
United States Military Figures 

 

US Wars (Mentioned in this Packet): 

American Revolution- (1775-1789) 

Indian Wars (Little Turtle’s War)- (1790-95) 

Franco American “Quasi-War”- (1798-1800) 

Tripolitan War- (1801-1805) 

War against Tecumseh- (1811) 

War of 1812- (1812-1815) 

Algerine War- (1815) 

First Seminole War- (1817-1818) 

Black Hawk War- (1832) 

Aroostook War- (1838) 

Second Seminole War- (1835-1843) 

Mexican War- (1846-48) 

Mormon Expedition (1857-58) 

Third Seminole War- (1855-58) 

Civil War- (1861-1865) 

Red River War- (1874-75) 

Nez Percé War- (1887) 

War with Geronimo (1882-86) 

Ghost Dance Uprising- (1890) 

Spanish American War- (1898) 

Cuban Pacification- (1906-1907) 

Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa (1916-17) 

WWI- (1914- 1918) 

WWII- (1941-1945) 

Korean War- (1950-1953) 

Vietnam War- (1965-1975) 

Grenada Invasion- (1983) 

Persian Gulf (Kuwait) War- (1990-91) 

 

Allen, Ethan 

Birth- Jan 10 or Jan 21, 1738 

Death- Feb 11, 1789 

Served in the French and Indian War and the American Revolution.  Leader of The Green Mountain Boys, a guerilla force that fought 

in the Grants of present day Vermont.  Captured Fort Ticonderoga with Benedict Arnold.  He was taken prisoner in the invasion of 

Montreal, but was exchanged on May 6, 1778.  Tried to get Vermont added as a state, and actually approached Britain in an attempt to 

become a colony.  He died before Vermont became a state. 

 

Anderson, William C. (“Bloody Bill”) 

Born- 1840 

Died- Oct 26, 1864 

Served in the Civil War, CSA.  A confederate guerilla leader, his men melded with William Clarke Quantrill’s Raider’s.  They 

massacred many men, including a famous incident where they stopped a train and killed all but one passenger.  Outraged, Union 

soldiers ambushed the group and impaled Anderson’s severed head on a telegraph pike. 

 

Arnold, Henry Harley (“Hap”) 

Born- June 25, 1886 

Died- Jan 15, 1950 

Served in WWI and WWII.  Greatly influenced the creation of the US Air Force.  In 1916, he began supervising the US’s aviation 

training schools.  Between WWI and II, he helped develop the Air Corps.  In WWII he became a general and also served on the Joint 

Chiefs of Staff.  On Sept 18, 1947, the Army Air Services became the Air Force, thanks to his help.  He became the first general of the 

Air Force in 1949. 

 

Atkinson, Henry 

Born- 1782 

Died- June 14, 1842  

Served in the Black Hawk War.  He was sent in an expedition to Yellowstone, and meanwhile negotiated peace with more than a 

dozen Indian tribes.  During the Black Hawk War, his troops that ran the Sauk war leader to the ground.  He also organized the 

removal of the Indian tribes in the Mississippi area. 

 



Bainbridge, William 

Born- May 7, 1774 

Died- July 27, 1833 

Served in Franco American “Quasi-War”, Tripolitan War, War of 1812.  Commanded several ships during the Quasi War.  

Commanded USS Philadelphia during the Tripolitan War.  He succeeded Isaac Hull in the captainship of the frigate Constitution, or 

“Old Ironsides”.  He came up with a useful strategy of naval dispersion and commerce raiding during the War of 1812.  He served as 

the President of the Board of Naval Commissioners. 

 

Barry, John 

Born- 1745?  

Died- Sept 13, 1803 

Served in American Revolutionary War and the “Quasi War.”  Born in Ireland, he was Captain of the USS Lexington in the 

Revolutionary War.  He and a group of men captured 5 British ships near Fort Penn on Feb 26, 1778.  He commanded the USS United 

States as well as the West Indies Squadron during the “Quasi War.” 

 

Bradley, Omar Nelson 

Born- Feb 12, 1983 

Died- April 8, 1981 

Served in WWI and WWII.  He did not go overseas in WWI, although he became a major general.  He went through some schooling 

between the WW’s, and was appointed to the General Staff in 1938.  He was in charge of 2 different divisions until being Dwight D. 

Eisenhower’s deputy.  After that he replaced George S. Patton as commander of the II Corps during the invasion of Sicily.  After 

that, he went to England to help plan D-Day.  He controlled the right wing during the invasion and planned the Normandy breakout.  

He commanded the 12
th

 Army Group, which was the largest force ever led by an American general.  He was promoted to a 4-star 

general in March 1945, and served as head of the Veterans Administration until 1947.  His memoirs, A Soldier’s Story, was published 

in 1951.  He was loved by his men, and often referred to as “The G.I. General.” 

 

Bragg, Braxton 

Born- March 22, 1817 

Died- Sept 27, 1876 

Served in Seminole War, US-Mexican War, and the Civil War, CSA.  He got his experience from the Mexican War, like many other 

Civil war Generals.  After the south seceded, he joined the CSA Army as a Brigadier General.  He invaded Kentucky, in an attempt to 

bring it into the CSA, but failed.  He fought the battles of Perryville and Murfreesboro in an attempt to stop Buell and Rosecrans’s 

invasions.  He won the battle of Chickamauga, but subsequently lost the battle of Chattanooga, and was relieved of command. 

