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The	Nature	of	God's	Love
	

You	want	to	be	loved.	You	need	to	know	you	are	loved.	You	want	to	be	sure
you	 are	 accepted	 by	 others	 –	 this	 is	 only	 natural.	Yet	 your	 deepest	 need	 is	 to
know	God	loves	you,	and	that	you	are	accepted	by	Him.

Is	this	possible?	To	know	God	in	such	a	way	as	to	be	certain	of	His	love	and
acceptance?	Is	it	really	possible	to	live	in	a	personal	relationship	of	love	with	the
One	who	created	the	universe,	to	know	that	you	matter	to	Him?	Can	you	be	sure
that	He	is	ready	to	care	for	you	and	provide	for	your	needs,	simply	because	He
loves	you?

A	relationship	in	which	you	know	that	you	are	loved,	accepted,	appreciated
in	this	life,	and	for	all	eternity,	will	meet	your	deepest	need.	Such	a	relationship
is	possible!

The	Apostle	John	makes	the	simple	statement:	"God	is	love"	(1	John	4:16).
We	live	in	a	world	where	the	word	love	is	used	in	a	very	different	way	from	that
of	 the	Bible.	God's	 love	 is	unique	 and	very	different	 from	 the	 emotional	bond
between	a	man	and	a	woman,	or	the	love	expressed	within	a	family.	God	is	Spirit
and	so	His	love	is	spiritual	rather	than	emotional.	What	does	this	mean?

Spiritual	love	sounds	unreal	or	impersonal;	whereas	God's	love	is	more	real,
permanent	and	reliable	than	any	other	kind	of	love.	It	is	also	utterly	practical	and
personal.

Human	love	has	elements	of	selfishness	and	can	easily	fluctuate	with	mood
and	 circumstance.	 People	 are	 very	 selective	 in	 choosing	 who	 they	 love,
preferring	to	relate	to	a	few,	while	ignoring	the	many.	Not	only	do	people	choose
the	objects	of	their	affection	and	love,	but	these	affections	can	readily	change,	as
the	modern	divorce	rate	clearly	demonstrates.

It	seems	then,	that	human	love	and	affection	is	very	fragile.	Although	there	is
a	natural	bonding	among	family	members,	family	feuds,	tensions	and	complete
breakdown	in	relationships	are	all	too	common.

We	need	a	love	that	is	stable,	dependable,	reliable.	A	love	that	is	consistent
and	will	never	be	taken	from	us.	Once	you	know	God's	love,	you	never	have	to
fear	 that	 He	 will	 ‘go	 off	 you',	 that	 you	 will	 no	 longer	 be	 the	 object	 of	 His
affection.	 Your	 acceptance	 in	 other	 relationships	 depends	 on	 the	 way	 you
respond	 and	 behave	 towards	 those	 individuals.	 In	 God's	 love	 we	 discover	 a



wonderful	truth:	He	loves	us	even	before	we	love	Him,	or	know	Him	personally.
His	love	does	not	depend	on	our	response	to	Him	or	our	performance	once	we
know	Him.	 The	 things	 we	 do	 that	 offend	 God's	 love	 can	 certainly	 affect	 our
relationship	with	Him,	but	they	cannot	stop	Him	from	loving	us,	even	when	we
are	disobedient,	independent	and	rebellious	in	our	attitudes	towards	Him.

You	see,	He	loves	because	He	is	 love.	 It	 is	His	nature	 to	 love.	He	does	not
need	a	reason	to	love;	He	simply	loves.	But	we	still	need	to	understand	in	what
way	He	loves	His	people.

Because	His	 love	 is	different	 from	human	 love,	 the	New	Testament	writers
chose	 to	 use	 a	 completely	 different	word	 for	God's	 love	 in	 the	 original	Greek
text,	 so,	 agape	 has	 become	 a	 technical	 word	 for	 God's	 love.	 Agape	 is	 love
expressed	in	action,	not	emotion.	The	principle	action	that	of	giving:
	

For	God	so	loved	the	world	that	he	gave	his	one	and	only	Son,	that	whoever
believes	in	him	shall	not	perish	but	have	eternal	life.	(John	3:16)

	
This	 is	 probably	 the	 best	 known	 verse	 in	 the	 Bible.	 We	 learn	 several

important	truths	about	God's	love	from	it:

God	loves	the	world,	all	He	has	created,	 including	everyone	who	 lives
on	earth.
In	His	love	He	gives.
He	gives	His	very	best,	His	only	Son.
Even	 though	all	have	 sinned	and	 fallen	 short	of	His	glory,	 so	deserve
nothing	 from	 Him	 except	 to	 be	 condemned	 and	 separated	 from	 His
love,	He	does	not	want	any	to	perish.
In	His	love	He	wants	to	give	eternal	life	to	all	who	accept	His	Son	and
believe	in	Him.	Eternal	life	is	God's	own	life,	life	in	all	its	fullness,	and
not	a	continuation	of	this	present	life	in	the	world	as	we	know	it	now.

In	His	love	God	gives	His	best	to	those	who	deserve	nothing	from	Him.	This
is	love	expressed	in	what	the	Bible	calls	grace.	Grace	is	the	favour	of	God	we	do
not	deserve.	What	He	gives	by	grace,	He	gives	freely	to	all	who	believe	in	Jesus
Christ	as	Lord	of	their	lives,	not	as	a	result	of	anything	they	have	done.	Grace	is
God	giving	everything	 to	 those	who	deserve	nothing.	 It	 is	very	easy	 to	qualify
for	grace;	you	simply	have	to	deserve	nothing!

Because	He	loves	every	sinner	even	before	they	turn	to	Jesus	Christ,	God's
love	for	you	is	an	indisputable	truth	that	has	nothing	to	do	with	who	or	what	you
are.	It	is	His	nature	to	love,	so	He	loves	you	and	wants	you	to	know	that	love	and



believe	in	Him	so	you	can	receive	all	He	wants	to	give	you	by	His	grace.
God	is	holy	and	righteous.	Sin	is	anything	in	a	person's	life	that	is	opposed	to

His	 holy	 and	 righteous	 will,	 so	 it	 is	 certainly	 true	 that	 all	 have	 sinned.	 Sin
deserves	 to	 be	 punished,	 but	 in	 His	 love	 God	 wants	 to	 save	 us	 from	 the
punishment.	 He	 is	 merciful,	 treating	 us	 in	 a	 way	 totally	 opposite	 to	 what	 we
rightfully	deserve.

Because	of	our	sin	and	the	way	we	grieve	God,	the	punishment	we	deserve	is
condemnation,	 death,	 and	 eternal	 separation	 from	 Him.	 Saving	 us	 from	 that
punishment	 took	 the	death	of	His	Son	on	a	cross.	 In	His	mercy	He	is	 ready	 to
forgive	us	and	restore	us	to	the	relationship	of	love	with	Him	that	He	desires	and
for	which	He	created	us.

He	goes	much	further	though.	In	His	grace,	He	gives	eternal	life	to	those	He
saves.	 They	 can	 share	 in	 His	 life	 while	 on	 earth	 and	 receive	 an	 eternal
inheritance	in	glory	with	Him.	They	have	done	nothing	to	deserve	or	earn	these
riches.	 They	 have	 simply	 availed	 themselves	 of	 the	 mercy	 God	 has	 made
available	 through	His	Son,	Jesus.	Those	who	believe	 in	Jesus	have	been	saved
from	what	they	deserve	and	have	been	given	what	they	could	never	deserve.

