
CLOSE READING 
STRATEGIES 

5  S T E P S  TO  C O N F I D E N T  R E A D I N G  



A CLOSER LOOK AT CLOSE READING 

•  Close reading: Thoughtful and critical 
analysis of a text that focuses on important 
details and/or patterns (text structures) 

•  Purpose: To develop a deep (and accurate) 
understanding of the text’s structure, 
author’s craft, meanings, etc… 

•  Close reading strategies are important 
because when used correctly & consistently, 
reading comprehension (understanding) 
INCREASES. 

•  Increased reading comprehension is the key 
to success. www.literacyta.com - Copyright 2014

  Steps to Confident Reading

Understand your task

Organize information

Read for comprehension

Preview your text

Read for deeper meaning
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5 STEPS TO CONFIDENT READING 

•  Think about reading as a puzzle.  

•  It takes many small pieces to create the 
complete picture. 

•  What happens if you are missing one 
piece? How does it affect the end result/
how you view the picture? 



5 STEPS TO CONFIDENT READING 

•  What if you are missing several pieces? 
How does that affect the way you see the 
picture? 

•  Now apply this to reading…if you don’t 
use all of the “pieces” you will have an 
incomplete picture.  



STEP 1 

Understand your reading/performance 
task 

–  Analyze your reading or 
performance task so you have a 
PURPOSE for reading. 

•  What are you being asked to read? What 
will you need to know? How are you 
expected to read your text? What reading 
skills can help you read this text? What 
will you have to do with the information 
once you have read it? 



STEP 2 

Preview & get to know your text 
•  Scan the text features, headings, and 

vocabulary. 

•  How long is the text? 

•  Are there text features such as pictures, 
graphics, diagrams, and footnotes? 

•  Are there unfamiliar words you need to 
know? 

•  What is the text most likely about?  

•  What do you know about the topic?  



STEP 3 

Read for comprehension 
•  Read to understand the topic and 

genre. 

•  What type of text are you reading? Look 
for text features, signal words, etc…as you 
read. 

•  What is the text about?  

•  What does it say?  

•  What words are essential to the meaning 
or message of the text? 



STEP 4 

Read for deeper meaning 
•  First you must determine the author’s 

purpose for writing then use it to guide 
how you reread the text. 

•  What is the speaker/writer’s point of 
view? 

•  How is the text organized or how do the 
ideas unfold from beginning to end? 

•  What are the claims or main ideas? How 
are they supported? 



STEP 5 

Organize and cite important 
information 

•  Reread your prompt or performance task 
to learn what information you need to 
draw from your text. 

•  How will you organize the essential ideas?  

•  What will you directly quote or 
paraphrase?  

•  How will you cite the source material and 
integrate it into your writing? 



A CLOSER LOOK AT STEP 1: 
ANALYZING A READING PROMPT/PERFORMANCE TASK 

•  What is the prompt/task asking you to do?  
–  1st Step: Circle the directive words in the 

prompt like analyze, describe, argue, etc., and 
underline what you're being asked to do.  

–  Example: Analyze the author’s tone (attitude) 
about the use of child soldiers in other 
countries. 

•  How can I use the prompt to organize my 
paper?  

–  2nd Step: Number the verbs you have circled 
in an order that makes sense to you and 
your reader.  What part of the prompt will 
you address first, second, last? 

•  Who is my intended audience? 
–  3rd Step: Look for and identify the audience . 

Draw a box around the audience if it is 
stated directly. If the audience is suggested 
or not specified, write general academic in 
the margin and place a box around it.  

•  What sources am I being asked to use? 
–  4th Step: Write the name of the source(s) 

next to the prompt. If you are responding to 
a specific text, the title of the text would be 
the name of the source.  



EXAMPLE OF ANALYZING A PROMPT 



READING/PERFORMANCE TASK 
DIRECTIVE VERBS 



A CLOSER LOOK AT STEP 2 
PREVIEWING & PREDICTING 
•  Critical skill for readers to have because it helps 

them think about the topic, structure, and 
purpose of a text before they read.  

•  Step 1: Survey the Text 
–  Note all available reading aids (bolded words, 

footnotes, chapter summaries, and visuals) and get 
a feel for the overall length of the text. 

•  Step 2: Make a prediction about the genre 
–  What do you know about this type of writing? 

What can you expect to see? What types of 
information might you find in this text?  

•  Step 3: Scan the title (and/or subtitles) & 
make a prediction about the topic 

–  Write a prediction next to the title.  

–  How to start your prediction:  

•  This text will be about... 

•  I think this article will... 

•  This is most likely about... 

•  Step 4: Read the first & last paragraphs 
–  If the paragraphs are long, read the first few 

sentences in the first and last paragraphs. Make a 
new prediction. See sentence starters above. 



PREDICTION SENTENCE STARTERS 



A CLOSER LOOK AT STEP 3: 
READING FOR COMPREHENSION 

•  We read with a PENCIL so we can make 
mistakes. 

•  Read through the text one time & take note 
of anything you think is important like the 
Who, What, When, Where, Why, & How. 

•  You may use symbols to make notes like: 
–  (+)This is new information to you  
–  (*) This conflicts with what you thought to 

be true 

–  (?)This is something I still have questions 
about & may want to come back to review 
after you’ve read. 



A CLOSER LOOK AT STEP 4: 
READING FOR DEEPER MEANING 
•  After reading for comprehension, read the 

text a second time to gain a deeper 
understanding. 