 

Breckinridge, John Cabell 

Born- Jan 21, 1821 

Died- May 17, 1875 

Served in the Mexican War and the Civil War, CSA.  He was vice-president for James Buchanan, the youngest ever.  He commanded 

troops at several Western battles, and a few Eastern ones as well.  He was also the last Confederate Secretary of War.   

 

Burnside, Ambrose E. 

Born- May 23, 1824 

Died- Sept 13,1881 

Served in the Civil War with the Union.  Burnside at first fought in North Carolina, but his men were transferred to The Army of the 

Potomac.  After George McClellan’s debacle at Antietam, Lincoln promoted him to the commander of the Army of the Potomac.  He 

soon after lost the battle of Fredericksburg, a battle he should have easily won, as he outnumbered the opponent by a lot and could 

have taken the enemy’s ground before their reinforcements arrived.  After he was replaced, he was put in command of some troops in 

Tennessee, and captured a lot of ground there.  Both before and after the war, Burnside worked on railroads.  We get the term, 

sideburn, from his huge ones.   

 

Carlson, Evans Fordyce 

Born- Feb 26, 1896 

Died- May 27, 1947 

Served in WWI and WWII.  During WWII, he created a group of men, called “Carlson’s Raiders”, a commando force that often went 

behind enemy lines.  They were useful in the unconventional warfare in the Philippines.   

 

Chaffee, Adna Romanza Jr. 

Born- Sept 23, 1884 

Died- Aug 22, 1941 

Served in the Cuban Pacification and WWI.  Was instrumental in creating the first armored unit and developing the mechanized 

forces.  He also created new techniques of tank and infantry combat that would be used in WWII.  Shortly before WWII, he died of 

cancer. 



 

Clark, Mark Wayne 

Born- May 1, 1896 

Died- April 7, 1984 

Served in WWI, WWII and the Korean War.  During WWII, he was in charge of US ground forces in Britain.  He also planned and 

took part in a very risky intelligence operation in North Africa.  He helped plan the invasion of Sicily, and took part in the invasion of 

the rest of Italy.  During the Korean War, he was the third overall commander.  Winston Churchill gave him the nickname “American 

Eagle.”   

 

Crook, George 

Born- Sept 23, 1829 

Died- March 21- 1890 

Served in the Civil War and the Indian Wars.  He fought in the Civil War for the Union in both the East and West.  During the Indian 

Wars, he was somewhat effective, but was eventually replaced.  He was given the nickname, “Grey Fox.” 

 

Custer, George Armstrong 

Born- Dec 5, 1839 

Died- June 25, 1876 

Served in the Civil War on the Union side and the Indian Wars.  Custer was easily recognizable by his long blonde hair.  His 

nickname was “Autie.”  He quickly rose through the ranks, and was a major general by the end of the war.  After the war, Custer 

fought Indians, although he largely failed.  His most known failure was the Battle of Little Bighorn, commonly known as Custer’s 

Last Stand.  Crazy Horse’s Sioux fighters wiped out his five companies of men.  The only survivor was a horse named Comanche.   

 

Decatur, Stephen 

Born- Jan 5, 1779 

Died- March 22, 1820 

Served in the ‘Quasi-War”, the Tripolitan War, the War of 1812, and the Algerine War.  During the Tripolitan War, he and a small 

group of men burned the captured Philadelphia, to prevent its use by the Barbary pirates, as well as negotiating the peace.  In the war 

of 1812, he tried to break the British blockade of New York Harbor with, but was forced to surrender.  During the Algerine War, he 

reeked havoc on the pirates, and dictated the peace terms.  He was challenged to a duel after the war, and was fatally shot. 

 

Dewey, George 

Born- Dec 26, 1837 

Died- Jan 16, 1917 

Served in the Civil War and Spanish American War.  He served under Union commander David Farragut during the Civil War.  

After the war, he helped to make the Navy more advanced.  When the Spanish American War broke out, he brought his squadron into 

Manila bay.  There he spoke the famous words, “You may fire when ready, Gridley.”  They neutralized all of the Spanish vessels by 

the afternoon.  He was named president of the Navy General Board after the end of the War.  

 

du Pont, Samuel Francis 

Born- Sept 27, 1803 

Died- June 23, 1865 

Served in the Mexican War and the Civil War.  He helped to plan the Union blockade of the C.S.A.  However, after his failed attempt 

to take Charleston, he resigned. 

 

Eisenhower, Dwight David 

Born- Oct 14, 1890 

Died- March 28, 1969 

Served in WWI and WWII.  “Ike’ was not shipped overseas during WWI.  He was chief of staff to Douglas MacArthur until 1939.  

In 1942, he was named commander of the Pacific Theater and helped to direct the conquests of North Africa and Tunisia.  After the 

invasion of Sicily, he went to London to plan D-day.  He directed Operation Overlord, the Allied assault on Normandy, as Supreme 

Commander of the Allied Expeditionary Force.  He was promoted to five-star general and directed the Allied advance across Europe.  

He ran for president and won in 1953 and 1957. He also helped to end the Korean War and introduced advisors to Vietnam.   

 

Ewell, Richard Stoddert 

Born- Feb 8, 1817 

Died- Jan 25, 1872 

Served in the Mexican War and the Civil War with Confederates.  He served in the Mexican War under Winfield Scott.  “Old Baldy” 

was assigned to a command under Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” Jackson.  He was wounded once and had his leg amputated.  

