
Independent Study 
Commonplace Book- 8th PreAP 

 
What is a commonplace book? A scrapbook of quotations, main ideas, and connections that you created 
related to the book. You may add: notes about what you’re reading, images found, graffiti, pictures, 
thoughts, quotations from characters, drawings and sketches, cut-outs from magazines, song lyrics, etc.!  

 
For each chapter set, you are expected to create a balanced blend of visual and text evidence to 
demonstrate what you’ve learned from the chapter (A minimum of 3 illustrations per chapter); your 
reflections must take up the entire page. There are many ways to achieve this, and the good news is: 
you’ll have lots of choice! J  These reflections will be worth several daily and major grades, so make 
sure you’re keeping up with it on your own time as needed when time is not provided for you in class. 
Helpful hint: always read with your commonplace book and a pencil nearby so you can quickly jot down 
anything that comes to mind!  
 
For each chapter set, you must include three examples of text evidence illustrating who Cia is as a 
person. For example, this quote shows us that Cia is consumed by what she knows about the testing: 
“While my classmates are concerned about the test affecting the years ahead, I worry I will not survive 
the day.” P.1 
 
Using text evidence (direct quotes with page numbers!) and/or illustrations, you must also include five 
of any combination of the following:    
 
Theme  A Venn diagram   Resolution   Questions you have 
Setting/Map  comparing characters   (fight/resist, death,   about what you’ve read 
Figurative Language  Conflict (man vs. man,  compromise, etc.)   Summary 
Foreshadowing   society, self, etc.)  Plot (rising action, climax,  Symbolism 

resolution, etc.) 
 
You will be graded on:  

1. The thought you put into your work. Did you personalize your work with opinions, commentaries, or 
reactions to the text? Did you make connections to your or someone’s life, the world, other stories, songs, 
etc.? 

2. Your understanding of the text. Did you show that you read and understood? Did you mention the main 
ideas of the chapter in one way or another (images or text)?  

3. Your creativity. How does it look? Did you use pictures, drawings, cut-outs from magazines, graffiti, 
poetry, song lyrics, or any other creative ideas?  

4. Completion and neatness. Is it finished? Did you fill the page with a balance of writing and pictures? Did 
you write or type clearly? Does it look nice?  

 


