
The Presidents of The United States* 

*The opinions expressed in this Packet are not necessarily those of its author. 

 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
Born February 22, 1732 in Pope's Creek, Virginia 
Previous experience: Surveyor, farmer, Continental Congress delegate 

Political Party: No official/Federalist 

Vice President: John Adams 
Term of Office: April 30, 1789-March 3, 1797 

Died on December 14, 1799 

Nickname: Father of His Country 
Family Wife Martha Custis, Son John, Daughter Martha 

 Educations and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Attended school for seven or eight years and received no higher education  

o Occupations:  

 From 1747-1752, Washington worked as a surveyor.  

 In 1753, he joined the military; and by 1755, he had been promoted to lieutenant colonel, and then to colonel.  

 Elected to House of Burgesses in 1758  

 During his 15 years in the House of Burgesses, Washington learned the processes of representative government.  

 Elected to attend first Continental congress in 1774  

 In 1775, Washington attended the second Continental congress, where he was elected commander-in-chief of the colonial army.  

 From 1775-1783, he commanded the colonial army and was responsible in part for defeating the British in the Revolutionary war.  

 In 1787, Washington was voted president of the constitutional convention, a committee designated to iron out the wrinkles in the proposed 

Constitution.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of George Washington:  

o The first election was decided by the electoral college, and there were no real issues, just a couple of candidates and 69 voters deciding which 
candidate was the most fit to run the country. Each person in the electoral college voted for two people. Washington received 69 votes, and John 

Adams received 34 votes, making him vice president.  

o The major issue of Washington's second election was of party politics. The frequent disagreements between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander 
Hamilton lead to the creation of two opposing political parties - Hamilton's Federalist Party and Jefferson's Democratic-Republican Party. Washington 

remained neutral, so neither party was represented presidentially. Washington prevailed in the election with a vote from each of the 132 members of 

the electoral college. John Adams received 77 votes to stay as vice-president.  

 Washington's major political opponent was John Adams (1st and 2nd term)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Washington administration:  

o George Washington Inaugurated (1789) - George Washington was inaugurated as the first president of the United States  

o Mint Act (1792) - established a mint for the printing and coining of U.S. currency.  

o Alexander Hamilton's Financial Program (1790) - a financial plan designed to extinguish some of the debts left for Washington by the Congress of the 

Articles of the Confederation. This plan was initially met with arguments; but in July 1790, the plan was finally passed.  

o The Bill of Rights (1791) - a set of 10 amendments to the Constitution, guaranteeing American's basic liberties, was passed.  

o First Bank of the U.S. chartered (1791) - after some resistance from Thomas Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton was able to initiate the First Bank of the 

United States.  

o Vermont was admitted into the United States (1791) - Vermont, the 14th state, was the first state to be added to the U.S. since the original thirteen 

colonies.  

o Naturalization Act (1795) - required immigrants to be in the U.S. for five years before they became citizens, lengthened from two years.  

o Washington inaugurated into his second term as president (1793)  

o General Anthony Wayne defeated the Indians at the Battle of Fallen Timbers (1794) The Treaty of Greenville (1795) - made it possible for a large 

number of whites to settle in Ohio.  

o Washington's farewell address (1796) - a highly edited and revised version of the farewell address initially written for use at the end of Washington's 
first term, was published in the American Daily Advertiser.  

 Major Foreign Policy changes of the Washington administration:  

o Washington's Proclamation of Neutrality (1793) - stated that the U.S. shall be impartial in dealings with warring nations. Created in response to a 

general war of England, Spain, Austria, and Prussia versus the new French Republic.  

o Genet affair (1793) - Genet, a minister appointed by the French republic, seemed determined to entice Americans into war on the side of the French. 

This disturbed Washington, and after Genet had tried to outfit American warships to send to war against the British.  

o Jay Treaty (1794) - a treaty with England that would regulate trade between America and Britain. The treaty also said that British troops would have 

to give up their frontier forts as of 1796. In general, the Federalists supported the Jay Treaty because it insured continued trade with Britain; and 

Democratic-Republicans opposed the treaty because it would harm France. Since the Federalists controlled the senate, all but one section of the treaty 

was ratified.  

o Neutrality Act (1794) - Doctrine that asserted the United States' intention to remain neutral in foreign relations.  

o Pinkney Treaty with Spain (1795) - a treaty that would open up trade in the Mississippi River.  

 Major Social Changes  

o Fugitive Slave Law (1793) - Facilitated the re-capture of escaped slaves.  

o Whiskey Rebellion (1794) - farmers in four counties in western Pennsylvania were refusing to pay whiskey taxes. They armed themselves and 
attacked federal officials. Washington squelched this rebellion by sending 15,000 troops to western Pennsylvania.  

 Major Inventions and Technological advances of the Washington administration:  

o First Factory (1790) - The Industrial Revolution took a step forward when Samuel Slater established the nation's first water-powered cotton mill.  

o Cotton Gin (1793) - a device that led to the mass production of cotton, patented by Eli Whitney.  

 

JOHN ADAMS 
Born October 30, 1735 in Braintree, Massachusetts 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Continental Congress delegate, Vice President 

Political Party: Federalist  
Vice President: Thomas Jefferson 



Term of office: April 4, 1797-March 3, 1801 

Died on July 4, 1826 
Nicknames: Duke of Braintree, His Rotundity, and Old Sink or Swim 

Family: Wife Abigail, Sons John Quincy, Charles, Thomas, Daughter Abigail.   

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 John Adams graduated from Harvard College in 1755, and, after teaching for a short time, Adams studied law in the office James Putnam.  

o Occupations:  

 Taught school for a short time  

 In 1758, he began to practice law in Braintree.  

 In 1768, he moved to Boston and became a leading attorney of the Massachusetts colony.  

 In 1774, Adams was one of four Massachusetts men at the first Continental Congress.  

 Went to Paris in 1778 to help Ben Franklin and Arthur Lee strengthen ties with France and other European Nations.  

 Wrote Massachusetts Bill of Rights in 1780.  

 In the same year, Adams went to the Netherlands to promote diplomatic and commercial support for the American war effort.  

 In 1782, Adams joined John Jay and Benjamin Franklin in Paris to arrange a peace treaty with France.  

 In 1785, Adams was named the first U.S. minister to Great Britain.  

 Adams was recalled in 1788 after nearly 10 years in Europe.  

 He was elected Vice President to George Washington in 1789, and was reelected vice-president in 1792.  

 Elected President in 1797  

 The major issue in the election of 1797 was whether to side with Great Britain, France, or remain neutral during the French Revolution.  

 Adams' major political opponent was Thomas Jefferson  

 Major domestic happenings during Adams' administration:  

o The U.S. Navy Department was created in 1798 in order to discourage pirating by the French in the West Indies and marauding by Moorish privateers 

along the Barbary Coast of Africa.  

o The Judiciary Act, passed in 1801, allowed for the creation of 16 circuit courts. At the last moments of his administration, Adams filled these courts 

with judges that he had selected. These judges came to be known as "midnight judges," because the decision to make these men judges was made in 
the final hours of the Adams administration, and because the judges were considered to be generally incompetent.  

 Major foreign policy affairs occurring during Adams' administration:  

o In 1797, three U.S. diplomats on a peace mission were asked for a $10 million loan and for a $250,000 bribe for the Foreign Minister of France, after 

being made to wait two weeks to see the Foreign Minister. The bribery was considered an outrage and it lead to an uproar from the American public 

against France.  

o In 1798, the United States ceased all trading with France after hearing of the capture of the Retaliation, an American schooner, near Guadaloupe. In 

addition, the 1778 Treaty of Alliance with France was nullified.  

o The Naturalization Act, which changed the period of time that an immigrant must remain in the United States before becoming a citizen from 5 years 
to 14 years, was passed in 1798. This was the same year that the Sedition Act was approved. The Sedition Act was intended to discourage internal 

subversion and dissent against the administration of the United States through the threat of imprisonment.  

o The Convention of 1800 with France ended the undeclared but bloody naval war between France and the U.S. that took place primarily in the West 

Indies.  

 Major social changes made during or near the time of Adams' administration:  

o The Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions, both passed in 1798, were designed to decrease the power of the federal government and increase the power 

of the local government by giving individual states (Kentucky and Virginia) the option of whether or not to ratify the Alien and Sedition Acts. The 

Kentucky resolution was spearheaded by James Madison, and the Virginia Resolution by Thomas Jefferson.  

o In 1800, under the leadership of Gabriel Prosser, about 1000 slaves revolted in order to kill all the whites in Richmond except for Methodists, 
Frenchmen, and Quakers, thus eliminating slavery in Virginia. The attack, which incorporated hand-built munitions, did not proceed as planned, and 

the slave revolt was unsuccessful. Gabriel Prosser and 25 others who helped lead the attack were hanged.  

 Major inventions or technological advances made during Adams' presidency:  

o Cast-Iron Plow (1797) - Charles Newbold of New Jersey invented the cast-iron plow, but many farmers were afraid the labor-slaving device's iron 

would poison the soil.  
 

 

THOMAS JEFFERSON 
Born April 13, 1743 in Shadwell, Virginia 

Previous experience: Continental Congress delegate, governor, Secretary of State, Vice President 

Political Party: Democratic-Republican 
Vice Presidents: Aaron Burr, George Clinton 

Term of office: March 4, 1801-March 3, 1809 

Died on July 4, 1826 
Nickname: Red Fox 

Family Wife Martha, Daughter Martha and Mary 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 In 1760, Jefferson entered the College of William and Mary  

 In 1762, he began learning law with George Wythe  

o Occupations:  

 Jefferson was admitted to the bar in 1767. He then established a successful law practice.  

 He served in House of Burgesses from 1769-1775. His limited public speaking skills were counteracted by a clear, concise style of writing 

that was useful the writing of laws and resolutions.  

 Along with other patriots, Jefferson protested the import duties imposed on America by Britain in the Townshend Acts.  

 In 1775, he attended the Second Virginia Convention. There he was elected to the Second Continental Congress.  

 He drafted the "Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking up Arms." His version was considered too strong by congress, so John 
Dickinson revised the declaration.  



 He wrote the Declaration of Independence with the help of a committee appointed by the Congress in June 1776. The Declaration was 
accepted on July 4, 1776 after a few changes had been made by the Congress.  

 Jefferson resigned from the Continental Congress in September 1776, and returned to the Virginia House of Delegates because he felt he 
was more needed in Virginia as a lawmaker.  

 He succeeded in passing bills disposing of entail and outlawing primogeniture. He also passed laws abolishing the special privileges of the 

Anglican church in Virginia, ensuring religious toleration, and he made many reforms to the legal system.  

 Jefferson was elected for one-year terms as Virginia governor in 1779 and 1780. His term was hampered by Virginia's lack of resistance 
during the Revolutionary War. Even though Virginia was under-prepared because the Virginia Army's resources were being used the 

American Army, Jefferson was blamed for the army's incompetence.  

 Jefferson was elected to congress in 1783. During his term, which lasted until 1789, Jefferson headed many congressional committees, he 
devised a new system of currency, and he helped the Treaty of Paris through Congress, ending the Revolutionary War.  

 In May 1784, Jefferson was sent to France to assist John Adams and Benjamin Franklin in negotiating European treaties of commerce. In 
1785, Jefferson replaced Franklin of the Minister of France.  

 Jefferson arrived back in the states in November 1789, and was the Secretary of State until 1794. Jefferson had many disagreements with 
Secretary of the Treasury, Alexander Hamilton. Their disagreements lead to the first political parties, Hamilton's Federalists and Jefferson's 

Democratic-Republicans.  

 President George Washington supported most of Jefferson's foreign affairs decisions.  

 Jefferson ran for President in 1796. He lost by a small margin to John Adams, and he became Adams' vice-president.  

 Jefferson did not take an active role in Adams' administration because it was mostly Federalist. Jefferson increased the Democratic-
Republican party's strength during his vice- presidency.  

 Jefferson, feeling that the Democratic-Republican Party had been deprived of their freedom of speech and of the press because of the Alien 
and Sedition Acts passed because of war hysteria caused by the XYZ Affair. Jefferson, with the help of James Madison, wrote and initiated 

the Kentucky and Virginia resolutions.  

 Jefferson wrote "A Manual of Parliamentary Practice" to aid the Senate's deliberations.  

 Major election issues:  

o The major issue in the first election (1800) was whether Jefferson or Aaron Burr should become president. Both received an equal number of electoral 

votes; and since electors do not state which of the two candidates they vote for they prefer, there was no easy way to decide which of the candidates 

should become President. Jefferson was elected in a second election held in the House of Representatives, and soon legislation was passed that each 
person in the electoral college would vote for one candidate for president and one for vice-president to avoid further confusion.  

o There were no major issues debated in the election of 1804.  

 Major political opponents:  

o 1800 - John Adams, Aaron Burr  

o 1804 - Charles C. Pinckney  

 Major domestic happenings during the Jefferson Administration:  

o In 1801, Thomas Jefferson became the 3rd president of the United States.  

o Despite efforts from the Federalists, Ohio became the 17th state on March 1, 1803. Ohio was the first state to forbid slavery by law.  

o On February 24, 1783, the Supreme Court overturned a Congressional decision by Secretary of State, James Madison, which would refuse William 

Marbury, one of John Adams' "midnight judges," his commission. The Congressional ruling was deemed unconstitutional by the Supreme Court and 

was therefore legally revoked.  

o For a sum of 80,000 francs (20,000 of which were to cover damages that Americans troops rendered to French forces during the undeclared naval war 

of 1798), the United States purchased the Louisiana territories from France on December 20, 1803.  

o Meriwether Lewis, William Clark, and company set out to explore the Missouri River in April 1804. On November 7, 1805, the expedition finally 

reached the Pacific ocean, ushering in a new era of westward expansion.  

o In 1804, the twelfth amendment to the Constitution was ratified. The twelfth amendment states that each member of the electoral college shall vote for 

one candidate for President and one candidate for vice- president. This amendment was meant to prevent a problem from occurring similar to the 

problem that occurred during the 1800 election, where two potential presidential candidates had the same amount of votes, forcing a tie-breaking 
decision to be made to determine which candidate should be elected.  

o Jefferson won the Presidential election for the second time in 1804.  

o On July 15, 1806, Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike set out into the wilderness, in search of the headwaters of the Red River, with a party of 22 men.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Jefferson administration:  

o On September 5, 1804, Commodore Edward Preble completed his fifth general attack on the harbor of the Pasha's capital. The attack follows the 

February 16 raid into the same Harbor by Lieutenant Stephen Decatur to set fire to the captured frigate Philadelphia. Though the frigate was 
destroyed, the original captain of the Philadelphia, William Bainbridge, and 306 of his crewmen, are still being help prisoner. The fifth attack on the 

Pasha's capital was an attempt to gain an upper hand in negotiations for the prisoners.  

o Following Thomas Jefferson's suspension of the Non-Importation Act, which banned the importation of many British goods, a treaty was signed in 
1806 with Britain to help stop the British harassment of American ships.  

o On June 22, 1807, the news reached the States that the Chesapeake, under Captain James Smith, had been illegally intercepted, attacked, boarded, and 

its crew killed, wounded, or taken prisoner by the forces aboard the British ship Leopard.  

o On December 22, 1807, the Embargo Act was passed by the House of Representatives four days after being cleared by the Senate. The Embargo Act 
prohibits all exports from the States. The Act was intended to hurt the French and British economies badly enough that they would consider lifting 

some of there embargoes in return for the lifting of the Embargo Act.  

o The Non-Intercourse Act, basically just a milder version of the Embargo Act, was passed in favor of the Embargo Act in March 1809.  

 The only major social change during the Jefferson administration occurred on March 2, 1807, when Congress passed a law prohibiting the importation of Slaves 

from Africa, effective January 1, 1808. Jefferson had always been a critic of slavery, and he urged the law through congress. The fine for the illegal purchase of a 
slave was $800, and the fine for equipping a ship for slave trade was $20,000.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Jefferson Administration:  

o Eleuthere Irenee du Pont had a modern gunpowder plant built in Delaware in 1802 in order to try to break the British gunpowder monopoly.  

o In 1806, David Melville attempts the construction of gas street lighting in Rhode Island  

o On September 4, 1807, Robert Fulton's side-paddled, steam-powered riverboat made its first commercial voyage.  

o On February 11, 1808, Judge Jesse Fell successfully burned anthracite coal for the first time. The experiment was performed in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, where anthracite is a common mineral. The discovery that anthracite burns may lead to heating systems and steam engines that burn 

anthracite instead of coal.  

 



 

JAMES MADISON 
Born March 16, 1751 in Port Conway, Virginia 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Continental Congress delegate, Congressman, Secretary of State 

Political Party: Democratic-Republican 
Vice Presidents: George Clinton, Elbridge Gerry 

Term of office: March 4, 1809-March 3, 1817 

Died June 28, 1836 
Nickname: Father of the Constitution 

Family: Wife Dorothea (Dolly) Payne 

 Education and Occupations  

o Education  

 Enrolled in 1769 at the College of New Jersey (Princeton).  

 Graduated in 1771, studied philosophy and Hebrew under John Witherspoon until the spring of 1772.  

o Occupations  

 Elected to the Orange County, Virginia Committee of Safety in  

 Became a delegate to the Virginia Committee in 1776. Helped draft a declaration of rights and a plan for a state government.  

 His delegate status earned Madison the right to serve as an ex officio member of the newly-created Virginia House of Delegates in October 
1776. Lost the re-election.  

 Member of the Virginia Council of State from 1778-1779.  

 Member of the Continental Congress from 1780-1783. Youngest member of the Congress at age 29. Supported strong National 
Confederacy, more money for the Continental Army.  

 Member of the Virginia House of Delegates from 1784-1786. Opposed proposed reestablishment of the Episcopal church in Virginia. As 

chairman of the Commerce Committee, he urged the upgrading of Virginian seaports in order for them to become competitive with those 

in the North.  

 Delegate to the Annapolis Convention in 1786.  

 Delegate to the Constitutional Convention in 1787. Earned the title "Father of the U.S. Constitution" for his participation in the drafting of 
the document, his successful argument for a strong central government, his public encouragement of the document, and for his 

comprehensive diaries of the proceedings. He helped write "The Federalist Papers," and he wrote "Federalist No. 51." Both works 

expressed Madison's views of the ideal government.  

 Madison served in the U.S. House of Representatives from 1789-1797. During this time, Madison introduced and urged into passage the 

Bill of Rights. Madison became one of Washington's early leaders in the House, but as partisan differences began to emerge between 
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson, Madison, who generally sided with Jefferson, split politically from Washington, who was 

generally more supportive of Hamilton's views.  

 He wrote the Virginia Resolutions, adopted by the Virginia state legislature in 1798, which declared the Alien and Sedition Acts to be 
unconstitutional. Madison wrote a similar set of resolutions, the Kentucky Resolutions, at about the same time.  

 As a member of the Virginia House of Delegates from 1799- 1800, Madison defended his Resolutions and campaigned for the election of 
Thomas Jefferson.  

 Appointed by President Jefferson, Madison served as Secretary of State from 1801-1808. He supported the Louisiana Purchase, rallied for 
protest against the tribute demanded by the Barbary Pirates, and urged an embargo to be placed against Britain and France for their fleet's 

harassment of American ships.  

 Major election issues:  

o The major issue in the election of 1808 was Madison's support of the trade embargo with France and Britain.  

o The major campaign issues of the election of 1812 were related to the War of 1812.  

 Major political opponents:  

o Election of 1808: Charles Pinckney  

o Election of 1812: DeWitt Clinton  

 Major domestic happenings during the Madison administration:  

o Madison delivers Inaugural Address on March 4, 1809.  

o On March 16, 1810, the Supreme Court ruled an act of the Georgia state legislature unconstitutional in the Fletcher vs. Peck ruling. The trial was 

prompted by a Georgia state law that nullified a land sale because it had occurred in conjunction with a bribe. The Supreme Court found the law 
unconstitutional because it impaired the obligation of a contract. This marked the first time the Supreme Court chose to overturn a state law.  

o On November 8, 1811, General William Henry Harrison led the Battle of Tippecanoe a counterattack on the Shawnee Indians near Tippecanoe River. 

The battle followed a surprise attack, coordinated by Shawnee leaders Tecumseh and The Prophet, aimed at halting further American expansion into 
the Indian territories.  

o Louisiana became the 18th U.S. State on April 4, 1812.  

o The Creek war began in 1813 after 517 of the 533 residents of Fort Mims were killed in a massacre executed by 100 of Indian leader Red Eagle's men.  

o On March 4, 1813, James Madison delivered the Inaugural address beginning his second presidential term.  

o Five New England States' Anti-War delegations met in Hartford, Connecticut, at what became known as the Hartford Convention, to discuss the rights 

of individual states.  

o General Andrew Jackson signed a treaty with the Chief of the Creek Indians, William Weatherford, ending the Creek War. The treaty conceded 23 

million acres of land to the United States.  

o In 1816, Madison approved a charter calling for the creation of a Second National Bank.  

o The First Seminole War began on December 26, 1817 in an attempt to subdue Seminole Indians along the border of West Florida. The conflict began 

when the Seminoles refused to leave the lands between Georgia and Florida.  

o The American Colonization Society, an organization that planned to return Negroes to Africa, was founded in 1817, and quickly met strong 
opposition from Negroes who would resist all attempts of the organization to deport them from their native land.  

 Major foreign policy affairs occurring during the Madison administration:  

o On June 19, 1812, congress voted to declare war on Britain. The war began because, despite repeated requests, embargoes, and acts of congress, the 

British ships continued to harass American ships and take the sailors aboard those ships prisoner.  

o The American frigate Constellation, under the command of Captain Isaac Hull, defeated the British frigate Guerriere, under the command of Captain 

James R. Dacres, on August 19, 1812 near the St. Lawrence waterway.  

o Commander Oliver Hazard Perry captured an entire British fleet consisting two ships, two brigades, and a schooner during the defeat of Captain 

Robert Heriot Barclay's fleet at Put-in Bay on September 10,  



o The Treaty of Ghent was signed in Ghent, Belgium on December 24,  

o The treaty formally ended the war, but it did not mention the provisions of neutral rights. The treaty did, however, cede territory seized by Britain 

along the Canadian border to the United States.  

o A British unit of 8,000 troops was defeated by 5,000 American defense troops while attempting a frontal assault on New Orleans on January 8, 1815. 

The British lost over 2,100 soldiers, while the Americans lost only 45.  

 The major social change that occurred during the Madison administration was the founding of the first African Methodist Episcopal Church in 1817.  

 The major technological advance made during the Madison administration was the construction of the Cumberland Road, the first major federal highway, which 
began in 1811.  

 
 

JAMES MONROE 
Born April 28, 1758 in Westmoreland County, Virginia 
Previous experience: Soldier, lawyer, Continental Congress delegate, Senator, governor, Secretary of State, Secretary of War 

Political Party: Democratic-Republican Vice President: Daniel D. Tompkins 

Term of office: March 4, 1817-March 3, 1825 
Died July 4, 31 

Nickname: Last of the ###### Hats 

Family: Wife Elizabeth, Daughters Eliza and Maria 

 Education and Occupations  

o Education  

 Monroe entered the college of William and Mary in 1774, but the revolutionary climate at college was not conductive to learning, so he 

left W&M in 1776. He never earned a degree.  

 Studied law with Thomas Jefferson from 1780-1783  

o Occupations  

 Served in the Continental army from 1776-1778.  

 Accepted the post as the Military commander of Virginia in 1780.  

 Became a member of the Virginia Council of State from 1782-1783.  

 Monroe was a member of the Continental Congress from 1783-1786, during which time he rallied for the granting of western lands to 

veterans of the Revolution, pressed for free trade to be established along the Mississippi River, and wrote up a proposal for the 
Constitution that would give congress the authority to regulate foreign and interstate commerce.  

 From 1790-1794, Monroe served as a Senator, proposing and obtaining the changing of an internal rule of Congress that would allow the 
public to attend Senate sessions, and opposing both Washington's Proclamation of Neutrality and the proposed creation of a standing army.  

 Monroe served as the Minister to France from 1794-1796.  

 Monroe was the Governor of Virginia from 1799-1802.  

 Monroe went to Paris in 1803 along with U.S. Minister Robert R. Livingston to negotiate the Louisiana Purchase.  

 Monroe was the U.S. Minister to Great Britain from 1803-1807. His term was especially challenging because of the rapidly deteriorating 
international relations between the U.S. and Britain. Monroe failed in his attempt persuade Britain to change its policies regarding the 

capture and imprisonment of ship bound Americans. A treaty with Britain, signed by Monroe and William Pinckney, was rejected because 

it failed to resolve the imprisonment issue. Monroe also went to Spain during his term as Minister to Britain in an unsuccessful attempt to 
fix problems with Florida's geographic boundaries.  

 Monroe served as the Governor of Virginia from January-March 1811.  

 Monroe was appointed Secretary of State in 1811, and he served until 1817. Monroe initially set out to find a peaceful solution the 

problems alienating the U.S. and Great Britain. He soon found, however, that the hatred between the two sides was too strong to reconcile. 
This hatred erupted into the War of 1812, in which Monroe had an active role.  

 From 1814-1815, in the midst of his term as Secretary of State, Monroe was appointed as the Secretary of War. Though he failed to 
convince congress that a military draft was needed, he succeeded in strengthening the military by offering greater land bounties and 

inducements to military volunteers.  

 The major issues of the elections:  

o 1st term: Though some partisans noted Monroe's failures abroad, the Federalist party's candidate, Rufus King, did not pose any great opposition to 

Monroe.  

o 2nd term: The death of the Federalist party, due to the Federalists' severe opposition of the War of 1812, meant that Monroe had no opposition for his 

second term.  

 Major political opponents:  

o 1st term: Rufus King  

o 2nd term: None  

 Major domestic happenings during the Monroe administration  

o James Monroe began his first term on March 4, 1817. Monroe's term was dubbed "the era of good feelings" because of the single-party leadership of 

Monroe's administrations.  

o Mississippi became the 20th state on December 10, 1817.  

o On December 3, 1818, Illinois became the 21st state to join the union.  

o In 1819, the McCulloch vs. Maryland Supreme Court case limited the extent to which states were allowed to impose taxes on their own. The 

prosecution (McCulloch) won the case, which involved a bank teller at the Baltimore branch of the Bank of the United States who refused to pay a tax 

reported to have been created in hopes of putting the Bank of the United States out of business, because of the argument that if states could tax 
independently, the result would be that many states would end up overtaxing, defeating the purpose of the Federal government.  

o Excessive minting of currency by the states triggered a financial panic in the U.S. in 1819. As a result, many new independent banks, some state 

banks, and the Second Bank of the United States were all forced to close, declare bankruptcy, or completely reorganize.  

o On February 2, 1819, the Supreme Court ruled against the New Hampshire government in the Dartmouth College vs. Woodward trial. The trial ruled 

that it was unconstitutional to revoke the charter, or in other ways mess in the affairs of, an independent institution, namely Dartmouth College.  

o On December 14, 1819, Alabama became the 22nd state to enter the union.  

o On March 15, 1820, congress reached a compromise on the issue of slavery by admitting Maine into the union as a free state, admitting Missouri into 
the union as a slave state, and by prohibiting slavery north of 36 degrees, 30' in the Louisiana purchase area. The compromise was the result of 

growing concerns about the problems with slavery and the dichotomy that was forming between the free states and the slave states.  

o On January 23, 1820, Maine was officially admitted into the union.  

o James Monroe delivered his second inaugural address on March 5, 1821.  



o On August 10, 1821, Missouri officially entered the union as a slave state.  

o In 1821, the first public high school, the Franklin Academy, was opened in Columbus, Mississippi.  

o The Tariff Act of 1824, a policy that was at the heart of Henry Clay's "American System," was passed by a narrow margin in Congress on May 22, 
1824. The Act included protective tariffs, internal improvements, and a centralized bank that were designed to defend American industries from 

competition and to make the States' reliance on foreign goods lighter.  

o On March 2, 1824, the Supreme Court ruled that only the federal government had the right to regulate and control interstate trade in the Gibbons vs. 

Ogden trial.  

 Major foreign policy affairs occurring during the Monroe administration:  

o The Rush-Bagot agreement, an informal naval treaty between the U.S. and Great Britain, was approved by the Senate on April 10, 1817. The 

agreement stated that each nation was to have no more than one single-gunned ship of 100 tons on each of the great lakes, and that neither country 

was to build battleships to be placed in the waters. The accord reflects a desire between President Monroe and Lord Castlereagh to alleviate some of 
the tensions between the two countries.  

o On October 20, 1818, Britain and the U.S. settled on the 49th degree parallel as the international boundary between Canada and the U.S. This 

boundary extended from the Lake of the Woods to the Rocky Mountains.  

o On February 22, 1819, the United States acquired Spanish Florida, via the Adams- Onis Treaty, for the nullification of a 5 million dollar Spanish debt.  

o On December 2, 1823, the Monroe doctrine, a proposal that would foster peace in the New World, was presented in the president's annual message to 

congress. The doctrine stated that European monarchies no longer would have the privilege of interfering in the affairs of settlements in the Western 

Hemisphere, that the era of the Old World's colonization of the Americas was over, and that the United States would not interfere with the affairs of 

the Old World countries.  
 

 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
Born July 11, 1767 in Braintree, Massachusetts 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Senator, Secretary of State, Congressman 

Political Party: unlike his father, Democratic-Republican 

Vice President: John C. Calhoun 

Term of office: March 4, 1825-March 3, 1829 
Died February 23, 48 

Nickname: Old Man Eloquent 

Family: Wife Louisa, Sons John II, Charles 
Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 The Passey Academy (outside Paris)  

 Attended Leyden University from 1781-1785  

 Advanced Placement student at Harvard University from 1785-1787  

 Studied law under Theophilus Parsons from 1787-1790  

o Occupations:  

 John Quincy Adams was the Minister to the Netherlands from 1794-1797.  

 He was the Minister to Prussia from 1797-1801.  

 He acted as a Massachusetts State Senator in 1802.  

 Adams was one of the Massachusetts U.S. Senators from 1803-1807.  

 He was the Minister to Russia from 1809-1814.  

 In 1814, Adams was appointed as the head of a five-man American council designated to negotiate a peace treaty with Great Britain that 
would end the War of 1812.  

 He served as the Minister to Great Britain from 1815-1817.  

 Appointed by President James Monroe, Adams served as the Secretary of State from 1817-1825. During his term, he secured the 
Convention of 1818, establishing U.S. fishing rights off of certain Canadian coasts; and he concluded the Adams-Onis Treaty, which 

transferred Southern Florida to the United States, fixed the southwestern boundary of the United States at the Sabine river, and removed 

Spanish claims to Oregon. Also, despite the advice of former presidents and other prominent figures to the contrary, Adams was a strong 
proponent of a unilateral declaration that would warn European nations not to interfere with the Western Hemisphere.  

 The major issues and events in the election of 1824:  

o The two leading vote-getters' opposing personalities (John Quincy Adams had an aloof and formal manner which compared unfavorably to Andrew 

Jackson's down- home style) made the largest impact on the results of the election.  

o Adams and Jackson, along with the other two candidates, William H. Crawford and Henry Clay, all supported protective tariffs and federal programs 
of internal improvements.  

o The electoral vote was distributed as such:  

 Jackson, 99  

 Adams, 84  

 Crawford, 41  

 Clay, 37  

o Because none of the candidates won the majority of the electoral college votes, the top three candidates (Jackson, Adams, and Crawford) were voted 

upon in the House of Representatives. Each state represented in the House cast one ballot, based on the majority of its delegation, and the results were 

as follows:  

 Adams, 13 states  

 Jackson, 7 states  

 Crawford, 4 states  

o Adams had therefore won the election, though by a very small margin.  

 Adams' major political opponents were:  

o Andrew Jackson of Tennessee (no political affiliation)  

o William H. Crawford of Georgia (no political affiliation)  

o Henry Clay of Kentucky (no political affiliation)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Adams administration:  

o John Quincy Adams was inaugurated as the 6th president of the United States on March 4, 1825.  



o The Erie Canal, which links Lake Erie with New York City via the Hudson River, was completed on October 25, 1825.  

o On July 4, 1828, Charles Carroll, the only surviving signer of the Declaration of the Independence, attended the ground-breaking ceremony on the 

Baltimore-Ohio railroad.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Adams administration:  

o Hoping to discredit Adams in time for the forthcoming election, supporters of Andrew Jackson designed a tariff bill, dubbed the "Tariff of 

Abominations" by its opponents, with rates so high that it would be rejected by both the anti-rejectionist southerners and by moderates from other 

regions. The plan was that even if the bill passed Congress, the popular uprising would persuade Adams to veto it, making him appear anti-

protectionist.  

o The plan went sour, however, because, even though many New Englanders disliked the proposed tariffs on imported raw wool and on some of the 

items needed for shipbuilding, the tariffs would have such a positive effect on New England manufacturing that, as a result of intense coercion from 

many New England and some Western legislators, congress passed the tariff acts. A few days later, with little reason to do otherwise, Adams passed 
the act.  

o On July 30, 1827, after an anti-tariff protest was held in Columbia, South Carolina, 100 delegates from 13 states convened in Columbia to urge a tariff 

rise, following the loss of a bill seeking tariff increases on February 28, 1827, after a tie-breaking vote from Vice-President Calhoun.  

 The major conflict of the Adams administration was the Tariff of Abominations. The passing of this act proved both Congress' and Adams' unwillingness to bow 

to political pressures; and, despite the failing of Adams to defeat Jackson in the election of 1828, Congress' and Adams' unswerving natures helped to instill a 
certain sense of conviction and purpose into the government.  

 The major social change that occurred during the Adams administration was the publication of the American Dictionary of the English Language, the 
compilation of twenty years of labor by Noah Webster, on April 21, 1828. The Dictionary, the first of its kind, contains two volumes and over 38,000 entries.  

 

ANDREW JACKSON 
Born March 15, 1767 in Waxhaw District, South Carolina 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, military leader, governor, Senator 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice Presidents: John C. Calhoun, Martin Van Buren 

Term of office: March 4, 1829-March 3, 1837 
Died June August 1845 

Nickname: Old Hickory 

Family: Wife Rachel; Son Andrew Jr. 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Studied law under Spruce McCay from 1784-1786.  

 Completed his studies by working in the law office of John Stokes for a period of six months in 1786.  

 Admitted to the North Carolina bar in September 1787.  

o Occupations:  

 Served in the Continental army in 1780, where he acted as a messenger to Colonel William Davis.  

 Acted as Tennessee's first U.S. representative from 1796-1797.  

 Acted was appointed a U.S. Senator from Tennessee in 1797, but he disliked the sluggish pace of Congress, and he resigned after only five 
months.  

 Judge of the Tennessee Superior Court from 1798-1804.  

 Became an unwitting accomplice to the Burr conspiracy of 1805-1806 while serving as the major general of Tennessee from 1802-1806, 

but disassociated from Burr when he heard of the conspiracy.  

 Appointed the major general of U.S. Volunteers in 1812, he led 2,500 Tennessee volunteers against the Creek Indians in October 1813. In 

November 1813, he defeated a force of 1,000 Indians at Talladega; and in March 1814, he crushed the Creeks at Horseshoe Bend.  

 Promoted to major general in the regular army in May 1814, he captured the Florida city of Pensacola in November 1814. He then 

marched to New Orleans in order to defend the city against British attack, aggravating many by imposing martial law on the city. On 
January 8, 1815, British troops attacked New Orleans under the cover of early morning fog and were slaughtered by Jackson's troops, who 

numbered only 21 less after the battle, while British troops numbered 2,000 less.  

 In response to 1817 raids on Georgia by Seminole Indians and fugitive slaves, General Jackson was instructed to check the incursions, but 
only to enter Spanish Florida in the case of a hot pursuit. He exceeded these orders, however, when he invaded Florida in 1818. He 

destroyed Seminole villages, captured Pensacola, and eventually overthrew the Spanish governor, naming himself martial governor for 
several months in 1821.  

 He was the U.S. Senator of Tennessee from 1823-1825, during which time he unsuccessfully campaigned for president in the 1824 
election.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of Andrew Jackson:  

o 1st term (1828):  

 Most of the campaigning revolved around the candidates' personalities. Adams' reserved, conservative attitude contrasted poorly with 
Jackson's patriotic charms and humble upbringing (which won him support from the growing numbers of frontier settlers and manual 

laborers).  

 Jackson's supporters accused Adams of striking a "corrupt bargain" with Henry Clay, stealing the presidency of 1824 from Jackson.  

 Adams' supporters gathered evidence that accused Jackson of adultery for having lived with his wife, Rachel, before she was legally 
divorced from first her husband, Lewis Robards.  

o 2nd term (1832):  

 The main issue of the election of 1832 was about the fate of the Bank of the United States.  

 Clay argued that by destroying the bank, Jackson had not only hurt the moneyed interests, but also hurt the financial security of small 
borrowers.  

 Jackson felt that the bank, long a symbol of special privileges and manipulation, had, under the direction of Nicholas Biddle, become an 
elitist institution that monopolized the banking industry, and favored eastern manufacturing interests at the expense of the common 

working people.  

 Jackson's major political opponents were:  

o 1st term:  

 John Quincy Adams (National Republican)  

o 2nd term:  



 Henry Clay (National Republican)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Jackson administration:  

o Jackson was inaugurated as the 7th president of the United States on March 4, 1829.  

o A debate between Daniel Webster and Robert H. Hayne occurred on the Senate floor on January 27, 1830 on the issue of states' rights to nullify act of 

the Federal Government.  

o President Jackson vetoed the authorization of a highway construction project in 1830 because the highway, which was to be authorized by the 

Maysville Road Bill, would only benefit Kentucky.  

o Jackson was the first president to openly support the removal of the Indians from the Eastern region of the Union. Although the Supreme Court made 

the Worchester v. Georgia decision, regarding the rights of the Indians, in favor of the Indians, Jackson did nothing to enforce it. More than 80 treaties 

were signed in order to accomplish the Indians' transplantation, which came to be known as the Trail of Tears. The bulk of the expulsion of the 
Indians from their homelands came during the Van Buren administration.  

o Nat Turner was hanged on November 11, 1831 for organizing a slave revolt. Nat Turner, a literate slave and radical preacher, organized the revolt in 

August, which gained the alliance of about 30 slaves, and resulted in the deaths of about 50 whites.  

o The Black Hawk War was begun in 1831 by Chief Black Hawk, with the support of 300 warriors, in retaliation to the Treaty of 1804, which Black 

Hawk considered to be a fraud on his people.  

o On March 3, 1832, the Supreme Court ruled that the Federal Government, not states, has jurisdiction over Indian territories.  

o On August 2, 1832, when Sauk and Fox Indians tried to move back into an area which had been seized from them by the U.S. government, they were 

destroyed by U.S. forces in the Battle of Bad Axe.  

o The South Carolina Ordinance of Nullification, a decision of the people of South Carolina to nullify the Tariff Acts of 1828 and the prolonged tariff 

duties on textiles and iron imposed by congress on July 10, 1832, was enacted by South Carolina on November 24, 1832.  

o Jackson denounced the concept of the rights of a state to nullify federal laws to be "an impractical absurdity." In order to advance his views, he issued 
a proclamation to South Carolina explaining that, while their objections to the taxes and tariffs were justified, no system of taxation could tax all 

citizens in a perfectly equitable way. Also, to make sure that there were no problems in South Carolina, Jackson sent ships to Charleston, where forts 

were reinforced under the direction of General Winfield Scott.  

o On July 13, 1832 the Senate failed to acquire the two-thirds vote it needed to overrule President Jackson's veto of the bill that would renew the charter 

of the Second Bank of the United States prematurely.  

o On March 18, 1833, the Henry Clay compromise tariff was signed, removing many of the taxes and import duties that southerners and the writers of 

the South Carolina ordinance of Nullification despised.  

o On March 4, 1833, President Jackson was inaugurated into his second term.  

o Andrew Jackson's 1833 Force Act, which renewed his authority to call up troops, was used as a preventive measure against having to use force on 

some ships by collecting duties before ships reached South Carolina.  

o On December 28, 1835, four days before they were to give up their Floridian settlements and move west, Seminole Indians killed Major Francis L. 
Dade and 108 other soldiers in an attempt to postpone the Seminole relocation.  

o The Cherokees attempted to adopt the ways of the Eastern people to avoid relocation, but they were still moved, despite the Worchester v. Georgia 

decision.  

o On June 15, 1836, Arkansas became the 25th state to enter the union.  

o On and after August 15, 1936, only specie or Virginia Land Scrip would be accepted as payment for federal lands. The Specie Circular, as it was 

called, was intended to end the monopoly of speculators and capitalists on public land. The circular was not successful, however, as speculators 

continued to monopolize land after the circular's institution.  

o Michigan entered the union on January 26, 1837, becoming the 26th state.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Jackson administration:  

o The Alamo, defended by 187 Texans, was defeated by 5,000 regular Mexican forces who rushed the Alamo, easily overtaking the Texans due to their 

overwhelming numbers.  

o Texans, infuriated by the Alamo massacre, began eagerly fighting for independence in mid-March, 1836.  

o Texas troops captured General Santa Ana, who was responsible for the death of 187 Texans in the battle of the Alamo, near the banks of the San 
Jacinto river, and forced him to sign documents proclaiming the independence of Texas from Mexico.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Jackson administration:  

o William Lloyd Garrison published the first issue of The Liberator, an anti-slavery journal, on January 1, 1931.  

o In 1831, Samuel Francis Smith, a theology student, wrote the patriotic poem "America," to be sung to the tune of the British National Anthem.  

o "The New York Herald," a penny paper intended to have, according to its publisher, James Gordon Bennet, "industry, good taste, brevity, variety, 

point, and piquancy," was founded on May 6, 1835.  