When Stonewall Jackson was killed, Ewell was promote to lieutenant general and was in command of II Corps.  At Gettysburg, he 

performed well, but failed to capture Cemetery Hill, which may very well have cost the Confederates the war. His health deteriorated, 

and he was reassigned to commander of the Dept. of Richmond.  After Robert E. Lee, withdrew, he was captured. 



 

Farragut, David Glasgow 

Born- July 5, 1801 

Died- Aug 4, 1870 

Served in the war of 1812, and the Civil War on the Union side.  A U.S. naval commander, David Dixon Porter, adopted him.  He 

got his own ship during the War of 1812.  When the Civil War broke out, he was put in charge of capturing New Orleans.  He slipped 

by at night and got in without a shot fired.  He helped much on the Mississippi, including famous capture of Mobile Bay.  There, when 

one of his ships hit a mine, he yelled, “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead, Drayton!”  Both the ranks of vice admiral and full 

admiral were created for him. 

 

Forrest, Nathan Bedford 

Born- July 13, 1821 

Died Oct 29, 1877 

Served in the Civil War as a Confederate.  He was an untrained man, who raised his own cavalry regiment and volunteered as a 

lieutenant.  He was promoted and placed under General Braxton Bragg.  He was good at hit-and run tactics, and once even captured a 

whole brigade of cavalry.  When he captured Fort Pillow, he ordered the African-American troops who surrendered to be massacred.  

He kept up his raids but eventually surrendered.  After the war he helped form the Ku Klux Klan, and served as the first Grand 

Wizard. 

 

Gates, Horatio 

Born- 1728 

Died- April 10, 1806 

Served in the French and Indian War and the American Revolution.  George Washington got him appointed adjutant general.  After 

his victory at Saratoga, he tried to get promoted, maybe even higher than Washington.  He may even have participated in the Conway 

Cabal, an attempt to get Washington replaced with Gates.  He lost some of Washington’s respect after that, and never fully recovered 

it.  After, when Congress moved him South, he was severely defeated.  He was then replaced by Nathaniel Greene.   

 

Grant, Ulysses Simpson 

Born- April 27, 1822 

Died July 23, 1885 

Served in the Mexican War and the Civil War.  Born Hiram Ulysses Grant in Ohio, Grant was a lieutenant in The Mexican War.  He 

distinguished himself at many battles, and was promoted.  Fighting for the Union during the Civil War, he was commanded by Henry 

Wager Halleck, who he would later have a few problems with.  He gained the nickname “Unconditional Surrender” Grant after he 

told Fort Donelson they had to surrender as such.  He was given command of Halleck and Rosecrans armies’ after Halleck was 

promoted.  He brilliantly put Vicksburg under siege.  It surrendered on July 4
th

.  He commanded in many major battles in the West, 

including Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain, and Missionary Ridge.  Lincoln promoted him to general in chief of all the Union armies.  

He endured huge casualties, but managed to secure the surrender of Robert E. Lee at Appomattox Courthouse.   He was elected 

President twice, but had corrupt terms, as he was often taken advantage of by his advisors.  He wrote his Memoirs, while suffering 

from throat cancer.  He soon after died. 

 

Greene, Nathaniel 

Born- Aug 7, 1742 

Died- June 19, 1786 

Served in the American Revolution.  He raised a company of militia for the war, but since he was partially lame, he was not elected 

captain.  After being appointed to brigadier general, he was promoted to major general, do to excellent performance in the Siege of 

Boston.  Although doing well in the Northern US, he replaced Horatio Gates in the South.  He lost many battles but the British 

victories were always pyrrhic.  He eventually drove them out of almost all their holdings.   

 

Haig, Alexander Meigs Jr. 

Born- December 2, 1924 

Not Dead As of Dec 14, 2004 

Served in the Vietnam War.  He fought as a brigade commander in Vietnam.  After the war, he was one of Richard Nixon’s advisors, 

vice chief of staff of the army, and chief of the White House staff.  Ronald Reagan appointed him secretary of state in 1981.  His 

memoir was How America Changed the World.   

 

Halleck, Henry Wager 

Born- Jan 16, 1815 

Died- Jan 9, 1872 

Served in the Mexican War and the Civil War.  In the Civil War, he was a Union major general.  He helped to organize the volunteers 

in the West, but he turned out to be a poor field officer, and was twice moved up so General Ulysses S. Grant could do his job, from 

general in chief, to chief of staff.  He turned out to be better suited to organizational work, than field command.   

 



Hancock, Winfield Scott 

Born- Feb 14, 1824 

Died- Feb 9, 1886 

Served in the Mexican War, Third Seminole War, Civil War, and the Indian Wars.  Named after General Winfield Scott, he served 

under him in the Mexican war.  He served in the “Bloody Kansas” attempts to keep peace as well.  During the Civil War, Hancock 

served the Union in the East and eventually gained control of II Corps.  He tried to get Ambrose E. Burnside to cross the 

Rappahannock, but could not get him to see reason.   At Gettysburg, he was the one who defended Cemetery Ridge against “Pickett’s 

Charge.” After the War, he served din the Indian Wars, but did not do very well.  In 1880, he ran for President, against Garfield, but 

lost.  He died 6 years later, as commander of the Department of the East. 

