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During my time in the summer workshop, I plan to work on my thesis, which is a novel 

that is set in Akron, Ohio.  The book revolves around a gang rape that happens during a high 

school dance.  The events of the novel will be seen mainly through the perspective of Chelsea 

Turner, a student at the high school. The other two significant characters are her mother and her 

boyfriend’s best friend Nick (I’m in the process of changing his last name – haven’t settled on 

one that I like yet). I do not intend to write from the perspective of the rape victim. 

The novel is based on an event, but is mainly concerned with the reaction of the Akron 

community and the impact the incident has on the main character(s). As a native Akronite, it was 

very important to me that the book is set in Akron, as opposed to an invented city. I wanted to set 

this novel in a place that I am connected with and I am interested in the idea of “fictionalizing” 

aspects of the city to fit this work.  

The idea for this story came to me after a similar situation occurred at a California high 

school. I read an article about the incident that suggested the rape was “inevitable” because of 

the high poverty level in the surrounding neighborhood, a street culture that glorifies the 

degradation of women, and a young woman who wanted to be liked by her male classmates. I 

began to wonder if such an event could happen in an Akron school and if it did, I wondered how 

would the community react. The imagined response to such a terrible event intrigued me and I 

plan to include the thoughts and opinions of the larger community in the novel in some way. I 

would like to play around with the structure and avoid telling the story in a linear fashion, if I 

can.  

The protagonist, Chelsea Turner, is not directly involved in the incident, although she 

attends the school function on the night of the gang rape. Chelsea is a senior, and is in the 

process of becoming an adult and trying to figure out what she wants to do with her life. Her 

father and brother died in a house fire when she was a young girl and in the novel, she will 

explore how their absence impacts her present life, specifically her relationship with her mother. 

Although Chelsea doesn’t know the student involved in the rape, I want to examine how the 

reactions of her classmates, friends and the community affect her as she is on the precipice of 

adulthood. 



Specifically for the workshop, I intend to write the chapters in the voice of Nick (because 

his chapters are rather short, I feel that three chapters is an attainable goal). His voice is 

stylistically different from anything I’ve tried before and I wanted you all to read a section of 

Ondaatje’s Coming Through Slaughter as an example of what I’d like to play around with as far 

as style.  

I included an article about the actual rape that inspired me to do this project. I wanted you 

to read this because of the statement that the gang rape was inevitable. This article made me want 

to explore the perceived helplessness of the school authorities and the subversive culture of the 

attackers – I’m not sure how much of this will actually make it into the work, but it intrigued me 

at the time.  

There are also two stories from Holly Goddard-Jones’ collection, Girl Trouble. The two 

stories are linked by an event, the murder of a female college student, but each one is from a 

different perspective. “Parts” is from the perspective of the murdered student’s mother – I 

wanted to include this one and “Proof of God,” which is written from the POV of one of the 

murderers because I wanted you all to get a sense of…my vision (haha). I’m interested in 

looking at how the same event can be different for two different people and how said event 

impacts their lives. The last story in the packet is Raymond Carver’s “So Much Water So Close 

to Home” and I chose this one because I was thinking of my protagonist, Chelsea, and how her 

opinions of her friends and classmates will change because of the judgments she makes about 

their actions. I hope this will be clear to you when you read the stories.  

 

 



Reading Materials 

 

Included in packet: 

 

“Proof of God” – From Girl Trouble, Holly Goddard-Jones. 2009 

“Parts” – From Girl Trouble, Holly Goddard-Jones. 2009 

 

“So Much Water So Close to Home” – From Short Cuts, Raymond Carver.  1993 

 

Article from SFGate.com – “Richmond Gang Rape Seen as Nearly Inevitable.” 2009 

 

 

To be purchased, borrowed, or stolen –  

 

Part 2 of Coming Through Slaughter, pgs 47-102. Michael Ondaatje. Vintage, 1996. ISBN 

0679767851. 