 Major invention made during the Jackson administration:  

o In 1835, Samuel Colt premiered his 6-bullet colt revolver handgun, the first practical repeating firearm.  
 

 

MARTIN VAN BUREN 
Born December 5, 1782 in Kinderhook, New York 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Senator, governor, Secretary of State, Vice President 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: Richard M. Johnson 

Term of office: March 4, 1837-March 3, 1841 

Died July 24, 1862 
Nickname: the Little Magician 

Family: Wife Hannah, Sons Abraham, John, Martin Jr. and Smith. 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Van Buren studied Latin briefly at the Kinderhook Academy.  

 He received no formal education after the age of 14 (1796).  

 He studies law under Francis Sylvester from 1796-1802.  

 Van Buren finished his law studies under William P. Van Ness in 1803.  

 He was admitted to the bar in 1803.  

o Occupations:  

 From 1803-1807, Van Buren practiced law with his half brother, James Van Alen.  

 He was appointed as the surrogate to Columbia County in 1808, and he served until 1811.  



 A New York State Senator from 1812-1820, Van Buren supported the War of 1812, while condemning the imprisonment of debtors and 
campaigning against fraudulent bank practices.  

 Van Buren served as the state attorney from 1815-1820, while continuing to serve as a state senator.  

 He attended a state constitutional convention in 1821, during which he attempted to break down barriers which were delaying the adoption 

of popular suffrage and other reforms.  

 As a U.S. Senator from 1821-1828, Van Buren opposed President Monroe's attempts to lure Federalists to the Republican party; and 

during his terms in Senate, he emerged as a prominent architect of the Democratic party (formerly the Jeffersonian Republican party). He 
disliked Federal programs that encouraged a strong central government at the expense of state rights. As the leader of the Senate Judiciary 

Committee, he was an outspoken critic of the Supreme Court, especially in relation to its practice of judicial review. Van Buren supported 

William H. Crawford in the election of 1824. He was the Senate's strongest opponent of John Quincy Adams' nationalist practices from 
1825-1828. In the election of 1828, he supported Andrew Jackson, whom he believed to be the only candidate who would be able to unite 

the country under a plan that mirrored Jeffersonian Republican principles.  

 Van Buren ran for Governor in the State of New York in 1828 solely to improve Jackson's presidential chances in New York. Though he 
only remained in office from January-March 1929, during his tenure, he sponsored the Safety Fund Plan, which required banks to 

contribute a fixed percentage of their capital to a reserve fund that would be used to redeem the outstanding paper currency of any bank 
that collapsed. This plan was intended to curb the abuses of the banking industry in New York. Van Buren resigned in March to become 

Secretary of State under President Jackson.  

 Secretary of State from 1829-1831, he encouraged Jackson to use the spoils system, he negotiated a commercial treaty with Turkey that 
granted the United States navigational rights to the Black Sea in 1830, and in the same year, he negotiated a treaty with Great Britain that 

renewed trade with the West Indies. Van Buren resigned in 1831 in the midst of a general cabinet shakeup. Jackson quickly appointed him 
as Minister to Great Britain, but Congress rejected the appointment for political reasons.  

 After a falling out with his first term Vice President, John C. Calhoun, President Jackson nominated Martin Van Buren as his second-term 
running mate. While in office from 1833-1837, Vice President Van Buren publicly supported Jackson on all issues except the withdrawing 

of funds from the Bank of the United States, though he supported the withdrawal after its was made.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1837:  

o Van Buren disagreed with Whig candidate William Henry Harrison's revenue- sharing scheme that would return federal surplus from the proceeds of 

federal lands directly back to the states.  

o Harrison was willing to revive the Bank of the United States if the economy got out of control, while Van Buren opposed the Bank in all 

circumstances.  

o While Harrison called for a number of internal improvements, while Van Buren only intended on federally funding projects that were truly national in 
scope.  

 Van Buren's major political opponents were:  

o William Henry Harrison (Whig)  

o Hugh Lawson White (Whig)  

o Daniel Webster (Whig)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Van Buren administration:  

o Martin Van Buren was sworn into office as the eighth president of the United States on March 4, 1837.  

o The Mt. Holyoke Female Seminary, one of the first educational institutions created for women, was opened on November 8, 1837. Its founder, Mary 

Lyon, was able to raise the funds for the school single-handedly; defeating the notion that education was an improper activity for a woman by 
persuading benefactors that education would enrich a woman's life, making her a better wife, mother, and homemaker.  

o As a consequence of extensive borrowing fueled by the demise of the Bank of the United States, the failure of the 1836 wheat crop, a 50% drop in the 

price of cotton, the requested payment of many short-term American loans due to the demise of several European banks, and the order that 
government lands be paid for in coin, leading to the withdrawal of large amounts of hard currency from circulation, the United States was thrown into 

a financial panic in 1837. The panic caused a severe increase in unemployment and the demise of many U.S. banks; and the increased cost of flour 

caused several riots in New York.  

o In 1838, Oberlin became the first college to open its doors to women.  

o The forced removal of some 18,000 Cherokees, most from Georgia, to the Indian Territory west of the Mississippi, was ordered by President Jackson, 

but executed during the term of President Van Buren. Though the removal was widely denounced by humanists and constitutional experts, and despite 

the Supreme Court's ruling that the Indians had the legal right to remain at their ancestral homes, President Jackson ordered the army, under the 
leadership of General Winfield Scott, to move the Indians out of Georgia; and when Van Buren came into power, he did not interfere with this policy, 

despite its frequent criticism. During the march, many Indians died of starvation, heat-induced diseases, and over-exposure to cold, leading Indians to 
name the long journey "The Trail of Tears."  

 Major foreign policy decisions of the Van Buren administration:  

o In an effort to assist Canada in its rebellion against British rule in 1837, American sympathizers used the steamship Caroline to transport supplies to 

the Canadian rebels. In December 1837, the Canadian Militia, under orders from Britain, seized the Caroline in U.S. waters and sent it hurtling over 

the Niagara Falls. One American was killed and several others wounded in the attack. In a message to congress, Van Buren denounced the incident, 
but, although he sent American forces into the region, he resisted outcries for war against Britain, and he issued a proclamation of Neutrality 

regarding the Canadian rebellion.  

o The Aroostook War began in 1838, when lumberjacks from Maine and New Brunswick disagreed on the proper ownership of trees from the 

Aroostook Valley. The disagreement occurred because, as the treaty which recognized American land claims at the end of the Revolutionary War was 
not based on valid data, both Maine and New Brunswick believed that they had valid claims to the Aroostook Valley. The conflict soon turned to 

skirmishes between Canadian rebels and Americans. Although the rebels only lasted two weeks before overtaken by their government, the skirmishes 

lasted for an additional 18 months. The War was ended via a treaty signed on March 25, 1839, after President Van Buren sent General Winfield Scott 
to the area to calm matters down to the point where a treaty could be negotiated.  

 The major conflict of the Van Buren administration was the "Trail of Tears" march. Though Van Buren did not do anything about the forced march that his 
predecessor had begun, he had the opportunity, the encouragement, and the power to do so. Jackson had begun the march against the wishes of most of his 

colleges, and, even if it had been generally accepted that the march was a good and necessary thing, which it had not, Van Buren probably could have stopped it. 
However, by declining to take action, Van Buren advanced the views of Jackson, while foregoing the will of the general public.  

 The only major invention during the Van Buren administration was made in 1839, when Charles Goodyear discovered, serendipitously, a way to treat rubber so 
that it did not harden when cold or become sticky when hot.  

 

 

WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON 
Born February 9, 1773 in Berkeley, Virginia 

Previous experience: Military leader, territorial governor, Congressman, Senator 



Political Party: Whig 

Vice President: John Tyler 
Term of office: sadly, March 4, 1841- April 4, 1841 

Died April 4, 41 

Nickname: Old Tippecanoe 
Family: Wife Anna; Sons John, William, John Scott, Benjamin, and Carter; Daughters Elizabeth, Lucy, Mary, and Anna.   

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Attended Hampden-Sydney College in 1787 and studied medicine briefly in Richmond and Philadelphia.  

 When his father, Benjamin Harrison, died in 1791, however, he discontinued his studies to join the army.  

o Occupations:  

 In 1791 he obtained a commission as ensign in the First Infantry of the Regular Army, and headed to the Northwest, where he spent most 

of his life.  

 In the campaign against the Indians, Harrison served as aide-de-camp to General "Mad Anthony" Wayne at the Battle of Fallen Timbers, 

which opened most of the Ohio area to settlement. After resigning from the Army in 1798, he became Secretary of the Northwest 
Territory, was its first delegate to Congress, and helped obtain legislation dividing the Territory into the Northwest and Indiana Territories. 

In 1801 he became Governor of the Indiana Territory, serving 12 years.  

 His prime task as governor was to obtain title to Indian lands so settlers could press forward into the wilderness. When the Indians 
retaliated, Harrison was responsible for defending the settlements.  

 The threat against settlers became serious in 1809. An eloquent and energetic chieftain, Tecumseh, with his religious brother, the Prophet, 
began to strengthen an Indian confederation to prevent further encroachment. In 1811 Harrison received permission to attack the 

confederacy.  

 While Tecumseh was away seeking more allies, Harrison led about a thousand men toward the Prophet's town. Suddenly, before dawn on 

November 7, the Indians attacked his camp on Tippecanoe River. After heavy fighting, Harrison repulsed them, but suffered 190 dead and 
wounded.  

 The Battle of Tippecanoe, upon which Harrison's fame was to rest, disrupted Tecumseh's confederacy but failed to diminish Indian raids. 
By the spring of 1812, they were again terrorizing the frontier.  

 In the War of 1812 Harrison won more military laurels when he was given the command of the Army in the Northwest with the rank of 
brigadier general. At the Battle of the Thames, north of Lake Erie, on October 5, 1813, he defeated the combined British and Indian forces, 

and killed Tecumseh. The Indians scattered, never again to offer serious resistance in what was then called the Northwest.  

 Thereafter Harrison returned to civilian life; the Whigs, in need of a national hero, nominated him for President in 1840. He won by a 
majority of less than 150,000, but swept the Electoral College, 234 to 60.  

 When he arrived in Washington in February 1841, Harrison let Daniel Webster edit his Inaugural Address, ornate with classical allusions. 
Webster obtained some deletions, boasting in a jolly fashion that he had killed "seventeen Roman proconsuls as dead as smelts, every one 

of them."  

 Webster had reason to be pleased, for while Harrison was nationalistic in his outlook, he emphasized in his Inaugural that he would be 

obedient to the will of the people as expressed through Congress.  

 Before he had been in office a month, he caught a cold that developed into pneumonia. On April 4, 1841, he died--the first President to die 

in office--and with him died the Whig program.  

 Major issues in the election of Harrison:  

o In December 1839, when the Whig convention in Harrisburg chose Harrison as its candidate. Hoping to win Southern votes, the party nominated John 

Tyler of Virginia for the vice-presidency. The delegates, who adopted no platform, left the convention, cheering to one of the greatest slogans of 

American politics, "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too."  

o The presidential campaign of 1840 was the first to attempt a broad emotional appeal to the mass of American voters, and Harrison was the first 
candidate to campaign actively for the presidency.  

o A Democratic newspaper, hitting the 67-year old general was senile, suggested that "Granny" Harrison would be happy to retire to his "log cabin" if 

someone gave him a pension and a barrel of hard cider. The Whigs turned this observation to their own advantage, proclaiming Harrison the "log 

cabin and hard cider candidate."  

o Contrasting their candidate to the Democratic Van Buren, with his luxurious tastes, they sought to make the election a test of whether Americans still 

supported simple virtues. Slogans, songs, and gigantic rallies dominated the Whig campaign. The candidate himself, to prove he was not too old or 

weak for the job, gave 23 lengthy speeches. An unprecedented turnout of votes would give Harrison a decisive victory.  

 Major political opponents:  

o Martin Van Buren (Democrat)  

o Hugh L. White (Whig)  

o Daniel Webster (Whig)  

 Major domestic happenings during the Harrison Administration:  

o On March 4, 1841, William Henry Harrison became the 9th president of the United States, delivering the longest inaugural address on record, one 

hour and forty five minutes, in which he promised not to run for a second term.  

o On April 4, 1841 he died of pneumonia, making this the shortest term ever of exactly one month.  

o Since William Henry Harrison was the first president to die in office, his widow was the first First Lady to receive a pension --$25,000.  

 

 

JOHN TYLER 
Born March 29, 1790 in Charles City County, Virginia 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, governor, Senator, Vice President 
Political Party: Whig 

Vice President: None 

Term of office: April 6, 1841-March 3, 1845 
Died January 18, 62 

Nickname: His Accidency 

Family: Wives Letitia and Julia, Sons John, Robert, David, John Alexander, Lachlan, Robert Fitzgerald, and Lyon.  Daughters Alice, Letitia, Elizabeth, Mary, Anne, Julia, 
and Pearl 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  



 Tyler enrolled in the preparatory division of the College of William and Mary in 1802.  

 He graduated from William and Mary, after completing college level studies, in 1807  

 From 1807-1809, he studied law under, successively, his father (John Tyler), his cousin (Chancellor Samuel Taylor), and the first U.S. 
Attorney General (Edmund Randolph).  

 Tyler was accepted to the bar in 1809.  

o Occupations:  

 During his 1816-1821 stay in the Virginia House of Delegates as a Jeffersonian Republican representative of Charles City County, Tyler 
led the effort to censure Virginia's two U.S. Senators for supporting the Bank of the United States after being instructed by the state 

legislature to do so.  

 As a member of the House of Representatives from 1816-1821, Tyler opposed the Bank of the United States, high tariffs, and federally 

funded internal improvements. Also, he argued that the Missouri compromise was unconstitutional because it restricted slavery, and he 
rallied unsuccessfully for the censure of General Andrew Jackson for his 1818 invasion of Florida.  

 After resigning from the House of Representatives due to poor health and distaste for constantly being in the minority, Tyler was again 
elected as a Jeffersonian Republican representative of Charles City County to the Virginia House of Delegates, where he served from 

1823-1825.  

 Tyler served as the Governor of Virginia from 1825-1827, promoting, to no avail, statewide improvements in education and transportation. 
He resigned from the Governorship in 1827 to accept his election to the U.S. Senate.  

 Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1827, Tyler entered the Senate a foe of the John Quincy Adams administration because of Adams' plan for 
nationwide, federally funded internal improvements. He joined the anti administration forces loyal to Andrew Jackson, who he supported 

in 1828. Tyler initially supported Jackson, applauding his vetoes of the Maysville Road Bill and the recharter of the Bank of the United 
States, and he supported Jackson in the election of 1832. However, due to the conflict between Jackson and the State of South Carolina 

over the issue of secession and nullification, Tyler turned against the administration; and when Jackson proposed the force bill, which 

would use force on South Carolina in order to collect the tariff, Tyler objected fiercely, and he cast the only vote against the bill. Tyler 

soon came to view Jackson as a virtual dictator; and in 1834, he voted for the senate censure of Jackson. Tyler then decided to join Henry 

Clay and his Whig party. In 1836, when the Virginia legislature instructed its senators to vote to expunge the proposed censure from the 

congressional record, Tyler chose to resign his seat rather than comply.  

 In 1838, Tyler was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates, this time a Whig candidate from the Williamsburg district. He was named 

the Speaker of the House in January 1839; and he served until 1840.  

 Tyler was nominated to the position of Vice President in order to gain Southern support for the 1840 Whig candidate, William Henry 

Harrison. Harrison won the election, and Tyler became Vice President on March 4, 1841. Though he was the Vice President, Tyler was not 
informed of the President's deteriorating health until April 5, 1941, when he was officially informed that Harrison had died the previous 

day. His Vice Presidency ended on April 6, 1841, when he was sworn into Presidency.  

 Major domestic happenings of the Tyler administration:  

o Transcendentalist George Ripley, with the help of 20 others, founded the Brook Farm Institute of Agriculture and Education, set on a 2,000-acre farm 

in West Roxbury, Massachusetts, a communal living establishment experiment that encouraged freedom of expression in an atmosphere of sharing 
and growth.  

o In November 1841, John Bidwell led the first wagon train to cross the Rocky Mountains via the Oregon Trail. Though Bidwell's group, called the 

Western Emigration Society, was slated to contain 500 people, after hearing of the hardships that the trail would pose, most of the initial 500 left. 
Still, Bidwell ventured forth with the 69 that remained.  

o In the final day of his administration, March 3, 1845, John Tyler signed a congressional act which granted statehood to Florida and Iowa. Florida was 

signed in as a slave state, while Iowa was signed in as a free state, under the principle of balanced representation between slave and free states.  

 The major foreign policy decision of the Tyler administration was the Webster-Ashburton Treaty, signed in 1842 and negotiated by U.S. Secretary of State 
Daniel Webster and Alexander Baring, First Lord Ashburton, which established the location of the border between the state of Maine and the Canadian 
providence of New Brunswick, putting an end to arguments over the border which resulted from the Aroostook War. The Treaty also made territorial adjustments 

to complete the U.S.-Canadian border between the East Coast to the Rockies, it established an extradition process between the two countries for most violent 

crimes, as well as for forgery, and it called for a cooperative effort to suppress the slave trade.  

 The major technological advance made during the Tyler administration was made on May 24, 1844, when Samuel Morse sent the first ever telegraph message 

between two cities, "What hath God wrought!", from Washington to Baltimore. Though there was no doubt that the new technology would enter in a new era of 
communication, there were doubts as to who should reap the profits, as there were several scientists who claimed that they had a legitimate right to capitalize 

from the technology because they pioneered the essential parts of the technology that Morse refined and patented.  

 
 

JAMES KNOX POLK 
Born November 2, 1795 in Mecklenburg County, North Carolina 
Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, governor 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: George M. Dallas 
Term of office: March 4, 1845-March 3, 1849 

Died June 15, 49 

Nickname: Young Hickory 
Family: Wife Sarah 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education: Graduated University of North Carolina, 1818.  

o Occupations:  

 Admitted to the Tennessee bar, 1820.  

 Member of Tennessee State Legislature, 1823-1825.  

 Represented Tennessee in U.S. House of Representatives, 1825-1839.  

 Speaker of the House, 1835-1839.  

 Governor of Tennessee, 1839-1841.  

 The major issue of the 1844 election was the acquisition of Texas and Oregon and the existence of slavery in these territories. The Democrats, mostly southerners 
and pro-expansion, chose Polk as their candidate over Van Buren. The Whigs, also for expansion on a less belligerent level yet against slavery, chose Henry Clay 

as their candidate.  

 Polk's major political opponent was Henry Clay (Whig).  

 Major domestic happenings of the Polk administration:  



o James K. Polk becomes 11th President, March 4, 1845.  

o Texas Enters the Union (1845): Signed at the end of Tyler's administration, the resolution annexed all of Texas to the U.S. Mexico, who never 

recognized Texas' independence, also failed to recognize the annexation.  

o Wilmot Provisio (1846): Proposed by David Wilmot of Pennsylvania, the proviso suggested no slavery in the lands seized from Mexico. Although it 

didn't make it through both of the houses, the proviso was accepted by all but one of the Northern states, and was the center of a very heated debate.  

o Independent Federal Treasury Created (1846): Allowed a place for federal deposit free of state and independent banks.  

o Walker Tariff (1846): Liked more by the South than by the North, this brain-child of Secretary of Treasury R. Walker lowered the rates of protective 
tariffs, while allowing coffee and tea to pass freely.  

o Wisconsin enters the Union (1848): 30th U.S. State.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Polk administration:  

o Slidell Mission (1845): In an attempt to gain all of Mexico's land through peaceful diplomacy, Polk sends Ambassador John Slidell to Mexico. Still 

mad at the Texas annexation and unwilling to give up half their land, Mexico refused to speak with Slidell. Polk then attempts to use military force to 
gain the land.  

o Mexican War Begins (1846): While Polk is pressuring Congress to declare war with Mexico; Mexican forces attack American soldiers guarding the 

border of the American land. Congress then declares war.  

o Bear Flag Republic Established in California (1846): by two Americans, William B. Ide and John C. Fremont to combat Mexican rule of California. 
The Bear Flaggers aided the American Army in defeating the Mexicans in California.  

o Oregon Treaty with England (1846): After demanding England to settle on the 56th parallel as the Canadian border, Polk compromises with the 49th 

parallel. England agrees, since both countries wish to avoid war, especially the U.S. The U.S. gains Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and some of 
Wyoming and Montana.  

o Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo (1848): Ends the Mexican War. The U.S. gets New Mexico (including Nevada, Utah, and Arizona), and California. In 

exchange, the U.S. had to pay Mexico $15 million in reparations and promise to respect the religion and property rights of the Mexicans still living on 

the land.  

o Polk Doctrine (1848): Reinforces Monroe Doctrine in demanding European non-intervention during the attempt of a Latin-American country to rejoin 

Spain. Established America's presence as a world power.  

 The major conflict of the Polk administration was the Mexican War. Looked upon by his enemies as "Mr. Polk's War", the war was considered a deliberate 
attempt to get Mexico involved in a war for the sake of gaining all the land in the North American Continent. Others looked upon it as an attempt of Mexico to 

start a war that they believed they could win.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Polk administration:  

o Term "Manifest Destiny" Used for the First Time (1846): by John O'Sullivan in his United States Magazine and Domestic Review as a justification 

for the U.S. annexation of Texas. Manifest Destiny was the right of the Americans to have the entire North American continent.  

o Mormons Migrate to Utah (1847): Members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day Saints led by Brigham Young seek freedom from the religious 

persecution of the other frontiersmen. The Mormons offered salvation to anyone, and also practiced polygamy.  

o Seneca Falls Convention (1848): Women's Right's meeting held in upstate New York. A women's Declaration of Sentiments, similar to the 

Declaration of Independence, was written up containing the phrase "all men and women are created equal." Such feminists as Susan B. Anthony and 

Lucretia Mott attended, stressing women's rights and the right for female suffrage.  

o Gold Discovered in California (1848): by James Marshall in Sutter's Mill (now Sacramento). Gold's discovery causes the majority of California 

residents, hoping to get rich quick, to take up gold mining, leaving the others to begin an industrious wheat industry.  

o Free Soil Party Organized (1848): By the former Liberty Party and Northern abolitionist members of the Whig Party, the Free Soil Party hoped for the 

outlawing of slavery in the lands attained from Mexico.  

o California Gold Rush (1849): News reaches the East of the discovery of gold in California, causing a mad rush of Easterners to head West along the 

Oregon Trail. Propaganda spreads false information about the abundance of gold, fanning the flames of the rush.  

 Major inventions made during the Polk administration:  

o Elias Howe Invents Sewing Machine (1846): Howe, who was sick and relied on the sewing of his wife for an income, devised a machine for sewing 

despite the threats of tailors towards other inventors. Successful in inventing the machine, Howe was plagued by a fire in his factory and the loss of 
his royalties to an English inventor. Howe proceeded to sue other inventors stealing his idea, and was successful against Singer. Howe used the 

concept of monthly payments after a down payment under $50 to sell his machine.  

o Richard Hoe invents Steam Cylinder Press (1846): allows faster printing. Modern presses use this system.  

o J.J. Couch invents Steam Powered Rock Drill (1849): in Philadelphia. Eases the drilling through rock for canals and other things. Eventually, air drills 
will be utilized.  

 

 

ZACHARY TAYLOR 
Born November 24, 1784 in Montebello, Orange County, Virginia 

Previous experience: Military leader 
Political Party: Whig 

Vice President: Millard Fillmore 

Term of office: March 4, 1849-July 9, 1850 
Died July 9, 50 

Nickname: Old Rough & Ready 

Family: Wife Margaret, Son Richard, Daughters Ann, Sarah, and Marcy 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Taylor received only basic schooling.  

 Taylor's teachers included Elisha Ayer, Lewis Wetsel, and Kean O'Hara, an Irish Catholic immigrant and classical scholar.  

o Occupations:  

 He was first commissioned in 1808 as a first lieutenant in the Seventh Infantry Regiment. He started as an army recruiter in Kentucky, and 
then he became a temporary commandant of Fort Pickering. He then served in New Orleans under General James Wilkinson, and later in 

Washington Village (near Natchet, Mississippi).  

 In 1810, Taylor was promoted to captain; and the next year he was appointed as the commandant of Fort Knox. His timely restoration of 

order at the fort won him the admiration of William Henry Harrison.  

 Zachary Taylor was one of the prominent figures in the War of 1812. In 1812, he successfully defended Fort Harrison from an Indian 

attack. Two years later, he prepared to lead 350 troops against what he believed to be an Indian settlement in the Illinois territory. Upon 
discovering that the settlement housed British troops, however, Taylor ordered a retreat, avoiding conflict while allowing the goal of the 



mission, the creation of Fort Johnson at Des Moines, to be carried out. In January 1815, Taylor was promoted to major; but, in the 

demobilization that followed the end of the War of 1812, Taylor was demoted to captain.  

 In June 1815, Taylor resigned his commission so that he could concentrate his efforts on faming tobacco and corn at Springfield, his 

plantation near Louisville, Kentucky.  

 In 1816, he rejoined the army as a major at Fort Howard.  

 He was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel in 1819 and, after Establishing Fort Jessup in 1822, he was appointed as commandant of 
Baton Rouge in 1823, a member of the Militia Board in Washington in 1826, the commandant of Fort Snelling in 1828, and as the 

commandant of Fort Crawford in 1829.  

 Taylor was promoted to colonel in 1832, when he commanded the First Infantry at Fort Armstrong, constructed Fort Dixon, and 

commanded his troops at the Battle of Bad Axe, the last battle of the Black Hawk War. Following the war, Taylor was again appointed as 
the commandant of Fort Crawford.  

 He commanded the Army South of the Withlacoochee on Christmas Day, 1837, at the Battle of Okeechobee, where he defeated the 
Seminoles. Taylor lost only 26 men in the battle; and, in honor of this, Taylor was made the brigadier general of Florida, and commander 

of all U.S. forces in Florida. During the time when he was a brigadier, 53 new posts were erected, 848 miles of wagon road were cut, and 

3,643 feet of bridges and causeways were constructed.  

 In 1841, Taylor became the commander of the second department, Western Division at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and in 1844 he became the 

commander of the first department at Fort Jessup, Louisiana.  

 Taylor commanded troops in the Mexican War, during the years of 1846-1848, at battles occurring near the Rio Grande. Promoted to the 

rank of major general in May 1846 for his victories at Palo Alto and Resaca de la Palma, Taylor lead troops to victory at Monterrey in 
September 1846, but, because Taylor had agreed to what President James K. Polk believed to be overly lenient terms of surrender from the 

Mexicans, Taylor was relieved of most of his troops. Taylor, believing this to be purely political action intended to coerce him into 

resigning his command, vowed to remain with the 4,600 men that remained. Ignoring notes from Washington urging him to remain at a 
defensive post while General Winfield Scott, who had taken control of the troops that Taylor had lost, carried out his campaign at Veracruz 

and New Mexico, Taylor proceeded to Buena Vista where, on February 23, 1847, Taylor's troops fought the troops of General Antonio 

Lopez de Santa Anna. The battle resulted in a decisive victory for Taylor, who lost only 673 men, while the Mexicans lost about 1800. 
Taylor became a national war hero as a result of the victory.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1848:  

o The Wilmot Proviso, a bill that banned slavery in any state acquired as a result of the Mexican War, was one of the major issues of the election.  

o Though Taylor never announced his opinion of the proviso, he won a great deal of Southern support simply because he was the owner of about 100 

slaves.  

o Democratic opponent Lewis Cass opposed the Proviso in favor of "squatter sovereignty," which would allow the citizens of new territories to choose 

whether or not the state would allow slavery, but Cass was not able to defeat Taylor because former president Martin Van Buren, a member of the 

Free Soil party, was able to dislodge enough of Cass' voting base that some of the states that would have been barely carried by Cass were instead 
carried by Taylor.  

 Taylor's major political opponents were:  

o Lewis Cass (Democrat)  

o Martin Van Buren (Free Soil)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Taylor administration:  

o Zachary Taylor was sworn in as the 12th president of the United States on March 5,  

o In July 1849, Harriet Tubman, a slave in the state of Maryland, escaped from slavery.  

o On July 9, 1950, Zachary Taylor died in office. He was succeeded by Millard Fillmore  

 The major conflict of the Taylor administration was slavery. Though Taylor never drew clear battle lines, he tended not to favor the expansion of slavery, and he 

opposed the compromise of 1850, but his death in office kept him from being able to pass (or veto) any legislation on the issue of slavery.  
 

MILLARD FILLMORE 
Born January 7, 1800 in Summerhill, New York 
Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, Vice President 

Political Party: Whig 

Vice President: None 
Term of office: July 10, 1850-March 3, 1853 

Died March August 74 

Nickname: Last of the Whigs 
Family: Wife Abigail, Son Millard, Daughter Mary 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Fillmore received little formal education early in life. Only in 1817, when a circulating library was established in his town, did Fillmore 
realize how little he really knew.  

 In 1818, Fillmore enrolled at an academy in the town of New Hope, New York, where he was working in a cloth mill.  

 Fillmore studied law in the offices of County Judge Walter Wood from 1819-1821.  

 During the next two years, he studied law in his spare time at the office of Asa Rice and Joseph Clary.  

 He was admitted to the bar in 1823.  

o Occupations:  

 Fillmore ran a law practice in East Aroura, New York from 1823-1828. During this time, he became active in politics as an Anti-Mason, 
supporting John Quincy Adams in the 1824 election.  

 Elected to three consecutive terms as an Anti-Mason from the Erie County district, Fillmore served on the New York State Assembly from 
1829-1831.  

 From 1833-1835 and 1837-1843, Fillmore acted as a U.S. Representative from New York. During his terms, he helped initiate the Whig 
party in western New York, opposed President Van Buren's Independent Treasury system, and attempted, unsuccessfully, to prevent a split 

between congressional Whigs and President Tyler. Also, as chairman of the House Means and Ways committee, Fillmore drafted and 

urged the passage of the Tariff Act of 1842, and he supported the National Bankruptcy Act and a distribution of funds to the states from 
the sale of federal lands.  

 Fillmore promoted a stable currency system, along with the expansion of the Erie Canal, as New York State Comptroller from 1848-1849.  

 During his short Vice Presidency, lasting from 1849-1850, Millard Fillmore did barely anything. Fillmore did not meet Taylor until after 

their election in 1848, and even then he was almost universally ignored by the Taylor administration.  



 Major domestic happenings of the Fillmore administration:  

o On July 9, 1850, Fillmore visited Taylor and came to the realization that he was going to die. Late that evening, Fillmore was informed of Tyler's 

passing; and at noon the next day, July 10, he was sworn into the presidency by William Cranch, chief justice of the U.S. Circuit Court for the District 

of Columbia, before a joint session of congress.  

o The compromise of 1850, which consisted of five separate acts, was an attempt by Henry Clay to resolve the issue of slavery. It was signed into law 

by Millard Fillmore between September 9-20, 1850 despite Zachary Taylor's opposition to the compromise. Though the compromise temporarily 

averted a civil war, satisfied northern moderates, and temporarily satisfied the South (with the slight exception of South Carolina, who only agreed to 
the package, instead of seceding as initially planned, when it realized the futility of any attempt to break away from the union and become 

independent), the compromise eventually lead to the death of the Whig party. The five acts were:  

 California was admitted as a free state, while the other states created from territory acquired from Mexico were to decide for themselves 
whether or not they wanted to be free or slave states.  

 Texas' borders were defined, Texas was given $10 million to pay off its debts, and the territory of New Mexico was established.  

 The territory of Utah was established.  

 The Fugitive Slave Law stated that the federal government must take an active part in returning slaves to their masters (this resulted in the 

capture of many legitimately free blacks in the North who were claimed, rightfully or not, as runaway slaves; and suspected fugitives were 
denied trials). Also, anyone caught helping blacks escape via the Underground Railroad was subject to stiff criminal and civil penalties.  

 The slave trade (though not slavery itself) was abolished in the District of Columbia.  

o On September 9, 1850, as part of the first act of the Compromise of 1850, California was accepted as the 31st state into the Union.  

 The major foreign policy action of the Fillmore administration was the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, signed on April 19, 1850, which pledged that both the United 
States and Great Britain would be protective of Central America, and that both sides would remain neutral in respect to the prospective Panama Isthmus Canal.  

 Major social changes of the Fillmore administration:  

o Harriet Beecher Stowe's 1852 novel, Uncle Tom's Cabin, was the most effective and most controversial anti-slavery book ever published. The book, 

which sold over 300,000 copies and was eventually turned into a play, tells the tale of Tom, a selfless slave who rescues a white child; but is then sold 

to a sadistic master who is so unmoved by Tom's Christian virtue and quiet fortitude that the master has Tom flogged to death. Advocates of slavery, 
sensing an uprising, published their own series of essays, The Pro-Slavery Argument, in an attempt to squelch the furor created by the book.  

 

 

FRANKLIN PIERCE 
Born November 23, 1804 in Hillsborough, New Hampshire 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, Senator 
Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: William R. King 

Term of office: March 4, 1853-March 3, 1857 
Died October August 69 

Nickname: Handsome Frank 

Family: Wife Jane, Sons Franklin, Frank Robert, and Benjamin. 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Pierce enrolled at the Hancock Academy in 1818 and then transferred to the Francestown Academy in the spring of 1820.  

 He entered the Bowdoin College in the fall of 1820.  

 After finishing college in 1824, Pierce studied law under John Burnham, then Levi Woodbury (who later became a supreme court justice), 

Samuel Howe, and finally Edmund Parker.  

 He was admitted to the bar in September 1827.  

o Occupations:  

 Pierce was a member of the New Hampshire Legislature from 1829-1833.  

 He was a U.S. Representative from New Hampshire from 1833-1837. While in the House, Pierce supported Jackson, opposed federally 

supported internal improvements, and denounced abolitionists.  

 Elected to the U.S. Senate in 1837 as a democrat from New Hampshire, Pierce was a supporter of the Van Buren administration and of the 

proposed Independent Treasury System in particular. Though he voted with the Whigs on one occasion, unsuccessfully opposing a motion 
that would prohibit the house from accepting antislavery petitions, Pierce remained loyal to the Democrats even after the election of 1840 

(during which he campaigned strongly, though unsuccessfully, for Van Buren), which brought with it a Whig takeover of Congress. Pierce 

began to lose interest in the senate after the Whig takeover, however; and by February 1842, Pierce had become disinterested enough in 
Senate affairs that his longings for clean New Hampshire air and his wife's requests for him to leave Washington politics in order to 

reestablish his highly profitable law practice in Concord, New Hampshire had become reason enough for him to resign his seat in the 

Senate.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1852 were more personal than philosophical. Whigs, who supported General Winfield Scott, touted Scott's military 

record and reminded Catholics that Scott's daughter had become a nun, while charging that Pierce was a coward that had avoided the real fighting. Democrats 
touted Pierce as another Jackson, nicknaming him "Young Hickory of the Granite Hills"; while attacking Scott from both an anti-catholic standpoint, noting that 

he was catholic, and an immigrant (Catholic) standpoint, pointing out that he would execute Irish Catholics for desertion during the time when he was a general 

in the army. Additionally, both sides claimed that the other candidate was a drunkard.  

 Pierce's major political opponent was General Winfield Scott (Whig).  

 Major domestic happenings of the Pierce administration:  

o On March 4, 1853, Franklin Pierce was inaugurated as the 14th president of the United States.  

o On December 30, 1853, Pierce's emissary, James Gasden, purchased a 45,535 square mile tract of land from Mexico. The land, which lies on the 32nd 

parallel, along the Gila River and west of New Mexico, was purchased for $10 million so that the strategic overland trail to California would be 

located exclusively on American soil, as would the proposed Southern Transcontinental Railroad. Additionally, the area was rumored to contain large 

deposits of silver and gold.  

o On May 26, 1854, the Senate passed the Kansas-Nebraska Act, which would allow the settlers of the newly-formed territories of Kansas and Nebraska 

to choose whether they wanted their state to be a slave state or a free-soil state. Accompanied by the repeal of the 1820 Missouri Compromise, the bill 

prompted heated arguments between pro-slavery and abolitionist groups. Anti-slavery groups, angered by the fact that, by repealing the Missouri 
Compromise, the act would allow slave states to be created north of Missouri, which had previously been the northern boundary for slave holders, 

threatened to disobey the Fugitive Slave Law. Also, a Boston mob attacked a courthouse in a (failed) attempt to free Anthony Burns, a fugitive slave 

who was being detained therein.  



o In July, 1854, the newly-founded Republican party held its first state convention. The party was created by a group of Whigs, Free Soil Democrats, 

and members of the Liberty party. The Republicans were united in their disapproval of slavery and aristocracy and in their support for new railroads, 
free homesteads, and the opening of western lands by free labor.  

o On May 4, 1856, five pro-slavery settlers of Kansas were murdered by anti-slavery forces retaliating from a March 31st pillage of the town of 

Lawrence, Kansas. The fighting was caused by the fraudulent admission of Kansas into the union as a slave state. The admission of Kansas as a slave 

state had followed a vote which was to determine whether settlers wanted slavery. The vote came out strongly in favor of slavery, but abolitionists 

claimed that slavery supporters had rigged the vote, as there were 6,300 votes cast for the territories 3,000 settlers. Anti-slavery forces were denied a 

revote by the territorial governor, deepening the hostility.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Pierce administration:  

o In July 1853, Commodore Matthew Calbraith Perry, with the help of four men-of-war, successfully resisted Japanese resistance that insisted that 

Perry, who had arrived in Tokyo Bay, take his ships to Nagasaki, the only Japanese port open to foreigners. On the 14th of July, Perry met 
representatives of the Emperor of Japan in an effort to get the Emperor to agree to a letter which former president Millard Fillmore had sent with 

Perry. The letter requested that Japan provide protection for American sailors shipwrecked in Japan, open additional ports to foreigners, and provide 

coaling stations for American ships voyaging from the West coast of the U.S. to China.  

o On February 28, 1854, the Black Warrior, an American merchant ship, was seized in Havana, Cuba. The seizure was a result of the growing Spanish 

anger over the use of filibustering expeditions and rumors of a forthcoming Cuban annexation.  

o The Ostend Manifesto, a memorandum prepared by James Buchanan, John Y. Mason, and Pierre Soule, outlined American policy towards Cuba. 
Published on March 3, 1854, the manifesto suggested wrestling Cuba from Spain if an agreement could not be reached.  

 The major technological change of the Pierce administration was the advent of the Bessemer Process.  
 

 

JAMES BUCHANAN 
Born April 23, 1791 in Cove Gap, Pennsylvania 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, Senator, member of Cabinet 

Political Party: Democratic 
Vice President: John C. Breckenridge 

Term of office: March 4, 1857-March 3, 1861 

Died June January 68 
Nickname: Ten-Cent Jimmy 

Family: Only bachelor President 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education: Graduated from Dickinson College  

o Occupations:  

 Lawyer  

 Member of Pennsylvania Legislature  

 Member of Congress  

 Minister to Russia  

 US Senator (three times)  

 Secretary of State  

 Minister to England  

 The major issue surrounding the 1856 election was that a new party, bearing the name of Jefferson's old organization, Republican, had entered the election 

against slavery in the territories.  