Do	 you	 see	 how	 practical	 the	 agape	 love	 of	 God	 is?	 He	 does	 not	 sit	 in
heaven	 simply	 offering	 comforting	 words,	 "I	 love	 you,	 I	 love	 you."	 He	 has
demonstrated	His	love	in	positive	action:	He	sent	His	Son	to	live	among	us,	and
to	 share	 the	weaknesses	of	our	human	nature.	He	planned	 that	He	should	 then
die	 for	us	on	a	cross,	 taking	our	shame	and	guilt,	 suffering	 the	punishment	we
deserve.	God	would	betray	His	nature	if	He	said	that	sin	did	not	matter.	But	in
His	love,	He	was	prepared	to	pay	the	price	Himself	in	order	to	make	it	possible
for	you	to	know	Him	as	Father;	and	to	be	given	a	place	in	His	Kingdom	during
this	life,	and	eternally	with	Him	in	glory.	What	love!



God's	Love	In	Jesus
	

The	solution	God	offers	people	is	the	expression	of	His	love	for	them.	This	is
not	emotion,	but	positive	and	costly	action.	It	cost	Him	the	life	and	death	of	His
own	Son.

Jesus	 is	 the	 supreme	 expression	 of	 love.	 It	 was	 through	 Jesus	 that	 God
brought	all	creation	 into	being.	He	was	 the	Word	spoken	by	God	by	which	all
things	were	made.	Man	was	the	pinnacle	of	this	creation,	made	in	His	image,	to
be	like	Him,	to	reflect	His	character	and	to	live	in	unity	with	Him.

However,	man's	decision	 to	sin,	 to	disobey	God	and	rebel	against	His	will,
broke	that	unity.	Man	became	proud,	selfish	and	independent,	the	very	opposite
of	God's	 purpose.	 This	 disunity	 had	 the	 very	 serious	 effect	 of	 cutting	 him	 off
from	 God's	 life	 and	 love.	 He	 still	 loved	 him	 and	 demonstrated	 this	 by
withholding	judgement	from	him.	For	if	God	were	to	deal	with	men	and	women
as	 they	 deserved,	 He	 would	 simply	 wipe	 them	 from	 the	 face	 of	 the	 earth.
Because	 of	 His	 love,	 He	 does	 not	 want	 to	 do	 this.	 Although	 the	 time	 of
judgement	will	surely	come,	His	desire	is	to	save	us	from	the	condemnation	we
deserve.	 He	 wants	 to	 restore	 us,	 rather	 than	 judge	 us;	 forgive	 us	 rather	 than
condemn	us.

But	what	a	cost	He	had	 to	pay	 to	effect	 this!	Men	and	women	could	never
save	 themselves	 from	 the	 consequences	 of	 their	 sins	 –	 judgement	 and
condemnation.	No	matter	how	hard	they	try	to	please	God,	pride,	selfishness	and
independence	 always	 get	 the	 better	 of	 them!	They	 cannot	 please	God	by	 their
efforts,	no	matter	how	determined	they	are.

And	 so	 God	 devised	 a	 plan	 whereby	 He	 would	 rescue	 them	 and	 make	 it
possible	for	them	to	be	restored	to	fellowship	with	Him,	able	to	share	in	His	life
and	 love	 in	 the	 way	 that	 He	 desired.	 To	 effect	 this,	 the	 Word	 who	 brought
creation	into	being	would	need	to	come	to	earth	as	a	man.	This	He	did	in	Jesus
Christ.

This	 is	 where	 our	 human	 reason	 finds	 it	 difficult	 to	 grasp	 the	 wisdom	 of
God!	How	can	God,	who	created	the	universe,	become	a	man,	one	of	a	tiny	part
of	 His	 total	 creation?	 This	 can	 only	 demonstrate	 His	 immense	 love	 and
willingness	to	be	involved	deeply	in	the	lives	of	those	He	created!

Jesus	is	the	only	man	born	into	the	world	who	pre-existed	His	life	on	earth.



In	 order	 to	 effect	 God's	 plan,	 He	 had	 to	 become	 exactly	 like	 us,	 sharing	 our
weakness.	He	was	tempted	in	all	the	ways	we	are,	yet	did	not	sin	or	grieve	the
Father.	He	had	to	share	our	humanity	completely,	to	be	born	in	a	body	dependent
on	 human	 parents	 to	 care	 for	 Him,	 to	 go	 through	 the	 learning	 process	 of
childhood	and	adolescence	until	He	reached	manhood.	He	had	to	know	what	it
was	to	laugh	and	cry,	to	grow	weary	and	be	hungry	and	thirsty.	He	even	had	to
suffer	and	experience	a	most	cruel	death.	All	because	He	loved	 those	who	had
sinned	and	rebelled	against	His	authority.	What	love!

Jesus	 was	 the	 embodiment	 of	 God's	 love;	 born	 of	 a	 virgin	 woman,	 but
fathered	 by	 the	 Holy	 Spirit.	 He	 was	 human,	 and	 yet	 divine,	 having	 the	 very
nature	 and	 character	 of	 God.	 Instead	 of	 remaining	 in	 the	 glory	 of	 heaven,
receiving	the	worship	and	adoration	rightly	given	Him	there,	Jesus	came	to	share
our	humanity	in	a	disobedient,	rebellious	world.

He	 could	 have	 come	 as	 the	 triumphant	 King	 to	 judge.	 If	 He	 had,	 no-one
would	 have	 been	 able	 to	withstand	 that	 judgement	 or	 be	 found	worthy	 of	His
Kingdom.	 Before	 coming	 as	 King	 however,	 He	 came	 as	 a	 servant,	 willing	 to
share	the	condition	of	those	He	loved	and	to	suffer	for	them.

Amid	the	disobedience	and	rebellion,	the	religious	selfrighteousness	that	was
as	 filthy	 rags	 to	 God,	 amid	 all	 the	 desperation	 and	 need,	 Jesus	 came	 to
demonstrate	the	love	of	God	in	a	very	practical	way.	John	said:
	

From	 the	 fullness	 of	 His	 grace	 we	 have	 all	 received	 one	 blessing	 after
another.	(John	1:16)

	
In	His	love	He	gave	and	gave	and	gave	–	even	though	He	knew	He	gave	to

those	who	deserved	nothing	from	God.	He	forgave	the	sins	of	those	who	came	to
Him,	even	of	a	woman	caught	in	adultery.	He	saved	her	from	death	by	stoning
which	she	should	have	suffered	under	the	law.

He	set	people	free	from	demonic	forces,	giving	them	a	brand	new	life.	Mary
Magdalene	was	a	prostitute	possessed	by	 seven	demons,	 from	whom	Jesus	 set
her	free.	He	forgave	her	completely,	enabling	her	to	live	a	life	of	true	love.	The
religious	people	judged	and	condemned	her,	but	Jesus	forgave	and	restored	her
because	 of	 His	 love	 for	 people.	 His	 greatest	 desire	 was	 to	 draw	 them	 into	 a
personal	 relationship	 with	 His	 Father,	 so	 they	 would	 know	 His	 love	 and
acceptance.

Jesus	healed	people	from	sickness	–	blindness,	paralysis,	epilepsy,	deafness,
leprosy,	 and	 every	 other	 conceivable	 infirmity.	 He	 didn't	 ask	 questions	 to
determine	whether	they	deserved	to	be	healed.	He	only	wanted	to	know	that	they
believed	in	Him.	Such	faith	even	enabled	Him	to	raise	the	dead:	the	daughter	of



the	synagogue	ruler,	a	widow's	son	and	His	own	friend	Lazarus.
Jesus	preached	to	great	crowds,	and	the	Gospels	record	that	He	met	the	needs

of	all	who	came	to	Him,	dealing	with	people	individually	and	personally.	Instead
of	 exercising	 His	 right	 to	 judge	 them,	 He	 was	 compassionate	 and	 merciful
towards	 them.	 His	 compassion	 was	 not	 expressed	 in	 merely	 feeling	 sorry	 for
them;	He	reached	out	to	them	with	the	life	and	power	of	the	Kingdom	of	heaven.

