
SPANISH 3-COURSE INFORMATION  SEÑORA MCKINNEY 
SPRING 2012       (916) 652-7243 ex. 1903 
         Office hours 1:30–2:50  
         smckinney@puhsd.k12.ca.us 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian and Student: 
 
Bienvenido a Español 3.  This is an advance level of the foreign language, both 
teacher and student expectations are high.  That is why Spanish is to be spoken at 
all times.  During the term students will be expanding their vocabulary and grammar 
with many different activities. 
 
Because this class requires oral participation, regular class attendance is essential.  
If you are absent, you may phone a classmate for any missed assignments/homework 
or check with Señora McKinney after school the following day.  Quizzes/tests or 
projects missed due to an absence will be made up immediately upon return to class, 
unless prior arrangements have been made.  Students missing tests/projects 
because of school related activities are required to turn/take tests the day prior to 
leaving.  Required assignments from the course description handout (CA’s) must be 
turned in on the posted date.  If the student fails to complete a CA project on the 
required date, the project date is rescheduled and the assignment value drops to 1 
point.  All assignments are due on the assigned day, whether or not the student is in 
class.  (See Señora if there are any problems.)  Students who request written 
assignments for trips or extended absences must turn in all the assignments the 
first day back from the absence, or all missed assignments AND participation will be 
recorded as zero.  Work missed because of a cut, truancy, or unexcused absence 
cannot be made up. 
 
Participation in Spanish 3 is very important and is not defined by just raising your 
hand.  You must become involved in class discussions and activities.  There must be no 
English spoken, unless approved by Señora McKinney.  Finally, you must follow the 
classroom procedures and guideline (see participation key).  Only participation points 
lost from an excused absence can be made up on “Tutor” days.  The missing points 
must be made up on the tutor day immediately following the excused absence. 
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The course grade will be based on daily participation, oral and written assignments, 
quizzes, tests, and projects.  Projects and sloppy work will receive a grade of 
“incomplete” are considered late until completed at the level of the required quality.  
Late projects will receive no more than 50% of the total point value.  If a late 
project is not completed by the assigned date, the point value will drop to 1.  When 
tutoring is available, extra credit in the form of before/after school tutoring is 
available to only students who have a class grade of 65% or below and only after all 
culminating assignments have been completed.  Each session that a student attends 
is valued at 10 extra credit points. 
 
I will be enforcing the Del Oro dress code in the classroom.  Students should think 
of school as their workplace and dress accordingly.  Also, please turn off cell phones.  
If a phone does ring during class time, is used for text messages, or is out of a 
student’s backpack, it will be taken away and given to the Assistant Principal. 
 
Academic integrity is very important.  Any student who is caught cheating will re-do 
the assignment for a zero point value, receive an F as their citizenship grade, and be 
referred to the Assistant Principal. 
 
Finally, the Foreign Language website can be found at: www.puhsd.k12.ca.us.  
Students will be asked to download many assignments from this website.  If your 
son/daughter is unable to print a copy, please make sure that you check the box on 
the Parent Contact form and copies will be provided.  All student assignments, 
quizzes, and tests can be found on my Google calendar page (subject to change).  I 
will be posting grades every 3/4 weeks which can be viewed via the PARENT 
PORTAL. 
 
If you should have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me either 
by telephone or e-mail.  I am looking forward to a wonderful term of Spanish 3.  ¡Olé! 
 
 
Señora McKinney 
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