 Buchanan's major political opponents were:  

o John Fremont (Republican)  

o Millard Fillmore (Whig)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Buchanan administration:  

o Dred Scott Decision (1857) - Ruled that a slave couldn't sue for his freedom because he wasn't a citizen, but property. Declared the Missouri 
Compromise unconstitutional saying that Congress can't decide which states permit or outlaw slavery.  

o Financial Panic (1857) - Wiped out umbrella organizations, some of the new national unions in specific trades - printers, hat finishers, and 

stonecutters survived.  

o Lincoln's House Divided speech (1858) - During the Lincoln-Douglas debates, Lincoln made an analogy to America's slave situation. A house that is 

divided and pulling on two separate directions will fall. He felt that the U.S. must be entirely a slave country or entirely a free country, but it must not 

be separated.  

o Freeport Doctrine (1858) - Douglas, speaking in Freeport, Illinois, attempted to revive popular sovereignty. He said that a territorial legislature could 
bar slavery either by passing a law against it or by doing nothing. Without the patrol laws and police regulations that support slavery, the institution 

could not exist. The Freeport Doctrine shored up Douglas' crumbling position in the north.  

o Minnesota enters the Union (1858)  

o John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry (1859) - Brown tried to raid Harper's Ferry to steal guns and ammunition. He failed miserably, however, and was 

caught and executed for his involvement in Bleeding, Kansas.  

o Oregon enters the Union (1859)  

o South Carolina's Ordinance of Secession (1860) - South Carolina passed the ordinance of secession ushering in the strategy favored by secessionists, 

called separate-state secession, in hopes that SC's secession would induce other states to follow.  

o Crittenden Amendments (1860) - Senator John C. Crittenden of Kentucky tried to avert a disunion proposal that would divide the territories at the 

36"30' line. In the end, however, his peacemaking effort collapsed.  

o Pony Express Organized (1860) - Created a mail service between Missouri and California.  

o Kansas enters the Union (1861)  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Buchanan administration:  

o Confederate States of America created by new Confederate Constitution (1861) - A government was formed in Montgomery, Alabama, the delegates 

chose Jefferson Davis as their president, and the Confederacy began to function independently of the United States.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Buchanan administration:  

o Impending Crisis of the South published (1857) - Written by Hinton Helper, it denounced the slave system and stated that slavery had impoverished 

many whites and retarded the whole region.  

o Harper's Weekly begins publication (1857) - A northern feature paper that did not just publish the news.  

 Major inventions made during the Buchanan administration:  



o Comstock Lode discovered (1859) - A remarkable ore deposit was discovered in Nevada and mining was commenced immediately despite great 

difficulties arising out of a lack of good water and fuel.  

o Edwin L. Drake drills first oil well (1859) - Drake decided that to have a good ditch for oil, there would have to be a metal cylinder tube that would 

prevent it from caving. This invention sparked a boom in the oil industry.  

 

 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN 
Born February 12, 1809 in Hardin County, Kentucky 

Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, Senatorial candidate 
Political Party: Republican (called National Union in the election of 1864)  

Vice Presidents: Hannibal Hamlin, Andrew Johnson 

Term of office: March 4, 1861-July 15, 1865 
Assassinated April 15, 1865 

Nickname: Honest Abe 

Family: Wife Mary Todd, Sons Robert, William, and Thomas (Tad) 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Lincoln received, by his estimation, about a year of cumulative formal education. Most of his education came from private tutoring and an 

occasional visit to the local schoolhouse which was open when a literate person came through town and could be persuaded to teach a few 
lessons.  

 Lincoln studied law whenever he got the chance, and he was accepted to the bar in 1836.  

o Occupations:  

 He served, in various capacities, in the Black Hawk War of 1832.  

 Appointed by Andrew Jackson in 1833, Lincoln held the office of Postmaster of New Salem, Illinois until 1836.  

 Lincoln was elected into the Illinois Legislature in 1834, and he was reelected 3 more times, serving until 1842. He was the Whig floor 
leader in 1836, and he served as chairman of the Finance Committee.  

 Lincoln served in the U.S. House of Representative as an Illinois Whig from 1847-1849. During this time, he was on the Post Office and 
Post Roads Committee, as well as the War Department Expenditures Committee. He opposed U.S. involvement in the Mexican War, 

blaming President Polk for its initiation but supporting appropriations to continue to supply the troops involved in the war. Also, Lincoln 
promoted federally funded internal improvements, and he worked (unsuccessfully) to abolish the slave trade in Washington, D.C.  

 From 1850-1860, Lincoln left public office in order to practice law.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of 1860 and 1864:  

o The election of 1860:  

 Democrats, divided in their choice of candidates, broke apart into the Democratic, National Democratic, and Constitutional Union party's, 

favoring Stephen A. Douglas, John C. Breckinridge, and John Bell, respectively.  

 Neither Lincoln, Breckinridge, nor Bell campaigned extensively for themselves; but Douglas campaigned actively throughout the country.  

o The election of 1864:  

 George B. McClellan was a Union general until he was relieved of his duty by Lincoln for failing to pursue Confederate troops after the 

battle of Antietam in 1862.  

 McClellan considered the Civil War to be the Union's loss, and he called for the negotiation of a treaty between the South and the North. 

Also, he condemned Lincoln for instituting wartime measures that diminish civil liberties.  

 Republicans warned that it was best not to change presidents in the midst of a war.  

 Lincoln's major political opponents were:  

o 1st election (1860):  

 Stephen A. Douglas (Democrat)  

 John C. Breckinridge (National Democrat)  

 John Bell (Constitutional Union)  

o 2nd election (1864):  

 George B. McClellan (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Lincoln administration:  

o Abraham Lincoln was sworn into office as the 16th president of the United States on March 4, 1860.  

o Following the secession of South Carolina and, later, ten other states from the Union, and as a result of sectional disputes over the existence of 

slavery, the Civil War, between the anti-slavery Union and the pro-slavery Confederacy, began formally on April 15, 1861, when Abraham Lincoln 
declared a state of "insurrection" between the Union and the Confederacy after hearing of the bombardment of Fort Sumter. Lincoln called on 75,000 

volunteer troops for three months of military service to help protect the Union from Confederate attack.  

o On July 21 in Manassas, Virginia, Union forces, 34,000 strong, were repulsed by Confederate forces on their way to the Confederacy's capital in 
Richmond, Virginia. Confederate troops, under the leadership of General Pierre Beauregard, were waiting behind a small creek called Bull Run, 

located three miles from Centreville, Virginia, when the Union forces, under the leadership of Brigadier General Irvin McDowell, came into view. 

Both sides were comprised almost entirely of novice troops, and at first it appeared that the Union would win but the Confederacy won because, due 
to the battles' location, Confederate forces could be (and were) easily supplemented with troops. The Union, battle-weakened, was eventually forced 

to retreat from the battle, as Confederate troops were easily able to break through the Union line.  

o Argued before the Supreme Court in 1861, the Ex Parte Merryman case determined who may suspend habeas corpus. In the majority opinion 
statement, Chief Justice Roger B. Taney challenged Lincoln by asserting that congress alone had the authority to suspend habeas corpus and to try 

disloyal citizens in military courts.  

o On March 9, 1862, two iron sided ships, the Confederacy's Merrimac and the Union's Monitor, fought in a bay between Fort Meade and Norfolk, 

Virginia. The Monitor, called in after the Merrimack, a ship that had been salvaged from a Navy Yard in Norfolk and refitted with iron sides, sank 
three Union vessels: the Minnesota, the Cumberland, and the Congress. The two fought at near point-blank range, for almost an entire day, but neither 

had gained an advantage before the battle ended.  

o On July 2, 1862, the Morrill Land-Granting Tariff Act, which provided 30,000 acres of land to each state that established colleges devoted to 
agriculture, engineering, and military science, was signed by President Lincoln.  

o On May 20, 1862, the Homestead Act was passed. This act, signed by President Lincoln, granted tracts of land to settlers of the west at $1.25 per acre, 

provided that the purchasers stayed on their land for at least five years (this measure was included to limit land speculation).  

o After the passing of the Legal Tender Act, The National Banking System, designed to help finance the war and provide a stable, national form of 

currency (the currency was called "greenbacks"), was initiated on February 25, 1863.  



o The Civil War Battles of 1862 were: Shiloh, Fredericksburg, Murfreesboro, Fort Donelson, and Antietam, which ranked as the single bloodiest battle 

of the Civil War. The battle of Antietam, fought in Sharpsburg, Maryland on Sept. 18, 1862, ended in a stalemate after 23,500 soldiers had died. The 
battle started as a fluke, when two Union soldiers under General George McClellan found General Lee's campaign orders. McClellan used the orders, 

which stated that the Confederate army would be passing through Sharpsburg, to his advantage. When Lee and his troops arrived in Sharpsburg, they 

encountered McClellan's troops, which outnumbered them greatly, but were at the same time less experienced than Lee's troops. In the battle that 
ensued, the Confederate army survived because, instead of sending all of his troops at the Confederates at one time, McClellan sent his troops in 

volleys, allowing Lee's troops to take down his offensive lines one by one until dusk set in, leaving the two sides in a bloody stalemate.  

o Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, a three minute speech that eulogized those who had died in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania at the hands of the 

Confederacy, received little response at its debut, at the dedication of a National Cemetery in Gettysburg built in remembrance of the nation's 
neglected war dead, on November 20, 1863. The crowd of about 15,000 had reason enough to be unresponsive: Lincoln's speech was preceded by a 2-

hour oration by Edward Everett, the speech was written in a brash manner (referring to slavery as an "abstraction" and insisting that the soldiers died 

for "a new birth of freedom"), and those on the outskirts of the mammoth crowd probably had little if no knowledge of what they were responding to. 
Newspapers and politicians criticized the speech; but, despite its less than extraordinary premiere, it's clear focus and eloquent, sophisticated style has 

helped it survive for more than a hundred years as one of the greatest speeches ever delivered.  

o Signed on January 1, 1863 by President Lincoln, the Emancipation Proclamation seriously changed the nature of the war. The proclamation, which 
symbolically (though not truthfully) freed all slaves in the Confederacy, was the first government document to insist on the total abolition of slavery 

and, even if it carried no real power, the proclamation further darkened the line drawn between the Confederacy and the Union, and the proclamation 

acted as a source of strength for slaves who had not yet been freed, as they were assured that, if the Union won the war, they would be freed.  

o Draft riots erupted in New York City during the week of July 17, 1893. The riots were mostly the result of poor Irish workers angered by the 

Conscription Act's clause exempting the rich from military drafts. During the riots, several stores and buildings were burned, many guns were seized, 

and Negro sections of New York City were terrorized by lynch-mobs.  

o A national banking system was established by Congress in 1863 so that the government could easily distribute a certain number of bank notes. This 

was done by the Union government in order to expand the government's control.  

o The Civil War battles of 1863 were Vicksburg, Chancellorsville, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, and Gettysburg. The most important of these was 

Gettysburg, fought in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania on July 3, 1863. The battle, which lasted three days, resulted in the deaths of some 20,000 
southerners, and some 23,000 Union soldiers. The numbers do not tell the whole story, however, as this was a victory for the Union. After two days of 

bloody fighting, Lee marched 14,400 of his troops a mile in order to reach the spot where the Union soldiers stood, under the leadership of General 

George Pickett. Few of the men made it there, however, because the Union's superior firing position turned the odds decidedly in the North's favor. 
Gettysburg was the Union's first decisive defeat Lee, and it marked the turning point in a war that had previously been dominated primarily by 

southern defeats.  

o Davis, chairman of the Senate Committee on territories, sponsored the Wade-Davis Reconstruction Bill, proposing a stricter reconstruction than the 
one that had been called for by Lincoln. Lincoln vetoed the bill, but in 1867, after the Wade-Davis Manifesto, Wade was named president pro 

temporae, making him next in line for the presidency, and he would have become president had Johnson been successfully impeached.  

o At the Sand Creek Massacre, which occurred in 1864, a Colorado militia force killed 150+ peaceful Cheyenne Indians who believed they were in 

protective custody. It started when whites forced the Arapno and Cheyenne tribes to move into the Sand Creek reservation in southeastern Colorado in 
1861. When whites continued to invade the area, the Indians reacted by attacking stage coach lines to Denver. The massacre, lead by Colonel John 

Chivington, was carried out without warning on November 29, 1864.  

o The Civil War Battles of 1864 were: Petersburg, Nashville, and the Atlanta Campaign. None of these battles had a particularly great impact on the 
war.  

o Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated into his second term as president on March 4, 1865.  

o The "Wilderness Campaign" battle occurred in the Virginia wilderness on May 5 and 6, 1864. The battle, which was made worse by the forest setting, 

as smoke made visibility, and therefore aim, wretched; and musket fire ignited the dry, dense brush of the forest in several places. Both of the generals 
involved in the battle, General Ulysses S. Grant for the Union and General Lee for the Confederacy, claims victory, but Lee's argument for victory is 

stronger, as he only lost 8,000 men to Grant's 17,000.  

o General Lee signed an official surrender to Grant on April 9, 1865, ending the Civil War, at the Appomattox Courthouse in Appomattox, Virginia.  

o Francis Preston Blair, a prominent Jacksonian newspaper editor in Kentucky who was brought to Washington by Amos Kendall to edit the 

Washington Globe, joined the Republican party and later organized the Hampton Roads Peace Conference, executed on February 3, 1865, because of 

his anti-slavery views.  

o The end of the Civil War, symbolized by Lee's surrender at Appomattox, left the nation in tatters. More than half a million people were killed in the 

Civil War, and, even after the civil war was over and the Emancipation Proclamation was set into full effect, blacks continued to live hard lives, 

finding racism everywhere they turned and still not feeling comfortable in a society that was not sure what to think about blacks. Most southerners had 

spent their lives learning that they were superior to blacks, and few northerners had ever met a black person, much less get to know one, so conditions 
were, needless to say, far from equal.  

o Through the Freedmen's Bureau, established in Washington, D.C. in December, 1865, the War Department spent millions of dollars on jobs and 

medical treatment for emancipated blacks. Another similar Bureau was established in Texas, but other states fought to keep the federal government 
from helping Negroes. Some states went as far as to restate slave restriction laws so that they applied to all free blacks. Though federal agents worked 

diligently throughout the South to find jobs and homes for blacks, abolitionists didn't believe that the government was acting decisively enough to 

force southern landowners to renounce slavery. While attending a play at the Ford's Theater on April 15, 1865, President Lincoln was shot in the back 
of the head by John Wilkes Booth. Lincoln died shortly after being shot, and soon thereafter Andrew Johnson succeeded to the presidency.  

 Major foreign policy change that occurred during the Lincoln administration:  

o A diplomatic crisis, the Trent Affair, occurred between the U.S. and Great Britain during the Civil War involving freedom of the seas. It started after 

Captain Charles Wilkes of the U.S. warship San Jacinto forcibly removed two confederate diplomats from the British mail steamer Trent and took 

them to Boston where they were imprisoned. After the British government was licensed to send 8000 troops into Canada and, after enthusiasm over 
the supposed victory for the Union, Secretary of State William H. Steward, on December 26, 1861, announced that the prisoners would be released.  

 

ANDREW JOHNSON 
Born December 29, 1808 in Raleigh, North Carolina 

Previous experience: Congressman, governor, Senator 

Party: National Union 
Vice President: None 

Term of office: April 15, 1865-March 3, 1869 

Died July 31, 75 
Nickname: Tennessee Tailor 

Education and Occupations:  

Johnson received no formal education  
Occupations:  

 He was the Alderman of Greenville, Tennessee from 1828-1830.  



 A promoter of the town's free laboring class, Johnson was the Mayor of Greenville, Tennessee from 1830-1833.  

 He was a member of the Tennessee House of Representatives from 1835-1937 and from 1839-1841. During this time, he denounced nullification, and he 

opposed, unsuccessfully, a popular program of internal improvements.  

 Johnson was elected as a Tennessee State Senator in 1841, and he served until 1843. He proposed two bills to the State Senate, one which would repeal a state 
law providing greater representation to slaveholders than to non-slaveholders, and the other proposing to create a new state out of the mountain regions of eastern 

Tennessee, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia, but neither became law.  

 Johnson acted as a U.S. Representative from Tennessee's First Congressional District from 1843-1853. While in the House, he opposed a high protective tariff, 

defended Catholics, promoted the admission of Texas and Oregon into the Union, favored homestead legislation, supported the gag rule, voted in favor of the 
Compromise of 1850, and defended the use of the presidential veto.  

 Johnson served as the Governor of Tennessee from 1853-1857. During his terms, he instituted a state public school system, a state library, and a regular program 

of agricultural and mechanical fairs.  

 As a U.S. Senator from Tennessee from 1857-1862, Johnson promoted economy in government, defended slavery, supported the Fugitive Slave Law, and 

opposed the federal construction of a transcontinental railroad. Also, he was the main architect of the Homestead Act.  

 Appointed in March 1862 by President Lincoln, Johnson served as the military Governor of Tennessee until 1864. His orders, which he fulfilled, were to 

reestablish civil order in Tennessee in the wake of the Civil War. He shut down anti-Union newspapers, dismissed officeholders unwilling to take an oath of 
allegiance to the federal government, seized railroads, levied taxes, and arrested clergymen for promoting the confederacy from the pulpit.  

Major domestic happenings of the Johnson Administration:  

 Andrew Johnson was sworn into office as the 17th president of the United States on April 15, 1869, succeeding Abraham Lincoln after his assassination.  

 Johnson's goal in reconstruction was to continue the work of Lincoln, finishing his process of lenient reconstruction. Once the states had returned to the Union, 

they would be allowed to govern themselves and choose congressional representatives. One of the first things done by many southern states after reentering the 
Union was the creation of a system of black codes that restricted the actions of freed slaves in much the same way, if not exactly the same way, that slaves were 

restricted under law.  

 The Tenure of Office Act of 1867 took away the president's rights to dismiss federal appointees, and the Military Restoration Act  

 On May 26, 1868, President Johnson was acquitted on all charges of impeachment. The House of Representatives had, on February 24, voted 126 to 47 to 

impeach him on the charges of "high crimes and misdemeanors." There were thirteen counts by which Johnson was impeached, but only a few of those counts 

were voted on, and the vote on all of the counts was 35 to 19, which was one short of the two-thirds needed to impeach him.  

Major foreign policy changes of the Johnson administration:  

 On April 9, 1867, the U.S. purchased the Alaska territory from Russia for the price of $7 million. The purchase, authorized by the Senate, barely passed, winning 

with a vote of 27 - 12. The purchase was lambasted by critics as a waste of money because, to many, Alaska was nothing more than a vast, frozen wasteland.  

 The Burlingame treaty, signed on July 28, 1868, opened the way for unresisted Chinese immigration. The immigrants, most of whom will be laborers, found their 
niche in the railroad construction industry.  

Major social changes that occurred during the Johnson administration:  

 The thirteenth amendment, which stated that "neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 

convicted, shall exist in the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction," was ratified on December 18, 1865. The amendment, whose approval was 
required for any southern state wishing to return to the Union, symbolized the final end to American slavery.  

 Oliver Kelley, a government clerk who toured the South for the Bureau of Agriculture, formed the National Grange of the Patrons of Animal Husbandry on 

December 4, 1867. The Grange was set up to help farmers in the wake of the Civil War.  

 The Ku Klux Klan was formed in Tennessee in 1865. The founders, six former confederate soldiers, initially claimed that the KKK was a harmless fraternity, but 

the word spread quickly that the members of the KKK, who wore white hoods and paraded through the streets on horseback, were dedicated to the oppression of 
the Negro race.  

 On August 20, 1866, the National Labor Union was founded in Baltimore, Maryland. The union, formed from 60,000 workers who belonged to local labor 
unions, was formed in response to growing dangers in mills, mines, and other workplaces.  

 The Civil Rights Act, which stated that "all persons born in the U.S. and not subject to any foreign powers, excluding Indians not taxed" were officially citizens 

of the U.S., was passed on April 6, 1866. Though the act was vetoed by President Johnson, the Senate was able to override that veto.  

 On July 16, 1868, the 14th amendment to the Constitution was passed, giving blacks full voting rights. The amendment also stated that Confederate debt would 

not be assumed by the nation or by any state, making it invalid.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Johnson administration:  

 The first transatlantic telegraph cable, funded by Cyrus W. Field, was finished in August, 1858. The 3,000 mile cable linked New York and London via 
Newfoundland. 

 

ULYSSES S. GRANT 
Born April 27, 1822 in Point Pleasant, Ohio 

Previous experience: Army General 
Political Party: Republican 

Vice Presidents: Schuyler Colfax, Henry Wilson 

Term of office: March 4, 1869-March 3, 1877 
Died July 23, 85 

Nickname: Uncle Sam 

Family:  Wife Julia, Sons Fredrick, Ulysses, Jesse; Daughter Ellen  
o Education:  

 Grant attended the Maysville Seminary from 1838-1839  

 He entered West Point in May 1839. He excelled in math and, though he was later elected head of the Dialectic Society, he had trouble 
with most other subjects, including English. He graduated in the middle of his class in 1843.  

o Occupations:  

 Upon graduation from West Point in 1843, he was made a brevet second lieutenant and assigned to the Fourth Infantry at Jefferson 
Barracks, Missouri.  

 Serving Under General Zachary Taylor and later under General Winfield Scott, Grant fought a number of battles from 1846 - 1848 during 

the Mexican War, which he secretly opposed. On the occupation of Mexico City in September 1847, he was promoted to first lieutenant.  
 He was regimental quartermaster and commissary at Tacubaya from 1847-  

 He was assigned to posts at Sacketts Harbor, NY from 1848-1849 and 1851- 1852, in Detroit from 1849-1851, in San Francisco in 1852, 

and in Vancouver from 1852-1853 upon his return to the States.  
 In 1853, Grant was promoted to captain and made company commander at Humboldt Bay, California. He resigned from service in 1854 to 

join his wife and kids on a St. Louis farm.  

 Upon the Outbreak of the Civil War in 1861, Grant requested recommission into the Army, but he never received a reply. In the meantime, 
he helped to organize Galena volunteers and he served as mustering officer under the Illinois adjunct general. He was promoted to colonel 

of the 21st Illinois Infantry in June 1861, and to brigadier general in August. In February 1862, he led the southeast Missouri district, 

capturing Fort Donelson, Tenn. This was the first Union victory, and it launched Grant's reputation.  



 Grant, promoted to major general, succeeded in loosening Confederate grips on Tennessee, April 1862 at the Battle of Shiloh. He cut the 

confederacy in two at Vicksburg in May-July 1863, starving the last rebel bastion on the Mississippi into submission. After winning battles 
in November 1863 at Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, Mississippi, Grant was promoted to lieutenant general and placed in 

charge of all union troops in March 1864.  

 Grant, possessing superior forces, led a direct campaign against Lee's forces. Grant slowly whittled away at Lee's forces from May-June 
1864 during the Wilderness campaign.  

 Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 1865. Grant was lenient in his terms of surrender, allowing Lee's troops to 

return to their homes, keeping their sidearms.  
 Grant was promoted to the position of general of the army in July 1866.  

 He served as Secretary of War ad interim from 1867-1868.  

 The major issues in Grant's elections:  
o Election of 1868:  

 Grant was diffident during most of the election process, his largest contribution being the line "Let us have peace," a line from his letter of 
acceptance regarding his nomination as the republican presidential candidate, which was used as the Republican campaign theme.  

 The main issue in the election was reconstruction. Republicans intended to continue the radical reforms passed over Johnson's veto, while 

Democrats promised a lenient policy towards the south, reintegrating the south with little or no recrimination.  
o Election of 1872:  

 Grant once again remained aloof, leaving his subordinates to explain away the scandals of the administration.  

 Horace Greely, Grant's opponent, played off of public discontent of the scandalous Grant administration, rallying for a clean, honest 
government.  

 Grant's major political opponents were:  
o 1st term: Horatio Seymour (Democrat)  

o 2nd term: Horace Greely (Liberal Republican endorsed by the Democrats)  

 Political party: Republican  

 Major domestic happenings of the Grant administration:  

o Ulysses S. Grant was sworn into office as the 18th president of the United States on March 4, 1869.  
o A crime ring operated in New York City, run by William "Boss" Tweed, from 1869-1871, raided the city treasury, stole millions in tax dollars, 

handed out city jobs, and selected nominees of the Democratic Party in New York City. The Tweed ring made money by making the city pay for 

services that were never executed and for the operating costs of agencies that didn't exist. Tweed usually got the money he didn't deserve because, by 
bribing city officials or "replacing" them with someone more to his liking, he had allied himself with most of the city's government officials.  

o On July 8, 1871, the Tweed ring was broken, thanks to exposes printed by the New York Times and the increased public awareness of the Tweed ring 

caused by Thomas Nast's scathing cartoon caricatures of Tweed. Several New York City government officials were indicted as conspirators in the 
Tweed ring.  

o On September 24, 1869, Jay Gould and Jim Fisk attempted to corner the gold market by buying all of the gold available to the traders on Wall Street 

on a day known as "Black Friday." If they had been successful, they would have been the only recourse for dealers who needed gold to fulfill their 
contracts, so they would have been able to charge exorbitantly for the metal. Gould and Fisk had made this possible by bribing high-ranking 

government officials into stopping the National Treasury's sale of gold. They would have succeeded, too, had government officials not intervened, 

making the treasury's gold available for purchase and ending the panic.  
o The Prohibition Party, a political party whose platform was the abolishment of alcohol, was established in 1869.  

o During the federally subsidized construction of the Union Pacific Railroad, officers of the Credit Mobilier Holding Company stole large portions of 

the money that had been granted. After the fraud was exposed in 1872, the company tried to avert an investigation of their practices by bribing certain 
Congressmen with heavily discounted shares of stock. Credit Mobilier's agent in the bribery was Representative Oakes Ames, and those accused of 

accepting the stock were Representative James A. Garfield and House Speaker Schulyer Colfax.  

o The Liberal Republican Party was founded in 1872 in opposition to President Grant. The party called for Civil Service reform, universal amnesty for 
former rebels, restoration of home-rule in southern states, a one-term presidency, and resumption of specie payments.  

o Grant began his second term as president on March 4, 1873.  

o On September 20, 1873, The New York Stock Exchange went into a panic. The panic began after the failure of government bond agent Jay Cooke, 
backer of the Northern Pacific Railroad Construction Company. Brokers were desperate for sales, and they found few buyers. Jay Gould, of Black 

Friday fame, helped check the panic by buying all stocks offered when no one else was willing. After the second day of turmoil and the suspension of 
the Union Trust Company, the governing committee of the Stock Exchange decided to close until accounts could be put into order. Cited as reasons 

for the panic were a lack of currency and overabundance of speculation.  

o The Greenback Labor Party was organized in 1874. The alliance argued that the government should print more money to devalue greenbacks and 
shore up commodity prices. They also called for immigration limiting procedures to help ease job competition and for improvements in working 

conditions.  

o In 1875, conflict between white prospectors and Sioux Indians of the Black Hills region escalated to the point of war as the U.S. Government 
continued to ignore the terms of the Fort Laramie treaty, which was intended to protect the Indians' lands. Many prospectors illegally infiltrated the 

region after gold was found there in 1850. The army forces sent to enforce the law did little to stop the prospecting and, on occasion, they would join 

in the prospecting. The chiefs of the tribes in the Black Hills region were called together by the U.S. government in October 1875 in an attempt to 
gain legal access to the Indians' gold-containing lands, but the chiefs were unwilling to give up their sacred lands, so the war continued to escalate.  

o The Whisky Ring, busted in May 1875 by Treasury Secretary Benjamin Bristow, was one of many scandals that involved the Grant administration. 

Under the Whisky Ring, which started in St. Louis but quickly spread elsewhere, distillers bribed government officials so they could retain taxes the 
they had collected. Officials used the spoils to finance political activities, hamper investigations, and silence journalists. One of the officials indicted 

in the Whisky Ring scandal was President Grant's private secretary, Orville Babcock.  

o On November 7, 1876, Samuel J. Tilden came one vote from beating Rutherford B. Hayes in the presidential election. Though Tilden had a majority 
of the popular vote (4,287,670 to Hayes' 4,035,924), he only accumulated 184 electoral votes, 1 less than the 185 needed for election. Hayes had 165 

electoral of the remaining 185 votes, while 20 remained in dispute. The 20 disputed votes, most coming from southern states, were determined by a 

special electoral commission established by Congress, which was comprised of fifteen men (eight republican and seven democrat), five each from the 
Senate, House of Representatives, and the U.S Supreme Court. The committee chose to assign 20 of the votes to Hayes, so he won the election with 

an electoral vote of 185 to 184. The decision was not heavily contested, but it ignited serious questions regarding the validity of the electoral college 

system.  
o On June 25, 1876, the Seventh Cavalry Regiment was defeated and their leader, General George A. Custer, killed, at the battle of Little Big Horn. The 

General and his 265 troopers took on an Indian Army, lead by Chiefs Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, of about 2,500. The attack, fought near the Little 

Big Horn River in the Dakota Territory, was part of a major campaign designed to force the Sioux and Cheyenne Indians out of the Plains and back 
onto their reservations.  

o On May 6, 1877 (according to Chronicle of America), Indian Chief Crazy Horse surrendered himself and several hundred of his warriors to army 

officials at Camp Robinson. Crazy Horse, along with Sitting Bull, were the masterminds of the Custer massacre, and they surrendered only after being 
assured by General George Crook that he and his Sioux followers could live in peace in the Powder River Country.  



o In 1876, the word got out that War Secretary W. W. Belknap had been accepting annual payoffs from traders at Indian posts and that, while at first 

these payments had gone directly to his wife, upon her death he was receiving these bribes directly. Belknap was impeached, but he was acquitted 
because he resigned before the Senate trial commenced.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Grant administration:  
o In 1871, the U.S. and Great Britain agreed that in order to settle the claims against Britain for damages incurred by the warship Alabama and other 

confederate warships to Union vessels during the Civil War was through international arbitration. The arbitration panel, consisting of one member 

from the U.S, Great Britain, Italy, Switzerland, and Brazil, met the same year in Geneva. After deliberating, the panel awarded the U.S. $15,500,000.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Grant administration:  

o The 15th amendment was passed by Congress on February 27, 1869. The amendment stated that "the rights of citizens of the United States to vote 

shall not be denied...on account of race, color, or previous conditions of servitude." The 15th amendment was the landmark document for black 
suffragists. It was not, however, the end of the road for women's suffragists. The original draft of the 15th amendment had read "...on account of race, 

sex, color, or previous conditions of servitude," but the word "sex" was deleted because the bill's promoters felt that it would not pass without the 
exclusion of gender.  

o In Philadelphia in 1869 the Noble Order of the Knights of Labor was organized. Led by Grand Master Workman Stephens, the order aimed to shape 

the labor movement into something that would foster more charity than selfishness. Also, the Order wanted to affirm the nobility of those who "earn 
their bread through the sweat of their brows." In order to keep the society noble, the Order did not admit anyone who was a lawyer, gambler, banker, 

stockbroker, or who made or sold liquor.  

o The Amnesty Act of 1872 allowed all southerners back into the Union (with the exception of Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee) with full rights and 
voting privileges.  

o On March 1, 1875, Congress passed The Civil Rights Act. The act guaranteed blacks "full and equal enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, 

facilities, and privileges of inns, public conveyances on land or water, theaters, and other places of public amusement." While the act was a major leap 
forward for blacks' legal rights, it was highly ineffective, because there was little done to enforce it.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Grant administration:  

o On May 10, at Promontory Point, Utah, the First Continental Railroad was completed. The railroad, which was comprised of 1086 miles of track from 
the Union Pacific Company and 690 miles of track from the Central Pacific Company, was joined in the middle by a golden spike (driven in by a 

silver hammer). While a trip from New York to San Francisco usually took 3 months, a train ride from New York to San Francisco via the Continental 

Railroad took only 8 days, so the railroad's completion signified a great advancement in the field of transportation.  
o Joseph Glidden received a patent for barbed wire on November 24, 1874. A shortage of cheap timber in plains areas had forced ranchers to let their 

herds roam free, but the invention of barbed wire allowed for the inexpensive enclosing of herds. This lead to an increase in cattle raising in the Great 

Plains region.  
o On March 10, 1876, Alexander Graham Bell, who had been working on variations the standard telegraph so that it would be able to transmit vocal 

signals, spilled battery acid on his leg. He cried out "Watson, come here, I need you!", and Thomas Watson, his assistant who had been working on 
the project on another floor, heard Bell's cry on his instrument. Watson told him the good news and, soon after, Bell relieved a patent for his 

invention, covering "the method of, and apparatus for, transmitting vocal or other sounds telegraphically...by causing electrical undulations, similar in 

form to the vibrations of the air."  

 

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES 
Born October 4, 1822 in Delaware, Ohio 

Previous experience: Lawyer, military leader, Congressman, governor 

Political Party: Republican 
Vice President: William A. Wheeler 

Term of office: March 4, 1877-March 3, 1881 

Died January 17, 93 
Nickname: His Fraudulency 

Family: Wife “Lemonade” Lucy; Sons Sardis, James, Rutherford Platt, Scott; Daughter Frances 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Attended the Norwalk Academy in Ohio at the age of 14.  

 Entered the college prep. school of Isaac Webb in 1837.  

 The next year, he enrolled at Keynon College in Gambier, Ohio. He graduated in 1842 as his class' valedictorian.  

 He then studied law for ten months at the law office of Thomas Sparrow.  

 Entered the Harvard Law School in 1843. Instructed by Supreme Court Justice Joseph Story, legal scholar Simon Greenleaf, and historian 
Joseph Sparks. He graduated in January 1845.  

 Hayes was admitted to the Ohio bar in March 1845.  

o Occupations:  

 From 1858-1861, Hayes acted as the solicitor for the city of Cincinnati.  

 Hayes took part in the Civil War, serving with the twenty-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry Regiment from June 1861 - June 1865. He was 
appointed as general when he signed on as a volunteer. In September, he was appointed judge advocate general of the Ohio Department, 
and in October he was promoted to the rank of lieutenant colonel and deputy commander of the regiment. He was promoted to colonel and 

commander of the twenty-third in October 1862.  

 He entered Morgan's Raiders, run by General Philip Sheridan, in the summer of 1863. He was promoted to the rank of brigadier general of 
volunteers in March 1865, after the Cedar Creek engagement, during which he broke his ankle when his horse was shot out from under 

him. Hayes was promoted to major general of volunteers in March 1865, and he resigned from the army in June 1865.  

 Hayes served as a U.S. Representative from Hamilton County, Ohio from 1865-1867. He learned of his nomination while still in the 

military, and, against the advice of his supporters, he chose to remain on the battlefield instead of returning to Cincinnati to campaign. As a 
Representative, Hayes favored Radical Republicans, supporting them in their struggle against President Johnson to enforce a harsher 

Reconstruction policy on the South. Hayes was president of the Joint Library Committee, and he helped steer a bill through Congress that 

expanded and modernized the Library of Congress.  

 Hayes was the Governor of Ohio from 1868-1872 and from 1876-1877. He encouraged merit appointments, trimmed the state debt by 20 

percent, and promoted education, prison reform, and improved treatment for the insane and impoverished. His platform was one of 
universal manhood suffrage, won him the elections of 1867 and 1869, but, despite his popularity as governor, he refused nomination for a 

third term as governor because he was unwilling to break the criterion of a two-term limit for governor. Then, in 1875, after trying 

repeatedly to get elected to a higher political office (and refusing a few offers of political appointment in the process), Hayes won his way 
back into the Governorship of Ohio. He served until 1877, when he left Ohio for the White House.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1876:  



o Both candidates drew support from reformers:  

 Carl Schurz for Hayes  

 Charles Francis Adams and James Russell Lowell for Tilden  

o Democrats (Tilden) lambasted Republicans (Hayes) for the corruption of the Grant administration.  

o Republicans continued using "bloody shirt" tactics, blaming Democrats for the Civil War.  

o Though the dominant party in the States remained the Republican party, the backlash against the Grant scandals, Tilden's action against the Tweed 

ring, and the resurgence of white control in the South almost cost Hayes the election.  

o The Democrat-dominated House of Representatives made an error, however, when they urged the admission of Colorado into the Union. Colorado, 
they thought, would use their three votes in the Democrats' favor. They were wrong: Colorado voted for Hayes.  

o Those three electoral votes cost Tilden the election.  

o Though Tilden won the popular election, when the electoral votes were tallied, Tilden had 184 to Hayes' 165. Though this seemed to put Tilden in the 

winner's seat, 185 electoral votes would have been needed for a majority. If Colorado had not been admitted to the Union, Tilden would have won at 
this point, since only 184 electoral votes would have been needed for a majority.  

o Congress addressed the problem by establishing a 15-member committee (with five Senators, five U.S. Representatives, and five Supreme Court 

Justices) made up of 8 Republicans and 7 Democrats. In February 1877, the committee voted 8-7, strictly along party lines, to award the remaining 
twenty votes (and thus the election) to Hayes.  

o Though some Southern Democrats threatened open rebellion rather than submit to what they considered to be an unfair ruling, Tilden quieted his 

followers. Also, with the Compromise of 1877, Hayes quenched southern unrest further by ending military occupation in the South, supporting 
genuine reconstruction of transportation and education in the South, and agreeing to have at least one southern Democrat in his cabinet.  

 Hayes' major political opponent was Samuel J. Tilden (Democrat).  

 Major domestic happenings of the Hayes administration:  

o Hayes was sworn into office as the 19th president of the United States on March 4,  

o In Munn vs. Illinois, decided on March 1, 1877, it was ruled that states have the right to regulate interstate rates in the transport of goods if it affects 

the public interest. The case began when Ira Munn and another grain elevator operator were sued by the state for refusing to conform to the legislation 

set up by the Illinois legislature (after being pressured by the Granger Movement) that had established maximum rates that warehouses and grain 
elevators could charge for the storage of grain. The legislation also required such businesses to obtain operating licenses. Both the trial court and the 

Illinois Supreme Court held against Munn, but he won in the U.S. Supreme Court, where he argued that the state law was in conflict with the 

interstate commerce powers of Congress, gave preferential treatment in commerce to a state port, and violated the due process clause of the 14th 
Amendment. The majority statement read, "property does become clothed in public interest when used in a matter to make it of public consequence." 

The outcome of the case, the result of small business owners that claimed that railroad corporations were sucking their profits dry, was considered a 

victory for small business along with another case, Pack vs. Chicago and the Northwest Railroad Company, which declared that states may fix rail 
rates that may incidentally affect interstate charges.  

o On May 1, 1877, Hayes withdrew all federal troops from the South, ending what had become known as the Radical Reconstruction era. The 

withdrawal was one of the things promised by Hayes to Southern Democrats after the Senate committee's decision to give the 20 remaining electoral 

votes to Hayes.  

o On March 3, 1877, the Desert Land Act was passed. The act offered desert land in the Great Plains and Midwest regions at 25 percent an acre in 640-

acre tracts. Though this Act provided four times the land at sufficiently less cost-per-acre than traditional homesteading, the quality of the land was 

poor and the government would not grant a final title until the land had been irrigated.  

o On July 14, 1877, workers for the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad went on strike. The Baltimore strike, actuated by wage cuts and frequent work 

stoppages, precipitated a chain of strikes from coast to coast. Many of the strikes developed into rioting and violence, and the strikes resulted in the 

halting of all through-line service.  

o Sponsored by Democratic Rep. Richard Bland and Republican Sen. William B. Allison and passed over Hayes' veto, the Bland-Allison Act was a 

"soft miners" measure which required the government to purchase $2-$4 million dollars worth of silver monthly for coining. The act was intended to 

increase the worth of currency, thus aiding farmers and debtors.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Hayes administration:  

o On December 15, 1877, Thomas Edison received a patent for his phonograph, a machine that etched grooves into a foil-covered cylinder (the grooves 

represented the voice or sound being recorded), which was turned by a hand crank. The process would then be repeated (except that the stylus would 
then be changed) in order to play the message back. Edison initially intended the machine as a way to make a "talking family album," recording the 

voices of loved ones, but the uses for the phonograph extended into the business world as a voice-annotation device, as well. It was also thought that 

an improved version of the phonograph might someday be useful for recording music.  

o In 1879, Edison developed a successful carbon filament incandescent lamp. Edison passed an electric current through thin filaments of carbonized 

threads that were tightly sealed inside a glass bulb from which all air had been removed by vacuum pumps. The voltage was then steadily increased 

until the white heat (incandescence) reached a stable, bright glow; the electric current kept the filaments glowing for 40 hours. This invention marked 
the first practical electric alternative to the gas lighting of the time.  

 

 

JAMES A. GARFIELD 
Born November 19, 1831 in Orange, Ohio 

Previous experience: Military leader, Congressman, Senator 
Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Chester A. Arthur 

Term of office: March 4, 1881-September 17, 1881 
Assassinated September 17, 81 

Nickname: Preacher President 

Family: Wife Lucretia; Sons Harry, James, Irvin, Abraham; Daughter Mary 

 Education and Occupations  

o Education  

 Attended Western Reserve Eclectic Institute.  

 Graduated from Williams College in 1856.  

o Occupations  

 Professor at the Western Reserve Eclectic Institute (later Hiram College) in 1856. Became president of the Institute in 1857.  