He	demonstrated	with	His	ministry	that	the	Kingdom	was	now	among	them
and	within	their	reach.	By	putting	their	faith	in	Him	and	submitting	their	lives	to
Him	as	Lord,	they	could	become	part	of	the	eternal	Kingdom	and	receive	the	gift
of	eternal	life.

He	expressed	God's	love	by	being	merciful	and	gracious.	Instead	of	judging
and	condemning	sinners,	He	saw	them	as	poor	and	needy	people.	He	knew	they
were	trapped	in	lives	of	sin	and	often	held	captive	by	evil	forces	that	oppressed
them.	He	knew	they	were	blind	spiritually	–	blind	to	God's	love	for	them,	and	of
His	willingness	to	be	merciful	and	gracious.

Those	guilty	of	 the	greatest	blindness	were	the	religious	leaders	of	 the	day,
who	 thought	 that	 religious	observances	and	practices	made	 them	acceptable	 in
God's	 sight.	 Jesus	 hated	 their	 self-righteous	 attitudes,	 judging	 sinners	 and
regarding	 them	 as	 outcasts.	 They	 in	 turn	were	 jealous	 of	Him,	wanted	 to	 kill
Him,	and	were	largely	responsible	for	His	crucifixion.

Though	 He	 hated	 their	 self-righteous	 attitudes,	 in	 love	 Jesus	 reached	 out
even	to	the	Pharisees	with	the	good	news	of	the	Kingdom	of	God.	He	wanted	to
save	them	too!	His	desire	was	to	introduce	them	to	the	real	life	of	God's	Spirit,
that	 they	 saw	 so	 powerfully	 at	 work	 in	 Him,	 instead	 of	 the	 lifeless	 religious
formalities	that	they	lived	under.

Later,	He	even	chose	a	self-righteous	pharisee	to	become	the	great	apostle	to
the	non-Jewish	world	of	the	time,	a	man	who	would	later	write	one-third	of	the
New	 Testament.	 A	 man	 who	 once	 regarded	 it	 his	 religious	 duty	 to	 persecute
Christians,	 imprison	 them	 and	 consent	 to	 the	 death	 penalty	 for	 them,	 became
Jesus'	greatest	advocate.	That	man,	Paul,	called	himself	 the	greatest	of	sinners.
Such	is	 the	love,	mercy,	and	grace	of	God.	If	God	could	love	and	forgive	him,
making	 him	 such	 a	 great	witness	 of	His	 love,	mercy,	 and	 grace,	 then	 there	 is
surely	hope	for	anyone	who	turns	to	Jesus	in	repentance.

Throughout	His	ministry	 on	 earth,	 Jesus	was	dealing	with	 individuals,	 and
subsequent	to	His	death	and	resurrection	He	has	continued	to	do	so.	This	is	the
remarkable	thing	about	God's	love.	Although	He	loves	the	whole	of	mankind,	He
never	loses	sight	of	you	as	an	individual.	He	wants	to	know	you	personally,	daily
expressing	His	grace	and	mercy	to	you	because	He	loves	you.	God	never	loses
the	individual	in	the	crowd.



It	is	possible	for	you	to	know	His	love,	to	live	in	a	continual	awareness	of	it,
and	receive	daily	from	that	love.	He	was	prepared	to	pay	the	ultimate	price	for
you	 to	 know	Him	personally.	 Jesus	 came	 not	 only	 to	 demonstrate	His	 love	 in
action	 by	 healing	 and	 setting	 people	 free,	 but	 He	 came	 to	 die	 so	 you	 could
receive	that	love,	embracing	you	and	filling	your	heart.



The	Ultimate	Act	of	Love
	

Why	 did	 Love	 have	 to	 die,	 suffering	 the	 shameful	 death	 of	 a	 convicted
criminal?	How	could	God	subject	Himself	to	such	an	ordeal	in	planning	to	save
mankind	from	judgement	and	condemnation?

We	have	 seen	 that	God	 is	holy	 and	 righteous,	 and	 that	 sin	 is	 anything	 that
opposes	His	will	and	purpose.	To	God	the	sinner	is	unclean,	impure,	unholy	and
unrighteous.	Although	He	loves	even	sinners,	the	Holy	One	cannot	be	one	with
the	unholy;	the	Righteous	One	cannot	be	one	with	the	unrighteous.

In	 order	 to	 restore	 mankind	 to	 fellowship	 with	 Him,	 He	 had	 to	 make	 it
possible,	not	only	for	men	and	women	to	be	forgiven,	but	also	to	be	cleansed	and
purified	 from	all	unrighteousness	and	made	holy	 in	His	 sight.	The	punishment
we	deserve	for	our	sin	is	death	and	eternal	separation	from	God.

God	 could	 not	 say	 that	 sin	 did	 not	 matter	 when	 it	 had	 caused	 such	 dire
consequences	 for	 mankind.	 Someone	 had	 to	 suffer,	 on	 our	 behalf,	 the	 death
sentence	we	deserved.

Clearly	this	could	not	be	the	death	of	a	sinner.	A	sinner	could	not	save	other
sinners,	 for	 he	 would	 be	 under	 the	 same	 judgement	 himself.	 The	 punishment
would	have	 to	be	paid	by	one	who	was	 sinless.	 In	order	 to	be	our	 saviour,	 he
would	have	to	be	like	us	in	every	way,	sharing	our	weakness	and	being	tempted
as	we	are.	He	would	first	have	to	do	what	no	other	had	ever	done.	This	was	to
live	a	perfect,	sinless	life,	fully	submitted	to	the	will	of	God	the	Father;	obedient
to	His	commands.

Having	 lived	 such	 a	 life,	 this	 saviour	 would	 have	 to	 offer	 himself	 as	 a
sacrifice	on	behalf	of	all	sinners,	dying	their	death,	as	a	convicted	criminal.	Even
though	He	never	sinned,	Jesus	was	unjustly	condemned	by	the	very	people	who
saw	no	need	of	a	personal	 saviour,	and	by	 the	civil	authorities	concerned	only
with	maintaining	their	earthly	power	and	authority.

We	can	see	that:

The	sinless	One	made	His	life	a	sacrifice	for	sinners.
The	righteous	One	died	for	the	unrighteous.
The	 Holy	 One	 gave	 Himself	 up	 to	 injustice	 in	 order	 to	 save	 the	 unholy
ones.
The	only	One	who	has	 ever	 lived	a	 life	of	perfect	obedience	died	 for	 the



disobedient.
The	One	who	always	humbly	submitted	to	the	authority	of	His	Father,	gave
His	body	to	be	crucified	so	that	rebellious	mankind	could	be	saved	from	the
judgement	they	deserve.

What	love!
Even	more	astounding	 is	 that	 the	Father	 sent	His	Son,	knowing	 that	 this	 is

what	would	happen	to	Him.	He	deliberately	sent	His	Son	to	be	crucified,	to	die
the	 slowest,	 most	 painful	 of	 deaths.	 This	 was	 God's	 plan	 for	 the	 salvation	 of
mankind.	How	can	we	understand	such	 love?	God	must	have	an	amazing	 love
for	you	and	me	to	make	such	a	sacrifice.

