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Minutes of the Nuclear Physics Forum meeting  
held at the Daresbury Laboratory on Tuesday 9th September 2014 
Version 0.1 

 

 
Present: D. G. Ireland (Chair), J. F. Smith (Secretary), A. M. Bruce, R. D. Herzberg, P. G. Jones, 

M. A. Labiche, I. H. Lazarus, R. C. Lemmon (after 2pm), B. McKinnon, D. O’Donnell,  
R. D. Page, J. Simpson (after 2.30pm), P. D. Stevenson,   

 
Groups represented:   Birmingham, Brighton, Daresbury, Glasgow, Liverpool, Surrey, UWS 
Groups not represented:  Edinburgh, Manchester, York  
 
 

Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from the following people: M. Aliotta, A. N. Andreyev, J. Billowes,  
A. J. Boston, H. C. Boston, P. A. Butler, M. Chartier, B. Cheal, D. M. Cullen, S. J. Freeman,  
L. Harkness-Brennan, D. Hamilton, D. T. Joss, S. Lalkovski, I. J. D. MacGregor, P. J. Nolan, E. S. Paul,  
P. H. Regan, J. W. Roberts, B. Seitz, J. Simpson, M. J. Taylor, R. Wadsworth, and C. Wheldon. (It was 
noted that conferences in Canberra and Zakopane caused a number of these absences).  
 
 
1 Welcome and introduction from the new Chair 
 
An email poll to select the new chair of the Nuclear Physics Forum was carried out in May 2014. The 
secretary noted that 42 votes had been received, which represents a significant fraction of the UK 
community. From the results of the poll, Professor David Ireland was selected as the new Chair.   
 
The new Chair thanked the outgoing Chair, Professor Rodi Herzberg, for his work as Chairman for the 
past seven years.  
 
 
2 Minutes of the meeting on 7th May 2014 
 
The minutes of the previous meeting on 7th May were discussed. The Secretary noted that he 
received some correspondence from Peter Butler regarding the uk-academic mailing list. A more 
accurate statement about the mailing lists is as follows. 
 
“The uk-academic mailing list is maintained at Liverpool by Peter Butler. The qualification for 
inclusion is that the person should research in nuclear physics and have a long term (i.e. 4 years or 
more) contract.  In addition to academic staff this includes full-time researchers and advanced 
fellows.  It is up to Heads of Groups to define who should be on this list from their group, and they are 
consulted regularly.  Anyone can send email to this list (ukacademic@ns.ph.liv.ac.uk). 
 
The uk-users list is held at Daresbury and it mostly comprises of individual groups email lists, so it is 
the responsibility of the groups to maintain their lists. Changes can be made by contacting Dave Laff. 
Emails to this list must be sent from Daresbury.” 
 
It was note that it is the responsibility of individual groups to make sure that the mailing lists are 
kept updated, by contacting Peter Butler for updates to the uk-academic mailing list or contacting 
Dave Laff at Daresbury for updates to the uk-users mailing list. 
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3 Matters arising 
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
 
4 Physics presentations 
 

 Dr David O’Donnell gave a presentation entitled “SCAPA: A nuclear-physics facility in the 
heart of Glasgow”.  

 

 Professor Alison Bruce (in place of Stefan Lalkovski, as scheduled) gave a brief presentation 
on the status of NuSTAR.  

 
 
5 BIS Consultation 
 
The Chair reported that he sent a response to the BIS consultation, as discussed at the last meeting. 
All UK nuclear physics projects were mentioned including AGATA and NuSTAR, i.e. not just the three 
presently under consideration. The importance of input from the community before the next CSR 
was emphasized. 
 
 
6 Report on the Nuclear Academics Discussion Forum (Leeds, 2nd and 3rd September 2014) 
 
The Chair attended the Nuclear Academics Discussion Forum in Leeds on 2nd and 3rd September, 
and gave a verbal report. The meeting was well attended but primarily from the “EPSRC community” 
with people from materials science, engineering etc. There were several other people in attendance 
from the nuclear-physics community: Billowes, Roberts, Harkness-Brennan. Many aspects of the 
discussion were led by Robin Grimes (materials scientist) from Imperial College. Grimes is the PI of 
the RCUK Nuclear Champion consortium, which is in place to make sure that there is expertise in the 
UK for the new build of nuclear power stations.  
 
It was generally agreed that there should be better links from the nuclear-physics community to this 
“nuclear-energy community”.  
 
 
7 Status report requests 
 
It was discussed whether we should report on the status of projects in the community at the NPF 
meetings, as was previously done, but there seemed to be little enthusiasm for this. The Secretary 
agreed to circulate the list of names of who could be asked to provide status reports should this be 
re-instigated. 
 