 Elected to the Ohio Senate in 1859.  

 Became a Brigadier General in 1862 after successfully leading Union troops at Middle Creek. Became a Major General of Volunteers in 

1864.  

 U.S. Representative from Ohio, 1863-1880. Became Republican party leader in 1876.  



 The major conflict of the 1880 election was Garfield's possible participation in two scandals, one involving the transcontinental railroad and the other involving 
the paving of D.C. streets. Garfield was able to avert these accusations and finally the Republican party agreed to have him as their candidate. He won by a 

narrow margin of about 10,000 popular votes, although he won the electoral vote 214-155.  

 Garfield's primary political opponent was General Winfield Scott Hancock (Democrat).  

 Major domestic happenings of the Garfield administration:  

o James Abram Garfield became the 20th President of the U.S. in 1881.  

o James A. Garfield was assassinated in 1881 by Charles Jules Guiteau, a disappointed office seeker. Doctors attempted to find the bullet using a metal 

detector created by Alexander Graham Bell, but Garfield was on a bed with metal springs, and no one thought to move him. Garfield died September 
19, 1881.  

 

 

CHESTER A. ARTHUR 
Born October 5, 1830 in Fairfield, Vermont 
Previous experience: Public official, Vice President 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: None 
Term of office: September 20, 1881-March 3, 1885 

Died November 18, 86 

Nickname: Elegant Arthur 
Family: Wife Ellen; Son Chester Jr.; Daughter Ellen 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education: Graduated from Union College in Schenectady, NY, in 1848  

o Occupations:  

 School teacher upon graduation from Union College.  

 Admitted to New York bar and practiced law in New York.  

 Became New York's Quartermaster General at the outbreak of Civil War; supplied the states' volunteers with equipment.  

 Became Collector of the Port of New York in 1871. Removed from office by President Hayes.  

 Vice President under Garfield, 1881.  

 Major domestic happenings of the Arthur administration:  

o Chester Alan Arthur became the 21st President of the US upon James A. Garfield's death, September 19, 1881.  

o Rivers and Harbors Bill Vetoed (1882): and passed over Arthur's veto by Congress. This was a pork barrel bill to spend the government surplus 
money on river and harbor improvements in order to get votes from ecologists and port people.  

o John D. Rockefeller organizes the Standard Oil Trust (1882): the brainchild of Rockefeller's lawyer Samuel Dodd, the "trust" legally gave Rockefeller 

a monopoly in the petroleum market by coercing weaker corporations to yield their stock to Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company of Ohio.  

o Pendleton Civil Service Act (1883): the first civil service reform act, this act forbade the party possessing the majority from asking for campaign 

contributions from federal officeholders and also created the Civil Service Commission.  

o Civil Service Commission Created (1883): a bipartisan commission created to oversee the examination of those seeking government jobs. Although 

the commission examined candidates for only about 10% of federal offices, the President could expand the list.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Arthur administration:  

o Chinese Exclusion Act (1882): passed over Arthur's veto, and with the cooperation of the Chinese government, this act denied American citizenship 

to any China-born Chinese and allowed only the immigration of Chinese students and a few other classes, laborers excluded.  

o Tariff Act of 1883: was supposed to lower tariff rates, but actually did very little.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Arthur administration:  

o Clara Barton founds American Red Cross (1881): Barton, the famous Civil War nurse, created an agency to aid soldiers in times of war as well as 

civilians affected by disasters like floods, fires, and earthquakes.  

o Booker T. Washington founds Tuskegee Institute (1881): a black vocational school in Alabama. Washington advocated hard work instead of fighting 

for blacks to earn equal rights, and even said that temporary subservience to whites would help blacks gain equal footing.  

o Civil Rights' Cases (1883): declared the Civil Rights Act of 1875 unconstitutional, saying that the government can't regulate private citizens' behavior 

regarding race relations. This case plus many lower court cases established the standard of "separate but equal" accommodations.  

o Standard Time Zones Adopted (1884): created four time zones in America to replace the 100 or so existing time zones. This helped railroads greatly.  

 Major inventions made during the Arthur administration:  

o Jan Matzeliger revolutionizes American shoe industry (1883): this black inventor received a patent for devising a shoe lasting machine that sews the 

sole of the shoe to the top.  

o Brooklyn Bridge opens in New York (1883): the longest suspension bridge of its time, the Brooklyn Bridge used steel suspension cables to link the 

metropolitan sections of New York closer together.  

o Home Life Insurance Building built in Chicago (1884): first steel-framed skyscraper.  

o Steam Turbine (1884): invented by Charles Parsons. This turbine turned at 18,000 revolutions per minute, far surpassing its 1,000 rpm predecessors. 

The turbine would be used for sea travel and electrical purposes.  

 

GROVER CLEVELAND 
Born March 18, 1837 in Caldwell, New Jersey 

Previous experience: Lawyer, sheriff, mayor, governor 
Political Party: Democratic 

Vice Presidents: Thomas A. Hendricks, Adlai E. Stevenson 

Terms of office: March 4, 1885-March 3, 1889; March 4, 1893-March 3, 1897 
Died June 24, 1908 

Nickname: Uncle Jumbo 

Family: Wife Frances; Sons Richard and Francis; Daughters Ruth, Esther, Marion 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He attended the Fayetteville, New York Academy from 1848-1849.  

 He attended the Liberal Institute from 1850-1851.  

 Returned to the Fayetteville Academy from 1852-1853. Though he had hoped to progress through college, Cleveland's formal education 
ended when his father died in 1853.  



 Studied law from 1855-1859 at the offices of Rogers, Bowen, and Rogers.  

 He was admitted to the bar in 1859.  

o Occupations:  

 He practiced law in the offices of Rogers, Bowen, and Rogers from 1859-1862.  

 In 1862, Cleveland was the ward supervisor for the Democratic party.  

 From 1863-1865, he was the assistant District Attorney for Erie County.  

 He ran unsuccessfully for District Attorney in 1865, and afterwards he returned to private practice, at first in partnership with Isaac K. 

Vanderpoel and later with Albert P. Lansing and Oscar Folsom.  

 As sheriff of Erie County from 1871-1873, Cleveland earned a reputation for fearlessness and incorruptibility.  

 He was the Mayor of Buffalo, NY in 1882. He earned the nickname of the "veto mayor" during this year for his repeated efforts to block 
inflated contracts with firms doing business with the city.  

 Mayor from 1883-1885, Cleveland strengthened his reputation by fighting off Tammany Hall and its boss, John Kelly. He also signed into 
law the Civil Service Bill and he turned away requests for patronage, insisting that merit should be the sole reason for appointment, and 

that party service should not be a factor.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of 1884 and 1892:  

o The election of 1884:  

 Issues of personal morality were deciding factors in the election of 1884.  

 Democrats assaulted James G. Blaine for long-standing charges that he had profited from railroad associations while in Congress.  

 Republicans returned fire, citing Cleveland's premarital affair with Maria C. Haplin.  

o The election of 1892:  

 Tariff concerns dominated the election.  

 Harrison supported and defended the McKinley Tariff passed during his term.  

 Cleveland promised a reduction in the tariff.  

 Campaigning ended in October when First Lady Caroline Harrison died suddenly.  

 Populist James B. Weaver stepped in at the last minute on the platform of free coinage of silver and inflationary monetary policy.  

 Cleveland's major political opponents were:  

o Benjamin Harrison (Republican)  

o James B. Weaver (People's (Populist) Party)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Cleveland administrations:  

o Grover Cleveland was sworn into office as the 22nd president of the United States on March 4, 1885.  

o On May 5, 1886, a bomb exploded in the midst of Haymarket Square, shattering at its peak a national labor movement protest for shorter hours. Many 
laborers were killed in the police fire intended to squelch the riot, and the bomb killed one policeman and injured several others. The protest escalated 

into a riot when 180 police were called in to disperse a crowd of 3,000 listening to anarchist August Spies and two members of the Black International 

(related to Karl Marx's Socialist International): Albert Parsons and Samuel Fielden. The bomb exploded after Fielden addressed the officers, assuring 
them that the protest was peaceful. Police, seeing the explosion, began firing on the crowd in hopes of dispersing it, killing at least one and wounding 

many others in the unfortunate tragedy.  

o The long and bloody Apache wars of New Mexico and Arizona ended in 1886 with the final surrender of Geronimo, an Apache war leader noted for 

his guerrilla raids against Mexican and later against U.S. troops in the American Southwest.  

o The American Federation of Labor, an organization composed primarily of craft unions (unions which organize workers by trades), was founded in 

1886.  

o The Presidential Succession Act of 1886 stated that, upon the death or incapacitation of both the President and the Vice-President, the line of 
succession to the presidency was to fall to the cabinet in chronological order of the creation of each department. The act superseded the Presidential 

Succession Act of 1792.  

o The Interstate Commerce Act, passed in 1887, established the Interstate Commerce Commission, created to ensure that interstate railroad rates 

remained reasonable. It was also designed to put an end to rebated and other discriminatory practices which favored large corporations over small 
businesses.  

o The Dawes Severalty Act, which granted citizenship and full title to defiled parcels of reservation land to Indians who were willing to renounce their 

tribal affiliations, was passed in 1887.  

o Grover Cleveland was sworn into office as the 24th president of the United States on March 4, 1892.  

o Triggered by the failure of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad, the financial Panic of 1893 was followed by a four year depression. Reasons for 

this depression were dwindling gold reserves, industrial overexpansion, an European recession, and poor crop harvests in the South and West.  

o Cleveland, fearing that the Sherman Silver Purchase Act, was partially responsible for the alarming drain on federal gold reserves, called for and 
obtained a repeal of the Act in 1893.  

o In Massillon, Illinois, Jacob Coxey organized 100 of the jobless in his area for a march on Washington, D.C. Coxey and his followers, who numbered 

500 by the time Coxey reached Washington, unsuccessfully petitioned for a $500 million public works program.  

o In response to deteriorating economic conditions, the Pullman Palace Car Company reduced its wages while maintaining rents and prices of goods 
workers were forced to buy in the company store. A strike soon broke out and, soon, the strike migrated to other railroad companies. Under the 

leadership of Eugene V. Debs, strikers managed to cripple service from Chicago to the West Coast. Federal troops were called in when violence broke 

out in the wake of the strikes.  

o Booker T. Washington's Atlanta Compromise speech, delivered at the Cotton States Exposition on September 18, 1895, urged southern blacks to 

renounce the aim of equality temporarily and accept a subordinate position in American society. Washington emphasized that education and 

vocational skills should come first, and that social and political equality should come later. This speech upset many of the blacks, especially 
Washington's academic rival W. E. B. De Bois, that had been fighting the uphill battle for complete, immediate equality.  

o The 1895 case of United States vs. E. C. Knight Company was among the first in which the U.S. Supreme Court held that the Sherman Anti-Trust Act 

of 1890 did not apply to manufacturing because no transaction across the state lines had occurred. Under the law, which forbade monopolies or 

restraint of trade, the government had brought suit against five sugar manufacturing companies after one of them, the American Sugar Refining 
Company, had purchased the other four, including the E. C. Knight Company, thus controlling over 98 percent of the nation's sugar-refining business. 

The Supreme Court, with Chief Justice Melville W. Fuller as its spokesman, held that the combination had not violated the Sherman Act. Fuller's 

opinion distinguished between commerce and manufacturing, declaring that manufacturing was not commerce in the constitutional sense.  

o In the 1895 case of Pollock v. Farmers' Loan and Trust Co., the U.S. Supreme Court declared the first major federal income tax law unconstitutional. 

Charles Pollock of Massachusetts challenged the constitutionality of the law on the grounds that a tax on income derived from land was, in effect, a 

tax on the land and was therefore a "direct tax" that had to be apportioned among the states according to the population in order to conform to the U.S. 
Constitution, the $4,000 exemption prior to taxing did not meet the constitutional requirement that all taxes be uniform throughout the United States, 

and the tax on state and municipal bonds violated the principle of intergovernmental tax immunity. Chief Justice Melville Fuller's majority opinion 



held that taxes on income from real estate were direct taxes, as were taxes on income from personal property. He said that although taxes on wages 

and salaries might be permissible, the sections of the law were so mutually connected that the entire scheme of taxation was invalid.  

o William Jennings Bryan, an orator from the Plains, won the Democratic nomination for President on July 9, 1896, one day after delivering his 

electrifying "cross of gold" speech, advocating the free coinage of silver, to the Democratic convention. The 36-year old Nebraska lawyer (and former 

congressman) became known as the "Great Commoner" for his constant opposition to special privileges for the rich and powerful. "You shall not 
press down upon the brow of labor this crown of thorns," he told his audience. "You shall not crucify mankind upon a cross of gold." Bryan had 

frequently spoke out against the gold standard, but the "cross of gold" speech was by far his most powerful and best remembered.  

o The 1896 case of Plessy v. Ferguson involved the constitutionality of a Louisiana law that required separate accommodations for white and "colored" 

passengers on railroads in the state. Homer Plessy, a citizen of Louisiana, had been arrested for refusing to obey the order of the conductor of a train 
to sit in the car designated for blacks. After his conviction in the state courts, Plessy appealed to the Supreme Court, claiming that the statute was in 

opposition to the 13th and 14th amendments. Justice Henry Brown's majority statement delivered the opinion upholding the Louisiana law. 

Interpreting the 14th Amendment, Justice Brown declared, "The object of the Amendment was undoubtedly to enforce the absolute equality of the 
two races before the law, but in the nature of things it could not have been intended to abolish distinctions based upon color, or to enforce social, as 

distinguished from political, equality, or a commingling of the two races upon terms unsatisfactory to either." The court denied that the law put a 

"badge of inferiority," on the Negro race, saying that this would only be the case if blacks misconstrued it in that way.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Cleveland administration:  

o The Wilson-Gorman Act of 1894, sponsored by Representative William L. Wilson, provided for a significant reduction in the McKinley Tariff. 

However, the Act was passed after Senators had added duties to certain goods. Cleveland denounced the package, which only shaved seven percent 

off of the average 48 percent tariff imposed by the McKinley Tariff, but he allowed the Act to pass without his signature. The Wilson-Gorman Act 
also initiated a federal income tax.  

o In 1895, Cleveland supported Secretary of State Olney's attempts to get Great Britain to submit to arbitration the border dispute between its colony of 

Guiana and Venezuela.  

 The major social change that occurred during the Cleveland administration was the introduction of McClure's magazine. Founded in 1893, McClure's Magazine 
became noted for liveliness, variety, and its attention to social problems. Its founder, Irish-American journalist Samuel Sidney McClure established the first news 

syndicate in the United States. In 1884, while working at Century Magazine, he began selling short stories, articles, and recipes to other publications. He also 

owned the S. S. McClure Newspaper, whose features included new novels by such writers as Rudyard Kipling and Arthur Conan Doyle, which were sold to 

newspapers for serialization, and articles by government notables.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Cleveland Administration:  

o Ottmar Mergenthaler invented the Linotype machine in 1885, significantly shortening the time it took to typeset an article or publication.  

o In 1893, Dr. Daniel William Hale performed the first open heart surgery.  

o In 1894, Thomas Edison invented a process for capturing photographs in sequence, making the pictures appear to be in motion, and then projecting 

these pictures onto a screen or wall. This process, which came to be known as the motion picture process, marked a new era in entertainment.  

o In 1896, botanist George Washington Carver accepted an invitation from Booker T. Washington to head the newly formed department of agriculture 

at Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. Carver spent the rest of his life at Tuskegee, slowly creating a laboratory, rebuilding the exhausted land around the 
Institute, and pursuing research. Much of the farming land of the South had been depleted as a result of the intensive cultivation of cotton and tobacco. 

Carver experimented with nitrogen-producing legumes and found that peanuts and sweet potatoes both improved the soil and grew abundantly in the 
South. To find new uses for these crops, he developed over three hundred by-products; cereals, oils, dyes, soaps, and food substitutes. In addition, he 

began his notable "school on wheels," a traveling classroom that taught Alabama farmers the basics of soil enrichment.  

 
 

BENJAMIN HARRISON 
Born August 20, 1833 in North Bend, Ohio 

Previous experience: Lawyer, military leader, Senator 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Levi P. Morton 
Term of office: March 4, 1889-March 4, 1893 

Died March 13, 1901 

Nickname: Little Ben 
Family: Wives Caroline and Mary; Son Russell; Daughters Mary and Elizabeth 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Harrison learned the basics from tutors at home and at a nearby one-room schoolhouse.  

 From 1847-1850, he attended Farmers' College, a prep school in Cincinnati.  

 In September 1850, he was admitted as a junior to Miami University in Oxford, Ohio. He graduated near the top of his class in 1852.  

 He studied law at the office of Storer and Gwynne from 1852-1854.  

 He was admitted to the bar in 1854.  

o Occupations:  

 From 1854-1856, Harrison was in a legal partnership with William Wallace.  

 In 1857, Harrison acted as the Indianapolis city attorney.  

 He was the secretary of the Republican state central committee from 1858-1860.  

 Harrison was the supreme court reporter of Indiana from 1861-1862.  

 He served in the Civil War for the Union, in the 70th Indiana Infantry Regiment, from July 1862 - June 1865, rising from the rank of 
second lieutenant to brigadier general.  

 After the war he resumed his post as supreme court reporter of Indiana, and he resumed law practice with Albert G. Porter and William P. 
Fishback (who was later replaced by Cyrus C. Hines).  

 In 1871, he was appointed by President Grant as defense counsel for army personal being sued for civil damages by Lambdin P. Milligan.  

 Harrison ran unsuccessfully for the Republican gubernatorial nomination in 1872; and a Harrison-for-President movement arose in 1876, 
but to no avail.  

 He was appointed to the Mississippi River Commission in 1879.  

 In 1880, as chairman of the Indiana delegation to the Republican national Convention, he helped secure the nomination of James A. 

Garfield.  

 Elected as an Indiana Republican to the U.S. Senate in 1881, Harrison became known as the "soldier's legislator" for his steadfast support 

of pensions for Civil War veterans. As chairman of the Territories Committee, he pressed unsuccessfully for Dakota statehood. He made a 
name for himself as one of the first conservationists, recommending setting aside a stretch of the Colorado River. He supported expansion 

of the navy, he voted for the Mongrel Tariff, against the Chinese Exclusion Act, and for the Pendleton Act.  



 The major issues and events of the election of 1888:  

o The tariff issue dominated the election.  

o Cleveland pledged a reduction in the tariff while making it clear that he opposed absolute free trade.  

o Harrison promised a strong protective tariff as a safeguard for domestic industry.  

o Cleveland remained aloof, making only one appearance: to accept the Republican nomination.  

o Harrison, at the suggestion of his campaign manager, confined his activities to the delivery of a number of carefully worded speeches to delegations 

outside of his home in Indianapolis.  

o James G. Blaine campaigned vigorously an effectively for Harrison.  

 Harrison's major political opponent was: Grover Cleveland (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Harrison Adminoistration:  

o Benjamin Harrison was sworn into office as the 23rd president of the United States on March 4, 1889.  

o The Sherman Anti-Trust Act of 1890 was the first of the anti-trust laws that attempted to stop monopolies from becoming too abusive. The Act made 

it a misdemeanor, punishable by up to one year in prison and a $5000 fine, to take part in a "contract, combination in the form of trust or otherwise, or 
conspiracy, in restraint of trade or commerce among the several States, or with foreign nations." It was sponsored by Republican Sen. John Sherman, 

and its wording was deliberately vague in what constituted a "trust" or a "restraint."  

o The Sherman Silver Purchase Act of 1890, passed as a concession to western silver interests in return for their support of the McKinley Tariff, 
required the U.S. Treasury to purchase 4.5 million ounces of silver per month (nearly the output of the nation's mines at that time) at market price. The 

silver was to be bought with notes redeemable in gold or silver.  

o The Populist party was formed in the 1890 during a period of discontent in the United States. The party traced its roots to the farmers' alliances, loose 

confederations of organizations that had formed in the South and West beginning in the late 1870s and expanded rapidly after about 1885. The 
alliances advocated tax reform, regulation of railroads, and free silver. In 1890, many candidates who supported alliance objectives were elected in 

state and local contests. Encouraged by these results, alliance leaders formed a national political party, officially the People's party, but usually called 

the Populist party.  

o The Homestead Strike took place at the Carnegie Steel Company plant in Homestead, Pa., in 1892. It was precipitated when company manager Henry 

Clay Frick sought to impose a wage cut. When the Amalgamated Association of Iron, Steel, and Tin Workers refused his terms and called a strike on 

June 29, Frick brought in about 300 Pinkerton detectives to run the plant. On July 6 an armed clash occurred between workers and detectives. Several 
were killed in the brawl. Soon afterward, the state militia was sent in. Under the soldiers' protection, nonunion laborers manned the steel mills from 

July 12 to November 20, when the strike collapsed. Frick's success gravely weakened unionism in the steel industry.  

o At a convention in Omaha, Nebraska, in 1892, the Populists nominated James B. Weaver of Iowa as their presidential candidate. Hoping to unite 
Southern and Western farmers with industrial workers of the Northeast, the party adopted a platform calling for government ownership of the 

railroads and the telephone and telegraph systems, free silver, and a graduated income tax. They also called for a "subtreasury" plan to allow farmers 

to withhold crops from the market when prices dipped, the direct election of U.S. senators, immigration restriction, an 8-hour day for industrial 
workers, and other reforms.  

o Ida B. Wells, a black woman living in Memphis, Tennessee, was driven from Memphis after printing The Red Record, the first statistical pamphlet on 

lynching.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Harrison administration:  

o In 1890, 11 of 19 Italian -Americans who were allegedly members of the Mafia were killed by a mob after nine were tried and found not guilty of 

killing the city's police chief, David C. Hennessey. Hennessey was assassinated on October 15 while investigating Mafia connections.  

o The McKinley Tariff of 1890 set the nation's tariff rate at an exorbitant 48 percent, the highest peacetime rate that had been set up to that time. A 

protectionist measure for domestic trade, the tariff's high rates proved themselves prohibitive in some cases. Duties were placed on some items that 

were manufactured domestically and on agricultural products for which the U.S. had little need. Sugar was placed on the duty-free list, but a 2 

percent-per-pound pound bounty was levied on domestic sugar to compensate. The result was a marked increase in consumer prices.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Harrison Administration:  

o Founded in 1889 by Jane Addams (an American social reformer, pacifist, and women's rights advocate) and others, Hull House was one of the first 

settlement houses in the United States. Its programs included providing recreational facilities for slum children, fighting for child labor laws, and 

helping immigrants become American citizens.  

o With the completion of the 1890 census came a shocking revelation: the frontier was closed. All of the west had been explored and, to some degree, 

settled, so the frontier era had officially come to an end. Though the frontier spirit continued to sweep through many, the assertion that the frontier 

was no more left many yearning for the adventure that the frontier, the exploration of new land, had brought.  
 

WILLIAM MCKINLEY 
Born January 29, 1843 in Niles, Ohio 
Previous experience: Soldier, lawyer, Congressman, governor 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice Presidents: Garret A. Hobart, Theodore Roosevelt 
Term of office: March 4, 1897-September 14, 1901 

Assassinated on September 14, 1901 

Nickname: Wobbly Willie 
Family: Wife Ida; Daughters Katherine and Ida 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He enrolled in the Poland Seminary in 1852.  

 McKinley entered Allegheny College as a junior in 1860, but he studied there for less than a year.  

 After the Civil War, he studied law at the Youngstown office of Judge Charles  

 Glidden.  

 From 1866-1867, he attended the Albany Law School.  

 He was admitted to the bar in 1867.  

o Occupations:  

o McKinley practiced law privately from 1867-1869.  

o From 1869-1871, he served as the Stark County Prosecutor.  

o He resumed his law practice from 1871-1877.  

o McKinley served as the Representative from Ohio's Eighteenth District from 1877-1883 (when he was narrowly defeated by Jonathan H. Wallace) 

and from 1885-1891. Though he was fundamentally in favor of a sound currency, he voted for the Bland-Allison Act and the Sherman Silver Purchase 

Act. In 1880 he succeeded James A. Garfield on the House Ways and Means Committee, rising to chairman in 1889. From this position he sponsored 
the McKinley Tariff of 1890, earning him both praise and criticism.  



o He was the Governor of Ohio from 1892-1896, during which time he called out the National Guard to put down labor-related disturbances, imposed 

an excise tax on corporations, secured safety legislation for transportation workers, and restricted the antiunion practices of employers.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of William McKinley were:  

o The election of 1896:  

 The currency issue dominated the campaign, blurring party lines  

 Eastern Democrats formed the National (or Gold) Democrat party and nominated their own candidate, John M. Palmer, because they were 
unwilling to accept the party's free-silver platform, and they did not support McKinley's stand on the tariff issue.  

 Silver Republicans in the west supported Democratic nominee William Jennings Bryan.  

 The populist party endorsed Bryan as well.  

 Republicans called Bryan a radical, a demagogue, and a socialist.  

 Democrats denounced McKinley as a tool of the capitalists.  

 Many influential eastern newspapers who had favored Grover Cleveland and other sound-money democrats supported McKinley.  

 Bryan ran a rigorous campaign, relying on a few hours of sleep a night for three months in order to address an estimated 5 million people.  

 McKinley stayed in the comfort of his own home while some 1,400 surrogate speakers stumped for him and some 5 million pieces of 
Republican literature were printed about him.  

o Election of 1900:  

 McKinley's first term had removed much of the sentiment that had caused populist fervor, so the parties were limited to Democratic and 
Republican.  

 The dominant issue was Imperialism.  

 Democrats charged that under the McKinley administration, the U.S. had become an imperial state, obsessed on acquiring far-flung 
countries, and abandoning its traditional role as a champion of local autonomy.  

 Republicans countered that as an emerging world power, the U.S. should spread civilization and Democracy to backwards peoples.  

 Once again, Bryan stumped all over the nation while McKinley remained aloof, leaving the campaigning up to his running-mate Theodore 

Roosevelt.  

 McKinley's major political opponents were:  

o Election of 1896: William Jennings Bryan (Democrat, Populist)  

o Election of 1900: William Jennings Bryan (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the McKinley administration:  

o William McKinley was sworn into office as the 25th president of the United States on March 4, 1897.  

o In July 1898, McKinley reversed the policy of Cleveland's administration when he signed a joint congressional resolution annexing the Hawaiian 

Islands.  

o First Grandfather Clause (Louisiana) -  

o Addyston Pipe and Steel Co. vs. U.S. -  

o Under the Gold Standard Act, passed in 1900, the United States formally placed its money on the gold standard. All currency was fully backed by 

gold, and the price of gold was then fixed at $20.67 an ounce.  

o In 1900, the American Socialist party was organized. It presented the only significant political challenge to U.S. capitalism up to that time. Formed by 

Victor L. Berger, Job Harriman, Morris Hillquit of the Socialist Labor party, and Eugene V. Debs of the American Railway Union, the party faced 

two serious handicaps. At the 1894 convention of the American Federation of Labor, which represented skilled craftworkers, federation leader Samuel 

Gompers had maneuvered to prevent AFL endorsement of socialism; thus the party never won the skilled-trade-union support that bolstered its 

European counterparts. In addition, the Industrial Workers of the World failed to build a permanent organization of unskilled migrant workers and 

immigrants. Therefore, the Socialists also lacked a base among nonskilled industrial- union members. Because of these and other problems, the party 

never came to power.  

o McKinley was sworn into office for his second term on March 4, 1901.  

o William McKinley was assassinated on September 6, 1901. While standing in a receiving line outside the Temple of Music at the Pan American 

Exposition, McKinley was shot by Leon F. Czolgosz, an unemployed wire mill worker, who had concealed a revolver in a bandage wrapped around 

his left arm. The first shot hit a button and failed to penetrate skin, but the second shot pierced his skin and lodged in his abdomen. He nearly 
recovered, but on September 12 he suffered a relapse and on September 14 he died of gangrene that had developed around the bullet hole and along 

the track of the bullet.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the McKinley administration:  

o The Dingley Tariff Act, sponsored by Representative Nelson R. Dingley, restored the protective tariff to the average rate of 46 percent, replacing the 
Wilson-Gorman Act, passed during Cleveland's second term.  

o The Klondike, a sparsely populated area in west central Yukon Territory in Canada, near the Alaskan border, was the site of a great gold rush which 

began in 1897. Gold was discovered at Rabbit Creek in 1896, and the great gold rush began in 1897. More than 30,000 people streamed into the area. 

Dawson, a town in the Klondike, served the needs of the prospectors. Before the rush was over, more than $100 million in gold had been excavated.  

o On February 8, 1898, William Randolph Hearst printed a private letter written by the Spanish minister to the United States, Enrique Dupuy de Lome, 

which had been stolen from the mails by Cuban revolutionaries and leaked to Hearst's New York Journal. The letter was strongly anti-McKinley, 

characterizing him as "weak and a bidder for the admiration of the crowd, besides being a would-be politician", thus causing a fresh outpouring of 

anti-Spanish sentiment.  

o The Spanish-American War began for a number of reasons. Americans felt a natural antipathy towards a European power (Spain) trying desperately 

to hold on to its colonies in the Western Hemisphere. Reports of Spanish atrocities in Cuba came in from all directions. The yellow press printed lurid 
reports (often exaggerated) on the conditions in Cuba. Also, the de Lome letter caused anti-Spanish sentiment to explode and, on February 15, 1898, 

the U.S Battleship Maine exploded in Havana harbor. Though the cause of the explosion was never determined, many in the United States became 

convinced that it was caused by Spanish mines, chanting the war cry "Remember the Maine! To Hell with Spain!" Though McKinley had, early on, 
sought to negotiate peace between Spain and Cuba, he eventually gave way to America's clamor for war. He asked Congress for permission to go to 

war, dismissing Spain's offer to suspend hostilities in Cuba, on April 11, 1898. Congress granted permission on April 20, and they formally declared 

war on April 25.  

o The Teller Resolution, sponsored by Sen. Henry Moore Teller, was attached to the declaration of war against Spain, committing the United States to 

an independent Cuba.  

o The Paris Peace Treaty, signed on December 10, 1898 and ratified on February 6, 1899, officially ended the Spanish-American War. Under its terms, 

Spain relinquished its claims to Cuba and ceded to the United States Puerto Rico, Guam, and, for $20 million, the Philippine Islands. With the 
acquisition of the Philippines, President McKinley saw the chance to "educate...and uplift and civilize and Christianize" the Filipinos. However the 

Filipinos were not crazy about this idea and in 1899, Filipino nationalists, under the leadership of Emilio Aguinaldo, rose up in an armed rebellion 

against American rule.  



o In order to preserve U.S. economic interests in China, the United States advanced the Open Door Policy, the principle that equal trading rights in 

China should be guaranteed to all foreign nations, in 1899. By the treaties that followed the Chinese defeats in the Opium Wars (1839-42; 1856-60), 
China was forced to award trading concessions to the major powers, including Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Japan, and the United 

States. During the succeeding decades the European powers and Japan engaged in efforts to partition China into separate and exclusive spheres of 

influence. Fearing that the United States was being frozen out of the China trade, Secretary of State John M. Hay set out the Open Door Policy in a 
note to the other powers. He made three points in the note. No country was to interfere with the rights of citizens of other countries, the Chinese tariff 

was to be the same for all traders, and any country possessing a territorial sphere of influence in China was to treat foreign merchants and 

industrialists the same as it did its own.  

o The Boxer Rebellion of 1900 was a violent movement by the Chinese people to rid their country of foreigners and foreign influences. It was 

spearheaded by militia units in the north called Yihe Quang (otherwise known as righteous harmony fists, hence the "Boxer" Rebellion). Encouraged 

by Empress Dowager Cixi, the so-called Boxers rampaged throughout the land, killing foreigners as well as Christian Chinese and other Chinese with 

ties to foreigners. The climax came when an international force of British, French, German, Japanese, Russian, and U.S. troops entered Beijing 
(Peking) in August 1900 to lift the siege of the foreign legations there. The imperial court fled to Xi'an. Under the subsequent protocol of September 

1901, China was forced to pay a punitive indemnity and to yield to several new foreign demands, notably the right to station troops at the outskirts of 

Beijing and along the route to the sea.  

 The major social change that occurred during the McKinley administration was the publication of Booker T. Washington's autobiography, Up From Slavery, in 
1900.  

 

 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT 
Born October 27, 1858 in New York, New York 

Previous experience: governor, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, Vice President 
Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Charles W. Fairbanks 

Term of office: September 14, 1901-March 3, 1909 
Died January 6, 1919 

Nicknames: Teddy, TR 

Family: Wives Alice and Edith; Sons Theodore, Archibald, Quentin; Daughters Alice and Ethel 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He entered Harvard in 1876, and he graduated 21st of 177 in 1880. His studies there were in the fields of sciences, German, rhetoric, 

philosophy, and ancient languages.  

 He entered Columbia Law School in 1880, but he dropped out in 1881 to run for the state assembly.  

 Roosevelt never pursued admission to the bar.  

o Occupations:  

 He was elected into the New York State Assembly as a Republican in 1881. He took his post in 1882, and during his time in the Assembly, 
his consistent struggle against machine politics earned him the nickname of "the cyclone assemblyman." He left office in 1884.  

 He wrote the biography of Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri and The Winning of the West in the period between 1884 and 1889.  

 Roosevelt was appointed to the U.S. Civil Service Commission in 1889 by President Benjamin Harrison, and he served on the commission 
until 1895. During this time, he vigorously pressed for the strict enforcement of the civil service laws.  

 He was President of the New York City Police Board from 1895-1897, and he used his time there to root out corruption in the Police 
Department, which he described as "utterly demoralized."  

 He was the Assistant Secretary of the Navy from 1897-1898, during which time he stood as a principle advocate of expansionism. He 
initiated the invasion of Cuba without the Secretary's approval, and with it the Spanish-American war.  

 Roosevelt was in the First U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment, also known as the "Rough Riders", during the Spanish American War from 
May to September 1898, rising from lieutenant colonel to colonel.  

 He was the Governor of New York from 1898-1900. During his term, which was abbreviated when he took the office of vice-president, he 
obtained laws that further removed civil service from politics, that limited the number of hours that women and children could work, that 

curbed sweatshop abuses, and that put a state tax on corporations.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1904:  

o Both candidates, Parker and Roosevelt, stood behind the same views on the fundamental issues:  

 They stood behind the gold standard.  

 They favored an eventual independence for the Philippines.  

 They championed the rights of laborers and consumers.  

 They condemned monopoly.  

o Neither candidate campaigned actively.  

o The campaign turned on personality and, in the end, voters chose Roosevelt's flamboyant, popular style over Parker's colorless, sober demeanor.  

 Roosevelt's major opponent was: Judge Alton B. Parker (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Roosevelt administration:  

o Theodore Roosevelt was sworn into office as the 26th president of the United States on September 14, 1901.  

o In 1901, the United States Steel Corporation became the largest corporation in the world through the consolidation of most existing steel companies in 

the United States. It controlled about 75% of the country's steel output in 785 plants with a total of about $1.4 billion in assets. The consolidation 
included the Carnegie steel interests, which were purchased for $400 million.  

o In the Insular Cases, the Supreme-foreign Court determined that the Philippines and Puerto Rico were neither foreign countries nor integral parts of 

the U.S. The new acquisitions were treated as colonies, and their inhabitants were American nationals, though not American citizens; and that 
Congress could impose tariffs on their trade.  

o The Newlands Reclamation Act of 1902 advanced the cause of conservation. Roosevelt was an enthusiastic supporter of this bill, which dealt with 

reclamation and irrigation.  

o In 1902, when the anthracite coal miners held a strike, Roosevelt became the first president to intervene in a labor-management dispute, threatening to 

seize the mines in order to persuade the stubborn owners to accept mediation. An arbitration commission subsequently awarded the miners a favorable 

settlement.  

o In 1902, when the United Mine Workers held a strike, Roosevelt became the first president to intervene in a labor-management dispute. He took the 
leaders of both parties (John Mitchell for the UMW and George F. Baer for the mine managers) to the White House and would not let them leave until 

they compromised. The UMW demanded an 8 hour work day, 20% higher wages, and official recognition of their union by the managers. After the 



mediation, the workers got a little less than half their demands - a 9 hour day, 10% higher wages, but no recognition - but they got a lot more than any 

union had gotten up to that point. Because of this, Roosevelt promoted and was given a reputation for providing a "Square Deal" for everybody, which 
he would go on to use as evidence of his "New Freedom" philosophy.  

o Theodore Roosevelt was sworn into office for his second term on March 4, 1905.  

o In the 1905 case of Lochner v. New York, the Supreme Court invalidated a maximum-hour labor law enacted by the state of New York. Joseph 

Lochner had been found guilty of violating an 1897 law that prohibited employers from allowing employees to work more than 60 hours per week or 

10 hours per day in bakeries. The purpose of the law was to protect the health of bakers who worked long hours in the heat generated by the ovens. 

The Court, with Justice Rufus W. Peckham as its spokesman, declared the law unconstitutional on the grounds that it violated "freedom of contract" 

implicitly guaranteed by the due process clause of the 14th Amendment. The statute, said Peckham, interfered with the right of employees and 
employers to make a contract of labor.  

o In 1906, the Hepburn Act was passed. An attempt for moderate reformist action, it strengthened the authority of the Interstate Commerce Commission 

over railroads.  

o The Burke Act of 1906 was an attempt by Congress to speed the assimilation of American Indians into white culture.  

o Federal meat inspection was authorized by the Meat Inspection Act of 1906, and the Pure Food and Drug Act, also of 1906, defined adulteration, 

outlawed interstate transportation of adulterated foods, and prohibited the misbranding of foods and drugs.  

o The Financial Panic of 1907 killed stock prices and resulted in the death of about a dozen banks and railroads. It was set off by the failure of the 
Knickerbocker Trust Company, and some blamed the panic on Roosevelt's antitrust and pro-labor policies for squeezing corporate profits. Roosevelt, 

in turn, blamed the panic on big business.  

o The National Conservation Committee, established in 1908, was comprised of 49 prominent men of science, industry, and politics. This group made 

the first inventory of natural resources in the United States.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Roosevelt administration:  

o The Platt Amendment defined the relationship between Cuba and the United States. At the end of the Spanish-American War, U.S. military forces, 

under Gen. Leonard Wood, occupied Cuba in order to maintain stability there after Spain's withdrawal. The newly independent Cubans drew up a 

constitution in 1900; however, the document made no provision for the continuation of Cuban-U.S. relations. U.S. Secretary of War Elihu Root told 

the Cubans that such provisions were a necessary condition for U.S. withdrawal from the island. He formulated a series of provisions, incorporated 

into a rider attached to the Army Appropriations Bill of 1901 and sponsored by U.S. Senator Orville H. Platt. The amendment made Cuba a U.S. 

protectorate. It limited Cuba's treaty-making capacity, restricted its right to contract public debt, and gave the United States the right to maintain naval 
bases in Cuba and to intervene in Cuban affairs in order to preserve order or Cuba's independence.  

o The Hay-Pauncefote Treaty of 1901 was an agreement between the United States and Great Britain allowing the U.S. government to negotiate for 

control of the proposed Panama Canal with Colombia.  

o The Venezuelan Debt Dispute of 1902 occurred because of Venezuela's failure to pay off the loans they had acquired from Europe. German and 
British ships blockaded Venezuelan ports to force payments of the debts. Fearing that Germany planned to take part of Venezuela, Roosevelt warned 

Germany that he would use force if they planned to seize any Venezuelan territory.  

o The failure of the Colombian legislature to approve the Hay-Herran Treaty of 1903, by which Colombia had tentatively agreed to lease a canal zone to 
the United States, provoked the secession of Panama from Colombia in November 1903.  

o After Panamanian rebels declared Panama independent in 1903, the new republic's minister to the United States, Philippe Jean Bunau-Varilla, 

negotiated the Hay Bunau-Varilla Treaty of 1903, through which the United States acquired full control over the Panama Canal Zone.  

o In 1903, with the discovery of gold in the Klondike, Canada claimed a line which gave them full control of important routes to the gold fields. This 
provoked the United Stares, leading to the Alaskan Boundary Dispute. Great Britain asked that the matter be settled by arbitration, and Roosevelt 

arranged a tribunal of six "impartial jurists" appointed by both countries. The tribunal ruled in favor of the United States.  

o Work on the Panama Canal began in 1904, shortly after the Hay Bunau-Varilla Treaty was signed. Work continued on the canal for 10 years.  

o In 1904, Roosevelt announced the Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, justifying U.S. intervention in the affairs of Latin American nations if 

their weakness or wrongdoing warranted such action. Roosevelt's insistence on U.S. participation in affairs in the Western Hemisphere was part of the 

philosophy that came to be known came to be known as Big-Stick Diplomacy.  

o In 1904, the Santo Domingo Debt Dispute occurred when Santo Domingo found it could not pay its debts to several European countries. Fearing 
European intervention, Roosevelt announced that the United States might be forced "in flagrant cases of...wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of 

an international power."  

o The Gentleman's Agreement of 1907 was made in response to growing hostility toward Japanese immigrants. Under the agreement, which Roosevelt 

had reached in private meetings with Tokyo officials, Japan promised to curb the emigration of Japanese laborers and the United States would 
withhold from the creation of an outright exclusion law similar to the one created for the Chinese.  

o In the Root-Takahira Agreement of 1907, which was made shortly after the Gentleman's Agreement, Japan and the United States promised not to seek 

territorial gains in the Pacific and to honor the Open Door Policy in China.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Roosevelt administration:  

o W.E.B. DuBois expressed lyrically and with passion that an educated black elite should lead blacks to liberation in The Souls of Black Folk, 
published in 1903.  

o In 1905 a group of black intellectuals, led by W.E.B. DuBois, formed the Niagara Movement to demand full civil rights for blacks. The movement, 

the first of its kind, was strong and caused quite a stir with its intelligent and rational notions, goals, and intentions (both long and short-term) which 
challenged accepted stereotypes of white intellectual superiority.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Roosevelt administration:  

o On Dec. 17, 1903, Orville Wright made the first successful flight in a heavier-than-air plane. The Wright brothers, Orville and Wilbur, along with 

Charles Taylor, designed and built the 12-to-16 horsepower engine and propeller for their plane, which was originally named Flyer I, and commonly 

called Kitty Hawk.  
 