 

Hardee, William Joseph 

Born- Oct 12, 1815 

Died- Nov 6, 1873 

Served in the Second Seminole War, the Mexican War, and the Civil War.  He was a captain of dragoons in the Mexican War.  He 

wrote a pamphlet called, universally, Hardee’s Tactics, which was standard doctrine in the Us Army.   When the Civil War broke out, 

he sided with the Confederates.  Leading II Corps, he distinguished himself at Shiloh, and was promoted to lieutenant general.  During 

the Atlanta campaign, he served under John Bell Hood, but had himself transferred to S. Carolina. He was not able to stop Sherman’s 

March to the Sea, however.  He surrendered with Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of the Tennessee in 1865.   

 

Harrison, William Henry 

Born- Feb 22, 1723 

Died- April 4, 1841 

Served in the Indian Wars (1790-95) and the War of 1812.  He served as aide-de-camp to General Anthony Wayne in the Indian 

Wars.  He was appointed secretary to the Northwest Territory in 1798.  As governor of Indiana territory, he negotiated many crooked 

treaties with the Indians, which eventually led to fighting with Tecumseh.  He fought in the War of 1812, and fought in the NW 

Territory, including the famous battle of Tippecanoe.  After the war, he ran for President, and won, but died after one month from a 

cold he caught in his inauguration speech. 

 

Hill, Ambrose Powell 

Born- Nov 9, 1825 

Died- April 2, 1865 

Served in Mexican War, Third Seminole War, and the Civil War, CSA.  In the Civil War, he served under Stonewall Jackson.  After 

Jackson’s death, he took over the newly formed III Corps.  He fought until the Union assault on Petersburg, dying a week before 

General Lee surrendered.  He was the last major Confederate commander killed in battle. 

 

Hooker- Joseph 

Born- Nov 13, 1814 

Died- Oct 31, 1879 

Served in the Second Seminole War, Mexican War and the Civil War, for the Union.  He advanced through the Army of the Potomac, 

and after Ambrose E. Burnside’s disaster at Fredericksburg, he was promoted to command of the army.  He was defeated at 

Chancellorsville, and asked to be relived.  He was sent to command XI and XII Corps under general Grant, and also marched with 

Sherman in Atlanta.  We get the word “hooker” because of the girls “Fighting Joe” Hooker brought into the camps to raise morale.   

 

Houston, (Sam)uel 

Born- March 2, 1793 

Died July 26, 1863 

Served in the War of 1812, and the Texas War of Independence.  He served under General Andrew Jackson in the war of 1812.  He 

served as governor of Tennessee, but became depressed after his wife left him, resigned, and he moved west.  He formally joined a 

Cherokee tribe in 1829.  He worked with tribes in the West, in 1832.  He became interested in Texas politics.  When Texas seceded, 

and the slaughter at the Alamo occurred, he got his army of 740, and defeated the 1,600-man army of General Santa Anna.  After the 

war, and Texas was admitted into the Union, he became a senator.  He was elected governor of Texas, right before the Civil War.  He 

tried to stop it from seceding but did not succeed.  He died soon after.   

 

Hull, Isaac 

Born- March 9, 1773 

Died- Feb 13, 1843 

Served in the “Quasi War”, the Tripolitan War, and the War of 1812.  During the “Quasi War”, he was a lieutenant on the forty-four-

gun frigate, the Constitution.  In the War of 1812, he led it to victory against the British Navy, and got the ship the nickname ‘Old-

Ironsides.” 

 

Jackson Andrew 

Born- March 15, 1767 



Died- June 8, 1845 

Served in the American Revolution, the war of 1812, and the First Seminole War.  In the American Revolution, his combat consisted 

of being severely injured by a British officer, when he wouldn’t black the man’s boots.  He had a small political career, which died 

down, but he was appointed to major general of the volunteers of Tennessee when the war of 1812 broke out.  Near the end of the war, 

he won the battle of New Orleans, one of the few American victories.  However, the war had already been over for two weeks.  After 

the war, he kept up his standing in public opinion by driving the Seminoles out of their lands.  During this, he fought the Spanish in 

Florida as well, and even had a British and Scottish man killed for “aiding the Indians.”  His lawless actions gained the US Florida.  

He ran for president and won twice.  He brought about great changes, including the Indian Removal Act.  He did manage to postpone 

the Civil war by thirty years, however.   

 

Jackson, Thomas Jonathan “Stonewall” 

Born- Jan 21, 1824 

Died- May 10, 1863 

Served in the Mexican War and Civil War, CSA.  He was an artillery lieutenant in the Mexican war.  After the war, he taught artillery 

tactics at Virginia Military Institute.  When the Civil War broke out, he was promoted to brigadier general.  He won the nickname 

“Stonewall” after the first battle of Bull Run.  Lee relied on Jackson often.  His signature tactic was a flanking maneuver.  He was 

instrumental in the battles in the East, including the Second Battle of Bull Run, as well as Chancellorsville, and Antietam.  He 

commanded the II Corp of the Army of Northern Virginia.  After his flanking maneuver at Chancellorsville, he was shot be his own 

troops.  He died due to complications of pneumonia.  Also, called “Old Blue Light”, he was a very deeply Christian man.  

