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from Julian Johnson’s Radhasoami 

books, The Path of the Masters and 

With a Great Master in India 
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The Focus of this Study 

It has been over thirty years since I wrote The Making of a Spiritual Movement: the Untold Story of Paul 

Twitchell and Eckankar. In that rudimentary study, first written as a term paper when I was a twenty 

year old undergraduate at California State University, Northridge, I focused on two contentious 

areas in the life and work of Paul Twitchell, the founder of Eckankar: 1) Twitchell’s apparent cover-

up of his previous spiritual associations, where he 

replaced the names of real-life gurus, such as 

Kirpal Singh and Swami Premananda with 

mythological masters such as Sudar Singh and 

Rebazar Tarz (which I later described as a form 

of “genealogical dissociation”); and 2) Twitchell’s 

alleged plagiarism of previously published books 

by Julian P. Johnson and others without 

attribution. In both cases, I provided a series of 

documented examples to underline these points.  

Today it is generally accepted even by staunch 

Eckists that Paul Twitchell did indeed change the names of his previous teachers after he formally 

founded Eckankar. Why he did so, however, is still open to lively debate among both believers and 

skeptics. With regard to Twitchell’s alleged literary borrowing, even the present Living Eck Master, 

Harold Klemp, admits that Paul Twitchell was a master compiler and did indeed employ varying 

spiritual sources for his books and articles.  But even with this acknowledgment, there is still a very 

heated debate in Eckankar circles over how extensive Twitchell’s plagiarism actually was and what it 

ultimately signifies. For instance, on the internet newsgroup alt.religion.eckankar a few prominent 

posters have long contended that even if Paul Twitchell’s plagiarism is conceded it only represents 

one to two percent of his total output. Therefore, the plagiarism issue which has been repeatedly 

cited by Eckankar critics to illustrate Paul Twitchell’s deceptive 

character over the years is exaggerated and overblown. 

In this book, which is first being published in separate magazine 

installments, we will tackle one key aspect of the plagiarism 

question that has haunted Eckankar almost from its inception. 

How extensive was Paul Twitchell’s plagiarism? It is more or less 

an empirical question and one which, I believe, can be answered 

to some measure, even if we may have debates about what it all 

means for followers or critics of Eckankar. It is a formidable task 

and I have been resistant in taking on this project because I knew 

it would consume much of my intellectual time which has over 

the years been devoted to a study of physics, evolution, and neuroscience. However, I have a certain 

fondness for Paul Twitchell and what he attempted to achieve and I think that the time is ripe for a 

new analysis of his body of work. 
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To accomplish at least part of this ambitious 

goal, I decided to start small and begin with 

one book which I sense contains the most 

plagiarized material. That Eckankar book is 

Paul Twitchell’s The Far Country which was 

published during his lifetime. In the 1978 

version of my term paper on Eckankar, I 

noted that there were over 400 paragraphs 

that were appropriated from the books of 

Julian P. Johnson, an initiate of Sawan Singh 

and a famous author of four Radhasoami 

Satsang Beas publications during the 1930s. 

Some Eckankar followers have argued that I have inflated my claims about Twitchell’s plagiarism 

and that only listing the number of paragraphs that have been lifted from other publications is 

insufficient in trying to prove my case. While I think anyone can discover Twitchell’s plagiarism for 

themselves, it is a very time-consuming exercise and I can well understand why some of my critics 

would want me to shore up my proofs for easier access. This present book/magazine is a way to 

overcome that deficiency and allow interested readers to better understand how Twitchell 

appropriated the work of others into his Eckankar religious writings. 

In this study, I am only focusing on Twitchell’s borrowing from the books of Julian Johnson, 

specifically, With a Great Master in India (1934) and The Path of the Masters (1939), both published 

decades before Paul Twitchell first published his Eckankar books. Now it is seems fairly obvious to 

me that Paul Twitchell also appropriated the work of other authors in his book, The Far Country. 

However, what may be obvious to me may not be to others. Thus, I think another study in a future 

date should focus on other sources from which Twitchell may have drawn some of his writings. 