 

WILLIAM H. TAFT 
Born September 15, 1857 in Cincinnati, Ohio 

Previous experience: Lawyer, judge, governor of Philippines, Secretary of War 

Political Party: Republican 
Vice President: James S. Sherman 

Term of office: March 4, 1909-March 3, 1913 

Died March August 1930 
Nickname: Big Bill 

Family: Wife Helen; Sons Robert and Charles; Daughter Helen 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He attended Yale University from 1874-1878.  



 He went to Cincinnati Law School from 1878-1880.  

 Taft was admitted to the bar in May 1880 before his graduation from law school.  

o Occupations:  

 He was the collector of internal revenue for Ohio's First District from 1882-1883.  

 From 1883-1884, Taft practiced law in Cincinnati in conjunction with Harlan Page Lloyd.  

 He was assistant solicitor of Hamilton County from 1885-1887.  

 He was judge of the Cincinnati Superior Court from 1887-1890.  

 Taft served as the U.S. solicitor general from 1890-1892.  

 He was the judge of the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court and ex officio member of the Sixth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals from 1892-1900.  

 Taft was the dean and professor of law at the University of Cincinnati Law School from 1896-1900.  

 In 1900, he was appointed to the position of Commissioner of the Philippines, and then in 1901, he was appointed to the position of 
Governor-General of the Philippines by President William McKinley. He remained in this position until 1904. He was placed there to 

establish civil government in the Philippines, which had recently been acquired in the Spanish-American War. During his four years there, 
Taft made many changes to the Philippines, including the creation of the islands' governing document, which called for the eventual 

creation of a national legislature and which included a Bill of Rights similar to the first ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution. Also, Taft 

reformed the islands' corrupt legal system, suppressed prices, established a civil-service system, upgraded health standards, and converted 
the U.S. presence in the Philippines from military to civil rule.  

 As Secretary of War from 1904-1908, Taft personally supervised preparations for the building of the Panama Canal, and in July 1905 he 
met in Tokyo with Japanese Premier Count Taro Katsura. In this meeting, Taft assured Katsura that the U.S. would not object to the 

suzerainty of Tokyo as long as it did not lead to aggression toward the Philippines. Also, he was the provisional governor of Cuba from 

September-October 1906.  
 

 The major issues and events of the election of 1908:  

o The issues centered around which candidate would best carry out the policies of Theodore Roosevelt.  

o Taft was the hand-picked replacement of Roosevelt.  

o Bryan claimed that Roosevelt had acted more like a Democrat, so he would be the better replacement for Roosevelt.  

o Bryan undermined his claim to the Roosevelt platform by coming out in favor of publicly-owned railroads.  

o Taft attacked Bryan's proposal for a federal deposit insurance program as unsound.  

 Taft's major political opponents were:  

o William Jennings Bryan (Democrat)  

o Eugene V. Debs (Socialist)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Taft administration:  

o William Howard Taft was sworn into office as the 27th president of the United States on March 4, 1909.  

o In 1910, Gifford Pinchot, chief of the U.S. Forest Service, where he implemented the concept of conservation for use, and where he spearheaded 

government regulation of natural resources was dismissed from his post by President Taft after a controversy with Secretary of the Interior Richard A. 
Ballinger over the Taft administration's conservation policies.  

o The Mann-Elkins Act, passed in 1910 and sponsored by Representative James R. Mann and Senator Stephen B. Elkins, extended the authority of the 

Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) to fix and regulate maximum railroad rates. It also banned the practice of charging more for short hauls than 

for long ones, and it placed telephone and telegraph industries under the regulatory supervision of the ICC.  

o The Progressive party, founded in 1912, grew out of former President Theodore Roosevelt's drive for the Republican presidential nomination. Foiled 

by the incumbent, William Howard Taft, who controlled the convention machinery, Roosevelt led his supporters into his Bull Moose Party (another 

name for the Progressives). The party's 1912 platform called for numerous social and political reforms, including the conservation of natural and 
human resources, women's suffrage, popular election of U.S. senators, and the initiative, referendum, and recall.  

o After his term was over, he became Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, making him the only President to have occupied all three branches of Federal 

government.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Taft administration:  

o The Payne Aldrich Tariff Act of 1909, which replaced the Dingley Tariff of 1897, trimmed the overall tariff rate from 46 to 41 percent while 
increasing the tariff rates on items such as coal, iron ore, and animal hides. Taft, a supporter of the Act, defended it against Democratic and 

Progressive republican charges that it was a token measure representing little departure from the conservative republicans' protective tactics.  

o China's Manchurian Railroad was started with U.S. support under Taft's failed "Dollar Diplomacy" campaign. "Dollar Diplomacy" hinged on the 

theory that if American investors invested in foreign companies, diplomatic interest would lean toward keeping relationships trade-friendly.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Taft administration:  

o The Niagara Movement joined with concerned white socialists and liberals to create the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

(NAACP) in 1909. Its aim was the "elimination of all barriers to political, educational, social, and economic equality," and the NAACP emphasized 

legal action in areas such as employment, housing, voting, and education.  

o The National Urban League, a U.S. interracial organization, was founded in 1910 to provide community services and to secure equal opportunities for 
black citizens. The league was most concerned with providing new jobs for blacks in industry and in aiding southern migrants who had moved into 

northern cities.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Taft administration:  

o The gas mask, which utilized filters that kept those wearing the masks from inhaling certain harmful substances put into the air through the use of 

chemical warfare, was invented by Garret A. Morgan, an African American Inventor, in 1912.  
 

 

WOODROW WILSON 
Born December 28, 1856 in Staunton, Virginia 

Previous experience: Princeton University President, Governor of New Jersey 

Political Party: Democratic 
Vice President: Thomas R. Marshall 

Term of office: March 4, 1913-March 3, 1921 

Died February 3, 1924 
Nickname: Professor 

Family: Wives Ellen and Edith; Daughters Margaret, Jessie and Eleanor 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  



 He entered Davidson College in 1873, but health problems forced him to drop out before the end of his freshman year.  

 He enrolled in the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1875 and he graduated in 1879 at the rank of thirty-eighth of 167 students.  

 In 1879 he entered the University of Virginia law school but, again for health reasons, he dropped out in 1880.  

 He continued to study law privately and, in October 1882, he was admitted to the bar.  

 In 1883 he enrolled at Johns Hopkins University where he earned his Ph.D. in political science in 1886.  

o Occupations:  

 In 1883 he practiced law briefly in partnership with Edward I. Renick.  

 From 1885-1888, Wilson taught political economy and public law at Bryn Mawr College.  

 From 1888-1890, he was professor of history at Wesleyan University.  

 Wilson was professor of jurisprudence and political economy at Princeton University from 1890-1902.  

 Meanwhile, Wilson earned a reputation for sound, insightful scholarship writing political and historical works.  

 Wilson was the President of Princeton University from 1902-1910. During his presidency, he laid out an ambitious program for 
transforming the University into a model of higher education.  

 From 1911-1913, he was the Governor of New Jersey. During his time in office, he secured passage of five pieces of legislation: he 
brought about the enactment of state antitrust laws; he empowered a state public utility commission to fix utility rates; he created the state's 

first workmen's' compensation law; he got the Gerran law passed, mandating direct party primaries for all elected officials in the state and 

reforming voting procedures; and he got a corrupt practices act passed which required candidates to file campaign financial statements, 
banned corporate contributions to campaigns, and limited campaign expenditures.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of Woodrow Wilson:  

o Election of 1912:  

 Wilson offered the country the New Freedom: pledging to end monopoly, restore free competition, and establish the right of laborers to 
bargain for their wages and welfare.  

 Roosevelt's New Nationalism went further. He promised comprehensive welfare legislation and federal regulation of business on an 
unprecedented scale.  

 The campaign was interrupted in October with an assassination attempt on Roosevelt.  

 Wilson won with a minority vote that was made possible by a split in the republican party between Taft and Roosevelt.  

o Election of 1916:  

 The War in Europe dominated the campaign.  

 Hughes criticized Wilson for failing to assert American neutral rights in the conflict.  

 The election was close, with many backers strongly supporting either side but, though Hughes seemed to be the winner early on, late 

returns tipped California, and with it the election, to Wilson.  

 Wilson's major political opponents were:  

o Election of 1912:  

 Theodore Roosevelt (Progressive)  

 William Howard Taft (Republican)  

 Eugene V. Debs (Socialist)  

o Election of 1916: Charles Evens Hughes  

 Major domestic happenings of the Wilson administration:  

o The 16th and 17th amendments to the Constitution were passed in 1913. The 16th stated that "the Congress shall have the power to lay and collect 

taxes on incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and without any regard to any census or 

enumeration." The 17th provided for the direct election of Senators by the people, whereas previously they had been elected by state legislatures.  

o Woodrow Wilson was sworn into office as the 28th president of the United States on March 4, 1913.  

o The Federal Reserve Act of 1913, designed to make the nation's money supply more elastic in order to cope with varying economic conditions, 

created the modern Federal Reserve System.  

o In 1913 and 1914, as chairman of a subcommittee known as the Pujo Committee, Arsene Paulin Pujo investigated J. P. Morgan and other leading 
financiers. The committee's findings aroused public opinion against the concentration of economic power in private hands and helped lead to passage 

of the Federal Reserve Act and the Clayton Anti-Trust Act.  

o The Smith-Lever Act, passed in 1914, set up a cooperative federal-state extension service in the United States that was based in the land-grant 
colleges. It provided educational programs, especially in the fields of agriculture and home economics, to adults in rural areas. The act also provided 

funds for the creation of 4-H clubs.  

o The Clayton Anti-Trust Act of 1914 exempted labor and agricultural associations from antitrust laws, it curbed the use of the labor injunction, and it 

legalized strikes, boycotts, and pickets. It also barred corporations from acquiring stock in other corporations and otherwise sought to curb the 
monopolistic tendencies of big businesses.  

o The Keating-Owen Act of 1916 was a child labor regulation act which stated that products made by underage workers could not be shipped between 

states.  

o On March 4, 1917, Woodrow Wilson began his second presidential term.  

o The Espionage Act of 1917 made it illegal to interfere with the recruitment or drafting of soldiers or to do anything adversely affecting military 

morale. This act was considered a major enemy to the fifteenth amendment - freedom of speech and of the press.  

o The Boston Police strike of 1919 developed out of the inflation that followed World War I, as policemen saw their wages hold steady while the cost of 
living and the incomes of other groups rose. Although it was illegal for policemen to form a labor union, they did so anyway. When Boston authorities 

threatened disciplinary action against the union leaders, the policemen countered with a strike. During the strike, criminal elements roamed the city; 

there was rioting, violence, and property damage. On the second day of the strike, Governor Calvin Coolidge called out the state militia to restore 
order.  

o In the 1919 case of Schenck vs. United States, the U.S. Supreme Court enunciated the "clear and present danger" rule as a means for testing the 

validity of government interference with Freedom Of Speech. Charles T. Schenck, secretary of the Socialist party, had been convicted under the 
Espionage Act of 1917 for attempting to cause insubordination in the armed forces and to obstruct recruitment and enlistment by mailing leaflets to 

drafted men urging them to oppose the draft and the war itself. Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., speaking for the Court, upheld Schenck's 

conviction while admitting that, in ordinary times, Schenck's activities might have been within his constitutional rights. Holmes maintained that "the 
character of every act depends upon the circumstances in which it is done."  

o The Communist party of the United States was a left-wing Marxist party dedicated to revolutionary socialism and supporting the Communist party of 

the USSR. The U.S. branch of the Communist Party was formed in 1919 as part of the Communist International (COMINTERN), organized in 

Moscow in March of the same year.  



o The 19th Amendment to the Constitution Of The United States, ratified in 1920, provided men and women with equal voting rights. The amendment 

stated that the right of citizens to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. The Amendment was 
passed partially because of the service of women in industry during World War I.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Wilson administration:  

o When the rapidly sifting forces of the Mexican Revolution brought the reactionary Victoriano Huerta in 1913, President Wilson refused to recognize 

his government, adopting a policy of "watchful waiting."  

o The Underwood Tariff, passed in 1913, replaced the Payne-Aldrich Tariff. This tariff dropped the average rate from 41 to 27 percent, placing on the 

free items list such things as iron, steel, and raw wool. It also provided for a graduated federal income tax.  

o In April 1914, Mexican authorities arrested U.S. sailors at Tampico in what was known as the Tampico Incident. Though the sailors were quickly 

released, the U.S demanded a 21-gun salute to the American flag as an apology. When Huerta, under whose authority the Mexican authorities had 

acted, refused, Wilson deployed Marines to occupy Vera Cruz.  

o With the Outbreak of World War I in the August of 1914, Wilson proclaimed that the U.S. would remain neutral, as it did (for a time). The main 

causes of the war, militant nationalism in Europe and the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand of Austria-Hungary, caused two factions, the 

Central Powers (Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey, and Bulgaria) and the Allied Powers (Great Britain, France, Russia, Italy, Japan, Portugal, 
China, and others), to go into an intense conflict. Wilson had many obstacles blocking his way for America to remain neutral, most notably an 

American outcry for war after a German submarine torpedoed the British liner Lusitania, killing 1200 (including 120 Americans).  

o The Panama Canal was completed in 1914, significantly decreasing the length of time it took for a ship to get from the East to West coast.  

o American protests prompted Germany to suspend unrestricted submarine warfare with the Sussex Pledge of 1916, but sinkings continued to occur 
regardless of the pledge, and in February 1917, Germany resumed unrestricted submarine warfare.  

o In 1916 a munitions warehouse on the Black Tom docks in Jersey City exploded, causing extensive damage. The incident was blamed on German 

saboteurs.  

o In 1917 the Zimmerman note, written by Arthur Zimmerman, the German foreign minister, to the German ambassador in Mexico, was turned over to 
the U.S. government by British intelligence who had intercepted and decoded the message. The note indicated that if Germany and the United States 

were to go to war, Germany would seek an alliance with Mexico and offer the Mexicans Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona for their efforts. This was 

one of the main causes of America's rise to war.  

o On April 2, 1917, Following Germany's resumption of unrestricted submarine warfare and the publication of the Zimmerman note, Wilson appeared 

before a joint session of Congress to ask for a declaration of war against Germany. "The present German submarine warfare against commerce is a 

war against mankind." He said, "It is a war against all nations....The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the 
tested foundations of political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve....We are but one of the champions of the rights of mankind." On April 4 the 

Senate voted 82-6 to declare war, and on April 6 the house concurred 373-50.  

o The Jones Act of 1917 changed the form of Puerto Rico's government. Prior to 1917, the governor and legislature of Puerto Rico were federally 

appointed, but the Jones Act made all Puerto Ricans U.S. citizens and it created an elected senate for Puerto Rico.  

o On May 18, 1917, the Selective Service Act created a separate agency, not part of the military services, with a wide network of local draft boards. 

Civic leaders were thus used to select local youths to meet national military draft quotas and simultaneously to reserve manpower for essential 

production and services.  

o In 1917,the Literacy Test Act instituted a literacy test for immigrants to the United States.  

o Robert Lansing negotiated the Lansing-Ishii agreement, finalized on Nov. 2, 1917, with Japan. Under the agreement, the United States recognized 

Japan's special interests in China.  

o In 1917, because of the islands' strategic position on the approach to the Panama Canal, the United States purchased three of the Virgin Islands - Saint 
Thomas, Saint Croix, and Saint John - from Denmark.  

o In an address to Congress on Jan. 8, 1918, President Wilson laid down his famous Fourteen Points for peace. He called for, among other things, open 

diplomacy, armament reduction, national self-determination, freedom of navigation on the seas, the formation of a league of nations, and the 

establishment of equal trade among all nations involved in the war. These idealistic war aims gave moral weight to the Allied cause.  

o At 5:00 am on November 11, 1916, an armistice was reached in World War I. A German delegation, headed by civilian Matthias Erzberger, 

negotiated the armistice with Ferdinand Foch in his railway-coach headquarters on a siding at Compiegne.  

o President Wilson led the American delegation to the Paris Peace Conference of 1919. The conference was headed by the Big Four: President Wilson 
for America, Premier Georges Clemenceau of France, Prime Minister David Lloyd George of Great Britain, and Premier Vittorio Orlando of Italy.  

o The Treaty of Versailles of 1919 placed full blame of the World War (WWI) on Germany. It stripped Germany of all colonial possessions and many 

regions of Germany, including the basin coal lands, Alsace-Lorraine, the Sudentenland, and the Polish corridor It also imposed $15 billion in war 
reparations on Germany, it demilitarized the Rhineland, and it virtually abolished the German armed forces. The treaty also made provisions for the 

establishment of a League of Nations.  

o Under the Covenant of the League of Nations a Permanent Court of International Justice, known as the World Court, was established in 1920.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Wilson administration:  

o Margaret Sanger was indicted under the Comstock Law in 1914 for creating a public nuisance when she opened a birth-control clinic (the country's 

first) in Brooklyn.  

o President Wilson persuaded Congress to pass the Adamson Act in 1916, averting a threatened railroad strike by fixing the eight-hour day for 

trainmen. These bills lead the way for the general acceptance of the eight-hour work day.  

o Marcus Garvey went to New York City in 1917 and recruited followers for his Universal Negro Improvement Association (UNIA). The UNIA's goals 

included the creation of a black nation oriented toward Africa but controlled by black Americans.  

o The Hammer vs. Dagenhart decision of 1918 dealt with the authority of Congress to regulate child labor under the commerce clause of the 

Constitution. By the Federal Child Labor Act of 1916, Congress had seriously restricted the rights of factories to ship goods created by children. 

Ronald Dagenhart filed a bill in federal district court on behalf of himself and two minor sons, all employees in a cotton mill, against W. C. Hammer, 
a U.S. attorney, to enjoin enforcement of the law. The district court held the Federal Child Labor Act unconstitutional, and the Supreme Court 

affirmed the ruling.  

o The 18th Amendment, or the Abolition amendment, to the U.S. Constitution forbade the manufacturing, sale, and transportation of alcoholic 
beverages.  

 

 

WARREN G. HARDING 
Born November 2, 1865 in Corsica, Ohio 

Previous experience: lieutenant governor, Senator 
Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Calvin Coolidge 

Term of office: March 4, 1921- October 2, 1923 
Died August 2, 23 

Nickname: Wobbly Warren 



Family: Wife Florence King DeWolfe; Daughter Elizabeth 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Harding learned the basics in a one-room schoolhouse in Blooming Grove, Ohio.  

 He entered Central College in 1880. There he studied Latin, math, history, chemistry, debating, and composition. He graduated with a B.S. 

degree in 1882.  

o Occupations:  

 Harding worked as a teacher, a lawyer, and insurance salesman, and a reporter before entering politics from 1882-1899.  

 Harding was an Ohio State Senator from 1899-1903. During this time he met Harry Daugherty, a power broker in Ohio politics, and began 
a friendship that helped him into the presidency.  

 He was the Lieutenant Governor of Ohio from 1903-1905.  

 As U.S. Senator from 1915-1921, Harding had an undistinguished career. Harding was present for less than one-third of the roll-call votes. 

Though he introduced 134 bills into the Senate, none were significant. His most influential act was in joining with Senator Henry Cabot 
Lodge in destroying the League of Nations, an institution Harding was extremely critical of.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1920:  

o The campaign hinged on the League of Nations, which Cox supported and Harding did not.  

o Harding conducted a front-porch campaign in Marion, Ohio.  

o Cox traveled far to deliver nearly 400 speeches. He challenged war-weary Americans to remain active in world affairs and to tackle domestic 

problems. He also cited the startling 17 percent illiteracy rate and the existence of poverty in the "land of plenty."  

 Harding's major political opponents were:  

o James M. Cox (Democrat)  

o Eugene V. Debs (Socialist)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Harding administration:  

o Warren G. Harding was sworn into office as the 29th president of the United States on March 4, 1921.  

o Many scandals occurred during the Harding presidency. One of these was the Teapot Dome scandal, named after Wyoming's Teapot Dome oil 

reserve, in which Secretary of the Interior Albert Fall sold for personal gain the nation's oil reserves. First, Fall persuaded Harding, with the 

compliance of Secretary of the Navy Denby, to transfer control of the nation's oil reserves to himself. He then secretly allowed the Mammoth Oil 
Company to tap the Teapot Dome in exchange for $308,000 and a herd of cattle. Similarly, for $100,000 he allowed the Pan-American Petroleum and 

Transport Company access to the Elk Hills reserve in California.  

o In the case of Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Company in 1922, the Supreme Court declared unconstitutional the federal child labor law of 1919. Under 
that law a 10 percent tax was levied on the profits of any company employing children under the age of 14. The Drexel Furniture Company of North 

Carolina had been assessed more than $6,000 for having employed a boy under 14 in 1919. Speaking through Chief Justice William Howard Taft, the 

Court invalidated the law on two grounds. First, it was an attempt to regulate a matter reserved to the states. Second, the tax was a penalty rather than 
a revenue-raising measure.  

o The Copper-Volstead Act, passed on February 18, 1922, permitted farmers to sell their products and buy equipment cooperatively without violating 

anti-trust laws.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Harding administration:  

o The Dillingham Immigration Act of 1921 restricted the annual immigration rate to 3 percent of the people of each nationality living in the United 
States in 1910. Also, the annual total was limited to 357,000 per year.  

o The Emergency Tariff Act, passed on May 27, 1921, increased tariff rates on farm products.  

o With the United States and Great Britain in competition for the title of Naval Supremacy, Great Britain went into an alliance with Japan, leaving 

China defenseless against Japanese aggression. With this situation in place, Harding authorized Secretary of State Hughes to convene the Washington 
Disarmament Conference in 1921. During the conference, the United States, Great Britain, Japan, France, and Italy agreed to limit the size of their 

naval fleets. Also, the U.S., Great Britain, France, and Japan agreed to respect each other's holdings in the Pacific, Japanese aggression was ceased for 

a decade, and the Open Door Policy was preserved.  

o The Fordney-McCumber Tariff Act was passed on September 21, 1922. It increased rates substantially on manufactured goods and agricultural 

products. In addition, it gave the President authorization to change tariff rates to cover differences in production costs between foreign and domestic 

goods.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Harding administration:  

o The Harlem Renaissance, which featured a spiritual discontent different from that of white writers and playwrights, which inspired a new generation 
of black artists, began when the musical comedy "Shuffle Along" opened in May 1921. The Renaissance occurred in Harlem, the black section of 

upper Manhattan among the "New Negroes", blacks who were proud of their African heritage.  

 
 

CALVIN COOLIDGE 
Born July 4, 1872 in Plymouth, Vermont 
Previous experience: lawyer, public official, governor, Vice President 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Charles G. Dawes 
Term of office: August 3, 1923-March 3, 1929 

Died January 5, 1933 

Nickname: Silent Cal 
Family: Wife Grace; Sons John and Calvin 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He enrolled in the Black River Academy at Ludow in 1886, where he remained until commencement in 1890.  

 In 1891, Coolidge received college preparatory instruction at the St. Johnsbury Academy in St. Johnsbury, Vermont.  

 He went to Amherst College from 1891-1895, during which time he excelled as a student (in his later years especially).  

 Coolidge was admitted to the bar in July 1897.  

o Occupations:  

 Coolidge began running a law practice in 1897.  

 He served on the Northampton City Council from 1899-1900.  

 He was the Northampton city solicitor from 1900-1902.  



 He was briefly the Hampshire County clerk of courts in 1903.  

 Coolidge was a member of the Massachusetts General Court from 1907-1908.  

 He was the Mayor of Northampton, Mass. from 1910-1911.  

 As a Massachusetts State Senator from 1912-1915, Coolidge proved himself to be somewhat of a progressive. He was the Senate President 
from 1914-1915.  

 He acted as the Lieutenant Governor of Massachusetts from 1916-1918, during which time he was the ex officio chairman of the 
governor's Council.  

 As Governor of Massachusetts from 1919-1920, Coolidge gained National attention for his handling of the Boston Police Strike.  

 Coolidge acted as Vice President from 1921-1923. He was loose in his dealings with the cabinet and the Senate during that time.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1924:  

o With the nation at peace and the economy prosperous, Republicans touted: "Keep cool with Coolidge."  

o Davis endorsed the Democratic party and the League of Nations while denouncing the KKK.  

o Davis' chances were all but destroyed by the divisiveness of the Democratic Party, but Davis campaigned hard against the Republican party.  

o Few voters blamed Coolidge for the sins of Harding.  

o LaFollette campaigned moderately, but he drew strong support for a third-party candidate with the support of the Socialist party and the AFL.  

 Coolidge's major political opponents were:  

o John W. Davis (Democrat)  

o Robert M. LaFollette (Progressive)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Coolidge administration:  

o Calvin Coolidge was sworn into office as the 30th president of the United States on August 3, 1923, following the death in office of Warren G. 

Harding.  

o The Supreme Court ruled in the case of Adkins v. Children's Hospital, settled on April 9, 1923, that a minimum wage law for women in the District of 

Columbia infringed on the due process right of employer and employee to freely make a contract of labor.  

o On April 23, 1924, Congress adopts a bill that provided bonuses in the form of twenty-year certificates to World War I Veterans below the rank of 

major. The bill was vetoed by Coolidge on May 15, and it was passed over his veto on May 19.  

o Calvin Coolidge was sworn into office for his second term on March 4, 1924.  

o Through the McNary - Haugen Bill, Congress had hoped to support farm prices by establishing a government corporation that would buy certain 

surplus farm goods for resale abroad. Both times the bill was passed, however, it was vetoed by Coolidge, who denounced the bill as price fixing.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Coolidge administration:  

o The Immigration Act of 1924 changed immigration policies in several ways. First, it cut from 3 to 2 percent the quota of immigrants based on the 
amount of immigrants of that nationality present in the United States at a certain time. Second, it changed that time from 1910 to 1890. Since much of 

the immigration between 1890 and 1910 had been from southern and eastern Europe, the Act was strongest towards such peoples as Italians and Jews 

(on the grounds that such immigrants were not as likely to make "good Americans" as those from northern and western Europe). Also, the Act created 
an overall immigration limit (154,000 annually plus the wives and minor children of U.S. citizens), and the Act excluded the Japanese altogether.  

o The Dawes Plan, passed on April 9, 1924, provided for a loan to Germany of 800 million gold marks and increasing yearly reparations payments.  

o Under the terms of the Kellogg-Briand Pact of 1928, 15 countries renounced war as a means of settling disputes. The Pact was drawn up by Secretary 

of State Frank B. Kellogg and French Foreign Minister Aristide Briand, and eventually another 47 nations joined the pact, accounting for most of the 
civilized world.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Coolidge administration:  

o Marcus Garvey, founder of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, attempted to unite all black peoples through the establishment in Africa of 

a country and government of their own through the "Back to Africa" movement.  

o In the Scopes Trial, John T. Scopes, a schoolteacher, was tried in July 1925 for teaching Charles Darwin's theory of evolution after the state of 
Tennessee had forbade it. His trial became a public confrontation between a fundamentalist interpretation of the Bible and more liberal views. The 

prosecution was conducted by William Jennings Bryan, and criminal lawyer Clarence Darrow conducted the defense. At one point Darrow cross-

examined Bryan, who proved deficient in both Biblical and biological knowledge. Scopes was found guilty, but his conviction was overturned by the 
state supreme court, which nevertheless upheld the statute.  

o Labor leader Asa Philip Randolph organized the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters in 1925, which helped carry American blacks into the 

mainstream of the U.S. labor movement.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Coolidge administration:  

o The cotton picker was invented in 1927.  

 
 

HERBERT C. HOOVER 
Born August 10, 1874 in West Branch, Iowa 
Previous experience: Secretary of Commerce 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Charles Curtis 
Term of office: March 4, 1929-March 3, 1933 

Died October 20, 1964 
Nickname: Chief 

Family: Wife Lou; Sons Herbert Jr. and Allan 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He attended the Friends Pacific Academy in Newburg, Oregon and a business school in Salem from 1885-1887.  

 He took college preparatory instruction at Palo Alto, California in 1891.  

 At 17, Hoover was the youngest member in the first class to come through the newly established Stanford University in 1891. He 

graduated from Stanford in 1895 with an A.B. in geology, having decided to become a mining engineer.  

o Occupations:  

 Hoover worked, in various capacities, as a mining engineer from 1896-1914.  

 He gained international recognition during World War I for his efficient distribution of food and supplies to war-ravaged Europe. He 
headed the Commission for Relief in Belgium, the American Relief Administration, the Sugar Equalization Board, the Supreme Economic 

Council, the European Coal Council, and he served as a member of the War Trade Council. He was also a U.S. Food Administrator and he 
was the economic advisor to Woodrow Wilson at the Versailles Peace Conference. Whew!  



 In 1919 he created the Hoover Institution on War, Revolution, and Peace at Stanford University as a repository for Records on World War 
I.  

 Hoover was appointed as Secretary of Commerce in 1921 in the Coolidge administration. During his time in this office, which lasted until 
1928, he expanded the Bureau of Standards, he increased the amount of data collected by the Census Bureau, he used the Foreign and 

Domestic Commerce Bureau to seek new markets abroad, he undertook regulation of the air waves with the Radio Act of 1927, and he 

established an Aeronautics Board for the development of commercial aviation with the Air Commerce Act of 1926. He sponsored the 

Conference on Unemployment in 1921, he opposed the McNary-Haugen Bill, and he was instrumental in the steel industry's decision to 

abandon the 12-hour workday. He also headed a commission investigating the feasibility of extending the Great Lakes out to the Atlantic 

Ocean and he headed the Colorado River Commission, which pressed for the construction of Boulder Dam.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1928:  

o Religion and Prohibition dominated the campaign.  

o Smith, a Catholic, was hurt by fears that a Catholic president would become a tool of the Pope and that he would annul Protestant marriages and make 

Catholicism the state religion.  

o Smith was also hurt, especially in the South and West, with his opposition to Prohibition.  

o Hoover did not take a stand on religion, but he defended prohibition.  

o Smith attacked the corruption of the Harding administration and the pro-business policies of the Coolidge administration.  

o Republicans attacked Smith for his Tammany Hall connections and his lack of foreign policy experience.  

o Smith was colorful and witty on the stump while Hoover was lackluster.  

o Republicans warned not to mess with the formula that had brought economic success to the America.  

 Hoover's political opponent was Alfred E. Smith (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Hoover administration:  

o Herbert Hoover was sworn into office as the 31st president of the United States on March 4, 1929.  

o On October 29, 1929, Wall Street experienced a sharp decline in buying, causing a crash in prices and beginning a nationwide depression. Causes of 

the depression included a chronic surplus of farm and agricultural products that had driven prices down, a lack of credit restraints, especially in the 
securities industry, where stocks could be purchased on a 25% margin, leading to a increase in speculation, high tariffs which discouraged world 

trade, and an acceleration of corporate profits at the expense of higher wages which had led to a decrease in purchasing power.  

o President Hoover signed the Agricultural Marketing Act of 1929, redeeming his pledge to provide relief to farmers, which created a Federal Farm 
Board to encourage the formation of farm cooperatives and to control farm surpluses. Unfortunately, however, the board's limited power was 

insufficient to handle the severe profusion in agricultural products.  

o The U.S. Supreme Court case of Powell v. Alabama arose out of the notorious Scottsboro incident in which nine young black men were convicted of 
raping two white women on a freight train on its way through Alabama. As the train approached Scottsboro, a sheriff's posse seized the nine blacks 

and charged them with rape. They were indicted on Mar. 31, 1931, and tried a few days later in three groups, each trial lasting a single day. The juries 

found the defendants guilty and imposed the death penalty on all. On appeal to the Supreme Court the convicted prisoners alleged that they had been 
denied the right to counsel, that they had not been given a fair and impartial trial, and that they had been tried before juries from which blacks were 

systematically excluded. They argued that this constituted a denial of due process of law and equal protection of the laws under the 14th Amendment. 

Speaking for a majority of seven, Justice George Sutherland declared that the Alabama trial court had failed to give the defendants reasonable time to 
secure counsel, denying them due process.  

o Henry Lewis Stimson's so-called Stimson Doctrine, laid out in 1932, proposed U.S. non-recognition of Japan's puppet regime of Manchukuo, a 

Japanese-controlled state in Manchuria, because of the illegality of the puppet regime.  

o The Norris-LaGuardia Act of 1932, sponsored by Senator George Norris and Representative Fiorello LaGuardia and signed by President Hoover, 

restricted the use of the labor injunction to strikes that threatened public safety and banned yellow-dog contracts which denied workers the right to 

unionize and bound them to a no-strike clause.  

o In May 1932, 15,000 WWI Veterans descended on Washington to lobby for immediate payment of the bonus awarded to them in 1924 but not due 
until 1945. The bonus marchers, as they came to be called, pitched camp near the capitol. When Congress voted down the bonus bill, many of the 

demonstrators drifted away, but still many remained, a reminder of the depression and its effect on those who had risked their lives for their country. 

In July President Hoover ordered the camp cleared and, with the help of a General, two majors, four Calvary troops, six tanks, and an infantry column 
with fixed bayonets and tear gas bombs, the "enemy" was dispersed in short order. Hoover suffered widespread criticism for this action, reinforcing 

the image of the heartless president insensitive to the suffering of the depression's victims.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Hoover administration:  

o The Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1930 replaced the Emergency Tariff of 1921 and the Fordney-McCumber Act of 1922. The tariff raised the general level 

of duties to 42%, the highest in American history. It was signed, with some misgivings, by Hoover because he hoped that it would aid hard-pressed 
farmers by protecting them from foreign competition. Instead, a global tariff war ensued, and all trade suffered.  

o The London Naval Conference, held from Jan. 21 - Apr. 22, 1930, was held to supplement the work of the Washington Conference of 1921-1922. The 

United States, Great Britain, and Japan reached an agreement on ratios of 10:10:6 for large cruisers and 10:10:7 for other auxiliary ships and on 
equilibrium for submarines. Also, no new capital ships were to be constructed until 1936. Although France and Italy attended the conference, they did 

not accept its principal conclusions. The U.S. Senate ratified the London Naval Treaty on July 21.  

o On June 20, 1931, President Hoover proposed a one-year moratorium on intergovernmental debts and reparations payments in order to allay an 

international financial crisis caused by the failure of the Austrian Credit-Anstaly the previous May. By July 6, all major creditor nations had accepted 
Hoover's proposal.  

 The major conflict of the Hoover administration was the Great Depression. The depression, which began during the Hoover administration with the stock market 
crash on October 29, 1929 created an air of hopelessness in the U.S. Homelessness and joblessness rates rose on account of the crash, and almost everyone 

suffered from the financial crisis. Lives were ruined, industries toppled, banks closed, and almost every trace of the Gay Twenties vanished with the crash, 
sending the nation into a depression which extended into social as well as financial aspects of life.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Hoover administration:  

o Russian-American Vladimir Kosma Zworykin patented the iconoscope, the first television transmission tube, in 1923, and filed a patent for a color 

tube in 1925. As director of RCA's electronics research laboratory, he demonstrated the first practical tube in 1929.  

 
 

FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
Born January 30, 1882 in Hyde Park, New York 
Previous experience: Public official, lawyer, governor 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice Presidents: John N. Garner, Henry A. Wallace, Harry S. Truman 
Term of office: March 4, 1933- April 12, 1945 

Died April 12, 45 

Nickname: FDR 



Family: Wife Eleanor ; Sons James, Elliot, and Franklin Delano Jr. 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He learned the basics from a series of private tutors.  

 Roosevelt attended Groton from 1896-1900.  

 He was a student at Harvard from 1900-1904.  

 From 1904-1907, Roosevelt studied law at Columbia Law School. He did not graduate from law school, however, because he chose to 
drop out after being accepted into the bar in 1907.  

o Occupations:  

 He joined the law firm of Carter, Ledyard, and Milburn in 1907 after being admitted to the bar.  

 As a New York State Senator from 1911-1913, he emerged as a leader in the Democratic revolt against Tammany Hall.  

 Roosevelt was the Assistant Secretary of the Navy from 1913-1920. He proposed expansion of the navy, drew up war contingency plans as 
early as 1913, and was among the early advocates of U.S. entry into WWI. He was also the director of the mining of the waters between 

Scotland and Norway. He resigned his post in 1920 to accept the Democratic Vice-Presidential nomination.  

 He practiced law in New York City in partnership with D. Basil O'Conner beginning in 1924.  

 As Governor of New York from 1929-1933, Roosevelt eased credit to hard-pressed farmers and created a Temporary Emergency Relief 
Administration to aid the growing numbers of unemployed. He reduced the workweek for women and children to 48 hours, he increased 

workmen's compensation, and he restricted use of the labor injunction.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of Franklin D. Roosevelt:  

o 1932: While Hoover blamed foreign nations for the depression, Roosevelt looked for solutions. He created a brain trust to analyze the causes of the 

depression and to create possible solutions. While Hoover proposed solutions and was just as supportive of a balanced budget, Roosevelt also 
advocated immediate relief for unemployed. Because of this, Roosevelt won 57% of the popular vote and 89% of the electoral vote. As had happened 

in 1928, most urban populations voted Democrat.  

o 1936: Due to his actions in his first term, Roosevelt once again swept the election, carrying every state except Maine and Vermont. Landon, the 

Republican nominee, and the minor party candidates did not provide adequate opposition.  

o 1940: Roosevelt had already told the Democrats he would not run for reelection, but at the convention it was announced that Roosevelt would run for 

a third term. The Republican opponent was Wendell Wilkie, a formerly unknown anti- New Deal Democrat who gained popularity for his pro- war 

opinions. He attacked Roosevelt for a lack of military preparedness, an attack which Roosevelt deflected by increasing the military. Wilkie's other 
stand, the concept that the New Deal had interfered with business and not helped the economy, was not accepted by the public. For lack of a clear 

stand, Wilkie lost the election and Roosevelt became the only President ever to serve a third term.  

o 1944: Roosevelt was seen by the public as a tired old man, which may have cost him the election if his opponent, Dewey, had not been viewed as a 
small and dull man. With image not a consideration, Roosevelt won by a slim majority of popular votes, and once again a landslide in the electoral 

college. It was the urban vote which placed Roosevelt in the White House for a fourth term.  

 FDR's major political opponents were:  

o 1932: Herbert C. Hoover, Republican; Norman Thomas, Socialist.  

o 1936: Alfred M. Landon, Republican; William Lemke, Union Party; Norman Thomas, Socialist; Earl Browder, Communist.  

o 1940: Wendell L. Wilkie, Republican.  

o 1944: Thomas E. Dewey, Republican.  