When	 Jesus	 went	 to	 the	 cross	 He	 identified	 with	 every	 need	 man	 could
possibly	suffer	in	order	to	be	the	means	of	saving	him	from	those	needs	and	from
eternal	 death.	 In	 the	 prophecy	 of	 Isaiah,	 written	 hundreds	 of	 years	 before	 the
crucifixion,	God	gives	a	unique	description	of	the	cross	and	its	significance.	He
explains	what	was	being	accomplished	through	Jesus'	sacrifice:
	

He	was	despised	and	rejected	by	men,	a	man	of	sorrows,	and	familiar	with
suffering.	(Isaiah	53:3)

	
	

But	 he	 was	 pierced	 for	 our	 transgressions,	 he	 was	 crushed	 for	 our
iniquities;	the	punishment	that	brought	us	peace	was	upon	him,	and	by	his
wounds	we	are	healed.	(Isaiah	53:5)

	
	

We	all,	like	sheep,	have	gone	astray,	each	of	us	has	turned	to	his	own	way:
and	the	Lord	has	laid	on	him	the	iniquity	of	us	all.	(Isaiah	53:6)

	
	

He	was	oppressed	and	afflicted,	yet	he	did	not	open	His	mouth;	He	was	led
like	a	lamb	to	the	slaughter,	and	as	a	sheep	before	her	shearers	is	silent,	so
he	did	not	open	his	mouth.	(Isaiah	53:7)

	
	

By	oppression	and	judgement	he	was	taken	away…for	the	transgression	of
my	people	he	was	stricken.	(Isaiah	53:8)

	
	

Yet	it	was	the	Lord's	will	to	crush	him	and	cause	him	to	suffer,	and	though



the	Lord	makes	his	 life	 like	a	guilt	 offering,	 he	will	 see	his	offspring	and
prolong	his	days,	and	the	will	of	the	Lord	will	prosper	in	his	hand.	(Isaiah
53:10)

	
Although	written	hundreds	of	years	before	the	event,	this	description	of	the

cross	 is	 in	 the	past	 tense.	This	 is	because	God	was	describing	what	He	saw	as
already	 accomplished.	 This	 helps	 us	 to	 see	 that	 the	 cross	 was	 not	 a	 mistake
implemented	by	Jesus'	opponents,	but	was	deliberately	planned	by	God,	even	to
the	smallest	detail,	for	our	salvation.	This	is	true	love.

You	can	see	the	way	that	Jesus	identified	with	the	despised	and	rejected	(v3).
He	 was	 one	 with	 those	 who	 knew	 what	 it	 was	 to	 suffer	 (v3).	 He	 took	 upon
Himself	the	infirmities,	pains	and	sicknesses	of	mankind	so	that	by	His	wounds
we	may	be	healed	(v4).	This	is	true	love!

Being	a	man	of	sorrows	He	identified	with	those	for	whom	life	had	been	a
sorrowful	 experience,	 to	 give	 them	 an	 entirely	 new	 life	 in	 which	 they	 could
know	His	joy.	This	is	true	love!

He	 took	our	 sins,	 transgressions	 and	 iniquities	 upon	Himself,	 suffering	 the
penalty	we	deserve	so	that	we	might	have	peace	with	God,	and	no	longer	suffer
the	consequences	of	those	sins	(v5).	Even	though	we	have	all	sinned	and	turned
to	our	own	ways,	He	took	our	sins	upon	Himself	so	that	we	could	be	restored	to
the	ways	of	God.	This	is	true	love!

He	 even	 identified	 with	 the	 oppressed	 and	 afflicted.	 The	 One	 who	 is	 the
judge	 of	 all	 placed	 Himself	 under	 an	 unjust	 judgement,	 to	 save	 us	 from
judgement.	It	was	even	part	of	the	Father's	will	to	crush	Him,	His	own	Son.	This
is	true	love!

Of	 course	 God	 knew	 that	 He	 would	 have	 to	 raise	 Jesus	 from	 the	 dead.
Having	overcome	sin	and	all	the	powers	of	darkness,	He	overcame	death	itself.
He	demonstrated	that	all	who	believe	in	Him	will	be	saved	from	that	penalty	of
death	and	will	be	raised	together	with	Him!

Paul,	 makes	 it	 clear	 that	 not	 only	 did	 Jesus	 die	 for	 us,	 taking	 all	 our	 sin,
sickness	and	diseases	upon	Himself	to	free	us,	He	also	took	us,	the	sinners,	to	the
cross.	Even	though	at	the	time	of	the	crucifixion	Paul	was	an	enemy	of	Jesus,	he
later	came	to	understand	what	Jesus	had	done	for	him	on	the	cross.
	

I	have	been	crucified	with	Christ	and	 I	no	 longer	 live,	but	Christ	 lives	 in
me.	The	life	I	live	in	the	body,	I	live	by	faith	in	the	Son	of	God,	who	loved
me	and	gave	himself	for	me.	(Galatians	2:20)

	
Paul	says	that	"He	loved	me"	rather	than	"He	loves	me".	He	is	pointing	us	to



a	present	 truth.	God	does	not	have	 to	prove	His	 love	by	giving	you	wonderful
experiences	or	great	emotional	feelings	of	His	love.	His	love	is	not	dependent	on
the	circumstances	of	your	life.

He	has	already	proved	His	love	in	dying	for	you	–	in	taking	your	sin	and
guilt	 upon	 Himself,	 suffering	 your	 punishment	 so	 that	 you	 can	 know	God	 as
your	 Father	 and	 receive	 His	 eternal	 Kingdom.	 He	 has	 taken	 all	 your	 sorrow,
sickness,	oppression	and	need	upon	Himself	so	that	you	may	be	set	free.	He	has
already	done	these	things	for	you.	This	is	why,	when	hanging	on	the	cross,	Jesus
could	triumphantly	cry	"It	is	finished".	It	is	done,	it	is	accomplished	–	everything
necessary	 for	 our	 eternal	 salvation	 and	 everything	 necessary	 to	 enable	 us	 to
enjoy	the	life	of	His	heavenly	Kingdom	here	on	earth.

In	taking	you	to	the	cross,	He	has	made	it	possible	for	you	to	be	raised	with
Him.	You	do	not	need	to	fear	death	or	eternal	punishment	and	separation	from
God.	Paul	shares	his	revelation:
	

Or	don't	you	know	that	all	of	us	who	were	baptised	into	Christ	Jesus	were
baptised	 into	 His	 death?	 We	 were	 therefore	 buried	 with	 him	 through
baptism	 into	death	 in	order	 that,	 just	 as	Christ	was	 raised	 from	 the	dead
through	the	glory	of	the	Father,	we	too	may	live	a	new	life.	If	we	have	been
united	with	him	like	this	in	his	death,	we	will	certainly	also	be	united	with
him	in	his	resurrection.	(Romans	6:3-5)

	
	

Now	 if	 we	 died	 with	 Christ,	 we	 believe	 that	 we	 will	 also	 live	 with	 him.
(Romans	6:8)

	
The	baptism	of	a	believer	unites	them	with	all	that	Jesus	accomplished	on	the

cross.	 It	 is	 really	 the	 funeral	 service	 of	 their	 old	 life	 separate	 from	 Christ.	 It
marks	the	beginning	of	a	new	life	as	a	new	creation	–	the	old	has	gone	and	the
new	has	come.	Now	the	believer	can	live	a	new	life	in	Christ,	no	longer	bound
by	sin,	or	in	fear	of	eternal	condemnation.	This	is	true	love!

