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You don't have to speak with Ted Cenatiempo very long to understand how 
passionate he is about the sport of soccer. 
 
For Cenatiempo, a former All-New England goaltender at Norwalk High who 
went on to win a Division II national championship at Southern Connecticut 
State University in 1987, the unexplainable magic he discovers when his 
foot taps against the black and white dots on a soccer ball is almost as vital 
to his survival as the air he breathes and the blood that pumps through his 
veins. 
 
Multiply that love a hundred times, and you might begin to know the depth 
of Cenatiempo's dedication to the Norwalk Mariners soccer club. 
 
Like a bottle of fine wine or a piece of antique furniture, the team has 
been passed down from generation to generation, and Cenatiempo has 
made sure to treat it well. 
 
The Mariners, an over-30 men's team which competes in the highly 
competitive Shoreline Adult Soccer League, have been run by someone in 
the Cenatiempo family since 1975. Stephano Cenatiempo, Ted's father, 
founded the club with Eli Catarino of Darien, to give older players who 
were not ready to retire a place to continue playing competitive soccer. 
 
Ted Cenatiempo took over the team in 1987 with his brother, Steve, when 
it became too much to handle for their father. 
 
Since then, Cenatiempo has done whatever it took to keep the club alive. 
That included a brief controversy over a name change and a five-year 
hiatus while many of the team's players were getting married and buying 
houses, perhaps the only time Cenatiempo made soccer a second or third 
priority in his life. 
 
But thanks to his persistent effort, the Mariners are still going strong.  
 
Now in their 25th year of existence, the Mariners are thriving in Division 2 
of the SASL, one of the top adult soccer leagues in New England, one which 
attracts more than its share of former college and professional players. 
 
The Mariners are currently in first place with a 5-0-1 overall record, having 
allowed just three goals since the start of the season in August. The SASL 
breaks over the winter beginning in November, picks up again in April and 
finishes in June. 
 
The Mariners, one of the greatest -- perhaps unknown -- traditions in 
Norwalk's sports landscape, are also 1-0 in CSSA Group C State Cup play 
having posted a 4-0 victory over the Ridgefield Kicks this past Sunday. 
 
Leading the team back to its standing as a competitive force has been a 
thrill for Cenatiempo. Keeping the team in the family, and keeping it alive, 
warms his heart every time he stops to think about it. 
 
"It's very gratifying for me," said Cenatiempo, whose team plays at Broad 
River and Vets Park. "To look out onto the field and see what you've built 
and see the success we've had, it's nice." 
 
The Mariners have been an institution in Norwalk's soccer circles for 
decades, but Cenatiempo didn't realize how important the club was in the 
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grand scheme of the city's soccer landscape until he ran into a couple of old 
timers at a funeral service over the winter. 
 
"I saw Tony Taliercio and John Florio, who used to play for the St. Ann's 
team with my father. They asked me if the team was still around, and I said 
it was," Cenatiempo said. "They couldn't believe it. I could tell they were 
moved. That meant a lot to me because we worked hard to keep it going." 
 
The club was originally known as the Norwalk Italians when Stephano 
Cenatiempo ran the team. As a spinoff of the St. Ann's Club, it attracted 
only Italian players.  
 
In 1987, while Ted was still in college, Stephano handed him the 
checkbook, signed over the papers -- the team has been incorporated since 
early in its existence -- and left his two sons in charge of the club. 
 
In 1990, the team brought Joe Taccone on board as a financial backer. 
Taccone is the owner of Italia Restaraunt, and his influence was felt 
immediately. The team formed a board of directors that year to make sure 
the club's spotless reputation remained intact. 
 
"We first started, we had a very good rapport with the mayor. We never 
had a problem getting fields or getting the fields cut and lined. We had so 
many loyal financial backers and we always had good management. That's 
the type of team people want to play for," Cenatiempo said. 
 
Early on, under the regime of the Cenatiempo sons, recruiting became 
difficult since only Italian players were signing up. That's when Cenatiempo 
decided to change the team's name. The Italians became the Mariners in 
1992. 
 