 Major domestic happenings of the Roosevelt administration:  

o Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn into office as the 32nd President of the United States on March 4, 1933.  

o 13 million Americans were unemployed at the time of Roosevelt's inauguration, which occurred in the midst of the greatest depression the country 

had ever known.  

o On March 5, 1933, FDR called a special session of Congress and proclaimed a four-day national bank holiday starting on March 6 because, the day 
before FDR's inauguration, the nation's banking system collapsed as millions of panicky depositors tried to withdraw savings that the banks had tied 

up in long-term loans.  

o FDR began instituting the New Deal, an unprecedented program of direct federal relief and economic regulation which encompassed many of the acts 
passed and agencies created during FDR's presidency, in early 1933.  

o The Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933 sought to reduce crop surpluses and boost prices by paying farmers cash subsidies to limit production. The 

funds to pay the subsidies were derived from a tax on processors of farm products. Although the idea of paying farmers not to grow crops was 

ridiculed in some circles, the program substantially raised national farm income.  

o To aid the depressed Tennessee Valley, the Tennessee Valley Authority, established in 1933, harnessed the floodwaters of the Tennessee River and its 

tributaries for conversion to electricity. With its range covering 41,000 square miles in 7 states, the TVA also practiced soil and forest conservation, 

along with the manufacturing of fertilizers at Muscle Shoals, Alabama. Within a few years, the TVA had developed into one of the nation's leading 
utilities.  

o The National Industrial Recovery Act, signed by FDR on June 16, 1933, was the cornerstone of the New Deal. It created the Public Works 

Administration, under the leadership of Interior Secretary Ickes, which provided grants-in-aid to states and cities for large construction projects. It also 

created the National Recovery Administration, led by Hugh Johnson, to revitalize business. The NRA suspended the Antitrust laws to foster greater 
cooperation among businesses on the road to recovery, making price fixing legal. In return, the NRA made participating businesses promise to 

improve working conditions and wages, reduce the workweek, end child labor, and recognize labor unions. Although successful at first, the NRA was 
eventually said to be a fosterer of monopoly.  

o The Gold Repeal Resolution of 1933 took the U.S off of the gold standard so that monetary policy could be used to combat the depression by issuing 

more currency.  

o The 20th amendment, known as the lame duck amendment, was ratified on February 6, 1933.  

o The 21st amendment, which repealed the 18th, or prohibition, amendment, was ratified on December 5, 1933. The repeal of the 18th Amendment, 

however, did not revoke other laws in effect on the regulation of licenses and on taxes related to the liquor industry. The primary intent of the 21st 

Amendment was to end federal bans against the manufacture, sale, transportation, importation, and exportation of intoxicating beverages.  

o The Civilian Conservation Corps was established in 1933 as a New Deal program to combat unemployment in the United States during the 
Depression of the 1930s. Unemployed, unmarried young men were enlisted to work on conservation and resource-development projects such as soil 

conservation, flood control, and protection of forests and wildlife. Enrollees were provided with food, lodging, and other necessities, and were given a 

small monthly salary.  

o On June 16, 1933, congress adopted the Farm Credit Act, establishing the Farm Credit Administration, an independent agency of the U.S. 

government. The FCA regulates, coordinates, and examines the institutions comprising the Farm Credit System, a nationwide system of banks and 

associations that exist to make loans to farmers, ranchers, and agricultural cooperatives.  



o The Securities and Exchanges Commission was established in 1934. This agency was created to correct abuses that had lead to the stock market crash 

of 1929. Virtually all stocks and bonds traded on the exchanges were to be registered with the SEC, and the SEC was authorized to set margin 
requirements and otherwise regulate securities transactions on the exchanges.  

o The Federal Communications Act of 1934 replaced the Federal Radio Commission with the Federal Communications Commission, and it transferred 

some of the Interstate Commerce Commission functions to the FCC.  

o In 1934, the Trade Agreements Act was passed, authorizing reciprocal tariff reductions.  

o On June 12, 1934, congress adopted the Farm Mortgage Moratorium Act.  

o Francis Everett Townsend proposed and helped publicize a controversial old-age assistance plan during the Depression of the 1930s. He suggested 

that all retirees over the age of 60 should receive $200 a month to be spent within the month, the funds to come from a national sales tax. In 1934 he 

established Old Age Revolving Pensions, Ltd., a loose organization of local clubs that within 2 years numbered 7,000, with a total membership of 
about 1.5 million.  

o In 1934, Huey Long gained a large following while in the Senate through his advocacy of the "share-our-wealth" plan. By imposing high taxes on the 

rich, he promised to provide every family with a $5,000 homestead allowance and a guaranteed annual income of at least $2,000. His popularity soon 
rose to the point that he was considered a possible third-party candidate as an opponent of FDR's New Deal.  

o The Indian Reorganization (or Wheeler-Howard) Act, a major reform of U.S. policy toward American Indians, was enacted by Congress on June 18, 

1934 as a result of a decade of criticism of conditions on the reservations. It forbade the further allotment of tribal lands to individual Indians, 

authorized the purchase of additional lands for Indians, created a revolving-credit fund to be used for tribal enterprises, encouraged Indian groups to 
adopt written constitutions providing for limited self-government, gave Indians preference for positions in the Bureau of Indian Affairs, and invoked 

strict conservation practices on Indian lands.  

o Democrats won a large number of seats in Congress in the Congressional elections of 1934, retaining Democratic control of both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate.  

o A Roman Catholic priest, Charles Edward Coughlin, broadcast a weekly radio program that drew millions of listeners across the United States during 

the 1930s. A vehement critic of the New Deal, he called for monetary inflation and the nationalization of banks, he denounced President Franklin 
Roosevelt's policies, and, in 1934, he organized the National Union for Social Justice.  

o On April 8, 1935, the Emergency Relief Appropriation Act was adopted. Under its provisions, the Works Progress Administration was created to 

sponsor employment projects. Although critics charged that the WPA amounted to a mere "make-work" scheme, the program found useful 

employment for those with a wide range of skills, and WPA employees created numerous public facilities.  

o On May 27, 1935, in the Supreme Court Case of Schechter Poultry Corp. v. United States, which arose when the Schechter brothers of New York 

City, who received live chickens from outside the state and sold them locally, were convicted of violating National Industrial Recovery Act codes in 

several respects, the Court ruled unanimously that the NIRA was unconstitutional, holding that Congress lacked the power to regulate businesses in 
the manner that the NIRA regulated business.  

o Following the Supreme Court's invalidation of the National Industrial Recovery Act, the Wagner Act, sponsored by Senator Robert F. Wagner, was 

passed. The act established labor's right to organize and bargain collectively through representatives of their own choosing, and it barred employers 
from discriminating against union members or attempting to interfere with or dominate unions. It also required management to bargain in good faith 

with union representatives. The act established the National Labor Relations Board to settle disputes arising from the act and jurisdictional disputes 

among the unions.  

o The Glass-Steagall Act of 1933 established the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation, which guaranteed the savings of bank depositors, separated 

commercial from investment banking, regulated the interest that banks could pay on time deposits, and increased the power of the Federal Reserve 

Board.  

o The Social Security Act of 1935 created the modern Social Security network. It provided retirement income for those over the age of 65, financial 
assistance for the aged needy, disability and unemployment insurance, and survivors' benefits.  

o Huey Long, a Senator and third-party presidential hopeful, was assassinated in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on September 8, 1935. He died on September 

10.  

o On November 9, 1935, John L. Lewis formed the Committee for Industrial Organization within the American Federation of Labor. The CIO was first 

formed to organize workers in mass-production industries, which had few unions at that time.  

o In the 1936 case of United States v. Butler, the U.S. Supreme Court declared the Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1933 unconstitutional. Butler, the 

receiver for Hoosac Mills, a cotton processor that refused to pay the tax imposed by the AAA, was sued by the government and ordered to pay. 
Speaking for the majority of the Court, Justice Owen Roberts declared the law unconstitutional on the ground that Congress was levying a tax not for 

the general welfare but for local regulation. According to Roberts, the power granted in the Constitution to collect taxes extended only to national as 

distinguished from local matters, whereas agricultural production was essentially under control of the states. Roberts also cited the 10th Amendment 
as a limit on Congress's delegated powers in that it prohibits Congress from invading the reserved powers of the states.  

o Franklin D. Roosevelt was sworn into office for his second term on March 4, 1937.  

o In February 1937, the United Auto Workers sit down strikes ended with agreements between the General Motors and Chrysler managements.  

o Angered over the Supreme Court's invalidation of much of his early New Deal legislation, FDR sought to pack the Supreme Court in his favor 
through the passage of a bill enabling him to appoint one new justice, up to a maximum of six, for every sitting justice of 70 years age or older with at 

least 10 years service. The plan drew heated protest from all sides (it even drew some protest from Roosevelt's supporters), but the bill died in 

Congress with the death of its primary sponsor, Senator Joseph Robinson.  

o In the 1937 case of the National Labor Relations Board v. Jones & Laughlin Steel Corporation, the Supreme Court declared that the commerce clause 

of the U.S. Constitution (Article I, Section 8) granted the federal government power to regulate all business that has an effect on interstate commerce, 

regardless of whether the effect is direct or indirect. The Court's sweeping interpretation of the commerce clause enabled Congress to regulate nearly 

every aspect of the U.S. economic system. Writing for the 5-4 majority, Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes upheld the constitutionality of the 

National Labor Relations Act and ordered the reinstatement of ten employees discharged by the steel corporation for union activity.  

o On July 22, 1937, the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act was adopted by Congress. The act created the Farm Security Administration, which 

superseded the Resettlement Administration, and the act established a loan program which enabled tenants and others to acquire farms.  

o In 1937, a business recession began which would last through 1939.  

o In 1938 the American Federation of Labor (AFL) broke into two distinct unions when the Congress of Industrial Organizations (CIO) was expelled 

from the AFL. The conflict between the two federations was largely over whether the mass-production industries were to be organized along 

industrial or along craft lines. The leadership of the CIO included John L. Lewis of the United Mine Workers, David Dubinsky of the International 
Ladies' Garment Workers Union, Sidney Hillman of the Amalgamated Clothing And Textile Workers Union, and Charles Howard of the International 

Typographical Union.  

o On June 25, 1938, FDR signed the Fair Labor Standards Act into law. The act set minimum wages and maximum workweeks for businesses engaged 
in interstate commerce to come into effect over a period of eight years.  

o On June 24, 1938, Congress adopted the Pure Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act, which required the labeling of ingredients on packages of cosmetics, 

drugs, and food, and which provided penalties for the mislabeling and false advertising of these products.  

o The Second Agricultural Adjustment Act, passed in 1938, sought to stabilize farm income with the creation of an "ever normal granary," through 

which the government would, in times of surplus, loan money to farmers and store their surplus, and, in times of shortage, government would sell 

back their sold surplus in exchange for a repayment of their loans.  



o Near the end of 1938, statistics showed that there were 10.4 million unemployed in the United States, down 2.6 million from 1933 at the beginning of 

FDR's presidency.  

o In 1939, when the Daughters of the American Revolution denied Marian Anderson access to Washington's Constitution Hall for a concert, Eleanor 

Roosevelt arranged for her concert to be performed on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial, where she sang before an audience of 75,000.  

o The Burke-Wadsworth (or Conscription) Act of 1940 was created in anticipation of the War in Europe. It established the first peacetime draft.  

o On June 28, 1940, the Smith (or Alien Registration) Act was adopted. In addition to providing for the registration of aliens, the act made it illegal to 

belong to any organization that favored forcibly overthrowing the government of the United States.  

o March on Washington Movement (1941)- Although wartime production provided many new jobs, blacks were being systematically excluded from 

them. In protest A. Phillip Randolph, President of the brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, proposed a march on Washington. Thousands of blacks 

prepared to march, but Roosevelt feared Communists would use this as an opportunity to infiltrate the movement. He said that if the march was 
canceled, he would submit to the demands. The result was Executive Order # 8802, which established the Fair Employment Practices Committee.  

o Fair Employment Practices Committee Established (1941)- This was established by Executive Order # 8802. It was a step in the Civil Rights 

movement.  

o National War Labor Board Established (1942)- This was created to settle labor disputes. It was nicknamed the Supreme Court for Labor Disputes. By 

the end of WW II, it had settled 18,000 labor disputes and cut production time lost to strikes by two thirds.  

o Internment of Japanese (1942)- The US government arrested and imprisoned 110,000 citizens of Japanese descent for no crime. It was supposedly on 

the grounds that they were a threat to national security, but no sabotage was committed by Japanese. Of those imprisoned, 70,000 were born in the US 
and had never even seen Japan.  

o War Production Board Established (1942)- This board was assigned to convert domestic factories into military factories. Silk clothing factories began 

making parachutes, automobile factories began making tanks and airplanes, and the Coca- Cola company began packaging gunpowder.  

o Manhattan Project Established (1942)- This was the program that invented the Atomic Bomb. It cost $2 billion. The test bomb was dropped in 

Alamagordo, New Mexico. This project was so secret that president Truman was unaware until one month after he became president.  

o War Disputes Act (1943)- This gave the President the power to seize and operate any factory necessary for the war effort in the event of a strike. It 

also gave the NWLB the authority to settle labor disputes.  

o Race Riots (1943)- In the summer of 1943, there were 250 race riots in 47 cities. The worst was in Detroit, where 25 blacks and 9 whites were killed. 

Mobs of whites randomly attacked blacks afterwards, and a city councilman suggested penning blacks up in ghettos.  

 Major foreign affairs events that occurred during Franklin D. Roosevelt's administration:  

o Good Neighbor Policy Announced (1933)- In his inaugural address, Roosevelt declared that the US would not intervene in Latin America. This was 

put in writing at the 1933 Pan-American Conference.  

o Tidings-McDuffie Act (1934)- This act stated that the Philippines would be fully independent on July 4, 1946. It was the end of a long struggle by the 

Philippinos for independence.  

o Platt Amendment abrogated (1934)- As part of the Good Neighbor Policy, the Platt amendment was eliminated. That amendment had made Cuba a 

US protectorate, restricting its ability to make treaties or trade agreements. The US kept a Naval Base in Guantanamo Bay.  

o First Neutrality Act (1935)- This act declared that the US could not ship arms to either side of a conflict once it had been recognized as such by the 

President. Roosevelt wanted the right to determine the aggressor and only restrict trade to them, but that idea was rejected by Congress.  

o Pan- American Conference (1936)- At this conference in Buenos Aires, the US pledged non- intervention.  

o Cash and Carry Neutrality Act (1937)- This act stated that when a nation was involved in a conflict, they must pay for all US goods with cash and 
carry them away with their own ships. It also forbade US citizens to travel on belligerent ships.  

o WW II begins (1939)- World War 2 officially began when Hitler invaded Poland. He believed that Poland should be part of Germany as it was before 

World War 1. The offensive involved massive air strikes, heavy use of panzer (high speed tanks) divisions, and large numbers of infantry. This 

invasion was called Blitzkrieg, or lightning war, due to the speed of the attack. Russia moved quickly, and took control of the eastern half of Poland to 
keep it from German control.  

o Neutrality Act of 1937- This lifted the arms embargo and allowed shipment of arms to the Allies.  

o France signs Armistice with Germany (1940)- After a brutal offensive, France gave in to Germany. This was a devastating blow to the Allies.  

o Four Freedoms address by FDR (1941)- This address claimed that there were four basic freedoms that a government should protect. Freedom of 

expression, freedom of worship, freedom from want, and freedom from fear. These were incorporated into the Atlantic charter, but critics claimed 

they were vague and meaningless.  

o Lend Lease Act (1941)- This suggested loaning arms to the now broke British. $7 billion was appropriated for loans, but $50 billion was paid to the 
Allies by the end of the war.  

o Hitler attacks USSR (1941)- Due to the Russian occupation of eastern Poland, Germany attacked the USSR. This division of his forces cost Hitler the 

war. If he would have continued to attack England, he could have won. But when he needlessly sent a large portion of his army to the eastern front, he 
no longer had the strength to defeat the British. And despite victories, the Germans were turned back at Moscow and then Stalingrad, continuing the 

tradition Russia holds for repelling invaders.  

o Atlantic Charter (1941)- This agreement was between the US and Great Britain, outlining their plan for world peace. It stated that governments should 

follow 8 principles: Renunciation of territorial aggression, no territorial changes without consent of the governed, restoration of sovereign rights, 
access to raw materials by all nations, world economic cooperation, freedom from fear and want, freedom of the seas, and disarmament of aggressors.  

o Pearl Harbor (1941)- The US had 75 warships stationed at Pearl Harbor in Oahu, Hawaii. Japanese carriers launched an attack which lasted 2 hours 

and 10 minutes. 18 US ships and 200 US aircraft were hit. 2400 men died, 1300 were wounded, and 1000 were missing. The Japanese lost 100 men, 
29 aircraft, and 5 midget submarines. At this point, the US entered the war. After a series of naval defeats, the US began to win at the Battle of 

Midway. The US proceeded to take control of many Japanese possessions in the South Pacific, and eventually used nuclear warfare to defeat the 

Japanese.  

o Corregidor surrenders to Japanese (1942)- Corregidor, a strategic point in the Philippines, was forced to surrender after the fall of Bataan.  

o Battles of Bataan, Coral Sea, Guadalcanal (1942)- After losing in Manila, US troops retreated to the Bataan peninsula in the Philippines. They held 

out for three months before surrendering. The subsequent movement of prisoners was called the Bataan Death March, as famine and cruel treatment 

caused the deaths of 10,000 prisoners.  

o Allies invade Africa (1942)- The Allied forces invaded North Africa and stopped the German forces there at the Battle of El Alamein. This eventually 

led to the German defeat in North Africa.  

o Invasion of Italy (1943)- The Allies invaded Italy, and after an offensive took control. This cost Germany an ally, and took Hitler one step closer to 

defeat.  

o Cairo Conference (1943)- This was a meeting of Allied leaders in Cairo, Egypt.  

o Tehran Conference (1943)- The Allied leaders met here and decided the strategy for attacking Germany.  

o D-Day (1944)- Eisenhower led this massive invasion of the Normandy region of France. 1 million allied troops and 5000 allied ships fought 10 panzer 

divisions and 50 infantry divisions. After 5 days of bombardment, paratroopers, and ground warfare; 16 Allied divisions were in Normandy.  

o France is Liberated (1944)- After the Normandy Invasion, Allied troops routed the Germans from France. Combined with the other defeats, the Allies 

had eliminated all German occupations and territories outside Germany.  

o Dumbarton Oaks Conference (1944)- This meeting in Washington DC eventually led to the foundation of the United Nations.  



o Yalta Conference (1945)- At this conference, the Allies agreed that nothing short of unconditional surrender would be accepted from Germany. 

Russia was ordered to declare war on Japan 90 days after the German surrender, and would in exchange be given all territory that Japan had taken 
from Russia. The Allies also agreed to meet a year later in San Francisco for a United Nations conference. Although a German occupation plan was 

drafted, no permanent peace provisions were made.  

 
 

HARRY S TRUMAN 
Born May 8, 1884 in Lamar, Missouri 
Previous experience: judge, Senator, Vice President 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: Alben W. Barkley 
Term of office: April 12, 1945-January 20, 1953 

Died December 26, 1972 

Nickname: Man from Independence 
Family: Wife Elizabeth; Daughter Margaret 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He graduated from Independence High School in 1901.  

 Upon deciding on a career in politics, Truman enrolled in Kansas City Law School in 1923. He graduated in 1925.  

o Occupations:  

 He was a timekeeper for a railroad contractor from 1901-1902.  

 He was a mailroom clerk at the Kansas City Star from 1902-1903.  

 Truman was a clerk at the National Bank of Commerce in Kansas City from 1903-1904.  

 He was a bookkeeper at the Union National Bank in Kansas City from 1904-1906.  

 In 1906, Truman returned, at his fathers request, to help out at the family farm near Grandview, Missouri.  

 He served in the Missouri National Guard from 1905-1911.  

 He rejoined in May 1917, upon U.S. entry into WWI. Truman served with the 129th Field Artillery from August 1917-May 1919. During 

this time he rose from the rank of lieutenant to major, and during this time he was neither wounded nor decorated.  

 With the backing of the political machine of Thomas J. Pendergast, Truman was elected Judge of the Eastern District of Jackson County, 

Miss. in 1922. He cut waste, reduced the county debt, and improved roads. He remained at that post until 1924, when he was elected out of 
office.  

 In 1926, he was elected presiding judge of Jackson County. During his time in office, he won bond issues for the construction of roads, a 
county hospital for the elderly, and a new courthouse. He also cut deadwood from the county payroll and curbed expense-account abuse. 

He resigned his post in 1934.  

 As a U.S. Senator from Missouri from 1935-1946, Truman was loyal to the Roosevelt administration. He consistently voted for New Deal 
programs, and he even stood by the Roosevelt administration through FDR's controversial plan to pack the Supreme Court. He helped draft 

the Civil Aeronautics Act to regulate the airline industry, and he helped draft the Transportation Act of 1940 which strengthened the 
regulatory powers of the ICC. He generally supported pro-labor legislation, and he pleased blacks with votes for anti lynching laws, a law 

to end poll taxes, and a law to establish a Fair Employment Practices Committee. As the chairman of the Special Committee to Investigate 

the National Defense Program, Truman received national attention for his investigation from 1941-1944 that exposed $15 billion waste in 
the military-industrial complex.  

 Truman reluctantly accepted the Vice-Presidential nomination in 1944 as the running-mate of FDR, going for his fourth term. Being a 
typical vice-president, he was not privy to many things, including atomic bomb development or other vital matters, but he was instrumental 

in winning Senate confirmation of Henry A. Wallace as commerce secretary, and he cast the tie-breaking vote in the Senate against an 

anti-administration proposal that would have dismantled the Lend-Lease program after the end of the war. His Vice-Presidency ended on 
April 12, 1945 when he was sworn into office as President of the United States upon FDR's death in office.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1948:  

o Early in the campaign, most people figured that Truman would lose.  

o Truman's strength was undermined on the left by Progressive Henry Wallace and on the right by Dixiecrat Strom Thurmond.  

o In some states, votes for Thurmond and Wallace tipped the state to Dewey.  

o Truman labeled the 80th Congress the "Do-Nothing Congress" and condemned the Republican majority for failing to enact reforms recommended in 
their own platform. He warned that the true aim of the GOP was to dismantle the New Deal, he spoke out against the Taft-Hartley Act (which Dewey 

generally supported), and he called for a national health insurance program (which Dewey opposed).  

o Dewey, who was confident of victory, campaigned on a theme of national unity and vaguely promised an end to the waste and inefficiency of the 

previous 16 years of Democratic rule.  

o Labor turned out for Truman, his desegregation of the armed forces helped his standing with blacks, and his pledge for higher farm price support 

helped his standing in the agricultural Midwest.  

o Most political statisticians predicted Dewey the winner, but in the end it was Truman who clinched the election, winning California and Ohio to 
ensure his victory.  

 Truman's major political opponents were:  

o Thomas E. Dewey (Republican)  

o Strom Thurmond (States' Rights (Dixiecrat))  

o Henry A. Wallace (Progressive)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Truman administration:  

o Harry S Truman was sworn into office as the 33rd president of the United States on April 12, 1945 after the death in office of Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt.  

o In the elections of 1946, Republicans took over the majorities of both houses of Congress, flipping both the Senate and the House from a Democratic 

majority to a Republican majority.  

o A Democratic Congress rejected most of Truman's proposals from 1945-46, but it accepted his Employment Act of 1946, which directed the president 

to follow economic policies that would "promote maximum employment, production, and purchasing power," and which was significant because it 
established the Council of Economic Advisers, though the act failed to guarantee full employment. The Council of Economic Advisers consists of 

three economists appointed by the president, who designates one of them as chairman. The council advises the president on economic policies, 

although it often shares this function with other presidential advisors in and out of government. With the aid of its staff, the council also prepares the 
president's annual economic report to Congress.  



o The Atomic Energy Commission, established in 1946 to oversee civilian uses of nuclear power, sponsored research on a host of reactor concepts that 

led to the birth of the civilian industry. The commission succeeded the Manhattan Engineer District of the Army Corps of Engineers, created during 
World War II to develop the atomic bomb.  

o The National Security Act of 1947 established both the National Security Council (NSC) whose purpose was to advise the president on national 

security matters, taking into consideration the nation's domestic, foreign, and military policies and its resources for carrying out those policies, and the 

Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), one of several organizations responsible for gathering and evaluating foreign intelligence information vital to the 

security of the United States.  

o Judith Gehrman was born on November 22, 1949.  

o On July 18, Truman signed a new Presidential Succession Act which designated the speaker of the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate 
as next in succession after the vice president.  

o The Taft-Hartley Act, passed over Truman's veto, curbed labor rights provided by the Wagner Act of 1935. Sponsored by Senator Robert A. Taft and 

Representative Fred A. Hartley, the bill outlawed closed shop, ensuring workers' rights not to join a labor union, it empowered the attorney general to 

secure an injunction of 80 days in strikes affecting the national health or safety, and it barred unions from contributing to political campaigns.  

o On June 5, 1947, Secretary Marshall presented a plan for economic recovery in Europe. The plan was presented to sixteen nations (the USSR and its 

satellites refused to participate) at a conference held from June 12-15. During this conference, a committee was appointed that estimated four-year aid 

requirements at $22.4 billion.  

o On June 25, 1948, President Truman signed the Displaced Persons Act, authorizing the immigration to the United States of 205,000 displaced 

persons.  

o Harry S Truman was reelected for a second term as President of the United States on November 2, 1948. On June 24, 1948, President Truman signed 

the Selective Service Act, which required all men between the ages of 18 and 25 to register for military service.  

o On January 21, 1950, Alger Hiss, a former official of the State Department, was convicted of perjury for his denial of charges of espionage.  

o Playing off of national fears of a Communist government, Sen. Joseph McCarthy claimed to have a list of 205 suspected Communists in the State 

Department. Although he failed to ever produce any evidence regarding his claims, he rose to prominence on the issue, denouncing the Roosevelt and 

Truman administrations for "20 years of treason."  

o On February 26, the 22nd amendment to the Constitution, limiting the maximum Presidential tenure to two terms, was adopted.  

o The McCarran Internal Security Act of 1950, sponsored by Senator Patrick A. McCarran, represented a congressional effort to eliminate suspected 

Communist subversion within the United States. The act provided that Communist-front and Communist action organizations must register with the 
U.S. attorney general. It denied their members employment within the federal government or its defense industries and the right to use U.S. passports. 

Other provisions extended the statute of limitations for espionage, arranged for emergency detention of those likely to commit espionage or sabotage, 

and created a Subversive Activities Control Board for the purpose of determining whether organizations and individuals were Communist. The statute 
was passed over Truman's veto.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Truman administration:  

o On August 6, 1945, Truman, who had only learned of the development of the atomic bomb upon the death in office of FDR, and despite his personal 

fears regarding the atomic bomb, ordered an atomic strike on Hiroshima, Japan in order to avoid the deaths of hundreds of thousands of Allies in the 

invasion of Japan. 250,000 died within a year on account of the blast. When Japan refused to surrender, Truman ordered a second strike three days 
later, on August 9, 1945, to be made on Nagasaki, Japan. Japan sued for peace the next day and formally surrendered on September 2.  

o The Potsdam Conference, which led to the Potsdam Agreement, was held July 17 to Aug. 2, 1945, at Potsdam, Germany, and was the final Allied 

summit meeting of World War II. Delegations were led by U.S. President Harry S. Truman, Soviet leader Joseph Stalin, and British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchhill, whose place was later taken by his successor, Clement Attlee. The conference dealt with issues arising from the defeat of 
Germany and the war against Japan. The conference agreed on a machinery for drafting peace treaties with Italy and the minor Axis nations and 

solidified plans for the military occupation of Germany. It agreed upon German disarmament and the punishment of leading Nazis as war criminals. 

The USSR renewed a pledge to declare war against Japan. The USSR and the Western nations disagreed on several major issues: the amount of 

German reparations, the ultimate boundaries and political unification of Germany, the future governments of Eastern Europe, and Soviet demands in 

the Mediterranean region.  

o The United Nations Charter was formally adopted by 50 nations at the San Francisco Conference in 1945.  

o In 1945, Spurning the isolationism that guided U.S. policy in the wake of WWI, Truman led the United States in helping to create the United Nations. 

The UN assembled for the first time in London in October 1946.  

o WWII ended with the surrenders of Germany and Japan in 1945. Germany surrendered in May 1945, and with that in mind the Allies began to close 

in on Japan. After the droppings of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, Japan sued for peace and formally surrendered on September 2, 
1945.  

o On July 4, 1946, President Truman proclaimed the independence of the Philippine Islands.  

o With the end of WWII, the Soviet Union set out to install Communist regimes in countries occupied by the Red Army and in neighboring lands where 
a communist minority might exploit postwar confusion to bring about Communism. With this in mind, Truman enunciated a doctrine concerning 

possible Communist occupation of European countries: "I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are 

resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures." Truman's doctrine was the basis for Congressional appropriations for aid 
to Greece and Turkey.  

o With the end of the British mandate in Palestine, Jews proclaimed the formation of the Jewish state of Israel. The United States quickly recognized the 

existence of the new nation.  

o From 1948-1949, the United States undertook jointly with Great Britain a massive airlift of more than 2 million tons of supplies to West Berlin to 
break a Soviet blockade of the city.  

o To form a united front against future soviet aggression, the United States in 1949 lead in the establishment of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

(NATO), a military alliance of the U.S., Portugal, Luxembourg, France, Belgium, Great Britain, Italy, the Netherlands, Denmark, Iceland, Norway, 
and Canada. Under Truman, the U.S., with NATO, sought not to liberate countries already in the grip of Communism, but to stop its spread, adopting 

a so-called policy of containment.  

o Truman listed four things to be done during his administration that, he believed, would usher in a new era of peace and freedom. His fourth point, 

which overshadowed the other three, was to pursue "a bold new program for making the benefits of [the United States'] scientific advances and 
industrial progress available for the improvement and growth of underdeveloped areas." The Point Four Plan marked the beginning of the U.S. 

commitment to provide technical assistance to Third World nations in Latin America, Asia, and Africa.  

o U.S. attempts to mediate the conflict in China between Communists and Nationalists failed, and in 1949 the Red forces of Mao Tse-tung succeeded in 
driving Chiang Kai-shek and the Nationalists off the mainland and onto Formosa.  

o The Korean War was begun in June 1950 when South Korea was invaded by North Korean Communist forces. The beginning of the war represented 

the collision of the Sino-Soviet impulse to extend Communism and the U.S. policy of containment. Truman soon won a UN mandate to expel North 
Koreans from South Korea, and from September-October 1950, the UN launched a counteroffensive (made up 90% of South Koreans and Americans) 

under Gen. Douglas MacArthur.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Truman administration:  



o Jack (Jackie) Roosevelt Robinson, known for being Major League Baseball's first black player in modern times, was an athlete of outstanding 

physical skills and a burning, single-minded desire for victory. One of the game's most aggressive competitors, Robinson joined the Brooklyn 
Dodgers of the National League in 1947 at the age of 28 and helped lead the team to 6 World Series appearances in 10 years.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Truman administration:  

o In October 1952, the U.S. detonated the first hydrogen bomb at Eniwetok in the Marshall Islands. Truman had authorized its development.  

 

 

DWIGHT DAVID EISENHOWER 
Born October 14, 1890 in Denison, Texas 

Previous experience: Military leader, college president 
Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Richard M. Nixon 

Term of office: January 20, 1893-January 20, 1961 
Died March 28, 1969 

Nickname: Ike 

Family:  Wife Marie; Son John 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He attended West Point Military Academy from 1911-1915.  

 From 1928-1929, Eisenhower attended the Command and General Staff School at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, where he graduated first out 
of a class of 275.  

 He attended the Army War College from 1928-1929  

o Occupations:  

 Eisenhower was commissioned second lieutenant in 1915 upon graduation from West Point, and assigned to the Nineteenth Infantry at 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas. He was promoted to lieutenant in 1916 and captain in 1917.  

 He remained stateside as an instructor, organizer, and commander during WWI. During the war he rose to major and then to lieutenant 
colonel.  

 He resumed the rank of captain after the war, and he was promoted to major in June 1920.  

 From 1921-1922 he was a tank commander.  

 He was assigned to the Panama Canal Zone from 1922-1924.  

 He was a special assistant to the assistant secretary of war from 1929-1932.  

 He served as Gen. Douglas MacArthur's senior military assistant in the Philippines from 1935-1939. While there he was promoted to 
lieutenant colonel.  

 He worked in various positions within the military from 1939-1941, during which time he was promoted to brigadier general.  

 Soon after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Eisenhower was summoned to Washington to become assistant chief in charge of war 

plans. He rose from this position to become chief of general staff's operations division, commander of U.S. forces in Europe, Allied 
commander in charge of specific operations, and finally Supreme Allied commander. He was promoted to five-star general of the army in 

December 1944, and it was from this post that he directed the final assault on Germany and accepted their surrender at Rheims. In 

November 1945 he returned to the United States to become army chief of staff.  

 He resigned from the army in February 1948.  

 As President of Columbia University from 1948-1950, Eisenhower, who had little in his background to prepare him for this position, 
served mostly as a figurehead.  

 He was the Supreme Commander of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization from 1951-1952.  

 The major issues and events of the elections of Eisenhower:  

o Election of 1952:  

 Eisenhower vowed to "clean up the mess in Washington."  

 Republican literature bashed the Democratic party for "Corruption, Communism, and Korea."  

 Both Eisenhower and Stevenson drew fire from Senator Joseph McCarthy.  

 Eisenhower won favor by promising to go to Korea to break the deadlock in peace negotiations in elected.  

 "I Like Ike" was the most famous of the campaign slogans.  

o Election of 1956:  

 Stevenson faced an uphill battle against the popular incumbent.  

 The Democrats' strongest issue was the state of Eisenhower's health following his heart attack.  

 Stevenson called for an end to the draft in favor of an all-volunteer army, as well as a halt to the atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons.  

 Eisenhower opposed Stevenson's positions on both issues as threats to national security.  

 Stevenson coined the phrase "quality of life" during the campaign.  

 Republicans sought to regain the black vote which had been lost with FDR's New Deal.  

 The Suez Crisis erupted late in the campaign, reinforcing the idea of a need for experience in the White House during a time of 
international crisis.  

 Eisenhower's major political opponents were:  

o Election of 1952: Adlai E. Stevenson (Democrat)  

o Election of 1956: Adlai E. Stevenson (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Eisenhower administration:  

o Dwight D. Eisenhower was sworn into office as the 34th president of the United States on January 20, 1953.  

o On March 30, 1953, a joint resolution of Congress approved the establishment of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare. Oveta Culp 

Hobby was named its first secretary.  

o In 1955, when the AFL and the CIO merged into the AFL-CIO, the divisive issue that had originally broken the CIO from the AFL had lost much of 

its force, and the two merged because a need was felt for unity in the face of anti-union legislation and a slowdown in union growth.  

o Dwight D. Eisenhower was sworn into office for his second term on January 20, 1957.  

o Alaska was admitted into the union as the 49th state by congress in 1958, (though it was only formally brought into the union on January 3, 1959.)  



o The Labor-Management Reporting and Disclosure Act of 1959, also known as the Landrum-Griffin Act, undertook to "eliminate or prevent improper 

practices on the part of labor organizations, employers, labor relations consultants and their officers or representatives." It was enacted after extensive 
congressional investigation into union racketeering, especially in the Teamsters Union.  

o Hawaii was admitted into the union as the 50th state on August 21, 1959.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Eisenhower administration:  

o The Korean War ended in 1953. As Eisenhower had promised, upon his election, president-elect Eisenhower went to Korea to revive the stalled peace 

talks. Under the terms of the Armistice signed at Panmunjom in July 1953, the two Koreas were separated by a demilitarized zone created at the 38th 

parallel, roughly similar to the boundary that existed before the war. The war was seen as proof that the UN could be counted on to resist aggression 
and that modern warfare could be conducted without resort to nuclear weapons.  

o A treaty signed in Manila in 1954 by the United States, Great Britain, Pakistan, France, the Philippines, Australia, New Zealand, and Thailand created 

the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO), a defensive alliance. SEATO was meant to shelter the Asian signatories in addition to Cambodia, 
Laos, and South Vietnam under a special protocol. The signatories pledged collective action in case of external aggression or internal subversion 

against any one of them, as well as economic cooperation, but the priority was always on anti-Communist and military measures. SEATO's creation 

had been urged by U.S. Secretary of State John Foster Dulles in the wake of the 1954 French defeat in Indochina by Communist forces.  

o West Germany was admitted into the North Atlantic Treaty Organization in 1954.  

o By 1954, both the U.S. and the USSR had achieved Hydrogen-Bomb capabilities.  

o From July 18-23, 1955, the heads of government of the United States, Great Britain, France, and the U.S.S.R. attended a summit conference in 

Geneva. The four countries, known as the Big Four, discussed Germany, the security of Europe, and various disarmament proposals, but they came to 
no agreements. The Big Four foreign ministers, who met in Geneva from October 27 - November 16, came to no agreements either.  

o The Suez Crisis of 1956 developed when Great Britain, France, and Israel retaliated against Egypt for nationalizing the Suez Canal. Egyptian 

president Gamal Abdel Naser, angered by the withdrawal by the United States and Great Britain of an offer to finance the Aswan High Dam project, 

nationalized the canal on July 26. The British government, which held nearly half the shares in the Suez Canal Company, tried to block that move. 
Together with France, which resented Egyptian aid to Algerian rebels, and Israel, Britain planned to take over the canal. Israel launched a strike 

against the Sinai Peninsula on October 29. The next day Britain and France demanded that the combatants withdraw 16 km from the canal and then 

attacked Egypt from the air when it refused. On November 5, Anglo-French troops landed near Port Said. Egypt's Arab neighbors did not come to its 

aid, but the USSR threatened to retaliate with nuclear weapons. The United States, working through the United Nations, demanded a cease-fire. A 

cease-fire was put into effect on November 6, and a supervisory police force established by the United Nations took over on Mar. 7, 1957.  

o In a message to Congress on January 5, 1957, Eisenhower laid out a proposal that came to be known as the Eisenhower doctrine. He proposed that the 

U.S. should use armed force to aid any nation in the Middle East that requests its assistance against Communist aggression. Congressional approval 

was obtained in a joint resolution on March 7.  

o The Berlin crisis, which began in 1959, ushered in a new round of Soviet-American confrontations which were riskier than previous ones because 
both sides possessed nuclear weapons.  

o On May 5, 1960, Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev announced that a U.S. U-2 plane used for photographic reconnaissance was shot down outside 

Soviet territory on May 1. Initially the U.S. declared that the plane's purpose was weather observation, but the announcement on May 7 of the capture 
of the pilot leads to an acknowledgement that the flight's objective was intelligence. On May 11, Eisenhower acknowledged that similar flights had 

been undertaken over the previous four years.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Eisenhower administration:  

o Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas, was decided on May 17, 1954. In it, Linda Brown had been denied admission to an elementary 

school in Topeka because she was black. Brought together under the Brown designation were companion cases from South Carolina, Virginia, and 
Delaware, all of which involved the same basic question of whether the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment prohibited racial segregation 

in the public schools. In a brief, unanimous opinion delivered by Chief Justice Earl Warren, the Court declared that "separate education facilities are 

inherently unequal" and that racial segregation violates the equal protection clause of the 14th Amendment. In a moving passage, the chief justice 

argued that separating children in the schools solely on racial grounds "generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that may 

affect their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone."  

o Rosa Parks instigated the Montgomery, Ala., bus boycott of 1955-56 by refusing to give up her seat on a city bus to a white passenger as required by 

city law. Although she was the secretary of the local branch of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), Parks 
acted alone. Her defiance and the successful boycott, which cost her livelihood until she moved to Detroit in 1957, inspired later challenges to racial 

segregation.  

o On August 29, 1957, Congress adopted the Civil Rights Act of 1957, which provided penalties for the violation of voting rights and created the Civil 
Rights Commission.  

o From September 2-4, 1957, Governor Orval Faubus employed units of the Arkansas National Guard to prevent the integration of Central High School 

in Little Rock. On September 25, a federalized National Guard and United States Army units sent by the President escorted nine black students to 
school.  

o In 1960, a large string of sit-ins, nonviolent protests held by blacks at white establishments, primarily in the south, began breaking ground toward true 

non-segregation. One of the more famous protests was carried out by four black college students from North Carolina A&T who held a sit-in at a 

Woolworth store in Greensboro, N.C.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Eisenhower administration:  

o In 1957, the U.S.S.R. launched the Sputnik 1, the first artificial earth satellite.  

o The first U.S. satellite, the Explorer 1, was launched in 1958.  

o The St. Lawrence seaway which Canada and the United States began construction on in 1954, was opened in 1959.  

 
 

JOHN F. KENNEDY 
Born May 29, 1917 in Brookline, Massachusetts 
Previous experience: Congressman, Senator, author 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: Lyndon B. Johnson 
Term of office: January 20, 1961-November 22, 1963 

Assassinated November 22, 1963 

Nickname: JFK 
Family: Wife Jacqueline; Sons John and Patrick; Daughter Caroline 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He attended Choate prep school from 1931-1935.  

 During the summer of 1935, he attended the London School of Economics.  

 He enrolled in Princeton University in the fall of 1935, but a reoccurrence of jaundice forced his withdrawal in December.  