God	has	already	shown	us	such	love,	and	we	can	understand	Paul	saying:
	

For	I	am	convinced	that	neither	death	nor	life,	neither	angels	nor	demons,
neither	the	present	nor	the	future,	nor	any	powers,	neither	height	nor	depth,
nor	anything	else	in	all	creation,	will	be	able	to	separate	us	from	the	love	of
God	that	is	in	Christ	Jesus	our	Lord.	(Romans	8:38-39)

	



The	Spirit	of	God's	Love
	

Through	Jesus'	death	and	resurrection	it	was	possible	for	God	to	demonstrate
His	great	love	for	His	people.	Through	this,	man	was	restored	to	the	fellowship
and	unity	with	God	that	he	had	lost	through	sin	and	rebellion.	However,	God	was
not	content	just	to	live	with	His	people,	He	desired	to	live	within	them	–	this	He
did	by	giving	them	His	Holy	Spirit.

We	 have	 seen	 that	 Christ	 died	 for	 all	 sinners,	 the	 Righteous	 for	 the
unrighteous,	so	that	they	could	be	given	a	new	life	and	become	a	new	creation,
no	longer	separated	from	His	love.	But	although	He	died	for	all,	not	all	would	be
raised	 to	a	new	life	with	Him.	Only	 those	who	identified	personally	with	what
He	did	on	the	cross	would	be	raised	to	this	new	life,	and	have	His	Spirit	dwell	in
them.

Jesus	 made	 it	 clear	 that	 this	 identification	 would	 include	 two	 things:
repentance	and	faith.	These	are	two	important	aspects	to	remember.

First,	the	sinner	must	confess	his	sins	to	God	and	be	forgiven	personally
so	that	he	is	made	righteous	in	God's	sight.

Second,	he	needs	to	believe	that	he	is	forgiven,	accepted	and	given	a	new
life.	 Such	 faith	 in	 Jesus	 is	 demonstrated	 by	 giving	 yourself	 to	 Him,
surrendering	to	His	authority	so	that	He	is	both	Saviour	and	Lord	of	your
life.

Repentance	is	literally	a	change	of	heart	and	mind,	a	turning	around	of	one's
life.	It	is	nothing	less	that	a	complete	reorientation	of	your	life.

Before	you	lived	in	sin,	now	you	desire	to	live	in	righteousness.	Before	you
walked	in	your	independent	ways,	now	you	choose	to	walk	in	the	ways	of	God,
dependent	on	Him	and	desiring	to	do	His	will.

This	 is	a	decision	 to	be	made	when	a	sinner	 first	 turns	 to	Christ	 so	 that	he
might	be	born	again	and	live	a	new	life.	He	is	not	to	attempt	to	put	the	new	life
on	top	of	the	old.	He	has	to	take	off	the	old	before	he	puts	on	the	new.	He	cannot
walk	in	his	own	ways	and	the	ways	of	God;	a	clear	choice	has	to	be	made.

So	 the	person	newly	born	again	has	 to	acknowledge	 that	his	 life	 is	not	his
own,	and	that	he	has	been	delivered	from	the	past.	Jesus	has	literally	purchased
his	life	for	God,	through	the	shedding	of	His	own	blood:
	

You	are	not	your	own;	you	were	bought	at	a	price.	Therefore	honour	God



with	your	body.	(1	Cor	6:19-20)
	

The	reason	so	many	Christians	experience	unnecessary	conflict	in	their	lives
is	because	they	want	all	the	benefits	of	salvation,	but	at	the	same	time	they	still
want	 to	 live	 their	 lives	 for	 their	own	ends.	They	want	Jesus	 to	come	 into	 their
lives	to	share	their	lives;	but	they	still	want	to	be	in	control	of	their	destiny.	They
fail	to	appreciate	that	God's	purpose	is	that	we	should	share	in	His	life	and	in	His
way.

It	is	for	this	purpose	that	God	comes	to	live	in	us	by	His	Holy	Spirit,	not	so
that	we	can	use	His	presence	to	fulfil	our	plans,	but	so	that	He	can	guide	us	into
His	 purposes.	 The	 Holy	 Spirit	 works	 within	 us	 enabling	 us	 to	 fulfil	 those
purposes.

Through	 His	 blood,	 Jesus	 initiated	 and	 established	 a	 new	 covenant
relationship	with	God.	A	covenant	is	a	binding	agreement	between	two	people.
God	 forgives,	 accepts	 and	 provides	 all	 that	 we	 need	 for	 life	 and	 godliness,
offering	every	spiritual	blessing	that	heaven	has	to	give.	All	this	is	given	to	us	in
Christ.

We,	for	our	part,	are	to	live	as	disciples	of	Jesus,	to	deny	ourselves,	take	up
our	cross	and	follow	Him,	to	be	witnesses	in	the	world,	spreading	the	good	news
of	His	Kingdom	in	both	word	and	deed.

We	are	to	respond	to	His	great	love	for	us	by	loving	Him	with	all	our	heart,
soul,	mind,	and	strength;	and	by	loving	our	neighbour	as	we	love	ourselves.	God
did	not	 love	us	with	platitudes.	He	demonstrated	His	 love	 for	us	 in	action	and
literally	 laid	 down	 His	 life	 for	 us.	We	 are	 to	 love	 by	 laying	 down	 our	 lives;
nothing	less	than	this	is	expected	of	any	believer	in	Jesus	Christ.

To	 attempt	 to	 lay	 down	 our	 lives	 through	 our	 own	 human	 love	 would	 be
impossible.	God	 has	made	 it	 possible	 though	 for	 us	 to	 receive	His	 love.	 This
enables	us	to	love	Him	and	others	–	this	is	divine	love.	We	can	only	love	because
He	first	loved	us.

We	discover	that	we	can	only	love	God	by	loving	others,	for	whatever	we	do
to	others	we	do	to	Him.	In	His	love	He	identifies	so	closely	with	His	people	that
to	ignore	them	is	to	ignore	Him;	to	bless	them	is	to	bless	Him.

God	does	not	expect	us	to	love	like	this	without	giving	us	His	own	resources
of	 love.	He	knew	 the	promises	 of	 the	Old	Covenant	would	be	 fulfilled	by	 the
New	Covenant	that	would	be	established	through	Jesus:
	

I	will	cleanse	you	from	all	your	impurities…I	will	give	you	a	new	heart	and
put	a	new	spirit	in	you…I	will	put	my	Spirit	in	you	and	move	you	to	follow
my	decrees	and	be	careful	to	keep	my	laws.	(Ezekiel	36:25-27)



	
This	 is	 what	 God	 was	 preparing	 to	 do	 through	 the	 ministry,	 death	 and

resurrection	of	Jesus.	Having	returned	to	heaven	He	sent	His	Spirit	to	come	and
live	with	all	who	believed	 in	Him,	so	 that	 they	could	continue	His	ministry	of
love,	mercy	and	grace	in	the	world.	Before	He	returned	to	heaven,	Jesus	told	His
disciples:
	

I	am	going	to	send	you	what	the	Father	has	promised;	but	stay	in	the	city
until	you	have	been	clothed	with	power	from	on	high.	(Luke	24:49)

	
Jesus	promised	them:

	
In	a	few	days	you	will	be	baptised	with	the	Holy	Spirit.	(Acts	1:5)

	
And	He	explained	what	this	would	mean:

	
You	will	receive	power	when	the	Holy	Spirit	comes	on	you;	and	you	will	be
my	witnesses	in	Jerusalem,	and	in	all	Judea	and	Samaria,	and	to	the	ends
of	the	earth.	(Acts	1:8)

	
Before	 the	 coming	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit,	 their	 lives	 had	 to	 be	made	 ready	 to

become	temples	of	God's	presence	and	life.	The	Holy	Spirit	will	not	come	and
dwell	in	unclean	vessels,	but	only	in	those	who	have	been	cleansed	through	the
blood	of	Jesus,	and	given	new	hearts	through	new	birth.