A Note on Methodology 

When using Julian Johnson’s two books for the basis of this study, it is important to note that both 

works have been reissued in several editions and numerous printings. Therefore, I felt it was 

important to have the earliest editions (or at least ones most likely to have been accessible to Paul 

Twitchell during his lifetime), as well as later editions that are readily available to audiences today for 

comparative analysis, since many readers may not be able to get access to the first editions of With a 

Great Master in India (1000 copies were printed in India by the Sawan Service League) and The Path of 

the Masters (which only had 200 beautifully bound copies printed in France in 1939). 

While the differences in varying editions is slight, I did notice that the spelling of certain Indian 

words in the earliest edition of The Path of the Masters was different than it was later printings. For 

example, later editions of the book spell the Hindi word for True Lord as “Sat Purush” whereas the 

earliest edition have it spelled as “Sat Purusha” (retaining the ending “a”). Interestingly, Twitchell  



  THE PATH OF PLAGIARISM 

 

4  

 

retains the latter spelling and not the former in his book, The Far Country, which--if we accept that he 

plagiarized from Johnson--indicates that he used an early edition of The Path of the Masters. It is also 

important to note in passing here that the former President of Eckankar, Dr. Bluth (and an initiate 

along with Julian Johnson of the late Sawan Singh) alleged in a letter that he personally loaned some 

of his Radhasoami books to Paul Twitchell. 

In doing this study I decided it would be easiest to focus on a single chapter at a time. Hence, the 

following comparisons are only concerned with Chapter One of The Far Country. Eventually, we should 

have detailed analyses of each chapter of Twitchell’s now out-of-print tome. In addition, I have 

tended to only select those appropriations which I felt were extremely close to Johnson’s original 

work—indeed, so close that anyone (even without a trained eye) would readily see the similarities. 

Now I realize that some of the comparisons will be more obvious than others and some may object 

that I left other good examples of plagiarism out of this study which should have also been included. 

I admit that I have not included all of the similarities I have found, but that was primarily because I 

wanted to only include those cases which I felt were almost self evident. In any case, I welcome any 

further additions that other readers may find. 

In closing, I think even the most devout Eckankar follower will find something of value in this 

study. I have noticed that in reviewing Twitchell’s work with new eyes that I became fascinated by 

what he chose to include and exclude from Julian Johnson and to ruminate over why he would leave 

some passages almost untouched whereas in other instances he would do a fine-tuned re-working of 

some of Johnson’s sentences. While for critics this study may only re-emphasize again Twitchell’s 

habit of wholesale prevarication and his predisposition for literary dissociations (that is, the tendency to 

borrow from a work but not to acknowledge it), for others (including both skeptics and believers) it 

may provide a powerful glimpse into how 

Twitchell’s mind worked.  

In today’s net age of mashups (where 

previously authored material is remixed into 

a new offering), it can be argued that 

Twitchell was a digital remixer before his 

time. Even if we don’t accept such a 

positive spin on Twitchell’s plagiarisms, I 

think we can all agree that studying how a 

writer incorporates the work of others 

(without referencing the same) in his own 

books provides us with a wealth of 

information about how his final product 

was accomplished. 
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EXAMPLE ONE 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 283, paragraph 1. 

In the literature of the Saints, God is expressed by many words, such as Swami, Ekankar, Nirankar, 
Radhaswami, Akal, Nirala, Anami, Agam, Alakh, Sat Purusha, Prabhu, Prabhswami, Hart Roy, 
Akshar, Parameshwar, Akshar Purush…. [Note: I am using the spelling here from the 1939 edition] 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter 1, page 26, paragraph 2. 

In the literature of the sacred, this divine formless spirit is expressed by many names, such as 
ECKANKAR, Nirankar, Akal, Nirala, Anami, Agam, Alakh, Sat Purusha, Prabhu, Prabhswami, 
Akashar, Paramakshar, Purusha. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWO 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 283, paragraph 1. 

All of these words have been coined in an effort to convey to human intelligence some idea of what 
the Saints think of God, or Lord God, the highest power. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter 1, page 26, paragraph 3. 

All of these words have been coined in an effort to convey to human intelligence some idea of what 
the Saints think of the SUGMAD or Lord God, the highest power. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THREE 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 283, paragraph 1. 

Ekankar means the "One oneness," the body of oneness. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 26, paragraph 5. 

ECKANKAR means the one oneness, the body of oneness. 



  THE PATH OF PLAGIARISM 

 

6  

 

EXAMPLE FOUR 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 283, paragraph 1. 

Nirankar means without body or form. Soami or Swami means the all-pervading Lord. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 26, paragraph 6.  