 He went to Stanford University from 1936-1940.  

 He studied briefly, 1940-1941, at Stanford Business School.  

o Occupations:  

 Kennedy served in the navy from 1941-1945 during World War II, rising from the rank of ensign to lieutenant.  

 He worked briefly as a journalist following his discharge from the navy.  

 Kennedy served as a U.S. Representative from Massachusetts' Eleventh District from 1947-1953. While in the House, Kennedy maintained 
a moderately liberal voting record and he was on the House Education and Labor Committee. He remained aloof of party structure, and he 

won a reputation as something of an iconoclast, and he caused waves in the house when he lashed out against the American Legion.  

 He served in the U.S. Senate from 1953-1961. He served on the Government Operations Committee, the Labor and Public Welfare 
Committee, the Foreign Relations Committee, and the Joint Economic Committee. He consistently voted for pro-labor legislation, he was 

critical of Cold War diplomacy (especially Secretary of State John Foster Dulles), and he warned of the "Red tide of Communism" 
threatening Southeast Asia.  

 The major issues and events of the election of 1960:  

o The dominant issues were the economy and the Communist challenge.  

o "Let's get America moving again" was Kennedy's main theme.  

o Nixon, referring to Kennedy's youth and limited experience, warned that the presidency was no place for on-the-job training.  

o Nixon forbade his staff to raise the issue of JFK's religion, but still some worried whether Kennedy could keep his secular duties separated from his 
religious affiliations.  

o Kennedy was aided by a well-organized voter registration drive lead by Rep. Frank Thompson, who sent some 200,000 volunteers into working-class 

and minority neighborhoods. F  

o From August 29 - September 9, Nixon laid on his back recovering from a knee infection that resulted when he banged his knee on a car.  

o 215 million people saw Kennedy or Nixon on the television, and the televised debates between Nixon and Kennedy drew an audience of 70 million. 

Nixon probably lost the election during these debates because, not only was he a less proficient speaker, he also didn't look as good, leading to a 

stronger pull for Kennedy.  

 Kennedy’s major political opponent was Richard M. Nixon (Republican)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Kennedy administration:  

o John F. Kennedy was sworn into office as the 35th president of the United States on January 20, 1961.  

o The Twenty-Third Amendment to the Constitution of the United States was ratified in 1961. It gave residents of the District of Columbia the right to 

vote in presidential elections.  

o The Alliance for Progress, proposed by JFK, was a $100 billion program for the economic and social development of Latin America in the 1960s. The 

alliance was formally inaugurated on Aug. 17, 1961, at Punta del Este, Uruguay, by a treaty between the United States and 19 Latin American 

countries, excluding Cuba. Although some accomplishments were achieved in health, education, housing, and economic growth, the program 
generally failed to meet its expectations.  

o By this time Kennedy was thinking ahead to the presidential campaign of 1964. In order to promote harmony between warring factions of the 

Democratic party in Texas, he traveled there in November 1963. While driving in a motorcade through Dallas on November 22, he was shot in the 
head and died within an hour. President Johnson appointed the Warren Commission to investigate the assassination. It concluded that the killer, acting 

alone, was 24-year-old Lee Harvey Oswald. No motive was established.  

 Major foreign policy changes of the Kennedy administration:  

o The Peace Corps was established in March 1961 as an agency of the State Department to enlist volunteers in teaching and providing technical 

manpower to underdeveloped countries. Kennedy appointed R. Sergeant Shriver as its first director. Some 85,000 Americans served in the corps over 

the next 20 years.  

o The Bay of Pigs invasion of April 1961 was an unsuccessful attempt by about 1,500 Cuban exiles, organized and financed by the U.S. Central 

Intelligence Agency (CIA), to topple the revolutionary regime of Fidel Castro in Cuba. In March 1960, President Dwight D. Eisenhower approved a 
CIA plan to train the exiles for an invasion of Cuba, and by autumn they were receiving military instruction in Guatemala. The exiles landed at the 

Bay of Pigs, on Cuba's southwestern coast, on Apr. 17, 1961. The operation was a disaster. News of the attack had leaked out in advance, and 

Kennedy had decided not to permit U.S. air support for the invaders. A general uprising, which the CIA had believed would be sparked by the 
landing, failed to materialize. Castro's forces blocked the exiles from moving inland, and by April 19 they had been crushed. The 1,200 survivors were 

captured. In December 1962, Castro released the prisoners in exchange for $53 million worth of U.S. drugs and food.  

o With the aim of preventing East Germans from seeking asylum in the West, the East German government in 1961 began constructing a system of 

concrete and barbed-wire barriers between East and West Berlin, named the Berlin Wall.  

o Kennedy sent military advisers to South Vietnam in 1962, though he refused to commit U.S. combat forces to the region, to help with the overthrow 

of the Diem regime and to help out against Communist guerrillas.  

o The Cuban Missile Crisis occurred in October 1962, after U.S. intelligence reconnaissance flights verified reports that the USSR was constructing 

launching sites for medium-range and intermediate-range nuclear missiles on the island of Cuba. The USSR apparently hoped to achieve a more 
favorable balance of power, to protect the Cuban Communist government of Fidel Castro, to gain greater diplomatic leverage vis-à-vis the United 

States, to damage U.S. credibility, and to achieve greater influence in Latin America. JFK rejected military advice for a full-scale surprise attack on 
Cuba and instead delivered a public ultimatum to the USSR on October 22. He declared a quarantine, or naval blockade, of Cuba and demanded 

withdrawal of all offensive missiles. After nearly two weeks of unprecedented tension, the Soviet government of Nikita Khrushchev yielded. 

Kennedy, in return, agreed to refrain from attempting an overthrow of Castro's government. Despite this concession, all sides regarded the outcome as 

a substantial victory for the United States, and Kennedy won a reputation as a formidable international statesman. The USSR began a long-term effort 

to strengthen its military capability, but in the immediate future both nations sought to relax hostilities.  

o In July 1963, the U.S., the Soviet Union, and Great Britain agreed to end atmospheric testing of nuclear weapons. Although underground testing was 

allowed to continue, the ban on nuclear explosions greatly reduced the danger from radioactive fallout. Eventually the treaty was ratified by more than 
100 other nations, with the notable exceptions of Red China and France.   

 Major social changes that occurred during the Kennedy administration:  

o In the early 1960s, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) organized the Freedom Rides, in which mixed racial groups rode buses throughout the 

South in an eventually successful effort to force desegregation of interstate buses and their terminals and restaurant facilities.  

o Betty Friedan became the founding mother of contemporary feminism in the United States after publishing The Feminine Mystique in 1963. In this 
influential work, she isolated the "housewife syndrome" and stated that, contrary to what psychiatrists, sociologists, and advertisers maintained, 

women must have opportunities for fulfillment beyond those provided by marriage and motherhood. She has campaigned for reforms that would end 

both subtle and overt discrimination against women.  

o In August 1963, the Rev. Martin Luther King, Roy Wilkins, and others lead 200,000 peaceful demonstrators in a freedom march in Washington, 

where King delivered his famous "I Have a Dream" speech.  

o Major inventions and technological advances made during the Kennedy administration:  



o In February 1962, John Glenn became the first American in orbit, placing NASA one step closer to the goal Kennedy had set: to get an American on 

the moon before the end of the decade.  
 

 

LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
Born August 27, 1908 in Stonewall, Texas 

Previous experience: public official, Vice President 

Political Party: Democratic 
Vice President: Hubert H. Humphrey 

Term of office: November 22, 1963-January 20, 1969 

Died January 22, 1973 
Nickname: LBJ 

 Family: Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Graduated from Southwest Texas State Teachers College, 1930.  

o Occupations:  

 Taught high school in Houston, 1930-1931.  

 U.S. Congressional aide, 1931-1935.  

 Texas State Director of National Youth Administration, 1935-1937.  

 Democratic U.S. Representative from Texas, 1937-1942.  

 Naval officer during WWII, 1942-1946.  

 U.S. Senator, 1948-1960. Senate minority leader in 1953, then became majority leader when the Democrats regained control of the Senate 
in 1955. Helped pass first civil rights legislation since the Civil War in 1957.  

 Vice President under JFK, 1960-1963.  

 Major issues and events of the elections of Lyndon B. Johnson:  

o There were no prominent issues in Johnson's first presidency. He assumed the presidency upon JFK's death.  

o 1964: Civil rights, Vietnam, Social Security, and the Tennessee Valley Authority were the dominant issues in this election. Johnson's opponent, Barry 

Goldwater, suggested that Social Security be made voluntary, the TVA be abolished, and that nuclear weapons be used in Vietnam. Goldwater also 

voted against the Civil Rights bill in 1964. This lost him a considerable amount of moderate Republican votes. Despite the fact that Johnson lost 
Southern votes for supporting civil rights, he still won by a landslide.  

 Johnson's major political opponents were:  

o 1963: None  

o 1964: Barry M. Goldwater (Republican)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Johnson administration:  

o Lyndon B. Johnson becomes 36th President of the U.S. upon JFK's death, Nov. 22, 1963.  

o Economic Opportunity Act launches War on Poverty (1964): as promised in his inaugural address, Johnson begins his War on Poverty with the 

allocation of almost $1 billion to the new Office of Economic Opportunity to fight poverty through increased employment and training programs. The 
act also appropriated $375 million to help cities improve mass transit systems, established a system to protect federal wildlife areas, and raised the 

salaries of all government officials. Later programs included the Job Corps, which taught job skills to young people; Project Head Start and Upward 

Bound, which helped poor students, and Volunteers in Service to America, which was a domestic Peace Corps.  

o Civil Rights Act (1964): outlawed discrimination on the basis of color, race, religion, sex, or national origin in both public accommodations and 

employment. The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission was established, the government was given the ability to deny funds to public 

agencies that discriminated because of race, and the attorney general could end school segregation and guarantee voting rights.  

o Amendment 24 Ratified (1964): allowed all Americans to vote in all national elections, without having to pay any poll taxes.  

o Johnson begins second term; "Great Society" domestic plan announced (1964): an extension of his "War on Poverty," Johnson's "Great Society" plan 

was more legislation aimed at improving the quality of American life, keep the economy growing, and end poverty and discrimination. And with the 

Democratic victories in the Congressional elections, most of the legislation could be passed.  

o Voting Rights Act (1965): allowed the attorney general to supervise voting registration in areas where less than half of the minority residents of voting 

age were registered.  

o Medicare Established (1965): a two-part plan insuring all Americans over 65 against medical and hospital bills. The first part provided basic health 
coverage, with social security paying for the majority of the hospital or nursing home costs, and the patient paying for the rest. The second part was a 

voluntary, inexpensive health insurance plan for individuals covered by social security.  

o Department of Housing and Urban Development (1965): created by the national housing act and given $7.5 billion to: increase funds for slum 

clearing, urban renewal, and public housing projects; fund federal urban planning and beautification projects; authorize the government to subsidize 
rent payments for low-income families, and provide grants for improving run-down properties.  

o Elementary and Secondary Education Act (1965): provided federal aid to public education in the forms of Project Head Start, which prepared low-

income preschoolers for elementary school, and Upward-Bound, which helped low-income high school students go to college.  

o Amendment 25 Ratified (1967): allowed the Vice President to become President should the President be incapacitated; allowed the new President to 

appoint a new Vice-President, with the approval of both houses of Congress; also allows the Vice President/President pro tempore of the Senate to 

assume the presidency temporarily should the President be unable to be President  

 Major foreign affairs events of the Johnson administration:  

o Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (1964): following the bizarre "attack" of the USS Maddox, Congress passes this resolution which gave the President the 
ability to use any military actions he deemed necessary to retaliate against North Vietnamese aggression.  

o Escalation of the war in south Vietnam (1965): with the Vietcong's attack of the U.S. airfield in Pleiku, South Vietnam and the death of nine 

Americans in February, Johnson ordered an air attack of North Vietnam. Later on, Operation Rolling Thunder - the sustained bombing of Korea above 

the 17th parallel - was initiated.  

o U.S.S. Pueblo captured by North Korea (1968): a U.S. intelligence ship captured. After 11 months, the crew of 82 was released.  

o Tet Offensive (1968): on Tet, the Vietnamese celebration of the lunar year, Vietcong forces attacked South Vietnam, seizing many cities and even the 

American Embassy. Although American and South Vietnamese forces regained most of the land and the battle was considered an American victory, 

Americans began to wonder if it were possible that they could lose the war.  

o My Lai Massacre (1968): not revealed until 20 months after the fact, this was the American massacre of more than 200 unarmed Vietnamese civilians, 

mostly women and children.  

o Vietnam bombing scaled-down (1968): on a nationally televised address in March, Johnson tells the public that he scaled down the bombing of 
Vietnam and that he would not seek a second term. In May, he ordered Peace talks to begin between N. Vietnam and the U.S. in Paris.  



 Major social happenings of the Johnson administration:  

o Bombing of Birmingham's 16th St. Baptist Church (1963): organized by an FBI informant who was a member of the Klan, this bombing of an 

African-American church led to an upsurge in racist violence during the summer of 1964.  

o Beatles Perform in U.S. (1964): performing on the Ed Sullivan Show, this British rock group begins the Beatle-mania craze that dominated American 
music for quite a while. Younger Americans quickly appreciated the Beatles, while their parents did not.  

o Mississippi Freedom Summer (1964): college-aged volunteers from the North joined SNCC and CORE field workers to establish "freedom schools," 

which taught African-American History to African-American children.  

o Race Riots Occur in many Northern Cities (1964): in Harlem and Rochester New York as well as some cities in New Jersey, unprovoked beatings of 
blacks by white officers spark numerous riots in black neighborhoods. Blacks complained of "the force of the white world;" whites wondered why 

blacks were rioting during a time of major civil rights improvements.  

o Malcolm X Assassinated (1965): the militant Black Muslim leader who warned of the "white devil," X was murdered by his own followers in 
Harlem's Audubon Ballroom for being too militant. Despite changing his views regarding whites and the nonviolent civil rights movement, Malcolm 

X was seen as too radical.  

o Civil Rights March from Montgomery to Selma, Ala. (1965): African-Americans, hoping to gain first-class citizenship by gaining the right to vote, 

march through Alabama with members of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party.  

o Anti-War Protests Begin (1965): Teach-in protests begin in many universities. In April, 25,000 people march on the White House. In October, the 

National Committee to End the War in Vietnam instigates more than 80,000 demonstrations. The general American question was What purpose did 

the war serve?  

o Watts Riot in L.A. (1965): infuriated with their joblessness, lack of opportunity, and police brutality, blacks looted white-owned stores, set fires, and 

threw rocks at the police. The police responded with violence, and 34 were killed in all.  

o Stokely Carmichael calls for Black Power (1965): the chairman of the SNCC, Carmichael suggested the black assertion of power; the elections of 

their own official and the creation of their own institutions; over King's non-violent dream of integration. By 1967, both the SNCC and CORE 
supported Carmichael's ideas.  

o National Organization for Women created (1966): the least radical of all the women's rights groups, NOW battled for equal footing with men by 

lobbying for equal rights laws.  

o Black Panthers founded (1966): the militant black group that wanted to destroy white power along with capitalism, the Panthers also provided 

breakfast, free health-care, and African-American history lessons to ghetto children. Perhaps the most frightening aspect of the Panthers was that 

white middle-class children agreed with them.  

o Race Riots Continue-Notably in Newark and Detroit (1967): 26 people die in Newark, New Jersey as the result of a black battle with police and the 
U.S. army. In Detroit, 43 die in a race riot one week after the Newark occurrence.  

o Martin Luther King assassinated (1968): by white guy James Earl Ray, in Memphis. Rioting ensued in 168 cities and towns, with 34 blacks and 5 

whites dying. Maryland Governor Spiro Agnew denounced Baltimore's black leaders for being unable to control their people, and Chicago Mayor 
Richard Daley ordered police to shoot arsonists.  

o Student protest escalates with the seizure of Columbia University (1968): SDS members, notably Mark Rudd, start a student protest against the 

school's new construction program. The list of grievances quickly include the school's role in the nation's defense program and the fascism of the 

faculty. The students take over the university, and only after a brutal police "invasion" and the arrest/beating of the protesting students was peace 
restored.  

o Robert Kennedy Assassinated (1968): a major civil rights leader who was the front- running Democratic Presidential candidate and had the support of 

blacks and Hispanics, Kennedy was shot in an L.A. hotel by Arab nationalist Sihran Sihran, who hated Kennedy for his support of Israel.  

o Violence at the Democratic National Convention in Chicago (1968): the Democratic party was split over the war issue, and numerous anti-war 

protesters, including members of the Youth International Party (Yippies), traveled to Chicago to protest the war. Chicago police, aided by National 

Guardsmen and the Army, attack the protesters on national television. Inside the convention, speakers put aside their speeches and denounced the 

tactics used by Mayor Daley.  

o Radical Feminists Picket Miss America contest (1968): crazy women picket the contest, auctioning off Miss America effigies and dumping fake 

eyelashes, curlers, and Playboys into their "freedom trash can" to protest the popular role of women as sex objects.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Johnson administration.  

o Liquid-Crystal Display (LCD) (1964): George Heilemeier creates this method of displaying objects that makes digital watches and portable video 

games possible.  

o CAT Scanner (1968): American Allan Cormack and Brit Godfrey Hounsfield work simultaneously independent of each other on this medical scanner 

that uses a rotating x-ray transmitter and receiver to take "cross-section" views of the body.  

 
 

RICHARD M. NIXON 
Born January 9, 1913 in Yorba Linda, California 
Previous experience: Lawyer, Congressman, Senator, Vice President 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice Presidents: Spiro T. Agnew, Gerald R. Ford 
Term of office: January 20, 1969-October 9, 1974 

Died April 22, 1994 

Nickname: Tricky Dick 

Family: Wife Thelma; Daughters Patricia and Julie 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Graduated second in his class from Whitter College, 1934.  

 Graduated third in his class from Duke University Law School, 1937.  

o Occupations:  

 Practiced law in Whitter, California, 1937-1942.  

 Served as a supply officer in the South Pacific for the U.S. Navy, 1942-1946. Left with the ranking of lieutenant commander.  

 U.S. Representative from California, 1946-1950. Gained national recognition for his role in the House Un-American Activities Committee 
and the Hiss trial.  

 U.S. Senator from California, 1950-1952. Criticized for his labeling of opponent Helen Gahagan Douglas as "Pink Lady" for her 
Communist sympathies.  

 Vice President under Eisenhower, 1952-1960. Almost lost the Vice-Presidential nomination after a rumor of his accepting $18,000 for 
"political funds" was spread, but his televised "Checkers" speech saved his career. As Vice President, Nixon traveled to many foreign 

countries, and even got into an impromptu debate with Nikita Khrushchev that made the front pages of the newspapers.  



 Lost the Presidential election to Kennedy in 1960.  

 Lost to Governor Edmund G. Brown in the 1962 California gubernatorial election.  

 Practiced law in New York, 1962-1968.  

 Political party: Republican  

 Major issues and events of the elections of Richard Nixon:  

o 1968: The war in Southeast Asia was the major issue in this. Both Nixon and his opponent Hubert ######## supported the perpetuation of the War, 

and third-party candidate George Wallace suggested the use of nuclear weapons on North Vietnam. But Nixon's victory was a victory for 

conservatism, with Nixon beating the liberal, welfare-supporting ########.  

o 1972: This was bizarre. With the major Democratic candidates removed from the race because of accidents, scandals, and an assassination attempt, 
the Democrats nominated George McGovern. McGovern campaigned ineptly, spurring fears of the U.S. as a second-rate power with his proposal to 

lower national defense expenditures by $30 billion. Meanwhile, Nixon was establishing his reputation as a diplomat with televised trips to China and 

the U.S.S.R., and his aides successfully planted the rumor that the Vietnam War was almost over.  

 Nixon's major political opponents were:  

o 1968: Hubert H. Humphrey (Democrat) and George C. Wallace (American Independent)  

o 1972: George S. McGovern (Democrat) and Jimmy G. Schmitz (American)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Nixon administration:  

o Richard Nixon becomes 37th President of the U.S., 1969.  

o Nixon "Silent Majority" Speech (1969): in reference to the rather raucous war protesters on college campus, Nixon referred to their parents, the more 

conservative, pro-war taxpayers that got him into office. The fact that Nixon and other conservative candidate George Wallace received a majority of 

the vote gave credence to the existence of this "silent majority."  

o Environmental Protection Agency is Established (1970): fueled by the literature of Rachel Cardon, Paul Ehrlich, and Barry Commoner, the protests of 

Greenpeace against nuclear testing, and the 1969 oil spill in Santa Barbara, California, Congress creates this agency to improve the environment and 

Nixon reluctantly accepts it. Also passed in 1970 was the Clean Air Act.  

o Amendment 26 Ratified (1971): allows all U.S. citizens 18 years old and older to vote.  

o Nixon's New Economic Program (1971): adopting a Keynesian policy, Nixon drew up a budget with a built-in deficit of $23 billion, $2 billion less 

than the all-time high for 1968-1969. Nixon also suspended the convertibility of the dollar of the gold, allowing the value of the dollar to "float" in 

international markets. And to curb inflation, Nixon set wages, prices, and rents for a ninety-day period with a set limit on how much they could 
increase afterwards.  

o New Federalism initiated (1972): Part of Nixon's economic plan, this program gave federal money to the states to use as the states saw fit.  

o Revelation of Watergate scandals begins (1972): on June 17, police arrested 4 men breaking into the Democratic National Committee's office in the 
Watergate apartment-business complex. The men were planting bugs in the phones and taking photographs of Democratic files. One of the men was 

James W. McCord, a former CIA committee who was security coordinator of CREEP. The other 3 were anti-Castro Cubans from Miami who worked 

for the CIA. Two other men were part of the break-in but weren't captured; E. Howard Hunt, an ex-CIA member turned CREEP security chief and G. 
Gordon Liddy, an ex-FBI member and a member of the White House Staff.  

o Senate Passes Equal Rights Amendment (1972): this amendment guaranteed equality of all rights under the law, regardless of sex. The amendment 

went to the states for ratification, but protest made the amendment die in 1983, when it ran out of time to get the amount of votes for ratification.  

o John Mitchell resigns as chairman of CREEP (Committee to Reelect the President) (1972): after the arrest of the Watergate burglars and the 
Democrats filing of a suit against CREEP, Mitchell resigns, denouncing the suit and saying that CREEP had nothing to do with the break-in. 

Meanwhile, Nixon was secretly giving CREEP $460,000 in "hush money" to cover Watergate up.  

o Presidential Candidate George C. Wallace shot in Laurel, Maryland (1972): the adamant supporter of segregation and "law and order" (the 

suppression of riots by any means necessary), Wallace was shot and paralyzed by a "disturbed young man" for no apparent reason.  

o Richard Nixon begins second term as President (1973)  

o Vice President Agnew forced to resign; Gerald Ford takes over as VP (1973): pleading no-contest to charges of income-tax invasion and accepting 

bribes, VP Agnew was forced to resign. Under the provisions of the 25th Amendment, Nixon nominated Gerald Ford, the popular conservative House 
minority leader to replace Agnew.  

o Roe v. Wade (1973): ruled that a woman's right to abort her fetus was protected by the Constitution. Only in the third trimester could a woman not get 

an abortion, and the state's power to regulate abortions was either non-existent or subordinate to the issue of the mother's health.  

o Existence of White House tapes revealed (1973): during the trial of the Watergate burglars and the White House aides, it was exposed that the 
President had directed a cover-up, and one aid confessed that Nixon had a taping system installed in his White House office and that his conversations 

about Watergate were recorded.  

o Saturday Night Massacre (1973): after Nixon appoints Elliot Richardson to the post of Attorney General, Richardson appoints Harvard law professor 
Archibald Cox to the new position of Watergate prosecutor. Cox, with Richardson's support, court orders the White House to hand over the tapes of 

Nixon's conversations. Nixon forces Richardson to resign and orders the next-ranking official to dismiss Cox. The public outcry made Nixon appoint 

a new special prosecutor, Leon Jaworski, who took Nixon to court over the tapes.  

o War Powers Act (1973): passed over Nixon's veto, this act forced the President to consult Congress "in every possible" situation before declaring war. 

The President also couldn't commit troops abroad for more than 60 days.  

o Impeachment Hearings Begin (1974): following the Supreme Court case US v Nixon, which forced Nixon to hand over the White House tapes, the 

House Judiciary Committee agreed to impeach the President on three of five counts: obstruction of justice through the hush money, lying, and 
withholding evidence; defying a congressional subpoena of the tapes; and the use of the CIA, FBI, and the IRS to deprive Americans of their 

constitutional rights to privacy and free speech.  

o President Nixon Resigns (1974): four days after handing over the White House tapes which he knew would incriminate him. Gerald Ford assumed the 
Presidency.  

 Major foreign affairs events of the Nixon administration:  

o My Lai Massacre Revealed (1969): the revelation of the slaughter of 200 Vietnamese civilians, mostly women and children, doesn't occur until now 

because of a military cover-up.  

o 543,000 troops in Vietnam-Nixon begins their withdrawal (1969): the withdrawal, part of the Nixon Doctrine, would take four years, and during that 

time the war continued.  

o Nixon Doctrine (1969): realizing that America could not support all of it’s' commitments overseas, Nixon begins a policy of relying on regional allies 

to contain Communism. This begins with the withdrawal of American troops from Vietnam and their replacement by South Korean troops. Nixon also 

adopted a policy of "jugular diplomacy"; bombing North Korea endlessly in hopes to get Hanoi to surrender. Many Americans protested.  

o Detente Policy Announced (1969): Nixon and foreign policy aide Henry Kissinger create this two-part system to produce world "equilibrium." The 

first part was a detente with Russia; some cooperation with the Soviets through negotiations still under a general air of rivalry. This would allow the 

U.S. to have some control of Soviet expansion and the Soviet build-up of arms. Also, trade with Russia would help the economy. The second part was 
to curb revolutions and radicals in Third World countries to protect U.S. interests. Critics were skeptical.  



o U.S. Troops Invade Cambodia on Nixon's Order (1970): along with South Vietnamese forces, Americans invade neutral Cambodia in search of arms 

depots and enemy forces that they believed were in the country.  

o Lt. William Calley court-marshaled for My Lai Massacre (1971): the ranking officer at the My Lai Massacre, Calley gets court-marshaled for his 

order to fire on the 200 civilians.  

o Pentagon Papers Published (1971): published by the New York times thanks to a leak from former Defense Department member Daniel Elsberg and 

an overturning of Nixon's injunction to prevent the publication, these papers revealed that the U.S. Presidents lied endlessly about the war in 

Southeast Asia.  

o New China Policy Announced (1971): Nixon announces that he wishes to reopen the door in China, in the hopes of creating an ally out of the one-

time Communist threat while bringing Chinese trade and culture back to the U.S. Nixon sent international affairs aide Henry Kissinger to secretly 
hold talks with Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai in July. The next year Nixon himself would go to China.  

o Nixon Visits Communist China (1972): in his attempts to get reelected. After eight days of talks with Mao Tse-tung, Chinese-American relations were 

reopened after 20 years. Both countries agreed to not seek dominance in the Asian Pacific region, and to keep other powers from doing so also. Both 

governments also agreed to reopen trade, improve cultural and scientific relations, and restore full diplomatic relations. Nixon also promised the 
eventual withdrawal of troops from Taiwan and Indochina.  

o SALT Talks (1972): pursuing the detente policy with Russia, the U.S. expanded trade with Russia in 1971. In 1972, American and Soviet officials 

began the Strategic Arms Limitations Talks (SALT). The negotiations turned out a treaty restricting antiballistic missile (ABM) systems. Both sides 
also agreed to a five year freeze on the number of offensive missiles each side could possess. Nuclear arms buildup could still be continued.  

o Arab Oil Embargo (1973): after Arab forces attacked Israel and the U.S. sided with Israel while the Soviets sided with the Arabs, OPEC (the 

Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries) places an embargo on oil to the U.S. in attempts to get the U.S. to change sides. After a year of talks, 

Henry Kissinger got the embargo lifted, but the energy crisis in the U.S. was already exacerbated.  

 Major social happenings of the Nixon administration:  

o Woodstock Festival (1969): 400,000 people traveled to this farm in New York for days of peace, love, drugs and music. Numerous well-respected 

musicians performed there, including the Indian sitarist Ravi Shankhar. People didn't seem to mind the rain, mud, or lack of shelter.  

o Students killed at Kent State and Jackson State Universities (1970): following Nixon's announcement of his sending troops to Cambodia, numerous 

students protest on their campuses. In Ohio, National Guardsmen opened fire on students at Kent State, killing four. Ten days later, policemen and 
highway patrolmen armed with automatic weapons opened fire on a women's dormitory at Jackson State University, an all-black college in 

Mississippi, killing two and wounding nine. The police claimed they were fired upon first, but no evidence was found; the police used no tear gas and 

didn't fire any warning shots.  

o Wounded Knee Incident (1973): Sioux Members of the American Indian Movement (AIM) take eleven hostages and seize a trading post at Wounded 

Knee, the site where their ancestors were massacred in 1890, demanding the rights they were guaranteed in U.S. treaties with the Sioux. After a 71-

day confrontation with federal marshals, the Sioux agreed to turn over the hostages and the trading post while the government agreed to examine the 
treaties made with the Sioux.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Nixon administration.  

o Men Land on the Moon (1969): launched from Kennedy Space Center on July 16, the Apollo 11 landed on the moon successfully on July 20. 

Commander Neil A. Armstrong and pilot Edwin E. "Buzz" Aldrin become the first humans ever to set foot on another celestial body, with Command 

module pilot Michael Collins remaining in orbit around the moon. This was the U.S. victory in the space race, with the U.S. flag reaching the moon 
before the Soviet one.  

o Internet (ARPANET) (1969): Originally intended as a way for academic institutions, research agencies, corporations, the military and the government 

to share information, this means of accessing information via phone lines was created.  

o Electronic Pocket Calculator (1972): Invented by J.S. Kilby and J. D. Merryman, this invention allowed everybody to do really complex calculations 

without worry.  

 

 

GERALD R. FORD 
Born July 14, 1913 in Omaha, Nebraska 

Previous experience: Congressman, Vice President 
Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: Nelson A. Rockefeller 

Term of office: August 9, 1974-January 20, 1977 
Nickname: Mr. Nice Guy 

Family: Wife Elizabeth; Sons Michael, John and Steven 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 He attended the University of Michigan from 1931-1935. He was a pre-law student majoring in economics and political science. He played 
center on the Michigan Wolverines football team during his stay at UM.  

 Upon graduation from UM, he was hired as assistant football coach and head boxing coach at Yale University. Though he intended to 
immediately begin studying law, it was not until 1938 that Yale officials let him into Yale as a student.  

 He received his law degree in January 1941.  

 He was admitted to the Michigan bar in June 1941.  

o Occupations:  

 Upon admission to the bar in 1941, Ford entered into a law partnership with Philip A. Buchen in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He remained in 
this partnership until U.S. entry into World War II.  

 He served in the navy from April 1942 to February 1946, rising from ensign to lieutenant commander and attaining 10 battle stars.  

 After the war he joined the law firm of Butterfield, Keeney, and Amberg in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  

 He was a Republican U.S. Representative from Michigan's fifth congressional district from 1949-1973. At first appointed to the Public 
Works Committee, he gave up his seat on that committee to join the powerful Appropriation Committee in 1951. He rose to prominence on 

the Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, becoming its ranking minority member in 1961. During the Truman administration, Ford 
established a moderately conservative standpoint, internationalist in relation to foreign affairs but conservative on domestic issues. He 

supported the Marshall Plan, Truman's Point Four program, and increases in the defense budget. He opposed repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act 

and a minimum-wage hike. During the Kennedy-Johnson years, Ford drew criticism from black leaders for voting to weaken civil rights 
legislation. He opposed the establishment of Medicare, and denounced the Johnson administration's war on poverty as "a lot of washed-up 

old programs." In January 1965, Ford successfully ousted Representative Charles A. Halleck as House minority leader. In 1967, he 

unleashed a major attack on the Johnson administration's conduct of the Vietnam War, calling on the president to unleash American 
military might and win the war or get out. Ford was one of the Nixon administration's most consistent supporters, on the pursuit of "peace 

with honor" in Vietnam, on retrenchment of federal social welfare programs, and on detente with the Soviet Union and recognition of 

China. He even set aside his long-standing opposition of wage and price controls to endorse the administration's anti-inflation program.  



 Ford was the first vice president appointed under provision of the Twenty-fifth amendment, following Vice President Agnew's resignation 
in October 1973. Vice President Ford defended President Nixon against charges of personal involvement in the Watergate cover-up. At 

12:03pm, August 9, 1974, minutes after President Nixon resigned, Ford was sworn in as president by Chief Justice Warren Burger.  

 Major domestic happenings of the Ford administration:  

o Gerald Ford was sworn into office as the 38th president of the United States on August 9, 1974, following the resignation of President Nixon.  

o President Ford nominated Nelson A. Rockefeller for the vice presidency under the provisions of the Twenty-fifth amendment. Rockefeller was sworn 
in as vice president in December 1974.  

o In September 1974, President Ford granted a "full, free, and absolute pardon" to former president Nixon "for all offenses against the United States 

which he...has committed or may have committed or taken part in" during his term of office. The pardon drew a fire storm of criticism. To those who 

believed that Ford had shown favoritism in pardoning Nixon before he was even indicted while his agents were tried, convicted, and sent to prison, 
Ford responded that the humiliation of resigning the presidency in disgrace was punishment enough, "the equivalent of a jail term," Ford argued.  

o With great fanfare, in October 1974, Ford launched the Whip Inflation Now (WIN) program, complete with WIN buttons. However, the deepening 

recession of 1974-1975 forced him to abandon the program, and stimulate the economy. Ford later conceded that the WIN effort was "probably too 
gimmicky."  

o In separate incidents in September 1975, two women tried and failed to shoot President Ford. On September 5, Lynette "Squeaky" Fomme, tried to 

shoot Ford with a Colt .45, drawn from her thigh holster, on which she squeezed the trigger as Ford went to shake her hand in a crowd outside the 
Senator Hotel in Sacramento. However, the gun failed to fire because, while it contained a clip of ammunition, there was no bullet in the chamber. In 

San Francisco, on September 22, Sara Jane Moore pulled a .38 revolver from her purse and fired one shot at Ford from about 40 feet away. An alert 

bystander spoiled Sara's aim, however, the bullet missed Ford by a few feet, and she was quickly subdued. Both potential assassins were sentenced to 
life imprisonment.  

o President Ford at first refused to lend federal funds to financially strapped New York City. But in November 1975, after the city itself raised taxes and 

cut spending, Ford signed legislation extending $2.3 billion in short-term loans, enabling NYC to avoid default.  

o On Mar. 1, 1974, a federal grand jury indicted seven men, including two of Nixon's closest advisors, John Ehrlichman and H. R. Haldeman, Former 
Attorney General Mitchell, and White House special counsel Charles Colson, for conspiracy to obstruct justice in relation to the Watergate affair.  

 Major foreign policy events of the Ford administration:  

o In April 1975, Communist forces in Vietnam captured the capital of Saigon. By July 1976, the Communists had sufficiently consolidated their gains 

in South Vietnam to unify the two Vietnams into one nation, the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, with Hanoi as its capital.  

o In May 1975, Cambodian gunboats seized the Mayaguez, a U.S. merchant ship en route from Hong Kong to the Thai port of Sattahip, near Poulo Wai 
Island. In a daring rescue two days later, U.S. forces recovered the vessel and all 39 crewmen. In the preparation and execution of the rescue, 

however, 41 Americans were killed.  

 Major social changes that occurred during the Ford administration:  

o In 1976, the United States celebrated its bicentennial with the 200th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  

o The Hyde Amendment, passed by Congress in 1976 severely restricted the use of federal funds for abortions.  

 
 

JAMES E. CARTER 
Born October 1, 1924 in Plains, Georgia 
Previous experience: Naval officer, businessman, state senator, governor 

Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: Walter F. Mondale 
Term of office: January 20, 1977-January 20, 1981 

Nickname: Hot 

Family: Wife Eleanor; Sons John, James, and Jeffery; Daughter Amy 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Graduated from a Georgia high-school in 1941.  

 Spent one year at Georgia Southwestern College and one year at Georgia Institute of Technology.  

 Enrolled in Naval Academy in 1943, entered submarine school in 1948, accepted to the navy's prototype nuclear submarine training 
program in 1952. Resigned in 1953 when his father died.  

o Occupations:  

 Commissioned naval officer, 1946.  

 Ran his family's peanut business upon his father's death, 1953-1962.  

 Elected to the Georgia state senate in 1962, reelected in 1964.  

 Governor of Georgia, 1970-1976.   

 The major issues of the 1976 election were corruption in office as well as international and social affairs. Amid the Watergate scandal, Carter's born-again 
Christian promise of honesty won him the people's trust. Carter was also liberal concerning civil rights, which won him the black vote. Concerning foreign 

affairs, Carter emphasized arms control, non-intervention, and human rights.  

 Carter's major political opponent was Gerald R. Ford (Republican)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Carter administration:  

o Jimmy Carter became the 39th President of the United States in 1977.'  

o Pardons Granted to Evaders of Vietnam War (1977): Carter grants full pardons to the Americans who fled to Canada to avoid being drafted for the 
Vietnam War.  

o Government Spending Program to alleviate unemployment announced (1977): along with a tax cut of $37.5 billion over three years, Carter and 

Congress attempted to agree on a cut on government expenditures to alleviate the recession.  

o Department of Energy Created (1977): with James R. Schlesinger as its' first Secretary, the department employed 21,000 employees and had an 
annual budget over $7 billion in order to solve the nation's energy problems.  

o Civil Service Reform Act (1978): ended automatic job promotions in government jobs based on length of service, making promotions and salary 

increases dependent on performance.  

o Bakke v. University of California (1978): A white man, Allan Bakke sued the University of California after they refused to admit him on the grounds 
that the university was admitting less qualified blacks. The court ruled 5-4 in favor of admitting Bakke, but also ruled that the race of a college 

applicant could be considered "a plus" for the applicant.  

o Accident at Three Mile Island, PA (1979): a struck valve in this nuclear power plant overheated the reactor's core, bringing fears of a meltdown. A 
hundred thousand people were evacuated from the area. Since 96 nuclear reactors were being made and 30 more were on order, this accident brings 

about the desire for more government regulation of nuclear energy.  



o Department of Education Created (1979): with 7000 employees and Shirley M. Hufstedler as its' first Secretary, this department was solely 

responsible for education, with the old Department of Health, Welfare, and Education turning into the Department of Health and Social Services.  

o Inflation continues as consumer prices raise 13.3% (1980): a continuation of the 1979 recession, the inflation was combined with a 7.5% 

unemployment rate, meaning that many Americans were unable to live in comfort.  

o Peacetime draft registration is begun (1980): the Selective Service Act is passed, allowing the peacetime registration of young men (no women) for 

protection against any possible national threat.  

o Prime Rate of Interest at 21.5% (1980): a record high for the rate at which the Federal Reserve loaned money to banks made borrowing money 

difficult.  