 

Johnston, Albert Sidney 

Born- Feb 2, 1803 

Died- April 6, 1862 

Served in the Black Hawk War, War of Texan Independence, Mexican War, and Civil War, on the Confederate side.  In the Texan 

War for Independence, he wound up as commander in chief, and was secretary of war, for the Republic of Texas, under Sam 

Houston.  He was commander of the Western Dept. of the Confederacy at the beginning of the war.  At the battle of Shiloh, he was 

mortally wounded.   

 

Johnston, Joseph Eggleston 

Born- Feb 3, 1807 

Died- March 21, 1891 

Served in Second Seminole War, Mexican War, Mormon Expedition, and Civil War.  Although he was in the artillery at first, he later 

joined the engineers.  He was the ranking Confederate officer at the First Battle of Bull Run.  He was in charge of the Confederate 

Army of the Potomac in the east, but after being wounded, Robert E. Lee became the new commander.  Johnston went to the west, 

specifically in Mississppi.  Following the fall of Vicksburg, he went to Tennessee.  He was removed from command when he could 

not stop Sherman, but Lee put him back near the end of the war. After the war he was elected to Congress, and was commissioner of 

railroads in 1885. 

 

Jones, John Paul 

Born- July 6, 1747 

Died- May 30, 1792 

Served in the American Revolution.  He came to American and added Jones to his name after he accidentally killed a mutinous sailor.  

He fitted out the first ship bought by the new American government, and was commissioned second lieutenant.  He was promoted to 

captain, and given a ship.  Eventually he was put in charge of a small fleet, commanding the Bon Homme Richard.  They defeated the 

Serapis, and during the battle, Jones spoke the famous words, “I have not yet begun to fight!”  When another of his ships was given to 

France after the war, he left with it.  He also fought for the Russians in the second Russo-Turkish war.  He died in France, and was 

interred at the Naval Academy in Annapolis, MD. 

 

Kimmel, Husband Edward 

Born- Feb 26, 1882 

Died- May 14, 1968 

Served in WWI and WWII.  During WWI, he was wounded during the occupation of Mexico.  He served in the Navy between the 

wars, and promoted to the office of CINCAP (commander in charge of the Pacific) and was preparing for the expected war. However, 

he did not prepare in Pearl Harbor, and so after the Japanese attack, he was blamed along with General Walter Short, and his career 

was destroyed. 

 

King, Ernest Joseph 

Born- Nov 23, 1878 

Died- June 25, 1956 

Served in Spanish-American War, WWI, and WWII.   Born in Lorain, Ohio, he was trained in submarines after WWI, and was in 

charge of the Atlantic Fleet shortly before WWII.  There, he waged the unofficial anti-submarine war with Germany.  After Pearl 



Harbor, he was promoted to chief of naval operations and then chief of Untied States Fleet.  He helped to plan Allied strategy, mainly 

in the Pacific theater.  He served as an advisor to President Truman after the war. 

Kinkaid, Thomas Cassin 

Born- April 3, 1888 

Died- Nov 17, 1972 

Served in WWI and WWII.  He was a naval gunner in WWI, and after the war, he was gradually promoted up to rear admiral.   He 

participated in the battles of the Coral Sea and Midway.  He was good at working with all the branches of the military, and helped to 

coordinate many of the amphibious assaults.  He also commanded the Aleutian campaign. 

 

Kirby Smith, Edmund 

Born- May 16, 1824 

Died- March 28, 1893 

Served in the Mexican War, and Civil War.  He joined the Confederates before the war began, and fought all throughout the war.  In 

fact, he was commanding the last major Confederate force to surrender, in Galveston, Texas, on May 26, 1865.   

 

Knox, Henry 

Born- July 25, 1750 

Died- Oct 25, 1806 

Served in the American Revolution. A bookseller, he joined the Mass. Militia and was rapidly promoted the colonel of the artillery.  

He saved Boston from capture by the British, using the cannons from Fort Ticonderoga.  He served in key roles in Trenton and 

Princeton and was after promoted to brigadier general.  He became the youngest major general in the army, and became commander in 

chief of the army after George Washington became president.  He is also given credit found founding West Point. 

 

Lee, Charles 

Born- 1731 

Died- Oct 2, 1782 

Served in the American Revolution.  He immigrated to America in 1773, and convinced Congress to appoint him to major general.  

He was captured in 1777, and turned traitor, but was allowed back the next year.  He was implicated in the Conway Cabal, an attempt 

to get Washington out of power.  Later he was dismissed from the army.   

 

Lee, Henry “Light Horse Harry” 

Born- Jan 29, 1756 

Died- March 25, 1818  

Served in the American Revolution.  He was in charge of a regiment of dragoons.  They did so well, that they became their own force 

of cavalry, rather than a part of the army.  After George Washington’s death, he was the one who eulogized him as “first in the hearts 

of his countrymen.”  Debt-ridden and crippled, Lee died on his way back to Virginia from the West Indies.  He was the father of the 

famous Robert E. Lee. 

 

Lee, Robert Edward 

Born- Jan 19, 1807 

Died- Oct 12, 1870 

Served in the Mexican War and Civil War.  Son of Revolutionary War hero, Henry Lee, husband of great-granddaughter of Martha 

Washington, Mary Custis, he attended West Point, where he was the only person to never receive a single demerit.  He served as a 

staff officer under Winfield Scott during the Mexican War.  He was offered the command of the Union troops when the South 

seceded, but declined in favor of his home, Virginia.  He was an advisor to Jefferson Davis, and organized Virginia’s army.  After the 

wounding of Joseph E. Johnston, he was put in charge of the Army of Northern Virginia.  At first, when he had his men dig trenches, 

he was called the “King of Spades” He defeated every Union commander of the Army of the Potomac, until he came against George 

G. Meade at Gettysburg.  He lost that key battle, the turning point of the war.  He inflicted major casualties to General Ulysses S. 

