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“The Unattainable is Attained by its Unattainment”—Nicholas of Cusa 
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Critical Thinking 

 _____________ 
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   Philosophy, Science, and Religion 



_____________ 

  

 

“Those who know don't talk. Those who talk don't know.  Close your mouth, block 

off your senses, blunt your sharpness, untie your knots, soften your glare, settle your 

dust. This is the primal identity. 

 

Be like the Tao. It can't be approached or withdrawn from, benefited or harmed, 

honored or brought into disgrace. It gives itself up continually. That is why it 

endures.” 



 
___________________ 

“Entia non sunt multiplicanda 

praeter necessitatem.” 

—William of Occam 

 

_________________ 

“To promote the 

increase of natural 

knowledge and to 

forward the 

application of 

scientific methods of 

investigation to all 

the problems of life 

to the best of my 

ability, in the 

conviction which has 

grown with my 

growth and 

strengthened with 

my strength, that 

there is no alleviation 

for the sufferings of 

mankind except 

veracity of thought 

and of action, and 

the resolute facing of 

the world as it is 

when the garment of 

make-believe by 

which pious hands 

have hidden its uglier 

features is stripped 

off.” 

Thomas H. Huxley 



 
___________________ 

“I know not with what weapons World War 
III will be fought, but World War IV will 

be fought with sticks and stones.” 

—Albert Einstein 

_________________ 

 “What a wonderful 

sight it will be from 

here.” 

“What a place to see 

a battle from.” 

Two artillerymen 

were loitering near. 

Said one: “We ought 

to have the Queen 

up here, in her little 

donkey carriage.” 

 “Ah, we'd do it all 

right then,” replied 

his comrade.  

But when I looked at 

the peaceful plain 

and reflected on the 

storm and tumult 

presently to burst 

upon it, I could not 

help being glad that 

no gentle eye would 

view that bloody 

panorama. 

Winston S. Churchill 
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_________________ 

Hearken to the 

reed-flute, how it 

complains, 

Lamenting its 

banishment from 

its home: “Ever 

since they tore 

from me from my 

osier bed, My 

plaintive notes 

have men and 

women to tears. I 

burst my breast, 

striving to give 

vents to sighs, And 

to express the 

pangs of my 

yearning for my 

home. He who 

abides far from his 

home is ever 

longing for the day 

he shall return.” 

Rumi 



______________ 

 

 
  

_________________ 

Prejudices of 

Philosophers 

It is certainly not 

the least charm of 

a theory that it is 

refutable; it is 

precisely thereby 

that it attracts the 

more subtle 

minds. It seems 

that the hundred-

times refuted 

theory of the "free 

will" owes its 

persistence to this 

charm alone; 

someone is always 

appearing who 

feels himself 

strong enough to 

refute it. 

Nietzsche 



  __________________ 

 
“As long as man continues to be the ruthless destroyer of lower  

living beings he will never know health or peace. For as long as    

men massacre animals, they will kill each other.”--Pythagoras 

_________________________________________________________ 
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____________ 

 “I know that truth is 

sometimes an octagon 

and that I am one.  

Contradiction is a    

cardinal element of life 

and of itself may be no 

contradiction.” 

____________ 

--My Wicked Wicked Ways 
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“As long as men are free to 

ask what they must, free to 

say what they think, free to 

think what they will, freedom 

can never be lost and science 

can never regress.” 

--Marcel Proust 
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