 Major foreign affairs events of the Carter administration:  

o Human Rights Policy is Announced (1977): Carter announces to the world that "[U.S.] foreign assistance programs will now reflect more clearly our 

concern for civil rights." The Soviets believed the message was aimed at them, and prior to Carter's announcement the regimes in Argentina, Brazil, 
and Uruguay refused U.S. military aid on account of U.S. criticism of their treatment of their citizens.  

o Panama Canal Treaties (1978): seeing the value of the canal dwindling due to its' being too narrow for newer ships to pass, Carter signs two treaties 

with Panama in 1977; the first gave the canal back to Panama in the year 2000, and the second one allowed the U.S. to defend the canal after that 

time. Many Americans disagreed with these treaties, seeing the Canal Zone as sovereign U.S. property, but the treaties passed the Senate.  

o Camp David Accords (1978): after a personal meeting with Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian President Anwar El-Sadat, Carter 

produces a treaty in which Israel agrees to withdraw from the Sinai peninsula. Other Arab countries were infuriated with Israel's not relinquishing the 

Golan Heights and the West Bank, as well as the treaty's not guaranteeing a Palestinian homeland. A year later, Israel formally withdrew from Sinai.  

o U.S.-China diplomatic recognition finalized (1979): the U.S. and the People's Republic of China officially open diplomatic relations and exchange 

ambassador. This meant that all relations with the Nationalist Chinese government in Taiwan were cut off. Many attacked this alliance with a 

Communist threat along with the Panama treaties as Carter's "selling out."  

o SALT II Talks (1979): a new nuclear arms treaty is created between the U.S. and the Soviet Union. Both nations could have no more than 2,250 
delivery vehicles (ICBMs, SLBMs, etc.), but no limit was placed on nuclear warheads. Critics attacked the treaty as impossible to enforce and not 

enough to control the arms race, and Carter tried to appease these critics by announcing the giving of delivery devices to NATO members in western 

Europe. Though the treaty was shelved for the Afghanistan incident, both sides eventually agreed to it.  

o Soviet Union Invades Afghanistan (1979): the Soviets send military aid to the faltering Communist government under attack by Muslim rebels. Carter 

shelves the SALT talks, and suspended shipments of grains and high-technology to Russia. The CIA also got involved in the ordeal, but none of this 

got the Soviets out of Afghanistan.  

o Iranians storm U.S. Embassy in Teheran and seize hostages (1979): still angered at the U.S. support of their shah as well as the CIA's training of his 

secret police and the U.S.'s infusion of arms to Iran, rebels under Ayatollah Ruhollah Komeini attack the shah. When the shah is admitted to the U.S. 

for medical care, the rebels seize the U.S. Embassy, demanding the shah be returned for trial. Carter refused to return the shah, and the rebels freed a 

few hostages, but kept 52 for beatings, parades, and mockeries of the U.S. Despite the U.S.'s severing of all relations with Iran, nothing good 
happened.  

o Boat People flee Vietnam (1979): numerous Vietnamese refugees, hoping to escape the Communist government, pack themselves onto boats, seeking 

refuge in the U.S. The refugees were greeted with mixed feelings, as the U.S. saw it was their responsibility to accept the refugees after bombing the 
hell out of Vietnam. But as usual, white collar workers protest the influx of new cheap labor.  

o Carter Doctrine (1980): in an attempt to protect Middle-East oil interests, Carter announces that the U.S. would intervene unilaterally in any Middle-

East country under a Soviet Communist threat.  

o Attempt to rescue Iranian hostages fails (1980): in a daring attempt to improve his approval, Carter issues a military mission to save the hostages. The 

mission fails, due to equipment failures on the Iranian desert. During the "escape," two American aircraft collided in a sandstorm, killing 8 soldiers. In 

protest, Secretary of State Cyrus Vance resigned. The hostages weren't freed until 1981, when the U.S. reopened relations with Iran and promised not 

to intervene in their affairs.  

o U.S. Announces boycott of summer Olympic games (1980): in response to the Soviet military's presence in Afghanistan, the U.S. boycotts the 

Olympic games in Moscow. No other country entered the boycott, and the Soviets stayed in Afghanistan.  

 Major social happenings of the Carter administration:  

o "Roots" by Alex Haley serialized on TV (1977): the television series which showed in graphic detail the history of a black family from slavery to 

freedom.  

o Resurgence of Christian Fundamentalism (1977): a return to more conservative practices, like family values, less sex in entertainment, etc. The 

Conservatives also attacked the social welfare system, initiating ceilings for taxes and expenditures on the state level.  

o Jim Jones cult mass suicide in Guyana (1978): The mass suicide of more than 900 members, mostly U.S. citizens, of the religious cult following 

James Warren Jones. The members of Jonestown poisoned themselves upon Jones' command. Kool Aid any one?  

o Moral Majority established by Jerry Falwell (1979): the radio-TV minister from Lynchburg, Virginia forms a new conservative religious party, which 

quickly gained over two million members. Falwell's party formed its' own newspaper, bought daily time on 140 radio stations, and formed the basis 

for the conservative backing for future president Reagan.  

o Women Graduate from U.S. military academies for first time (1980): enrolled in 1976, the first women ever allowed into the U.S. Military Academy 

graduated in 1980.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Carter administration.  

o Trans-Alaska Pipeline Opens (1977): to alleviate the nation's oil crisis thanks to OPEC, the U.S. built this pipeline through Alaska to tap Arctic oil 

resources in the Purdhue Bay. The pipeline was 800 miles long, and had special earthquake-proof supports for where it passed over a fault near Miller 
Creek.  

o Apple II (1977): the first mass-produced, preassembled PC, engineered by Steve Wozniak and marketed by Steve Jobs, made computers practical for 

homes, schools, and small businesses.  

o Positron Emission Tomography (1978): the PET Scan, invented by American Louis Solokoff, took cross-section x-rays. This was good for finding 
tumors.  

o Jarvik-7 Artificial Heart (1978): the first artificial heart for permanent use is patented by American Robert K. Jarvik.  

o Compact Disc (1979): patented by Dutchman Joop Sinjou and the Japanese Toshidata Doi of the Sony Company, the compact disc became the 

medium for storing music in the mid-80s.  

o Voyager II space vehicle photographs Jupiter (1979): a fully automated vehicle, the Voyager first got into Jupiter's orbit, taking pictures and then 

sending them back to earth. The Voyager then went to other planets.  

 
 

RONALD W. REAGAN 
Born February 6, 1911 in Tampico, Illinois 
Previous experience: actor, union official, governor 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: George H.W. Bush 



Term of office: January 20, 1981-January 20, 1989 

Died June May 2004 
Nickname: Dutch 

Family: Wives Jane (divorced) and Nancy; Sons Michael and Ronald Jr.; Daughters Maureen and Patti 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Graduated from Eureka College in Illinois, 1932. Was active in sports and drama.  

o Occupations:  

 Worked as a radio sports announcer, 1932-1937.  

 Contracted actor with Warner Brothers, 1937-1952. Appeared in about 50 films.  

 President of the Screen Actors Guild.  

 Public Relations Speaker for General Electric, Co., 1958-1966.  

 Governor of California, 1966-1974.  

 Foreign affairs and the economy were the main issues of the 1980 election. Reagan attacked the SALT treaty with Russia, the treaty returning the canal to 

Panama, and Carter's use of human rights in foreign affairs, advocating a strong national defense and toughness towards the Soviet Union. Domestically, Reagan 
promised to cut government spending (except on defense) as well as taxes, a combination that his would-be running mate George Bush called "voodoo 

economics." Also, Reagan opposed legal abortion and the Equal Rights Amendment.  

 Reagan's major political opponents were:  

o Jimmy Carter (Democrat)  

o John B. Anderson (Independent)  

o Ed Clark (Libertarian)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Reagan administration:  

o Ronald Reagan becomes 40th President of the U.S., January 20, 1981.  

o Reagan survives assassination attempt (1981): in March, a crazed John W. Hinckley Jr. Made an attempt on the Presidents' life, wounding him as well 

as his press secretary, a Secret Service Officer, and a policeman. The President's courage throughout this ordeal raised his approval ratings.  

o Part One of the Reagan Economic Plan (1981): Reagan asks Congress to cut federal spending on Medicare and Medicaid, the food stamp program, 
welfare, and school meals (ketchup a vegetable?). Congress endorsed most of Reagan's requests.  

o Economic Recovery Tax Act (1981): cut tax costs for corporations and the affluent in the attempts of causing a "trickle down" effect; the corporations 

would save money, invest it, and the money would trickle down to the middle-class and eventually the poor. The tax cuts, which totaled $750 billion 

over five years and a 25% reduction in personal income taxes, were the largest tax cuts ever in American history, and didn't balance the budget like 
Reagan hoped.  

o Economic recession, unemployment at 8 percent (1981): due to declining inflation and the falling of the GNP by 5%, unemployment rates hit their 

highest in six years, and the nation was on the verge of a full-blown recession.  

o Prime Rate of Interest at 14 Percent (1982): by lowering its rate for bank loans from its record high of 21.5%, the Federal Reserve Board made it 

easier to borrow money.  

o Unemployment at 10.1 Percent (1982): the highest since 1940, this percentage was composed mostly of adult male blue-collar workers, with African 

Americans being hit the hardest.  

o Voting Rights Act of 1965 renewed (1982): despite the opposition of Reagan's civil rights' chief in the Justice Department. Many African-Americans 

alleged that the Reagan administration wasn't doing enough to protect civil rights.  

o Prime Rate of Interest at 10.5 Percent (1983): making borrowing money even easier.  

o Equal Rights Amendment dies unratified (1983): originally proposed in 1972 and sent to the states for ratification, and surprisingly opposed by 
feminists, the ERA would have guaranteed equal opportunity employment regardless of sex. But, its' time ran up, and the ERA died.  

o Unemployment rates fall to 7.1 percent; interest rates fall (1984): significantly lower than it was in 1982, unemployment was beginning to stabilize at 

a low rate, while interest rates still fell, along with inflation, bringing the nation out of recession.  

o Ronald Reagan begins second presidential term (1985)  

o Tax Reform Act (1986): lowered personal income taxes and eliminated around six million poor people from the tax rolls, appeasing both supply-side 

conservatives and liberals.  

o Republicans lose control of Senate (1986): the result of the people's unrest with the Iran-Contra scandal.  

o One day drop of 508 points in the stock market (1987): worse than the 1929 crash, stocks plummeted 508 points in one day, October 19. This time, 

government rules and regulations kept the economy from entering a depression on the level of the one in the 30s.  

o "Understanding AIDS" Mailed to 107 million households (1988): created under the leadership of Surgeon General Dr. C Everett Koop, the pamphlet 

educated Americans on AIDS, telling how it was transmitted sexually, that heterosexuals can contract it too, and that it was 100% lethal. The 
pamphlet also stressed safe sex.  

 Major foreign affairs events of the Reagan administration:  

o U.S. Steps up role in El Salvador (1981): this poor Central American country was in the grips of a civil war, with poor revolutionaries fighting the 

American-supported military regime, whose "death squads" killed thousands of dissidents, including American missionaries. Seeing the 

revolutionaries as a Communist threat that could result in another Soviet-allied port, Reagan decided that beefing up the funds to the regime would 
win the war faster. Congress decided to increase funds.  

o INF Talks Begin (1981): talks between U.S. and Soviet officials to limit the presence of intermediate-range nuclear forces in Europe. The Soviets had 

SS-20 missiles aimed at Western Europe, and the U.S. had cruise missiles and Pershig-IIs aimed at Russia.  

o U.S.Troops ordered to Lebanon (1982): following a PLO shelling from Lebanon in 1981, Israel bombs supposed PLO bases outside of Lebanon, 

killing many civilians. Israel then annexes the Golan Heights, a Syrian territory. In 1982, Israel invades Lebanon, seizing the capital of Beirut in the 

midst of a Lebanese civil war. Lebanon asks for aid from Syria, and the Israelis are fighting the Syrians, the Lebanese regime, and the Lebanese 

rebels, making refugees out of one million civilians. To promote peace, Reagan orders U.S. marines to Lebanon. Unsure of what to do, the marines 
get embroiled in the war.  

o U.S. aid to Contras in Nicaragua revealed (1982): in Nicaragua, the Sandanista rebels, lead by Daniel Ortega, overthrew the Somoza dictatorship. 

After buying weapons from the Soviets and asking Cubans to work in their hospitals, schools, and army, the Sandanistas appeared to be a Soviet 
client. In 1981 the CIA begins the training, arming, and direction of more than ten thousand counterrevolutionaries, or contras, most of whom 

supported the Somoza regime. From CIA bases in Honduras and Costa Rica, the contras raided Nicaragua, killing innocents and destroying oil 

refineries.  

o Strategic Defense Initiative (Star Wars) announced (1983): Star Wars? What is this, an attempt to get kids interested in national defense? Actually, 

Reagan, believing the more arms we had the better negotiations with Russia would go, authorized the development of many new weapons, including 

the MX missile, the B-1 bomber, and an anti-missile defense system from outer space, or the Star Wars project.  

o Terrorist kill U.S. Marines in Lebanon (1983): in October, terrorist bombs go off in a marines barracks, killing 240 marines.  



o Invasion of Grenada (1983): after a pro-Cuban leftist regime takes power in the Caribbean island of Grenada, Reagan decides to overthrow it.  

o U.S. Marines leave Lebanon (1984): realizing defeat after the terrorist bombing, Reagan pulls the remaining marines out of the Lebanese war.  

o CIA mines Nicaraguan harbors (1984): destroying numerous merchant ships. The World Court decides that the Nicaraguan government has the right 
to sue the U.S. for damages. At the same time, Congress votes to stop aiding the Contras militarily, but decides to send "humanitarian" aid. The U.S. 

also lined up its allies, including Saudi Arabia, Panama, and Korea to fund the Contras. In 1985, Reagan placed an economic embargo on Nicaragua.  

o Reagan Doctrine announced (1985): the open support of anti-Communist regimes fighting Soviets or Soviet-backed governments. This justified U.S. 

aid to Nicaragua, Afghanistan, Angola, and Ethiopia. This was all in the best interests of the U.S.  

o Gorbachev comes to power in Soviet Union (1985): following the removal of Khrushchev, the Soviet Union was led by a trifecta of men. The one 

with the most modern ideas, Mikhal Gorbachev, eventually became the top Soviet leader. Realizing that cutting back on military expenditures would 

help revitalize other aspects of the Russian economy, Gorbachev started talks with Reagan to reduce arms. He also downsized the Soviet army.  

o U.S. economic embargo against Nicaragua (1985): since military aid to the Contras wasn't enough, Reagan hoped that a full crippling of the 

Sandanista economy might win the undeclared war.  

o U.S. bombers attack Libya (1986): a crusading Islamic nation out to make a point, Libya supported the terrorist bombing of a U.S. marine barracks in 

Lebanon that killed 240. To punish Libya for supporting terrorism, the U.S. openly bombed them.  

o Iran-Contra Scandal breaks (1986): during a time when the U.S. was prohibited from sending arms to the Contras, the government improvises. The 

U.S., thanks to the idea of John M. Poindexter, Oliver North, and CIA Director William Casey, sold arms to Iran and diverted the profits to the 

Contras so that they could purchase weapons. At this time, the U.S. was condemning Iran as a terrorist nation for its support of the Shiite Muslims in 
Lebanon (who had U.S. hostages), urging it's allies to not trade with them. The scandal made Reagan look bad. Really bad. And stupid too, because he 

acted oblivious to the entire thing.  

o U.S. begins attempt to oust Manuel Noriega from Panama (1987): a General that was on the CIA payroll and helped train the Contras, Noriega was 
also one of the biggest drug lords in Central America, cutting deals with cocaine producers and laundering drug money in Panamanian banks. When 

the American people gained knowledge of this, Washington attempted to overthrow Noriega. They wouldn't be successful until 1989.  

o Washington Summit Meeting (1987): between Gorbachev and Reagan. The two agreed to eliminate their medium-range missiles.  

o U.S.-Canada Free Trade Agreement (1988): put Reagan's preaching of private enterprise into practice, allowing trade between the U.S. and Canada 

without any tariffs.  

o Agreement on Soviet Withdrawal from Afghanistan (1988): part of the downsizing of his army, Gorbachev withdraws troops from Afghanistan, and 

presses Vietnam and Cuba to withdraw from Cambodia and Angola, respectively.  

o Moscow Summit Meeting (1988): again between Reagan and Gorbachev. This time, the two agreed on a treaty regarding intermediate- and short-

range missile, as well as the establishment of a Nuclear Risk Reduction Centers in Moscow and Washington to reduce the risk of an accidental nuclear 

missile firing.  

o INF Treaty Signed (1988): the U.S. and the Soviets agree to remove intermediate range missiles from eastern Europe.  

o U.S. warship downs Iranian airliner (1988): thanks to an overeager captain, a U.S. warship outfitted with new technology downs an Iranian 

commercial airliner, killing hundreds of Iranian civilians.  

 Major social happenings of the Reagan administration:  

o AIDS first observed in the U.S. (1981): the ultimate effects of the HIV virus, AIDS attacked the victims' immune system, making him/her susceptible 

to other infections or cancer. Originally labeled as a disease that attacked only homosexual men, the publics' view towards AIDS changed as 

heterosexuals, professional athletes, and others developed the virus. By 1988, about 57,000 were reported to be infected. This put a halt to the sexual 
revolution, and the promotion of safe sex and abstinence became big.  

o More than half of all women over 20 working (1983): unlike in the 70s, women are less discriminated against in businesses. Despite the fact that the 

ERA died unratified, women still won mobility in jobs.  

o Names Project started in San Francisco (1987): in remembrance of AIDS victims, loved ones made quilt patches dedicated to the victims. Pretty soon 

the project would become national.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Reagan administration.  

o Challenger Explosion (1986): due to a bad O-ring, the boosters on this rocket went into the oxygen and hydrogen tanks, causing an explosion one 

minute into it’s' takeoff. The Seven passengers died, including Christa McAuliffe, the first "teacher in space." NASA halted further launches until the 
O-rings were refashioned.  

o Voyager II sends back photos of Uranus (1986): these photos expose 4 more rings and 10 moons that astronomers hadn't discovered.  

o Interactive Compact Disc (1986): invented by American Richard Bruno, this CD was able to store information and images, not just music. This would 

lead to CD-ROMs.  

o Stealth Bomber (1988): this year the U.S. released information on this once top-secret project, a bomber jet plane whose design and technology made 

it virtually invisible to all forms of radar.  

 
 

GEORGE H.W. BUSH 
Born:6, 12, 24 in Milton, Massachusetts 
Previous experience: Vice President, Congressman, ambassador, Chairman of the Republican National Committee, Director of the Central Intelligence Agency 

Political Party: Republican 

Vice President: J. Danforth Quayle 
Term of office: January 20, 1989-January 20, 1993 

Nickname: Poppy 

Family: Wife Barbara; Sons George; John; Neil and Marvin; Daughters Dorothy and Robin 

 Education and Occupations:  

o Education:  

 Graduated from Yale University with a degree in economics, 1948.  

o Occupations:  

 WWII carrier pilot in the Pacific. Discharged in 1945 with a Distinguished Flying Cross.  

 Exclusively an oil businessman, 1948-1964.  

 U.S. Representative from Texas, 1966-1968. Gave up his seat to run for Senate, but lost.  

 Appointed ambassador to the U.N. by Nixon, 1971-1972.  

 National Chairman of the Republican Party, 1973-1974.  

 Chief Liaison Officer in Beijing, 1974-1975.  

 Director of the CIA, 1976-1977.  

 Vice President under Reagan, 1981-1988.  



 The campaign of 1988 was dominated by televised harangues from both of the candidates. Both Bush and Dukakis stayed away from the issues of child care, 
drugs, corruption in government and poverty. The Republicans even resorted to racism, attacking Dukakis' furlough of Willie Horton, a black Convict. And of 

course there's Bush's famous quote, "Read my lips...no new taxes."  

 Bush's major political opponent was Michael Dukakis (Democrat)  

 Major domestic happenings of the Bush administration:  

o George Bush became the 41st President of the U.S., January 20, 1989.  

o Economic Recession (1989-1993): when Bush became President, the discomfort index, or the composite of inflation and unemployment, was high. 

The GNP only increased on an average of 0.7% per year (lowest since the Depression), while the median household income fell. The only things that 
grew steadily were the unemployment rate, the number of poor people in America, and the national deficit. Bush, believing he could do little to 

stimulate the economy and increase the number of jobs, remained for the most part inactive.  

o Bush goes back on his tax pledge (1990): in effort to reduce the federal deficit, Democrats in Congress agree to budget cuts while the President agrees 
to a tax hike. The press has fun playing Bush's tape from the '88 campaign ad nauseam, while the American people lose even more respect for their 

leader.  

o Chief of Staff John Sununu forced to resign (1990): Sununu, Bush's arrogant and incompetent chief of staff, is forced to resign after it's revealed that 
Sununu used government jets for personal trips, including trips to his dentist in Boston.  

o Bush reauthorizes Clean Air Act (1990): this act made businesses control their emissions of sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides.  

o Council of Competitiveness Created (1990): headed by VP Dan Quale, this council cut all unnecessary government programs (programs that slowed 

economic growth), including the agencies that enforced the Clean Air Act.  

o Americans with Disabilities Act (1990): banned discrimination on the job against blind, deaf, mentally retarded, and physically impaired people, as 

well as HIV-positive people and cancer patients. This applied to jobs with more than 25 employees, and also required handicap access, like 

wheelchair ramps, for disabled people  

o Clarence Thomas nominated to Supreme Court (1991): Thomas, a young federal judge, was chosen by Bush to replace the retiring Thurgood 

Marshall. Few believed the young conservative African-American was the best choice, and Thomas even had to weather a sexual harassment case 

before becoming a Justice.  

o Amendment 27 Ratified (1992): this allowed the already scandalous members of Congress to increase their own paychecks, despite their doing 
nothing. They couldn't fix the economy, but they sure could fatten their own wallets.  

o Federal bailout of savings-and-loan industry reaches $130 billion (1992): more signs of the economic recession.  

o California pays state employees and creditors IOUs (1992): having cut its' property taxes at a time when the population was booming, the California 

government found itself short of money.  

 Major foreign affairs events of the Bush administration:  

o Ozone-Depleting Chemical Regulation Treaty (1989): Between the U.S. and 86 other countries. The signers agreed to phase-out the use of ozone-

depleting chemicals, like chlorofluorocarbons, by the year 2000.  

o Panama Invasion (1989): Project Just Cause, part of the Drug War, was a U.S. invasion of Panama for the purpose of seizing Panamanian leader and 

Drug-lord Daniel Noriega. The project was a success, with only 23 of the 22,500 American troops dying, along with at least 500 Panamanians. The 
damage to Panama City totaled $1 billion.  

o Sandanista regime out of Nicaragua (1990): in a national election, the Sandanistas lost to the U.S.-supported National Opposition Union. Although the 

U.S. won, the Nicaraguan economy was in shambles.  

o Haiti Crisis (1991): having held free elections in 1990, the Haitian government was new under the leadership of Jean-Bernard Aristide. In 1991, the 
army overthrew the government. Despite economic sanctions from the U.S., Haiti refused to put Aristide back in power. Many refugees fled Haiti for 

U.S. shelter, but the U.S. kept them out, classifying them as economic instead of political refugees.  

o Tiananmen Square Massacre (1989): in July, thousands of students gathered in the square in Beijing's capital for a pro-democracy rally. Soldiers came 

in, slaughtering thousands of the unarmed students. At first the U.S. was repulse, but then the U.S. began to care less as it realized that it needed the 

Chinese, under Deng Xiaoping, as an ally.  

o Berlin Wall Comes Down (1990): after the East German government was allowed to go on its' own in 1989, it repudiated communism. In 1990, the 

Berlin Wall came down, reunifying the two Germanies. The U.S. accepted the new Germany into NATO.  

o Communist Governments Fall (1990): in Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Albania. Also, Soviet satellites Lithuania, Latvia, 

and Estonia declare independence.  

o Iraq Seizes Kuwait (1990): Iraq, under Saddam Hussein, seizes Kuwait, a country that was unable to pay off its' debt to Iraq. Saudi Arabia, an oil-rich 
U.S. ally, feels threatened, and asks for U.S. aid. Bush sends 500,000 troops to Saudi Arabia, to keep Saddam from gaining control of any more oil 

fields.  

o Operation Desert Storm (1991): with war approved by the Senate and the UN, Bush forms a multi-national army to attack Iraq. The largest air armada 

ever devastated Iraq, while U.S. missiles participated in the 24-hour bombing of Baghdad, Iraq's capital. A month later, ground forces came in, 
liberating Kuwait in 100 hours. With 100,000 Iraqis dead and only 148 Americans dead, 35 by friendly fire, the Gulf War raised the President's 

approval rating and got the U.S. out of the post-Vietnam slump. The aftermath wasn't that nice; many Kuwaiti oil fields were burned in the Iraqi 

retreat, causing pollution, and Iraq was devastated and under the threat of two rebel forces.  

o Soviet Union Disintegrates (1991): denouncing Communism, Gorbachev splits the Soviet Union into the independent states of Russia, Ukraine, 

Tajikistan, and others. The new governments did get some aid form the U.S., but not nearly enough.  

o Boris Yeltsin in Power in Russia (1991): Russia's new democratic President ousted the old Communist leader in national elections.  

o START I Treaty Signed (1991): between the U.S. and Russia, this treaty reduced the number of warheads each country could have to 6,000, and the 

number of strategic delivery devices to 1,600.  

o Antarctica Treaty (1991): in an attempt to protect Antarctica and slow the growing hole in the ozone over the continent, the U.S. and 25 other nations 

agree to not mine or explore for oil there for 50 years.  

o Daniel Noriega convicted (1992): of drug trafficking and imprisoned.  

o Earth Summit (1992): 185 countries, including the U.S., met in Rio de Janeiro to discuss environmental issues. The U.S. refused to sign the 

Biodiversity Treaty aimed at protecting endangered species and signed a cleaner air treaty only after it was watered down.  

o North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) (1992): to gain control of its' economic sphere of influence in the western hemisphere, the U.S. 
signed this treaty with Canada and Mexico that envisioned tariff-free trade among the three nations. Critics stated that U.S. companies could now go 

to Mexico, where the labor was cheaper and the environmental regulations fewer, which they did.  

o START II (1992): between the U.S. and new Russian President Yeltsin, it provided for the reduction of nuclear warheads by 2003 and the elimination 

of all land ICBMs with more than one warhead, leaving each nation with about 500 ICBMs.  

o Humanitarian aid to Somalia (1992): after Somalia's dictator was kicked out of power in 1991, bandits controlled most of the country, seizing U.S. 

supplies meant for the starving, erosion affected poor. Bush finally sent 20,000 troops to Somalia in 1992 to ensure the delivery of the supplies, but 

after the warlords started beating up on them, the U.S. soldiers were replaced by a U.N. force in 1993.  

 Major social happenings of the Bush administration:  



o Clarence Thomas Sexual Harassment Case (1991): Anita Hill, a law professor at the University of Oklahoma, stated that Thomas, a nominee for 

Supreme Court Justice, sexually harassed her while she worked for him in the early 80s. Testifying in front of an all-male Senate Judiciary 
Committee, Hill lost and Thomas became a Justice. Many women were enraged at this ruling, mostly because they had been sexually harassed on the 

job also.  

o Rodney King beating leads to L.A. Riots (1992): King, beaten by four police officers because of his color, took the issue to court. Despite the fact that 

the beating was taped on a squad-car camera, the four police officers were acquitted. Riots ensued, with 44 dead and two thousand plus injured, along 

with a billion dollars in damage to the city. Despite the fact that he advocated giving money to L.A., Bush didn't take the opportunity to use the riots 

to address the nations' racial problems.  

o AIDS Quilt Displayed in Washington D.C. (1992): started in San Francisco by the Names Project, the quilt, which was made of patches dedicated to 
AIDS victims, contained 21,000 patches and stretched over 15 acres of land. It was unfolded near the Washington Monument.  

 Major inventions and technological advances made during the Bush administration.  

o Voyager II Photographs Neptune (1989): sending back photos of the planet and its' eight moons, six more than astronomers on earth observed.  

o Hubble Space Telescope Deployed by Discovery (1990): the first mission since the Challenger misfortune, the Discovery successfully deployed the 

Hubble Space Telescope, the $1.5 billion telescope that was developed throughout the 70s and 80s at Johns Hopkins. Although there was an error in 
the telescope's mirror, the telescope eventually produced pictures of the solar system better than any produced by ground-based telescopes.  

 

 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 
Born August 19, 1946 in Hope, Arkansas 

Previous experience: governor 
Political Party: Democratic 

Vice President: Albert Gore, Jr. 

Term of office: January 20, 1993-January 20, 2001 
Nicknames: Bubba, Slick Willy 

Family: Wife Hilary; Daughter Chelsea 

Opponents: George H.W. Bush (1992) and Bob Dole (1996) 
 

Bill appointed Hillary Jan. 25 to reform health care, his "most important and ambitious initiative," but effort ended Sep. 1994  

 
The World Trade Center was damaged by a terrorist bomb explosion Feb. 26 in the underground parking garage, killing 5  

 

David Koresh and 95 followers of his Branch Davidian cult in Waco TX committed suicide or burned to death in the fire caused by an attack by FBI armored vehicles Apr. 
19  

 

US launched cruise missiles June 26 against Iraqi intelligence headquarters in Baghdad due to plot to kill former Pres. George Bush  
 

Clinton renewed MFN rights with China after some dissidents freed in June, and granted full MFN status in 1994, putting trade ahead of human rights questions   

 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg took the oath of office on August 10 after the Senate voted 97-3 to confirm her nomination to the Supreme Court, having led from 1972 to 1980 the 

ACLU Women's Rights Project to bring cases before the Supreme Court that challenged sex-based discrimination, and having been appointed by Carter in 1980 to the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the D. C. Circuit.  
 

Clinton, Rabin, Arafat at the White House 9/13/93 signed an agreement for the autonomy of the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, fulfilling the peace process started by the 

Madrid Treaty in 1991, and bringing to an end the "intifada"or mass uprising of Palestinians that had cost the lives of thousands since 1987. The next year, Arafat ended his 
27-year exile from Palestine and crossed the Egyptian border into his new headquarters in Gaza city 7/1/94 and became head of the new Palestinian National Authority (PA) 

in the autonomous areas. Israel signed a peace treaty with Jordan 10/26/94. The Oslo II agreement was signed 9/24/95 to divide the West Bank into 3 zones, with 7% 

transferred to full PA control, 21% under joint control, and the remainder under Israeli control. Many Palestinians and the Israeli religious right opposed this agreement. A 
Jewish religious extremist assassinated PM Yitzhak Rabin 11/4/95. He was replaced by pro-peace PM Shimon Peres but Peres lost the election 5/29/96 to right-wing 

Binyamin Netanyahu who allowed the building of new Jewish settlements. Yet pressure from Clinton kept the peace process moving ahead.  

Israel transferred 80% of Hebron in January 1997 and signed the Wye River Memorandum 10/23/98 providing for more withdrawals from the West Bank. Netanyahu lost 
the election 5/18/99 to Ehud Barak who withdrew Israeli forces 5/25/00 from southern Lebanon that had been occupied since 1982. But Yasser Arafat was unable to make 

any agreement over Jerusalem or return of Palestinian refugees, even after two wekks of talks with Clinton at Camp David. When the new Likud leader Ariel Sharon toured 

the Temple Mount complex in Jerusalem 9/28/00, a new outbreak of Palestinian-Israeli violence began, known as the second intifada, or mass uprising. Ariel Sharon won 
the election of 2/6/01 and the violence escalated, with suicide bombs and air strikes. Israel re-occupied most of the West Bank by June 2002 and conducted frequent raids on 

Palestinian compounds. The Israeli army killed many refugees in the April 2002 "massacre" of the camps in Jenin and Nablus, and troops surrounded the Church of the 

Nativity in Bethlehem for five weeks until May 2002. The "quartet" of U.S., Russia, the UN, and the EU developed a road map plan that was delayed by the Iraq War in 
April 2003, but became the agenda for Secretary of State Colin Powell's visit to the Mideast in May 2003   

 

After 17 Rangers were killed in Mogadishu Oct. 3, portrayed in the Black Hawk Down book and film, Clinton within 6 months withdrew American forces from Somalia  
 

Yeltsin crushed a rebellion in Moscow Oct. 4, after the army fired on the parliament building to force the surrender of rebels and free hundreds of imprisoned delegates; 
Clinton followed the "Russia first" strategy of adviser Stobe Talbott and gave unconditional support to Yeltsin despite the suppression of Chechnya 1994-96 and the 

oligarchic control of the Russian economy.  

 
Clinton signed Nov. 30 the Handgun Violence Prevention Act with James Brady in the White House.  

 

Colombia police Dec. 2 killed drug lord Pablo Escobar, leader of the Medellin cartel.  

1994 

NAFTA took effect Jan. 1, as agreed by Bush in 1992 and Clinton in 1993; an example of NSC advisor Anthony Lake's "enlargement" of free markets; the "Uruguay 

Round" of GATT created the new World Trade Organization seen by Clinton as promoting "a vision of economic renewal" and part of his "gospel of geoeconomics" but 
Clinton's "New Economy" of the '90s was a two-tiered economy: international corporations and high-tech innovation produced GNP growth after the Bush recession; Bill 

Gates and the top 40% became richer but the income of the bottom 60% declined; the poorest 20% income declined 15%; Ross Perot became a political leader of the 

populist Reform Party because he targeted the "great sucking sound" of jobs lost to lower-cost foreign workers; "globalization" caused a growing trade deficit as Americans 
imported more than they exported, and the gap between the rich and poor grew larger.  

 

Clinton trip to Moscow Jan. 13 to meet with Boris Yeltsin , promised aid to help Russia's transition from communism to capitalism  
 



NATO began its first air attacks in Bosnia Feb. 28 against Serb planes in the no-fly zone, and NATO demanded the removal of Serb artillery from the hills around Sarajevo  

  
The death of Rwanda President Habyarimana Apr. 7 began the genocide of the majority Hutu people by Tutsi rebels killing 800,000 in 89 days, but Clinton refused to 

intervene and avoided using the "genocide" word  

 
Richard Nixon died Apr. 22 of a stroke at the age of 81  

 

Nelson Mandela became South Africa's first black President May 10   
 

Russia joined NATO June 22  

 
Kenneth Starr took over the Whitewater investigation Aug. 5  

 

Clinton agreed Sep. 9 to allow 20,000 Cubans to immigrate per year if Castro took steps to stop the exodus from Cuba that began with the withdrawal of Russian aid and 
troops in 1992, but the agreement broke down in 1996 when Cuban MiGs shot down two planes of the Brothers to the Rescue civilian group, causing Congress to pass the 

Helms-Burton bill to impose economic sanctions and allow Americans to sue foreign companies doing business with properties confiscated by Castro  

 
Haitian General Raoul Cedras agreed Sep. 18 to return Haiti's government to President Jean-Bertrand Aristide, a last-minute deal arranged by Jimmy Carter and Colin 

Powell and Sen. Sam Nunn averted violence in Op. Uphold Democracy that landed U.S. troops peacefully in Haiti Sep. 19 to occupy the island and disarm the opponents of 

Aristide.  
 

Clinton mobilized 60,000 troops on the Kuwait border Oct. 31 to prevent another threatened Iraqi invasion.  

 
Republicans used their Contract with America to win the midterm election Nov. 9 to gain control of the Senate 53-47 and the House 230-204, and Newt Gingrich would 

become the Speaker of the House Jan. 4 of the 104th Congress.  

 
Boris Yeltsin sent tanks into Grozny, capital of Chechnya Dec. 11 to suppress the rebellion led by Gen. Dzhokar Dudayev.  

 
Jimmy Carter arranged Dec. 19 a ceasefire in place with Serb leader Radovan Karadzic, but Serbs were left in control of 70% of Bosnia.  

1995 

Clinton used emergency powers Jan. 31 to grant $20 billion loan to Mexico.  
 

Taliban radicals Feb. 14 began attack on Kabul to seize control of Afghanistan in the wake of the collapse of the Soviet-supplied communist government.  

 
Timothy McVeigh exploded a car bomb Apr. 19 and destroyed the Murrah federal building in Oklahoma City killing 168 people.  

 

Clinton trip to Moscow for his 4th summit with Yeltsin May 10, celebrated the 50th anniversary of VE Day, failed to reach agreements on the Chechen war or NATO 
expansion; Yeltsin's health failing.   

 

Croatian and Muslim forces captured Knin Aug. 5, capital of the Serbian province of Krajina, causing 100,000 Serb refugees to flee.  
 

Dayton Accords signed Dec. 14 at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base in Ohio after 21 days of talks led by negotiator Richard Holbrooke to end the war between Serbia and 

Bosnia and Croatia, creating the new Union of Bosnia-Herzegovina made up of two parts, the Muslim Croatian federation and the Serb republic of Bosnia; UN 
peacekeeping force of 60,000 began arriving in Bosnia, including 20,000 Americans at a cost of $7 billion.  

1996 

The federal government shut down in Jan., as it had the previous Nov., due to budget impasse between Clinton and Congress; public opinion turned against Gingrich and 
blamed the Republicans; the 104th Congress failed to pass significant legislation, was seen as a negative Congress, and thereby helped Clinton's popularity rose in the polls.  

 

Secretary of Defense sent 2 carrier forces to face Chinese forces in Taiwan Strait in crisis over missiles fired by China near Taiwan in March, but relations improved, 
President Jiang Zemin visited U.S. Oct. 1997 and Clinton visited China 1998.  

 

The FBI arrested Ted Kaczynski Apr. 4 for 16 attacks over the previous 17 years against universities and the tecnological elite. Kaczynski pleaded guilty in 1998 to his 
bombing spree that began in 1979 and killed three people and injured 23. Kaczynski, dubbed the Unabomber, lived alone in a remote cabin in Montana and led authorities 

on the nation's longest and costliest manhunt.  

 
Clinton business associates James and Susan McDougal were found guilty May 28 in the Little Rock Whitewater scandal.  

 

Dharhran bomb exploded in Saudi Arabia killing 19 soldiers June 25.  
 

Yeltsin won re-election as President of Russia July 4 with 53.7% popular vote, helped by $10 billion credit line from Clinton; Yeltsin arranged ceasefire Aug. 23 in 

Chechnya to begin troop withdrawals, but the rebels stubbornly continued fighting.  

U.S. warships launched 27 cruise missiles into Iraq Sep. 3 due to Saddam's attacks on the Kurds  

 

Bill Clinton (49.3%) defeated Bob Dole (40.7%) and Ross Perot (8.4%) in the presidential election Nov. 6, the first Democratic incumbent to win re-election since 1936, but 
Republicans continued to control Congress and the voter turnout was the lowest since 1924.  

 

Clinton appointed Madeleine Albright Dec. 12 to replace Warren Christopher and to become the first woman Secretary of State; she was born in Prague 1937, her family 
driven out by Stalin 1948, earned Ph.D at Columbia 1976, became the "Lady of Steel" adept at "threat-based diplomacy"  

1997 

Bill Clinton inaugurated Jan. 20 to begin his second term of office, called for a "new spirit of community" and the need to eliminate the "constant curse" of racism. 
However, Republican conservatives relentlessly pursued the Whitewater savings and loan fraud investigation in Arkansas seeking to link it to the White House, the first of 

several scandals that followed: Al Gore's illegal campaign fundraising, the Paula Jones civil suit for sexual harassment that revealed "Monicagate" by 1998.  

 



The U.S. ratified the 1993 Chemical Convention and agreed to destroy all chemical weapons by 2005, as it had agreed since 1972 to ban all biological weapons, but Clinton 

did not sign the anti-land mines treaty of 1997 because troops used mines to defend the DMZ in Korea  
 

Tony Blair won a landslide election victory May 2 in Britain for the Labour Party, and at age 43 became the youngest PM of the century; Princess Diana killed Aug. 31 in 

Paris car crash  
 

Revolt in the Congo (formerly Zaire) caused downfall of pro-U.S. Mobutu Ses Seko; U.S. recognized Laurent Kabila as the new leader, but Kabila began the slaughter of 

Hutus and a civil war in the Congo  

1998 

Viagra went on sale Apr. 10  

 
Linda Tripp testified June 30 to grand jury that she recorded 20 hours of telephone conversations with Monica Lewinsky; on Aug. 6 Lewinsky testified to numerous sexual 

encounters with Clinton; on Aug. 17 Clinton denied any sexual relationship in videotaped grand jury testimony released to the public Sep. 21; the House voted to impeach 

Clinton Dec. 19  
 

Clinton announced Sep. 30 the first federal budget surplus since 1969  

 
Maryland summit in Oct. with Clinton, Arafat, Netanyahu renewed the Mideast peace process, after the assassination of Rabiin in Nov. 1995, the killing of 60 Israelis by 

PLO bombings in 1996 and the election of hard-liner PM Benjamin Netanyahu in 1996  

 
Yugoslav president Slobodan Milosevic ordered Serb troops out of Kosovo Oct. 27 under threat of a NATO attack  

 

Newt Gingrich resigned from Congress Nov. 6  

 

Op. Desert Fox air attacks began Dec. 16 against Iraq for failing to allow access to weapons inspectors; 300 cruise missiles fired in 4 days destroyed weapons plants, but 

Saddam Hussein remained in power  
 

America fired a volley of more than 70 cruise missiles in Aug. at guerrilla training camps in Afghanistan and at a chemical plant in the Sudan reportedly operated by the 
Saudi multimillionaire Osama bin Laden who was responsible for bombing of two U.S. embassies in Kenya and Tanzania that killed more than 200 people  

1999 

The Senate voted 55-45 on Feb. 12 to acquit Clinton of charges of perjury and obstruction of justice  
 

NATO, newly expanded with the 3 new members of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic, began on Mar. 24 Operation Allied Force, the 78-day bombing campaign 

against Serb forces led by Milosevic who had continued "ethnic cleansing" of Albanians in Kosovo, refusing UN and NATO demands to withdraw, and who caused the 
displacement of 750,000 refugees.  

 

The International War Crimes Tribunal in The Hague on May 27 indicted Milosevic and 4 others for crimes against humanity.  
 

The Yugoslav army began June 10 to withdraw from Kosovo, ending the NATO bombing campaign.  
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