Nirankar means without body or form. Advaita, Soami, or Swami means the all pervading Lord. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE FIVE 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 283, paragraph 2. 

Akal means timeless. Nirala means peerless, having none like him. Anami means without name. 
Agam means inaccessible. Sat Purusha, true Lord, is the really existing Lord as distinguished from all 
hypothetical gods. That which is not sat does not really exist. Sat means truth, reality existence. 
Hence the fundamental idea of truth is existence. The untrue does not exist; the true does. Hence 
truth and existence are synonymous terms. Purusha implies being, and being implies creative energy; 
predominating and presiding lord, the source of creative energy. Prabhu means Lord, having power 
and control. [Note: I am using the spelling here from the 1939 edition] 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 26, paragraph 7. 

Akal means timeless: Nirala, peerless, having none like Him; Anami, without name; Agam, 
inaccessible; Sat Purusha, true Lord, the real Lord, as distinguished from all hypothetical gods. That 
which is not Sat does not really exist. Sat means truth, reality, existence. Hence the fundamental idea 
of truth is existence. The untrue does not exist; the true does. Truth and existence are synonymous 
terms. Purusha implies being, and being implies creative energy, the predominating and presiding 
Lord, the source of creative energy. Prabhu means Lord, having power and control. 

  

 

 

 

 

1.  Julian Johnson wrote all of his books on Radha Soami in India during the 1930's.                          

2. Twitchell authored all of his works on Eckankar in America during the 1960's                

and the early 1970's . 
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EXAMPLE SIX 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, pages 283-284. 

Prabhswami means all-pervading Lord, having power. Hari Roy, means the Lord who has real 
power, the actual king of all, like Sat Purusha. This is used in contradistinction to Dharam Roy the 
Negative Power, who controls the Three Worlds. It implies law and order. Dharam is law, 
order, system, and it is used also to designate religion or any religious system. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 26, paragraph 8. 

Prabhswami means all-pervading Lord, having power. Akashar means the Lord who has real power, 
the actual king of all, like Sat Purusha. This is used in contradistinction to Dharam Ray, the negative 
power, who controls the Three Worlds. It implies law and order. . . Dharam is law, order, system, 
and it is used to also designate religion, or any religious system. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE SEVEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 284, paragraph 1. 

Hari Roy is Sat Purusha  or Akal Purusha, while Dharam Roy is Kal Purusha or Kal or Brahm. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 1. 

Akashar is Sat Purusha, or Akal Purusha, while Dharam Ray is Kal Purusha, or Kal or Brahm. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE EIGHT 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 284, paragraph 2. 

The whole universe is considered as ONE, the true Ekankar. There is perfect oneness in the 
universe, which is also co-existent with God, infinite, unlimited. Hence the Soami is Nirankar, i.e., 
formless. 
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The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 2. 

The whole universe is considered as One, the true ECKANKAR. There is perfect oneness in the 
universe, which is also co-existent with God, infinite, unlimited. Hence the SUGMAD is Nirankar, 
i.e. formless. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE NINE 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 284, paragraph 2. 

As such, he is without personality, hence without name. He cannot be said to be "anywhere" as he is 
everywhere. Since he is everywhere, all and everything, he must be impersonal. Of course, he may 
assume any number of forms, but none of these forms embrace his entire being any more than one 
sun embraces the sum total of physical matter. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 3. 

As, such, he is without personality, without name. He cannot be said to be anywhere, as he is 
everywhere. Since He is everywhere, all and everything, he must be impersonal. Of course, He may 
assume any number of forms; but none of these forms embrace his entire being, any more than 
one sun embraces the sum total of physical matter.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 284, paragraph 3. 

When Soami limits himself to some extent, however slightly, he becomes Agam Purush. If a little 
more limited, he is Alakh Purush, and when he takes a definite form for the purpose of 
administering the affairs of the universe, he then becomes Sat Purush, or Sat Nam. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 4. 

"When the SUGMAD limits ITSELF to some extent, however slightly, IT becomes Agam Purusha. 
If a little more limited, Alakh Purusha, and when IT takes a definite form for the purpose of 
administrating the affairs of the universe, the SUGMAD becomes Sat Purusha, or Sat Nam.  

 



  THE PATH OF PLAGIARISM 

 

9  

 

EXAMPLE ELEVEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 284, paragraph 3. 