Grant but nonetheless slowly lost the war, pushed back by overwhelming numbers. He was belatedly promoted to commander in 

chief of all the Confederate armies.  He surrendered at Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 1865.  He was probably the most loved 

American general, on both sides, before and since.   

 

Logan, John Alexander 

Born- February 9, 1826 

Died- Dec 26, 1886 

Served in the Mexican War and Civil War.  He fought in Mississippi under Grant and in Tennessee.  After the war, he originated 

Memorial Day. 

 

Longstreet, James 

Born- Jan 8, 1921 

Died- Jan 2, 1904 



Served in the Mexican war and Civil war.  He served in Virginia from the beginning.  He did not agree with Lee’s invasion of 

Maryland in 1863, but fought well anyway, although he is sometimes blamed for the loss at Gettysburg.  He was sent to Tennessee 

afterwards to help Braxton Bragg.  He was injured in the Battle of the Wilderness and surrendered with Lee at Appomattox.  After 

the war he became a Republican.  His memoirs were From Manassas to Appomattox. 

 

MacArthur, Douglas 

Born- Jan 26, 1880 

Died- April 5, 1964 

Served in WWI, WWII, and Korea.  He created the “Rainbow Division,” the only division composed exclusively of National Guard 

units drawn from different locations throughout the United States, in WWI.  He was chief of staff of the army in 1930.  He left 

American service to serve for the Philippines, in order to finish their defenses for when they left the Untied States.  Soon before 

WWII, he returned to the US.  He organized the inevitably beaten defense of the Philippines, but eventually had to evacuate, vowing, 

“I shall return.”  He commanded the island hopping strategy used by the US in the Pacific.  He personally commanded the troops 

invading the Leyte, in the Philippines.  He accepted the Japanese surrender on Sept 2, 1945.  He was in charge of the rebuilding and 

democratization of Japan.  He was named commander of UN forces in Korea.   He staged possibly the best military operation of his 

career, when he landed forces at Inchon, which ultimately destroyed the North Korean forces in South Korea.  When Chinese forces 

entered the war, he publicly advocated bombing China.  As a result, he was relieved of command by President Truman, despite having 

just recaptured Seoul a month earlier.  He returned to the US and gave his famous speech to Congress, including the phrase, “old 

soldiers never die, they just fade away.”  He soon retired from public life. 

 

MacGruder, John Bankhead “Prince John” 

Born- Aug 15, 1810 

Died- Feb 18, 1871 

Served in Second Seminole War, Mexican War, and Civil War.  During the Civil War, he served under Lee, but was “exiled” to Texas 

for tardiness at Malvern Hill.  After the war, he fled to Mexico, and served under the doomed Mexican emperor Maximilian.   

 

Marion, Francis “Swamp Fox” 
Born- 1732 

Died- Feb 27, 1795 

Served in American Revolution.  He fought in the Southern states, but after the British drove the Americans out of Charleston, he 

organized a guerilla force in South Carolina.  They were very effective, often defeating much larger forces.  He enlarged his forces 

and formed Marion’s Brigade, and continued raiding a larger area.  After the war, he helped to form South Carolina’s constitutional 

convention.   

 

McClellan, George Brinton 

Born- Dec 3, 1826 

Died Oct 29, 1885 

Served in Mexican-War and Civil War.  McClellan was made commander in chief, to replace Winfield Scott.  The “Young 

Napoleon” repeatedly did not press his advantage against Robert E. Lee.  The bloody draw at Antietam could have been a stupendous 

Union Victory, except for his timidity.  He was relieved of command in November of 1862.  He ran against Lincoln in 1864, but was 

soundly defeated.  He went back to his railroads after the war.  He also invented a type of saddle commonly used today, the McClellan 

saddle.  

 

Meade, George Gordon 

Born- Dec 31- 1815 

Died- Nov 6, 1872 

Served in Second Seminole War, Mexican War, and Civil War.  Promoted to command of the Army of the Potomac after Joe Hooker 

was removed, he fought against Lee in the battle of Gettysburg.  He won that key battle, the turning point in the war.  However, he 

failed to counterattack and allowed Lee to retreat, prolonging the war. 

 

Miles, Nelson Appleton 

Born- Aug 8, 1839  

Died- May 15, 1925 

Served in Civil War, Red River War, Sioux War, Nez Percé War, War with Geronimo, Ghost Dance Uprising, and Spanish-American 

War.  He worked his way up to major general during the Civil War.  He served as jailer of CSA President Jefferson Davis.  During the 

Indian Wars, he was instrumental in many of the battles that caused the Indians to surrender, including Chief Joseph, Geronimo, and 

the Ghost Dance Uprising.  He was blamed for the massacre at Wounded Knee, even though he had relieved the perpetrator of 

command.  He often fought with the war department during the years before he was forced to retire. 

