
Author’s Purpose 
Analyzing why the author makes certain choices in their 
writing. 
Key Words and Phrases: The author chose/included; included 
to; most likely to; in order to 

• Answer choices will start with a verb (explain, 
 show, illustrate, emphasize, describe, imply, 
 suggest, convey, reveal, demonstrate, etc...) 
 
Questions may look like: 
Why is _____________ important to the story? 
The photographs of ________ support the information in the 
selection by – 
The author included paragraph _____ to – 
The author included paragraph ______ most likely to – 
In Paragraphs 1-3, the author is able to – 
 
Demands on the Reader:  
Ask yourself: 

• “Why did the author write this?”  
• “What point are they trying to get across to the 

reader?”  
• “Why did they include this section? What does it add to 

the text?  
• How does this picture support the information in the 

text?  
What do you notice about how the text is set up or 
structured? (Text structure is directly related to author’s 
purpose). *Look at the verbs in the answer choices & read 
the entire answer choice (sometimes the last 2-5 words of 
an answer choice are what make it incorrect) 

Context Clues & Dictionary Skills 
 
We use context clues to determine the meaning of 
unknown words and when we make inferences. 
 
Questions may look like: 
In paragraph ____, the word _______________ means— 
What does the word _______ mean in paragraph ___? 
Because the Latin root ______ means “______”, the 
reader can tell that the word _____________ in paragraph 
7 refers to something that –“ 
 
Remember to look for signals using the context clues 
acronym: 
 
  Inference 
  Definition 
  Example 
  Antonym 
  Synonym 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
Go back to the passage and re-read the paragraph. You 
may need to look back at the previous paragraph for 
clues if you can’t locate any in the paragraph with the 
unknown word. 
Use your dictionary to look up unknown words! Be sure 
to make note of the part of speech (verb, noun, adj., 
adv.) before looking up the word. 



Drawing Conclusions 
 
Questions may look like... 
What can the reader conclude about _________’s 
relationship with _________? 
What is the most likely reason the author wrote 
this selection? 
The author included paragraph ______ most likely 
to – 
Based on the information included in the selection 
the reader can infer that the author believes— 
_______________’s thoughts in paragraph _____ show 
that she– 
What can the reader conclude about the author’s 
opinion of--? 
With which statement would the author most 
likely agree? 
Which statement from the article describes a 
positive result of _______? 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
These questions require you to use context clues 
FROM the passage. Always consider the author’s 
purpose and their overall message when answering 
these types of questions. 

Summarize 
 
A summary should include the most important information 
from the passage. Typically the main ideas from the BME 
(not always true though depending on how the text is 
structured and where the key information is located). 
 
Ask yourself: 
 
• Does this answer show what the main points in the 
passage were without including unnecessary details? 
• Does my answer represent the WHOLE passage (or 
section) or is there something missing? 
 
Questions may look like: 
 
What is the best summary of the selection? 
What is the best summary of the section titled 
______________? 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
 
Identify the key information from the text. Separate 
author’s claims from supporting details. Be sure to 
weed out any unnecessary supporting details since 
summaries should focus on the main ideas. 
 

 
 



Supporting Details 
 
Key Words and Phrases Support, supports the idea 
that…, provides the best evidence of ________, best 
demonstrates, author’s claim, suggests 
 
Questions may look like:  
-The information in paragraphs _____ and ____ supports 
the idea that – 
-Which sentence from the selection supports the idea 
that….? 
-Which sentence from the story provides the best 
evidence that _________ feels _________? 
-Which sentence from the selection helps explain why 
_________ was successful?  
-Which sentence best demonstrates that the author 
and his father depended on the people of the 
reservation?  
-How does the author support his claim that…? 
-Which sentence suggests that ________ benefited from 
________? 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
-Remember that author’s back up their claims using 
supporting details. Go back to the text when needed. 
-Locate & highlight the key word or phrase in the 
question (what specifically are you looking to support or 
find support for) & look for the answer choice with a 
similar word or phrase!  

Main Idea 
 
What the section or selection is MOSTLY about. Answers 
should be a good representation of the paragraph, 
section, or selection. 
 
Questions may look like:  
 
What is paragraph _______ mainly about?  
 