What	was	 true	 of	 those	 first	 disciples	 is	 true	 of	 all	 believers.	 It	 is	 for	 this
reason	that	Paul	says:
	

Do	you	not	know	 that	your	body	 is	a	 temple	of	 the	Holy	Spirit,	who	 is	 in
you,whom	you	have	 received	 from	God?	You	are	not	 your	own;	you	were
bought	at	a	price.	Therefore	honour	God	with	your	body.	(1	Cor	6:19-20)

	
We	need	the	blood	of	Jesus	to	cleanse	us	and	make	our	‘vessel'	fit	to	receive

the	life	and	presence	of	God	within	us.	No-one	can	make	himself	fit	for	such	a
wonderful	 privilege.	God	will	 only	be	prepared	 to	 come	 and	 live	within	 those
who	have	been	cleansed	and	made	totally	acceptable	before	Him.	How	can	we
understand	 such	 great	 love:	 we	 who	 deserve	 judgement,	 condemnation	 and
eternal	death	are	made	acceptable	and	fit	vessels	for	God	to	come	and	live	in	by
the	power	of	His	Spirit!

This	is	the	wonderful	truth	experienced	by	those	who	believe	in	Jesus	Christ.
We	 are	 not	 speaking	 of	 some	 theological	 theory,	 an	 unattainable	 desire	 for



spiritually-subdued	people.	We	are	speaking	of	what	God	has	done,	of	what	He
has	accomplished,	and	of	what	He	gives	to	all	who	are	believers	in	Jesus	Christ,
filled	with	His	Holy	Spirit.

The	Holy	Spirit	 is	the	Spirit	of	Love.	He	places	the	love	of	God	within	the
heart	and	life	of	the	believer.	Paul	describes	the	nature	of	His	love:
	

Love	 is	 patient,	 love	 is	 kind.	 It	 does	 not	 envy,	 it	 does	 not	 boast,	 it	 is	 not
proud.	It	is	not	rude,	it	is	not	self-seeking,	it	is	not	easily	angered,	it	keeps
no	 record	 of	 wrongs.	 Love	 does	 not	 delight	 in	 evil	 but	 rejoices	 with	 the
truth.	 It	 always	 protects,	 always	 trusts,	 always	 hopes,	 always	 perseveres.
Love	never	fails.	(1	Cor	13:4-8)

	
Even	 though	you	may	be	a	believer,	 if	you	 take	an	honest	 look	at	yourself

you	will	probably	see	that	there	are	many	things	in	your	life	that	seem	to	be	the
very	opposite	of	what	Paul	is	describing.	This	is	because	your	flesh,	your	natural
self-life,	is	totally	different	and	is	at	odds	with	the	life	of	God's	Spirit	within	you.

The	 flesh	 is	 impatient,	 unkind,	 envious,	 boastful	 and	 proud.	 It	 is	 rude	 and
self-seeking.	 The	 flesh	 is	 easily	 angered,	 takes	 offence	 and	 is	 liable	 to	 bear
grudges.	The	flesh	delights	in	sins	that	please	the	self-life	and	bodily	appetites.	It
prefers	reason	to	faith,	it	is	easily	swayed	by	others	and	is	liable	to	give	up	and
lose	heart.	The	flesh	has	a	record	of	continual	failure.

You	will	always	have	 the	 flesh	during	 this	 life,	but	 if	you	are	submitted	 to
God,	 open	 and	 filled	 with	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	 then	 your	 flesh	 does	 not	 need	 to
dominate	or	control	your	life.	Paul	says:
	

Therefore,	there	is	now	no	condemnation	for	those	who	are	in	Christ	Jesus,
because	 through	Christ	Jesus	 the	 law	of	 the	Spirit	of	 life	set	me	 free	 from
the	law	of	sin	and	death.	(Romans	8:1-2)

	
Once	 you	 were	 governed	 and	 ruled	 by	 your	 own	 flesh.	 You	 were	 under

condemnation	and	the	sentence	of	death.	Now,	through	His	great	love,	God	has
set	you	free	from	the	law	of	sin	and	death	and	has	put	within	you	the	Spirit
of	life.	You	are	no	longer	under	the	control	of	your	flesh	life,	although	you	can
still	choose	to	walk	in	the	flesh	and	grieve	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	alternative	is	to
walk	in	the	Spirit	and	deny	the	flesh:
	

So	I	say,	live	by	the	Spirit,	and	you	will	not	gratify	the	desires	of	the	sinful
nature	[flesh].	For	the	sinful	nature	[flesh]	desires	what	is	contrary	to	the
Spirit,	 and	 the	 Spirit	 what	 is	 contrary	 to	 the	 sinful	 nature.	 They	 are	 in



conflict	with	each	other,	so	that	you	do	not	do	what	you	want.	(Gal	5:16-17)
	

Even	 if	 you	want	 to	be	 faithful	 and	 loving	 in	 seeking	 the	Lord,	 your	 flesh
will	always	rise	up	against	you	in	this,	because	there	is	nothing	godly	about	your
flesh.	There	is	no	point	in	trying	to	fight	the	flesh,	this	will	never	enable	you	to
overcome	it.	Paul	advises	you	to	walk	in	the	Spirit,	to	set	your	heart	and	mind	on
what	the	Spirit	desires	and	then	you	will	not	gratify	the	desires	of	the	flesh.

Put	very	simply,	your	flesh	life	is	centred	on	self;	being	selfish	by	nature,	it
wants	you	 to	be	proud	and	 independent	of	God.	The	Holy	Spirit	within	you	 is
totally	different.	This,	remember,	is	the	love	of	God	placed	within	your	heart	by
Jesus	Himself	 once	you	put	your	 faith	 in	Him.	His	Spirit	 urges	you	 to	be	 like
Him	 and	 even	 enables	 this.	 He	 wants	 you	 to	 give,	 serve,	 and	 bless.	 He
encourages	you	to	be	like	Jesus,	having	a	gentle	and	humble	heart.

Every	Christian	has	before	him	or	her	a	choice	every	day:	to	walk	in	the
flesh	or	the	Spirit;	to	please	self	or	God;	to	be	selfish	or	to	love.

The	more	we	understand	this	great	love	that	God	has	for	us,	the	more	we	are
motivated	to	love	others.	The	more	we	appreciate	His	grace,	the	more	willing	we
are	to	be	gracious.	If	we	are	thankful	for	His	mercy	towards	us,	then	we	will	be
merciful	towards	others.

Jesus	says	this	is	essential,	for	if	we	do	not	forgive	those	who	sin	against	us,
our	heavenly	Father	will	not	forgive	our	sins	(Matt	6:15).	If	we	are	not	merciful
to	 others,	 then	God	will	 not	 be	merciful	 to	 us,	 and	 then	we	would	 truly	 be	 in
trouble!

To	have	God's	love	within	you	is	one	thing,	to	express	it	is	another.	Not	only
does	 the	 flesh	 resist	 the	work	 of	 the	 Spirit	within	 us,	 but	we	 have	 to	 face	 the
challenge	of	 expressing	 this	 love	 in	practical	ways.	 Jesus	did	not	walk	 around
Galilee	and	Judea	saying,	"I	love	you",	or	"God	loves	you";	He	expressed	agape
love	 –	 practical	 love:	 forgiving,	 healing,	 blessing	 people;	 serving	 them	 and
finally	dying	for	them.

So,	 likewise,	Christians	 do	 not	 truly	 express	God's	 love	 by	 simply	 saying,
"God	 loves	 you",	 or,	 "I	 love	 you".	Words	 have	 to	 be	 backed	 up	with	 positive
action.

