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In addition to a complete set of materials to follow 
the course, every delegate will receive a DVD 
containing a complete set of model pleadings 
settled by patent counsel, model application 
notices, skeleton arguments for use at trial, case 
management conferences and other applications 
and model minutes of order with links to the 
relevant rules, practice directions, cases and the 
Jackson and IPCUC Reports.  
 
We have decided to hold this seminar in Bradford 

because it is more or less equidistant between 
Liverpool and Hull on the M62 axis and the East 
Midlands and Tyneside on the A1 and M1. It is well 
served by rail. Bradford town centre is just a short 
taxi ride from Leeds-Bradford International Airport 
for those travelling from the other regions or 
abroad. 
 
The seminar will take place in Gumption Centres 

which is almost opposite the National Media 
Museum and Bradford ice rink. There are several 
car parks and ample street parking nearby. A map 
with full directions to Gumption is on the Gumption 
website at www.gumptioncentres.co.uk. If lost, 

call Gumption’s reception on 01274 271114.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This course is presented by NIPC Ltd., a private company 
incorporated with limited liability in England and Wales 
under the provisions of the Companies Acts 1985 – 2006 
with company number 06223818. Its registered office is 
c/o HWCA Ltd., Northern Assurance Buildings, 9-21, 
Princess Street, Manchester, M2 4DN. 



 

 
We now have what is in effect a new intellectual property 
court. It is one that puts British entrepreneurs, inventors 
and investors on an equal footing with their Continental 
competitors. 
 
Back in 2003 the government’s high level Intellectual 
Property Advisory Committee compared the costs of 
patent enforcement proceedings in the UK with those in 
France, Germany, the Netherlands and the USA. They 
found that the average cost of an infringement claim in 
the Patents Court was £1 million and between £150,000 
and £250,000 even in the Patents County Court 
compared to €50,000 in France and Germany and 
€10,000 to €40,000 in the Netherlands. Only the USA 
had similar costs to ours but there costs do not usually 
follow the event and there are plenty of lawyers prepared 
to act on a contingency fee. 
 
Effectively England was the most expensive jurisdiction 
in the world in which to litigate an IP claim. Small wonder 
that we trail not just the USA and Japan but also 
Germany, France and even the Netherlands and 
Switzerland, with one third and one eighth of our 
population respectively, in the number of European 
patent applications. 
 
Now, at last, the government has reduced costs 
dramatically for claims involving small and medium 
enterprises worth less than £500,000. New rules were 
introduced on 1 Oct 2010 limiting the costs that can be 
recovered for each stage of litigation in the Patents 
County Court with overall caps of £50,000 for 
determining liability and £25,000 for an account of profits 
or an inquiry. Pleadings stand as evidence and there are 
strict controls on admitting other evidence. The Court will 
sit outside London whenever appropriate. Interim 
applications will usually be considered on the papers. 
Cross-examination will be limited. Trials will generally be 
concluded within one or at the most two days. 
 
Since nearly all IP cases from outside London fit the 
above criteria, the Patents County Court will be the usual 
forum for the resolution of those disputes.  
 
 

 
It is therefore vital for solicitors, patent and trade mark 
attorneys and counsel, who wish to continue to advise 
and represent small and medium enterprises, to learn the 
new rules and practice. We have therefore put together a 
seminar that covers these topics s shown in the table to 
the right. 
 

 
The principal speaker will be Jane Lambert of NIPC.  
 
Jane is the only member of the Intellectual Property Bar 
Association to practise outside London. She has been an 
enthusiast for this court ever since 1988 when she 
argued for it against Henry Carr QC and Richard Sutton 
of what is now DLA Piper in an LES debate at the 
Manchester Club. She has fought patents, registered 
designs, design right and trade mark cases in that court 
and once settled 25%of the claims issued out of that 
court. She contributed to the Intellectual Property Court 
Users Committee Report that led to the new rules and 
has published many articles and case notes about the 
court. 
 

 
Joining her will be Gareth Greaves-Miller of specialist 
intellectual property brokers McParland Finn. Gareth will 
talk about the growing number of insurance products that 
will allow small businesses to enforce their intellectual 
property rights. 
 

 
 

Topics 
 

14:00-14:45 Overview: history of the 
Patents County Court, 
Jackson and IPCUC 
Reports, Part 63 and PD, 
Patents Court and Patents 
County Court Guide; the 
amendments to the CPR 
and the Costs Practice 
Direction; a review of 
Technical Fibre, Alk-Abello 
and Westwood v Knight 
and main consequences. 

14:45 -15:15 Advising a client before a 
dispute arises: intellectual 
property audit; search and 
watch services; patent, 
trade mark and design 
registration; managing 
confidential information, 
dispute resolution clauses, 
allowable costs and 
disbursements. Funding 

15:15- 15:30 Refreshments 

15:30 – 16:00 Gareth Greaves-Milner 

Intellectual property 
insurance  

16:00 – 16:30 The Ground Work: Pre-
action Practice Direction 
and Code of Practice,  
letters before claim, 
alternatives to litigation, 
pleadings, case 
management, experts, 
interim, applications, 
skeletons, trial, minutes of 
order 

16:30 – 17:15 Remaining Knotty 
Problems 
Transfers to and from other 
courts; claiming costs off 
the scale; hearings outside 
London. 

 


