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“The Interlopers” by Saki (H. H. Munro)

Reading Strategy: Identifying Causes and Effects
Most conflicts have causes, or reasons, and effects, or results. In “The Interlopers,” a dis-

pute over land is the cause of the story’s central conflict between two families. The effect of this
conflict is a hatred between the two families that has lasted for generations. “The Interlopers” is
filled with other causes and effects that drive the story toward an unexpected conclusion.

DIRECTIONS: Use the cause-and-effect chart below to keep track of events in “The Interlopers” as
you read. Whenever you notice a conflict arising in the story, identify the cause of the conflict
and the effect of that conflict. 

Cause

Land dispute

Effect

Lifelong feud between two families
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Literary Analysis: Conflict
Conflict is the ground upon which a plot is built. The conflict between opposing forces de-

termines which actions the characters will take and the sequence in which those actions will
occur. Stories rarely involve a single conflict. More often, several conflicts of different types are
intermingled, challenging the characters in a variety of ways. An internal conflict occurs
within a character’s mind. An external conflict takes place between the characters or between
characters and the forces of nature. A fight-to-the-end contest between two enemies in an ad-
venture story is an example of a physical external conflict; however, external conflicts need not
be physical or violent. A quiet disagreement between two friends is also an external conflict.

A. DIRECTIONS: “The Interlopers” is a brief story, but it involves more than one type of conflict.
On the lines below, briefly describe the story situations that illustrate the type of conflict
named.

1. external conflict/person against nature

2. external conflict/person against person

3. internal conflict/person against himself

B. DIRECTIONS: Although the ending of the story is resolved based on the external conflict of
man against nature, the author clearly focused on another type of conflict throughout the
story. Identify the type of conflict you consider most central to the story and explain why you
think it is the most important in the story.
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