Here	 the	 apostle	 John	helps	us	 again.	He	was	 an	 elderly	man	about	 eighty
years	old,	when	he	wrote	his	 first	 epistle.	He	probably	knew	 Jesus	better	 than
anyone	else,	he	had	spent	over	 three	years	with	Him	 in	 the	 flesh,	and	had	His
Spirit	dwell	within	him	for	over	fifty	years.	John	was	one	of	that	first	group	of
believers	who	had	received	the	Holy	Spirit	at	Pentecost	(Acts	2).	It	is	clear	that
John	had	no	 time	for	superspiritual	people	who	had	all	 the	right	words,	but	no
deeds	to	back	up	those	words.	Ponder	over	these	statements	from	his	letter:



	
Whoever	claims	to	live	in	him	must	walk	as	Jesus	did.	(1	John	2:6)

	
Every	Christian	has	been	placed	 in	Christ	by	God;	 is	one	with	Him	 in	His

death,	His	 risen	 life	 and	 even	His	glorious	 life.	So	 John	 is	 saying	 that	 anyone
who	claims	to	be	a	Christian	must	walk	and	live	as	Jesus	did.	If	this	sounds	like
a	daunting	task	remember	that	God	has	put	the	Spirit	of	His	Son	within	you	to
make	it	possible.	So	God	expects	you	to	live	a	life	of	love	for	Him	and	for	others
in	very	practical	ways:
	

Whoever	loves	his	brother	lives	in	the	light,	and	there	is	nothing	in	him	to
make	him	stumble.	(1	John	2:10)

	
This	is	encouraging,	but	John	points	out	that	to	love	your	brother	is	to	love

him	in	a	practical	way,	and	he	understands	hatred	as	an	absence	of	that	practical
agape	love	in	a	Christian's	life.	He	continues:
	

But	whoever	hates	his	brother	 is	 in	 the	darkness	and	walks	around	 in	 the
darkness;	 he	does	not	 know	where	he	 is	 going,	 because	 the	darkness	 has
blinded	him.	(1	John	2:11)

	
Self-righteousness	 blinds	 a	 person	 into	 thinking	 that	 to	 feel	 love	 or

compassion	for	others	is	sufficient.	This	is	not	the	case,	for	God's	love	is	not	an
emotion.	When	Jesus	felt	compassion	for	people	it	always	led	to	Him	action.

He	had	compassion	on	the	sick;	so	He	healed	them.	He	had	compassion	on
the	multitudes	 of	 people	 who	 seemed	 to	 be	 sheep	 without	 a	 shepherd;	 so	 He
taught	them.	He	had	compassion	on	those	trapped	in	their	lives	of	sin;	instead	of
judging	 them,	He	 forgave	 them.	 Jesus,	 seeing	 that	 the	 crowds	 that	 listened	 to
Him	were	hungry,	didn't	send	them	away	until	He	had	fed	them,	even	though	it
required	a	miracle	to	do	so!	This	is	love	in	action!

And	so	John	in	his	first	epistle	says:
	

This	 is	how	we	know	what	 love	 is:	Jesus	Christ	 laid	down	His	 life	 for	us.
And	we	ought	to	lay	down	our	lives	for	our	brothers.	If	anyone	has	material
possessions	and	sees	his	brother	 in	need	but	has	no	pity	on	him,	how	can
the	 love	 of	God	 be	 in	 him?	Dear	 children,	 let	 us	 not	 love	with	words	 or
tongue	but	with	actions	and	the	truth.	(1	John	3:16-18)

	
Words	are	not	enough,	love	has	to	be	expressed	in	what	we	do	and	what	we

give,	even	if	this	requires	sacrifice	on	our	part.



	
There	were	no	needy	persons	among	them.	For	from	time	to	time	those	who
owned	lands	or	houses	sold	them,	brought	the	money	from	the	sales	and	put
it	 at	 the	 apostles'	 feet,	 and	 it	 was	 distributed	 to	 anyone	 as	 he	 had	 need.
(Acts	4:34-35)

	
How	 different	 this	 is	 from	 the	 institutional	 church	 so	 familiar	 to	 us	 today.

The	church	was	to	be	God's	alternative	society	to	the	selfish,	self-seeking	world
in	which	 it	was	set.	As	non-believers	saw	 the	committed	 lifestyle	of	believers,
the	Lord	added	to	their	number	daily	those	who	were	being	saved.

The	church	then	was	not	like	any	modern	cult	that	insists	on	taking	peoples'
money	 and	property	 from	 them	 for	 the	 indulgence	of	 the	 cult	 leaders.	No,	 the
church	 was	 a	 body	 of	 loving,	 caring	 people	 drawing	 others	 to	 faith	 in	 Christ
through	the	example	they	set.	So,	John	says:
	

God	 is	 love.	Whoever	 lives	 in	 love	 lives	 in	God,	 and	God	 in	 him.	 In	 this
way,	 love	 is	made	complete	among	us	 so	 that	we	will	have	confidence	on
the	day	of	judgement,	because	in	this	world	we	are	like	him.	(1	John	4:16-
17)

	
What	 has	 loving	 one	 another	 got	 to	 do	 with	 the	 day	 of	 judgement?	 Jesus

answers	 this	 for	 us!	When	 He	 comes	 again	 in	 glory	 and	 judgement	 "He	will
separate	the	people	one	from	another	as	a	shepherd	separates	the	sheep	from	the
goats"	(Matt	25:32).

He	 places	 the	 sheep	 on	 His	 right	 and	 tells	 them	 to	 come	 and	 take	 the
inheritance	 the	Father	has	prepared	for	 them.	Then	Jesus	makes	an	astonishing
series	of	statements:
	

For	I	was	hungry	and	you	gave	me	something	to	eat,	I	was	thirsty	and	you
gave	 me	 something	 to	 drink,	 I	 was	 a	 stranger	 and	 you	 invited	 me	 in,	 I
needed	clothes	and	you	clothed	me,	I	was	sick	and	you	looked	after	me,	I
was	in	prison	and	you	came	to	visit	me.	(Matt	25:35-36)

	
This	is	love	in	action,	yet	the	righteous	are	astonished.	They	had	not	realised

that	in	loving	and	serving	others	in	these	ways	they	had	actually	been	loving	and
serving	the	Lord	Himself:
	

I	tell	you	the	truth,	whatever	you	did	for	one	of	the	least	of	these	brothers	of
mine,	you	did	for	me.	(Matt	25:40)

	



How	interesting	that	Jesus	identifies	so	closely	with	all	these	needy	people.
He	does	not	judge	them	but	loves	and	reaches	out	to	them	through	His	body,	the
people	 of	 love.	By	 contrast	 the	 goats	 selfrighteously	 pretend	 to	 live	 in	 acts	 of
love	and	service.	Of	these	people	Jesus	says:
	

I	tell	you	the	truth,	whatever	you	did	not	do	for	one	of	the	least	of	these,	you
did	not	do	 for	me.	Then	 they	will	go	away	 to	eternal	punishment,	but	 the
righteous	to	eternal	life.	(Matt	25:45-46)

	
This	 is	 the	 choice	 before	 everyone.	 To	 live	 for	 yourself	 and	 eternal

punishment,	or	to	live	for	others	and	inherit	eternal	life!	No	wonder	John	says:
	

If	anyone	says,	"I	love	God",	yet	hates	his	brother,	he	is	a	liar.	For	anyone
who	does	not	love	his	brother,	whom	he	has	seen,	cannot	love	God,	whom
he	 has	 not	 seen.	And	 he	 has	 given	 us	 this	 command:	whoever	 loves	God
must	also	love	his	brother.	(1	John	4:20-21)

	
And	 remember,	 true	 love	 is	 positive	 action.	 To	 love	 is	 not	 simply	 to	 have

loving	feelings	towards	people,	and	to	say	that	you	love	them.	Without	practical
evidence	this	is	not	true	love.

