted: The Chairman has been informed by Bill Gelletly and Jim Al-Khalili that they are 

intending to produce a booklet to publicize UK nuclear-physics research. The booklet 
will have a similar format to the Gammasphere booklet produced by Mark Riley 
(http://nucalf.physics.fsu.edu/~riley/gamma/) several years ago: it will be a glossy 
"coffee-table" booklet describing recent UK nuclear-physics research highlights, and 
aimed at non nuclear physicists. More details will be available soon. 

  
 
9. Date and time of next meeting 
 
Agreed: Next meeting: Wednesday 15th February 2006 at The University of Manchester. 
 
 
APPENDIX 
Nuclear Physics Forum Terms of Reference 
 
Update: At the Cosenor's House meeting in May 2005, the Chairman drew up the Terms of 

Reference for the Nuclear Physics Forum group, as follows. 
 

1) To provide an interchange of information between the nuclear-physics groups 
within the UK by informally reporting of the status of current projects. 

2) To disseminate information on the coordination and submission of grant proposals 
to the various funding agencies.  

3) To discuss the future directions of nuclear physics within the UK. 
4) Where appropriate, to act as a voice for the UK nuclear physics community at 

international facilities and in international collaborations. 
5) Where appropriate, to put forward UK representatives for international 

committees and groups. 
 

The Chairman wished to point out that there should be no overlap with the remit of the 
Heads of Groups (HOG) group 

 
 
If you have any comments or corrections to these minutes, please contact the NPF secretary, 
John F. Smith, Nuclear Physics Group, University of Manchester, Manchester, M13 9PL 
Email John.F.Smith@Manchester.ac.uk Tel: 0161 275 4155 Fax: 0161 275 5509 
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