Sat Nam then becomes the first definitely limited manifestation of the Supreme One. But he is not 
limited, except as to form only. Sat Nam, true name, is that which defines his individuality, and 
points definitely to the first personal manifestation of the Infinite One. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 5. 

Sat Nam is the first, definitely limited, manifestation of the Supreme Being. But IT is not limited, 
except to form only. Sat Nam, true name, is that which defines ITS individuality, and points 
definitely to the first personal manifestation of the Infinite One. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWELVE 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 284. 

The names of the Supreme Beings in other languages beside the Sanskrit and Hindi are as many as 
are the ideas of Him. God is an Anglo-Saxon adaptation of good. He is the chief good or the sum 
total of good, Deus is the Latin name, signifying something like supreme emperor. Theos is the Greek 
appellation, meaning the chief of those august powers who sat upon Mount Olympus and ruled the 
world.  

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 6. 

The names of the SUGMAD, in other languages than the Sanskrit and Hindi, are as many as are the 
ideas of  IT God is Anglo-Saxon adaptation of good. IT is the chief good, or the sum total of God. 
Deus is the Latin name, signifying something like supreme emperor. Theos is the Greek appellation, 
meaning the chief of those august powers who sat upon Mount Olympus and ruled the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Twitchell has stated in at least two published pieces that he considers Sar Bachan             

(Beas: Radha Soami Satsang, 1933) to be his "Bible." The book was edited by                                

Julian P. Johnson in the early 1930's. 
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EXAMPLE THIRTEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 285, paragraph 1. 

Adonai, Elokim or Tahveh are some of the Hebrew names assigned to the god who was first a tribal 
deity of the Jews, but was later proclaimed lord over all gods and worlds. He was the supreme law-
giver, the commander of all the armies of Israel. He was the majestic warrior whose wrath was 
so much to be feared. The idea that there might be any such thing as love in his make-up was a 
much later. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 27, paragraph 7. 

Adonai, or Elohim, or Yahveh, are some of the Hebrew names assigned to the god who was first a 
tribal deity of the Jews, but later proclaimed lord over all gods and worlds. He was the supreme law-
giver, the commander of all the armies of Israel. He was the majestic warrior whose wrath was so 
much to be feared. Love was not in his makeup until later. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE FOURTEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 286, paragraph 5. 

Varuna,the greatest and the best of all ancient Hindu gods, shines out in great majesty among the 
hosts of gods mentioned in Vedic literature : Brahtn, Rama, Brahma, Vishnu, and Shiva, and a host of 
others, all gods of the sacred books. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 28, paragraph 1. 

Varuna, the greatest of all ancient Hindu gods, outstanding in the Vedas. Brahm, Rama, Brahma, 
Vishnu and Shiva, and a host of others in the Indian sacred books. 

 

 

 

 

 

“There is no plagiarism in Paulji’s The Far Country. It was dictated to Paul by Rebazar Tarzs. The 

book claimed to be plagiarized by Paul was not copyrighted;  such plagiarism attacks are not true. 

Sri Darwin Gross asks that these SCP-Journals be destroyed.” 

--World-wide memo sent out from Eckankar, December 27, 1979  
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EXAMPLE FIFTEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980,  

Zarathustra spoke of Ormuzd, and the Norseman had his Thor. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 28, paragraph 2. 

Zarathustra spoke of Ormuzd and the Norseman had his Thor.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE SIXTEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 269, paragraph 2. 

It embraces all the suns and their planets known or unknown, to astronomy. It extends out into 
space far beyond the reach of any telescope. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
page 14, paragraph 8. 

This region embraces all the suns and planets, known or unknown to human astronomy. It extends 
out into space, without the knowledge of the physical scientists, far beyond the reach of any 
telescope. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE SEVENTEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 266, paragraph 3. 

Sahasra dal Kanwal, meaning a thousand-petalled lotus. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 14, paragraph 10. 

Sahasra dal Kanwal, which means thousand petalled lotus 
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EXAMPLE EIGHTEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 266-267, paragraphs 3 and 1. 

the great cluster of lights which constitute the most attractive sight when one is approaching that 
world. This great group of lights is the actual "power house" of the physical universe. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 15, paragraph 2. 

the great cluster of lights, these magnificent lights which the traveler views when approaching the 
higher Astral planes. Here is the actual powerhouse of the physical universe,  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE NINETEEN 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 267, paragraph 1. 