 

Nimitz, Chester William  

Born- Feb 24, 1885 

Died- Feb 20, 1966 



Served in WWI and WWII.  During WWI, he was chief of staff of the commander of the Atlantic Fleet’s submarines.  After Husband 

E. Kimmel resigned due to Pearl Harbor, Nimitz was promoted to commander in chief of the Pacific Fleet.  After he rebuilt and 

fortified the Hawaiian Islands, he was given command of all the US forces in the Pacific.  He was key in counter the Japanese in the 

battles of the Coral Sea and Midway, as well as formulating the island hopping campaign.  He also planned the battle of Iwo Jima and 

the campaign to take Okinawa. He was special assistant to the Secretary of Navy after the war, and published a history of naval 

warfare, entitled, Sea Power: a Naval History in 1951. 

 

Norstad, Lauris 

Born- March 24, 1907 

Died- Sept 12, 1988 

Served in WWII.  He worked his way through the ranks after graduating from West Point, and eventually was working for General 

“Hap” Arnold.  He planned the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  After the war, he eventually became Supreme Allied 

commander of NATO during the Cold War.   

 

Patton, George Smith 

Born- Nov 11, 1885 

Died- Dec 21, 1945 

Served in Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa, WWI, and WWII.  He served under John J. Pershing during WWI.  After the war, 

he perfected armored tactics at Fort Meade.  Soon after US entry to WWII, he was named commander of I Armored Corps.  He was 

named commander of II Corps after Rommel defeated them at the Kasserine Pass.  After, when visiting wounded men, he found one 

with battle fatigue.  He slapped him and accused him of cowardice.  Patton was then sent back to England where he was kept out of D-

Day, and used as a decoy to make the Germans think he was going to invade.  After D-Day, he was given command of the new Third 

Army; using it he led the breakout from Normandy, and the lighting advance across France.  He countered the final German 

counterattack, commonly known as the Battle of the Bulge, and relieved Bastogne.  The Third Army still made it all the way to 

Czechoslovakia before the Germans surrendered.  Despite his deep desire to fight in the war in the Pacific, he was made to compile a 

history of the war.  He soon after was in a car accident, from which he died.  “Old Blood and Guts” was a deeply religious, and yet 

exceedingly vulgar man.  He carried his ivory handled revolvers and riding crop with him everywhere.  He was both a much loved, 

and much hated man.   

 

Perry, Matthew Calbraith 

Born- April 10, 1794 

Died- April 3, 1858 

Served in War of 1812, Algerine War, and Mexican war.  He commanded the squadron that helped Winfield Scott’s landing and 

capture of Veracruz.  Years later, he sailed into Tokyo Bay, and convinced the Japanese to treat with the US and the rest of the world.  

This helped to secure the US a place as a world power.   

 

Perry, Oliver Hazard 

Born- Aug 23, 1785 

Died – Aug 23, 1819 

Served in the Tripolitan War and the War of 1812.  He was the older brother of Matthew C. Perry.  He was in charge of the Newport 

flotilla at the beginning of the War of 1812.  After he helped Winfield Scott capture Ontario, he engaged the British fleet blockading 

Lake Erie.  His ship, the Lawrence, was far ahead of the lagging other ships in the fleet.  He rowed back to the flotilla in a small boat, 

and urged them to attack.  They defeated the British in the Battle of Lake Erie, and went on to fight the Battle of the Thames, the 

turning point in the War of 1812.   

 

Pershing, John Joseph 

Born- Sept 15, 1860 

Died- July 15, 1948 

Served in the Indian Wars, Spanish American War, in the Philippines, the Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa, and WWI.  He 

fought at San Juan Hill, and impressed teddy Roosevelt so much, that he promoted him from captain to brigadier general!  After 

Pancho Villa raided Columbus, New Mexico, President Woodrow Wilson ordered him to invade Mexico and capture him.  

Afterwards, he was named commander of the American Expeditionary Force, the force that helped to turn the tide of the war in 

Europe.  His aide was none other than George S. Patton, who considered him the finest American general ever. 

 

Powell, Colin Luther 

Born- April 5, 1937 

Has not died as of Dec 30, 2004 

Served in the Vietnam War and Persian Gulf (Kuwait) War.  He was one of the advisors sent to Vietnam before US military 

involvement.  He also served as assistant chief of staff for an infantry division.  He served briefly as executive assistant to the 

Secretary of Energy in 1979, but moved to assistant to the deputy secretary of defense until 1981.  President H.W. Bush selected him 

as chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the first African American to serve in that position.  He directed US participation in the 



Persian Gulf War in 1991.  He retired from the military in 1993, but President George W. Bush chose him as his Secretary of State in 

2000.  He has chosen not to continue his post in Bush’s second term. 

 

Quantrill, William Clarke 

Born- July 31, 1837 

Died- May 1865 

Served in the Civil war.  He led a group of vicious irregulars during the Civil War.  They were known for their slaughtering of both 

unarmed civilians and soldiers, even those who had surrendered.  His band included future outlaws Frank and Jesse James, and Bob 

and Cole Younger.   

 

Schwarzkopf, Herbert Norman Jr. 

Born- August 22, 1934 

Has not died as of Dec 30, 2004 

Served in Vietnam, the Grenada Invasion, and the Persian Gulf (Kuwait) War.  He commander US forces in during the invasion of 

Grenada.  He also successfully commanded Operations Desert Shield and Desert Storm as a four-star General. 