•  Before you begin the 2nd read, you need to 
determine the author’s purpose. 

•  In your groups, quickly address the following 
(be prepared to share your answers): 

•  Define author’s purpose. 

•  Discuss why it is important. 

•  How and when have you used author’s 
purpose in the past? 



AUTHOR’S PURPOSE 

•  Author’s Purpose:  

–  The author’s reason for writing a text. What message 
is the author trying to get across to the reader? What 
do they want the reader to know or do? 

–  Typically related to the topic and main idea of a text. 

–  The KEY component of any text. 

•  Something to remember: With STAAR testing, it’s ALL about 
the author! There are no “what if” the author meant this or 
“what if” he was trying to imply this? Everything is concrete 
and we can determine what the author meant and what he/
she was implying based on the purpose. 

•  Understanding author’s purpose leads to: 
–  an understanding of: 

•   what the author feels about a topic  
•  why the author makes certain 

choices in writing 

–  Meaningful & effective marking of the 
text 

–  Increased comprehension 
–  Best of all-Increased STAAR Scores! 



AUTHOR’S PURPOSE CONTINUED 

•  We will use author’s purpose to guide us 
through marking the text for deeper 
meaning/understanding. 

•  It’s more than P.I.E. (to persuade, to inform, 
& to entertain aren’t the only words to use 
when describing author’s purpose so we will 
be increasing our academic vocabulary) 

•  Shift from author’s purpose being a simple 
“to persuade” to a more complex 
statement. EX) “To convince the reader that 
PTSD is a serious problem that needs to be 
researched further.” 

•  Write the author’s purpose at the top of 
your page. 

•  Read the text a second time and refer back 
to this purpose as you mark the text. You 
may have to erase some of the things you 
marked during the first read. That’s OKAY! 

•  Ask yourself: Does this sentence relate to 
the author’s purpose? Does it help the 
author makes his/her point?  

–  If it does, it should be underlined. 

–   If it doesn’t, it should be erased. 



 

Persuade!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Inform 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Entertain 
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

!
!
Convince!
Compare!then!provide!reasons!why…!
Explain!the!need!for…!
Emphasize!
Demonstrate!
Prove!
Support!
Suggest!
!
!
!
Describe!
Compare/Contrast!
Explain!
Illustrate!
Recount!
Present!
Show!
State!
List!
Highlight!
Relate!(the!history)!
!
!
!
!
Drama,!Fiction,!&!Poetry!are!most!
often!going!to!start!with!the!phrase!to!
entertain…and!that’s!okay!because!
our!focus!shifts!to!identifying!the!
theme!and!analyzing!the!relationship!
of!events!in!the!plot,!characterization,!
and!other!elements!of!literature!that!
help!us!determine!the!author’s!overall!
message!which!is!essentially!the!
purpose.!After!all,!the!theme!is'the'
purpose!of!a!literary!text.!
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Author’s Purpose 
Academic Vocabulary 



AUTHOR’S PURPOSE STATEMENT 



AUTHOR’S PURPOSE STATEMENT 



USE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE AND TEXT 
STRUCTURE INTERCHANGEABLY 
 



MARKING THE TEXT 
STEP 1 

•  Number the paragraphs (circle each number) 
•  Do this first as it will give you a reference point when you are reading 

•  “Read with a pencil” (Step 3 of “5 Steps to Confident Reading”) 

•  Determine Author’s Purpose 

•  Write a statement of the author’s purpose at the top of the page  

•  Example: 
–  To describe  

–  To describe authors 

–  To describe the characteristics of successful authors 



MARKING THE TEXT: 
STEP 2 

–  Circle     key terms, cited authors, and other essential words or    
   numbers 

•  To identify key terms consider if the word is: 

–  repeated 

–  defined by the author 

–  used to explain an idea 

–  a central concept  

–  relevant to the reading purpose 



MARKING THE TEXT: 
STEP 3 

•  Underline the author’s claims and other information that is relevant to the reading 
purpose 

–  Claim: An arguable statement that should be supported with data, facts, and other backing 

–  Claims can be anywhere in the text 

–  There may be more than one claim 



“RELEVANT TO THE READING 
PURPOSE” 

•  Use the author’s purpose statement to guide you through marking the text. You should 
continuously go back to this statement as you try to determine whether or not something 
should be underlined or circled. 

•  Does the word, phrase, sentence/statement relate back to the author’s purpose? Does it help 
the author make a point?  If it doesn’t, you should NOT underline or circle it.  

•  Focus on AUTHOR’s CLAIMS rather than supporting details. Supporting details can be 
bracketed with notes out to the side.  



WELL…THAT ESCALATED QUICKLY 

•  That wraps up our “Closer Look at Step 
4: Reading for Deeper Meaning” 

•  So there’s just one step left! 



A CLOSER LOOK AT STEP 5: 
ORGANIZE AND CITE YOUR INFORMATION 
 
•  This is where you have to show what you know. 

•  “Provide textual evidence to support your understanding” is something you will be asked to 
do often. 

•  We will use sentence stems to help you organize and cite your information. 



SENTENCE STEMS 

•  (1) The author uses ____________________________________________, such as__________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________(textual evidence) to _________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________. 

 

OR… 

 

•  (2) The author uses _________________________________ (in par. 2) to _________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________.   

(Included with Sentence Stems 1 & 2)  

•  This shows the reader __________________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________.  