"We did it because we wanted to attract players of all ethnic backgrounds," 
Cenatiempo said.  
 
First, Cenatiempo had to clear it with former Norwalk High School softball 
coach Ray Barry, who was running a summer softball team which used the 
same name.  
 
"There was a little controversy," Cenatiempo said. "Out of respect for Ray 
Barry, we asked him if it was all right if we used the name. He said, 'No 
problem. Go ahead.' So that was it." 
 
After that, the Mariners started attracting top-flight players from all over 
Fairfield County, including Ita More, who played on the Isreali National 
team, and Magnus Nilerud, a member of the Swedish National team who 
now coaches at the University of Bridgeport. 
 
Cenatiempo credits the tireless work of Naz Malizia, who served as 
president of the club for 10 years beginning in 1990, for helping the 
Mariners reach new heights. After the name change, the Mariners no longer 
had to recruit. 
 
"When you become a successful as a club, people come to you," Cenatiempo 
said.  
 
The Mariners are still attracting great talent. Vinny Mallozzi, was an All-
American at Westhill, and his brother, Ralph Mallozzi, the team's goalie 
who stopped a penalty kick in the 70th minute to preserve the win against 
the Ridgefield Kicks last weekend, was an All-FCIAC pick.  
 
This year's team also features players like Scott Vanderwall of Stamford, 
who played pro soccer with the New York Fever, a satellite team with the 
New York Cosmos, the former flagship franchise of American soccer. 
 
Sweeper Orlando Douglas played with the national team of St. Vincent, an 
island in the West Indies. 
 
All the teams the Mariners play against have rosters bulging with the same 
type of talent. 
 
"We play some of the best competition in New England," said Cenatiempo, 
whose team will next face the Waterbury Cabo Verde at 8:30 a.m. Sunday. 
"Some of these guys are used to playing against professionals." 
 
The Mariners did go through a rough patch, disbanding the team for five 
seasons from 2000-2004. With a new house and a young family, Cenatiempo 
knew he wasn't going give the team the time it deserved.  
 
"We really didn't have any management at that time," he said. "I kept 
playing on a team out of Trumbull. But I thought, 'Let's shut things down 
and we'll start it back up when we're ready.' " 
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That happened in 2005. Since the league splits itself into three divisions 
with teams moving up and down according to the previous year's standings, 
the Mariners had to start at the bottom and work their way up. 
 
The Mariners won the Division 3 title that first season back. 
 
"That's rare because teams usually spend a few years there before they 
move up," Cenatiempo said. 
 
The Mariners placed second in Division 2 in 2006 and won it in 2007. Last 
year, the team played in the highest level of the league and struggled to a 
sixth-place finish, which dropped them back down to Division 2. 
 
With an infusion of young talent this year, the Mariners are dominating 
once again. 
 
"We have a lot of new players who just turned 30 who have been waiting to 
play with us," Cenatiempo said. "Once we got those guys, we've been 
unstoppable." 
 
Cenatiempo is now 42. So is his longtime friend and teammate Al 
Boccanfuso, who serves as the club's general partner and assistant team 
captain. Cenatiempo has no sons whose hands he can leave the team. He 
has two daughters aged 9 and 6. So when Cenatiempo is ready to call it 
quits, the Mariners will also come to an end. 
 
Steve Cenatiempo has a son by the same name who earned all-state honors 
at Norwalk High before going on to play at UConn. But the younger Steve 
Cenatiempo is still chasing his dream, trying to hook up with a professional 
team in Europe. 
 
"I don't want to leave the team in the hands of someone I don't trust," Ted 
said. "We've always been a reputable club, and I always want to uphold 
that." 
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As a proud member of the Cenatiempo family here in Houston, I was very 
pleased to see this article about another (although distant)family member 
and one of my favorite sports. Good luck to Ted and Steve. Here's hoping 
they will find ways to keep the tradition alive for a very long time. 
 
 
Posted by: Mike Cenatiempo | Oct 15, 2009 
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