 
8 Comments on the 2014 Consolidated Grants round 
 
Alison Bruce (Chair of NPGP) stated that the 2014 Consolidated Grants round was difficult and that 
there were more cuts than expected. There has been a problem the Siebel grant profiling software in 
that it could not cope with the overlapping years and as such there was an overspend in the previous 
grants round, in the final year of the grant. Due to this, the programme that was funded in 2011 was 
larger than was actually affordable. Accounting for this caused further reductions cf. 2011. Another 
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issue is the “flat flat cash” offered by STFC which is the same funds as previously without inflation. 
Some staff that were requested on the Consolidated Grants were moved to Project Grants. In order 
to allow time to deal with these issues, there was a delay in the announcements of grants. 
 
To try to preserve the overall number of PDRAs in the community, NPGP made the decision to fund 
PDRAs at the level of 30 months instead of the requested 38 months. The Chair of NPGP noted that 
this was a difficult decision, which has deferred the problem, with the hope that a solution can be 
found in the meantime.  
 
The Chair pointed out that we should not forget the 8-month shortfall on PDRA salaries and should 
continue to ask STFC what will be done about this. 
 
ACTION: Community to make sure STFC is aware of the 8-month PDRA shortfall. 
 
The Chair also stated that we should collect information on what was funded in the 2014 
Consolidated Grants and compare that to what was funded in the 2011 Consolidated Grants. The 
Chair will present this information at the Cosener’s House meeting. 
 
ACTION: Chair to request information from Heads of Groups as to what was funded in 2014 

cf. 2011, and to collate this information (specifically with respect to academic FTE, 
PDRAs and core staff). 

 
It was pointed out that we do not have an overview of cross community posts that were funded. PI’s 
must inform Bob Wadsworth what has been funded and what is needed in terms of cross 
community posts. Bob Wadsworth will be asked to send a request to Consolidated Grant PIs top ask 
for this information 
 
ACTION: Chair to ask Bob Wadsworth to send a request to Consolidated Grant PIs to ask for 

information about which cross-community posts were funded. 
 
The Chair (of NPF) noted that NPGP had a difficult job and thanked the Chair of NPGP (Alison Brice) 
and other members of NPGP for carrying out the 2014 Consolidated Grants round in difficult 
circumstances. 
 
 
9 Community strategy for Fellowship applications 
 
The Chair stated that STFC Advanced/Ernest Rutherford Fellowships, and other forms of Fellowships, 
have been important to the development and maintenance of the community, and posed the 
question as to whether or not we should have a community strategy to maximize the success. A 
discussion of the Fellowship processes ensued.  
 
The general consensus was that there is not much we can do to ensure continued success, other 
than to make sure that the applications are as good as they can be and to give the applicants 
support and help and advice at all levels. It may also help to put new applicants in contact with 
successful previous applicants for guidance and advice.  
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10 Influence of the nuclear-physics community 
 
Discussion took place of the general influence of the nuclear-physics community. It was noted that 
there are only two FRSs in nuclear physics (Peter Twin and David Brink). Although it was generally 
agreed that additional FRSs in nuclear physics would probably be helpful, there was no conclusion to 
the discussion about how we as a community might try to achieve this. 
 
 
11 UK Nuclear Physics Graduate School 
 
The Secretary noted that Nuclear Physics Graduate School was nearing the end of its pilot year and 
that most modules had been run, with the final module (Experiments at the Birmingham Cyclotron) 
to be run later in September. Around 30 students took part and the School had largely been a 
success. There were a few problems such as communication with students, and last-minute 
cancellations, which need to be sorted out. It is intended that the Graduate School will run again in  
2014-15.  The Nuclear Physics Graduate School has a website at 
http://www.uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/ 
 
 
12 Nuclear Physics Forum web pages 
 
The Secretary noted that there are new Nuclear Physics Forum web pages at 
http://www.nuclearphysicsforum.com 
 
 
13 Arrangements for the Cosener’s House meeting in January 2015 
 
As discussed at the previous meeting, it is intended that there will be three meetings per year in 
January (at Cosener’s House), April/May, and September/October. 
 
The next Cosener’s House meeting will take place on 15th and 16th January 2015. It is being 
organized by John Simpson and Mike Bentley. It was generally agreed that the Cosener’s House 
meetings should focus on physics rather than grants and politics. It was noted that we should 
perhaps invite people from the nuclear-energy community to the Cosener’s House meetings. 
 
 
14 AOB 
 
Alison Bruce reminded those present that there is an STFC Town Meeting on 30th September 2014 
at RAL to discuss changes to Consolidated Grants as a result of the recent Consolidated Grant 
Implementation Review 
 
 
15 Date of the next meeting 
 
The date of the next meeting is expected to be in April 2015. A Doodle Poll will be circulated to agree 
on the date. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uknuclearphysicsgraduateschool.com/
http://www.nuclearphysicsforum.com/
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If you would like to correct any errors or omissions in these minutes,  
please contact the Nuclear Physics Forum Secretary at John.F.Smith@uws.ac.uk. 
 
This file:   013_npf_minutes_090914.docx/pdf. 
Date created: Sunday, 19 April 2015 12:16:30 AM 
Last edited: Monday, 20 April 2015 11:32:25 PM 
Version:  0.1 
(For ease of reference, the meetings are now numbered. This was meeting #13.) 
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