Serving	others	can	be	demanding.	This	is	why	when	both	Jesus	and	John	talk
about	 laying	 down	 our	 lives	 for	 others,	 they	 recognise	 if	 our	 hearts	 are	 filled
with	 love,	we	will	be	willing	 to	pay	 the	cost.	Any	 loving	parent	will	 sit	up	all
night	with	 a	 sick	 child,	 caring	 for	 their	 every	 need;	 they	will	 support	 them	 as
long	as	it	takes	for	them	to	recover.	This	commitment	and	sacrifice	flows	from
the	love	they	have	for	their	child.

When	we	are	motivated	by	love	we	are	willing	to	do	whatever	God	asks	of
us.	Jesus	says:
	

If	you	obey	my	commands,	you	will	remain	in	my	love,	just	as	I	have	obeyed
my	Father's	commands	and	remain	in	his	love.	I	have	told	you	this	so	that
my	joy	may	be	in	you	and	that	your	joy	may	be	complete.	(John	15:9-11)

	
True	 love	 for	God	 leads	 to	 love	 in	action,	or,	 in	other	words,	obedience	 to

His	commands.
	

My	command	is	this:	Love	each	other	as	I	have	loved	you.	Greater	love	has
no	one	than	this,	that	he	lay	down	his	life	for	his	friends.	You	are	my	friends
if	you	do	what	I	command.	(John	15:12-14)

	



It	 is	 clear	 that	neither	 Jesus	nor	 John	separates	 love	 for	God	 from	 love	 for
others.	John	even	says:
	

We	 know	 that	 we	 have	 passed	 from	 death	 to	 life,	 because	 we	 love	 our
brothers.	Anyone	who	does	not	love	remains	in	death.	Anyone	who	hates	his
brother	 is	 a	murderer,	 and	 you	 know	 that	 no	murderer	 has	 eternal	 life	 in
him.	(1	John	3:14-15)

	
He	is	emphatic	when	he	says:

	
Anyone	who	does	not	do	what	is	right	is	not	a	child	of	God,	nor	is	anyone
who	does	not	love	his	brother.	(1	John	3:10)

	
Jesus	tells	us	that	His	commands	are	not	a	burden.	It	is	only	a	burden	to	love

if	you	do	not	have	a	heart	of	love,	or	you	desire	to	walk	in	the	flesh	instead	of
living	a	life	to	please	God.	Jesus	gives	us	this	command	to	love	others	as	He	has
loved	us,	so	that	we	will	be	full	of	joy.	True	spiritual	joy	is	not	an	emotion,	but
the	deep	satisfaction	of	knowing	that	you	have	fulfilled	the	purpose	God	has	for
you.	This	is	the	joy	that	filled	Jesus'	life.

He	was	the	most	joyful	person	ever	to	live,	the	anointing	of	joy	upon	His	life
set	Him	apart	from	everyone	else.	The	most	joyful	life,	therefore,	is	one	of	true
love	and	a	life	of	true	love	is	a	life	of	service.	This	is	love	expressed	in	practical
ways;	a	love	that	gives,	serves,	encourages	and	builds	people	up.

God	continually	 loves	us	 in	 this	way	by	 the	presence	of	His	Spirit	 of	 love
within	our	hearts	and	 lives.	He	 is	building	up	and	encouraging	us;	He	loves	 to
serve,	to	bless	and	to	give	to	His	children.	He	loves	to	see	faith	operating	in	their
lives	so	that	they	lay	hold	of	all	the	good	things	that	He	has	provided	for	them.

We	are	left	with	one	final	question.	How	do	you	as	an	individual	know	what
God	wants	of	you?	We	are	surrounded	by	so	much	need	 in	 the	world,	how	do
you	know	what	 you	 are	 to	do	 specifically?	Clearly	 it	would	be	 impossible	 for
any	individual	to	meet	all	the	needs	of	those	in	close	proximity,	let	alone	others
who	are	further	afield.

Here	 again,	 the	 Holy	 Spirit	 comes	 to	 our	 aid.	 He	 gives	 us	 a	 burden	 for
particular	groups	of	people.	Some	are	evangelists	and	have	a	clear	call	to	reach
the	 lost.	Others	 have	 an	 anointing	 to	 pastor	 those	who	 are	 saved,	 so	 that	 they
become	true	disciples.

Some	will	know	they	are	to	work	with	aid	agencies	to	meet	the	material	need
of	 poverty-stricken	 people.	 Others	 want	 to	 reach	 those	 whose	 lives	 are
threatened	 through	being	part	of	 the	drug	culture	or	 through	alcoholism.	Some



want	to	bring	reconciliation	to	those	with	marital	problems,	others	want	to	reach
children,	to	care	for	them	and	bring	them	to	know	Jesus	Christ.	Some	are	called
to	 tend	 to	 the	 sick,	 the	 elderly	 or	 the	 outcasts.	 The	 need	 in	 this	 world	 seems
endless	and	God	wants	His	children	involved	in	all	these	areas.

We	need	to	recognise	that	there	are	many	caring	non-Christians	in	this	type
of	work,	but	they	cannot	bring	the	dynamic	of	God's	love	and	truth	in	Jesus,	into
their	work.

All	 such	work	 needs	 funding,	 so	 influential	 business	men	 and	women	 are
needed	in	the	Church;	those	who	understand	that	their	ability	to	generate	wealth
is	 not	 so	 that	 they	 can	 have	 an	 increasingly	 selfish	 lifestyle,	 but	 so	 they	 can
release	funds	into	the	work	of	the	Kingdom.	In	this	way	they	play	their	part	in
loving	and	serving	the	lost,	 the	poor,	 the	desperate,	 the	needy;	 those	for	whom
Jesus	had	compassion.

True	love:	God's	love	for	us	and	all	His	people.
True	love:	expressed	in	all	Jesus	did	for	us	in	the	cross.
True	 love:	 the	 gracious	 way	 in	 which	 God	 has	 saved	 us	 from	 what	 we

deserve	and	given	us	the	precious	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.
True	love:	 the	way	that	His	Spirit	works	through	our	lives	individually	and

in	the	church,	to	draw	others	to	Himself	in	love,	and	to	show	that	God	is	love!



The	True	Series:
	

The	True	Series	comprises	of	the	following	titles:

TRUE	AUTHORITY
TRUE	CHURCH
TRUE	COVENANT
TRUE	DISCIPLES
TRUE	FAITH
TRUE	GOD
TRUE	GRACE
TRUE	HEALING
TRUE	KINGDOM
TRUE	LEADERSHIP
TRUE	LIFE
TRUE	LOVE
TRUE	PEACE	&	JOY
TRUE	PRAYER
TRUE	PROMISES
TRUE	REVIVAL
TRUE	SALVATION
TRUE	SONS
TRUE	SPIRIT
TRUE	WORSHIP

	
All	 these	 books	 by	 Colin	 Urquhart	 and	 a	 catalogue	 of	 other	 titles	 and

teaching	materials	can	be	obtained	from:
Kingdom	 Faith	 Resources,	 Roffey	 Place,	 Old	 Crawley	 Road,	 Faygate,

Horsham,	West	Sussex	RH12	4RU.
Telephone:	01293	854	600	|	Email:	resources@kingdomfaith.com
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