The author begins and ends the selection by bringing 
together the idea that – 
 
Paragraphs ______ and ______ are mainly about – 
 
Demands on the Reader:  
 
Ask yourself the following questions:  
Is the main idea stated or implied? What supporting 
details can you locate? What argument or idea are they 
supporting? 
Answer choices will often be directly from the 
paragraph in question, so it’s your job to determine 
which one of those represents what the paragraph is 
MOSTLY about. 
If you’re looking for the main idea of multiple 
paragraphs, make sure the answer choice is TRUE for all 
paragraphs in question. 



Text Structure 
 
Questions may look like: 
-How does the author organize paragraphs ____ through 
____? 
-The author organizes this selection by – 
-The organizational pattern of the article develops the 
author’s viewpoint by 0 
-By presenting the ideas included in paragraphs ___ to 
___, the author is able to – 
-Paragraph ____ is important to the story because it – 
-Dividing the poem into two stanzas allows the poet to – 
 
Demands on the Reader:  
Remember the expository text structures & the 
coordinating signal words.  
Remember there can be more than one text structure 
in each selection. 
Think about how the text is set up & how the author is 
trying to get information across to the reader.  
 
  Text Structures: 

 Description 
• Cause & Effect 
• Compare & Contrast 
• Problem & Solution 
• Sequence 
• Proposition & Support 

Compare/Contrast 
 
Key Words and Phrases: Both, similar, alike, differ, 
differently, while, however, but, and… 
 
Questions may look like:  
Which of the following is a major difference between-? 
One way _______ and ________ are similar is that they 
both – 
Which sentence from ________ expresses the same idea 
as these lines from the poem/selection? 
How does the author’s purpose for writing in ______ 
differ from the poet’s purpose in ___? 
One difference between ________ in the story and the 
speaker in the poem is that the speaker – 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
When comparing 2 texts, you’re looking for the answer 
choice that is true for both texts (if looking for 
similarities), true for only one text (only the 
poem/selection…), or true on both sides of the answer 
choice (when looking for differences).  
 
Complete a True/False Check for each answer choice. 
Always check ALL of your answer choices before you 
select an answer. 
 

 



Thoughts & Feelings (Character Development) 
 
Questions may look like:  
The reader can conclude that when ______ arrives at 
______’s house, she is ________ (envious, grateful, timid, furious) 
These sentences from paragraph _________ show that 
Ella is ___________________. 
Which statement best expresses ___________’s 
admiration? 
Which line best expresses the speaker’s sense of 
<dread>? 
Cassie’s thoughts in paragraph 14 show that she – 
Which sentence from the story provides the best 
evidence that __________ feels insecure? 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
Use the “FAST” character analysis to understand the 
characters thoughts & feelings. “FAST” character 
analysis can also be used to understand a character’s 
motivation (their reasons for doing something, wanting 
something, or thinking something). 
F- Feelings (Based on what the character is saying &  
  doing, what can you tell about how they are 
  feeling?) 
A-Actions (What is the character doing?) 
S-Speech (What is the character saying?) 
T- Thoughts (Does the narrator provide you with the 
  character’s internal thoughts) 

Literary Devices & Plot 
 
Questions may look like:  
What statement best expresses the main theme of the 
excerpt? 
What effect does _____________ have on the resolution 
of the excerpt? 
Which event triggers the main problem in the excerpt? 
Which statement best expresses the main conflict? 
The metaphor is used to emphasize ________ 
The simile in lines ______ and ______ reveal that the speaker- 
Because the story is written from a first-person point 
of view, the reader is better able to understand- 
The story reaches its climax when – 
 
Demands on the Reader: 
Know how the point of view affects the story. 1st person 
POV-we know how the narrator feels. 3rd Person 
Objective-we don’t know anyone’s feelings, Limited-we 
know one characters feelings, Omniscient-we know the 
feelings of several characters. 
*Look for key words in the question. For example, “which 
event triggers the main conflict” -the key word is 
triggers, or causes, the conflict. 
Remember that the conflict drives the plot. 
Theme: Author’s purpose of a literary text; what the 
story means (moral or lesson) 
Go back to the passage! 

 