 

Scott, Winfield 

Born- June 13, 1786 

Died- May 29, 1866 

Served in the War of 1812, Second Seminole War, Aroostook War, Mexican war and Civil War.  He nearly started the War of 1812 

five years early when he arrested British officers on a boat who are searching for supplies along the coast.  He fought in Canada 

during the War of 1812.  He was eventually promoted to major general.  The next year, in 1842, he became general in chief.  He 

shaped the army into the most advanced in its day. He planned the first amphibious assault, on the fortifications at Veracruz in 

Mexico.  He fought General Santa Anna back to Mexico City and finally ended the war.  He ran for President in 1852, but lost to 

Franklin Pierce.  He was old near the beginning of the Civil War, so Lincoln replaced him with General George B. McClellan.   

However, his Anaconda Plan was still used by the Union to defeat the Confederates. 

 

Sherman, William Tecumseh 

Born- Feb 8, 1820 

Died- Feb 14, 1891 

Served in the Second Seminole War, Mexican War and Civil War.  At first, during the Civil War, he commanded the troops in 

Kentucky.  However, he faltered and was removed form command.  He was assigned as a division commander in the Army of 

Tennessee, under U.S. Grant.  At Shiloh, he redeemed himself.  He supported Grant in his siege of Vicksburg, and also later rescued 

Ambrose Burnside who was besieged at Knoxville.  When Grant went East, and assaulted Richmond, Sherman, who was now in 

charge of the armies of the West, went on his famous “March to the Sea,” taking or burning and destroying all supplies from Savannah 

to Atlanta.  He also defeated Generals Joseph E. Johnston and John Bell Hood.  This was the first “total war.”  He also captured the 

Carolinas. “Uncle Billy” became commanding general of the army, and later was nominated by the Republicans for President, but 

declined. 

 

Short, Walter Campbell 

Born- March 30, 1880 

Died- Sept 3, 1949 

Served in the Punitive Expedition against Pancho Villa, WWI and WWII.  He was put in charge of the Hawaiian Dept. soon before 

WWII, but made many mistakes in his command there.  He, along with Admiral Husband E. Kimmel, is largely blamed for the 

inadequate defenses at Pearl Harbor. 

 

Sims, William Sowden 

Born- Oct 15, 1858 

Died- Sept 28, 1936 

Served in Spanish-American War and WWI.  He commanded all US naval forces operating in European waters.  He was a strong 

critic of the navy after the war, and encouraged the development of naval aviation. 

 

Taylor, Zachary 

Born- Nov 24, 1784 

Died- July 9, 1850 

Served in the War against Tecumseh, War of 1812, Black Hawk War, Second Seminole War, and Mexican War.  He worked his way 

up the ranks, sometimes using political pull to gain ranks.  He and defeated the Mexicans at Palo Alto and was given command of the 

Army of the Rio Grande.  With it, he invaded Mexico but bogged down in Northern Mexico. Despite having sent many of his troops 

to Winfield Scott, he defeated Santa Anna at Buena Vista.  He used this victory to win the Presidency in 1848.  However, he died of 

heatstroke the next year.   

 

Washington, George 



Born- Feb 22, 1732 

Died- Dec 14, 1799 

Served in the American Revolution.  He was one of Virginia’s delegates to the First Continental Congress and a member of the 

Second Congress.  He was asked to serve as general in chief when war broke out.  He lost quite a bit at first, but was able to win a few 

key battles, such as the battle of Trenton, in which he captured many Hessians without firing a shot.  He later waged the Germantown 

campaign, which did not go as well.  However, his subordinates won the battle of Saratoga, which convinced the French to help the 

Americans.  While trying to hold the army together he was involved in the Conway Cabal, and attempt to get him out of power and to 

replace him with Charles Lee.  In 1780, he worked with the French to execute the Yorktown campaign, which cornered and besieged 

Charles Cornwallis.  His surrender essentially ended the war.  After the war, he did his best to unite the colonies.  He was elected to 

two terms and declined a third, setting a precedent, as he did in many ways. 

 

Wayne, “Mad” Anthony 

Born- Jan 1, 1745 

Died- Dec 15, 1796 

Served in the American Revolution and Little Turtle’s War.  He participated in the invasion of Canada in the Revolution.  He later 

commanded Fort Ticonderoga.  He gained his nickname when he said he did not recognize a neighbor of his who had deserted.  He 

rushed to defend West Point after Benedict Arnold turned traitor.  During the Indian Wars in the late 1700’s, he was put in command 

of the troops after two inexperienced commanders had been soundly defeated.  His victory over them gained the land in Ohio from the 

Indians, and also forced the British to relinquish the forts they had lost in the Treaty of Paris, 1783.  He died soon after to illness 

however. 

 

Westmoreland, William Chidds 

Born- March 26, 1914 

Has not died as of Dec 30, 2004 

Served in WWII, Korea and Vietnam.  In WWII he distinguished himself in the disaster in the Kasserine Pass.  After D-Day he was 

promoted to chief of staff of the Ninth Division of Infantry.  He served on the General Staff from 1953 to 1958.  He took over 

Vietnam from General Paul Darkin and oversaw the escalation of US involvement. He did not support reduction in participation and 

so was promoted out of command and replaced with General Creighton W. Abrams Jr.  He retired in 1972 and took part in a 1986 

libel case with CBS over reports that he had falsified enemy strength and casualty reports.   