Out of that power house flows the power that has created and now sustains all worlds in our group. 
Each of those lights has a different shade of tint. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 15, paragraph 4. 

Out of this powerhouse flows the current of lights which has created and sustains all the worlds in 
the universe. These lights are of all shades and tints, 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY 

The Path of the Masters by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1939), 12th 
edition, 1980, page 267, paragraph 3. 

Many of its inhabitants believe that they have attained immortality 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 16, paragraph 3. 

 many of its inhabitants believe they have reached immortality.  
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EXAMPLE TWENTY-ONE 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 165. 

All other lords, rulers, and people, pay obeisance to him. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 17, paragraph 9. 

All other lords, rulers and peoples on every plane pay homage to Him.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY-TWO 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 165. 

The sound of Onkar is heard perpetually resounding. Then you go on up and open a gate and enter 
the bankanal (crooked tunnel), passing on to the other end of it. Then you cross high and low hills. 
Now, the vision appears to be reversed,  

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, pages 17 and 18, paragraphs 10 and 1. 

the sound of Omkar is heard continuously resounding, like a great drum. You go up a hill and open 
a gate, enter a crooked tunnel, pass on through to the other side. Then you cross high and low hills 
hills where the vision appears to be reversed.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY-THREE 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 165. 

he passes into a fort-like region which he enters. . . the soul becomes adorned with the attributes of 
devotion and faith. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 17, paragraph 2. 

You pass through a fortlike region which is the home of the ruler, Omkar, and halt, for Soul to 
become adorned with the attributes of devotion and faith. 
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EXAMPLE TWENTY-FOUR 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 165. 

Here the seed of all karma is burned, destroyed. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 18, paragraph 3. 

The seeds of the traveler's karma are burned and destroyed here. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY-FIVE 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 165. 

deserts and mountains and gardens. . . flowers arranged in artistic designs. . . everywhere. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 18, paragraph 3. 

deserts, mountains and gardens. Flowers are arranged in artistic designs everywhere.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY-SIX 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 165. 

Ocean, which he crosses by means of a bridge. . . three mountains… called Mer, Sumer, and 
Kailash. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 18, paragraph 3. 

ocean of water over which you can cross by bridge. . . three mountain peaks named Mer, Sumer and 
Kailash.  
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EXAMPLE TWENTY-SEVEN 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 168. 

pass above the Hansni tunnel and enter the Rukmini tunnel, where you see a strange and beautiful  
… structure. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 18, paragraph 3. 

pass above the Hansni tunnel and enter another tunnel, the Rukmini tunnel, where you see a strange 
and beautiful structure. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY-EIGHT 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 168. 

On the right side there are bright islands, and on the left are many continents covered with palaces, 
appearing as if made of pearls, having their top stories made of rubies and studded with emeralds 
and diamonds. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 22, paragraph 4. 

To your right are bright islands, and to your left many continents covered with palaces, appearing as 
if made of pearls, having their roofs covered with rubies and studded with emeralds and diamonds 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE TWENTY-NINE 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 169. 

The souls there live on the Sound Current, as their food.  

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 22, paragraph 7. 

The Tuzas living here exist on the sound current as their food.  

EXAMPLE THIRTY 
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With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 169. 

Kabir also mentions in this region eighty eight thousand islands or continents, all set with beautiful 
palaces. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 22, paragraph 8. 

Kabir said there are eighty thousand continents in this world, with beautiful homes on each for their 
inhabitants. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-ONE 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 169. 

approach to the Fourth [sic: Fifth?] Region is guarded by a zone of such deep, dense, darkness that 
none but the pure may ever cross it. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 23, paragraph 2. 

approach to the fifth region is guarded by a zone of such deep, dense darkness that none but the 
pure can cross it 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-TWO 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 169. 

Only he has the light and the power to cross it. . . His brilliancy is so great. . . that even one hair on 
his body. . . radiates a light equal to that of many millions of suns combined. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 23, paragraph 3. 

Only he who has the light and power may tread here in the world of Sach Khand. Here you find 
dwelling Sat Nam, the lord of all, above and below. His brilliance is so great that even one hair on 
his body. . .  would radiate a light equal to that of many millions of suns combined. 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-THREE 
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With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, page 169. 

