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Nursing program woes is terrible news
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To learn that the 25-year-old New Mexico State University-Alamogordo nursing program is on "life-support" is
terrible news.

However, it is truly devastating news for those of us who labored and dedicated years of our lives to creating an
outstanding, regionally recognized, and nationally accredited associates degree nursing program, which had one of
the first, state-of-the-art, all competency-based curricula in the nation.

The community needs to be aware that, short of filing a class-action law suit against the college for creating a hostile
work environment, the former nursing faculty did everything legally, within their power, to protect and preserve the
program.

The former nursing faculty dared to protest against changes being made to the program, at times without their
knowledge or input, which did not conform to the professional guidelines and standards of our regulatory bodies.
This included petitioning the Board of Nursing multiple times, seeking counsel from the ombudsman at NMSU,
contacting and meeting with the associate provost at NMSU to address our concerns, and engaging a person to
mediate between the nursing faculty and the administration.

Within a two-year period, a majority of the former faculty opted to either take early retirements or resign. To
appreciate how impactful this exodus of faculty was, it is important to realize that the cumulative expertise of those
faculty who departed was almost 300 years!

It broke my heart when I took an early retirement in December 2008 because I could see the program was beginning
to unravel. I mourn the community's loss of that wonderful program. Many exceptional RNs who graduated from
that program continue to serve our community and the nation, and for that I am truly grateful and very proud.
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