In the Fifth region is a fort-like place wherein is situated the throne of the King of kings, You 
should know him as the true king. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 23, paragraph 7. 

Within the Soul plane is a fort-like place where is situated the throne of the Lord of the worlds. You 
know Him as the true Lord. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-FOUR 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, pages 169-170. 

The soul now advances to a great and wonderful. . . park, the scenery of which is. . . indescribable. 
There is also a great reservoir, from below which flow abundant streams of the most delicious 
nectar. . . flow out through large canals, to supply distant regions. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 23, paragraph 8. 

Soul is now taken by the MAHANT to a great park where the scenery is indescribable. There is also 
a huge reservoir here, like those on the earth plane, from which flows the most delicious nectar 
through canals to supply the distant regions. . . .  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-FIVE 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, pages 170. 

Golden palaces are set in open fields of silvery light. . . the landscape is indescribable, and the beauty 
of the hansas living there is indescribable, and the beauty of the hansas living there is 
incomprehensible, the brilliancy of each one being equal to the combined light of sixteen suns and 
moons. 

 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 24, paragraph 1. 
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Golden palaces are set in open fields of silvery light. The landscape is beyond human description 
and the beauty of the saints living here is incomprehensible, the brilliancy of each equal to the 
combined light of sixteen suns and moons.  

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-SIX 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, pages 170. 

Above Sach Khand there are three other plains [sic: planes] of inconceivable splendor. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 25, paragraph 5. 

Above Sach Khand are three other planes of inconceivable splendor. . . . 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-SEVEN 

With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, pages 171. 

First he becomes united in a mystic way with the very essence of the great Sat Purush, and so, 
becoming one with him, partakes of all his attributes. He then advances to the three remaining 
regions. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 25, paragraph 6. 

First, the Tuza becomes united with the very essence of the Sat Nam in a mystical sense, and so, 
becomes a part of Him, partaking in all Sat Nam's marvelous attributes. Then the Tuza advances to 
the three remaining known planes. 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

EXAMPLE THIRTY-EIGHT 
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With a Great Master in India by Julian Johnson (Beas: Sawan Service League, copyright 1934), 
2nd edition, 1953, pages 171. 

Alakh Lok, presided over by the Alakh Purusha and the next after that is Agam Lok, presided over 
by Agam Purush. Finally, the traveler arrives at the end of his journey, the region of the nameless 
ONE…. 

The Far Country by Paul Twitchell (Illuminated Way Press, copyright 1971), 8th printing, 1981, 
Chapter One, page 25, paragraph 7. 

Alakh Lok, presided over by the Alakh Purusha, and after this is the Agam Lok plane presided over 
by the Agam Purusha, or lord. Finally Soul reaches the end of Its journey, the region of the nameless 
One, 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

"In putting together the corporation that Paul put together, an enormous 

amount of people misunderstood what he had written and spoken of from the 

platform. I don't recall who it was that did a study of Paul's writings, in regards 

to this plagiarism statement, that they found less than 1% of all that he wrote to 

be similar to another's writings. They forget the man, Paul Twitchell, had a 

photographic memory. He could read something and recite or write it later word 

for word. Now, if you call that plagiarism fine, but it's a fact." 

--Sri Darwin Gross, the Second Living Eckankar Master, December 1993 
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“With a wide background of study you will find many similarities both 
approximate and exact in many religious statements, history and mythology. 

Whether one is a student of Zoroaster, Mohammed, Buddha, Jesus, or Tao, many 
of the same things are said and (when translated) in the same way. . . How did 

you know Johnson didn't obtain his information from Twitchell or Rebazar Tarzs 
(sic) or some other common source? Don't be surprised that many people find the 
same truths and even in the same words, commandments, etc., whether they are 

concepts, stories of events, or levels of God Worlds or consciousness." 
 

--Alan H. Nichols, Attorney Representing Eckankar, July 5, 1977 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The plagiarism charge is a time-honored technique of the orthodox to undercut 
the authenticity of “new” streams of religious thought. Mary Baker Eddy of 

Christian Science, Ellen White of the Seventh Day Adventists, Joseph Smith of the 
Mormons—all have been attacked similarly, reflecting the orthodox mind-set that 

a religion is only valid as its books and its archaeology. Eckankar is not a book 
based path.” 

 
Gary Hardiman, Eckankar International Headquarters, January 18, 1983 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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