
Name: _____________________________________ 

Analyzing Characterization Through Conflict Using  

Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  

Passage A 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Circle words that best describe Brian at this moment: 

Frail    Educated    Shocked 

Capable   Defiant    Smart 

Panicked   Mature    Courageous 

 

3. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support the 

descriptive words you chose above. 

 

4. Describe how Brian handles or deals with the conflict at this moment in 

the plot.  



 Passage B 

 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Circle words that best describe Brian at this moment: 

Cowardly   Illogical   Nervous 

Determined   Reflective   Puzzled 

Calm    Courageous 

 

3. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support the descriptive 

words you chose above. 

 

4. What elements of Brian’s new environment add to the conflict he is 

experiencing? 



Passage C 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Circle words that best describe Brian at this moment: Brainstorm two other words 

that describe Brian at this point in the text and write them in the blanks  

Careless   Adventurous   Nervous 

Determined  Reflective    ____________ 

Discouraged  Frustrated    ____________ 

 

3. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support the descriptive 

words you chose above. 

 

4. What elements of Brian’s new environment, or the setting, add to the conflict he 

is experiencing? 

 

5. Explain how brian’s reaction to the conflict has changed from previous passages. 

What does his reaction indicate about his character? 



Passage D 
 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Think about the words you used to describe Brian in previous passages. 

Complete the statement below: 

At the beginning of the plot, Brian is best described as _____________________ 

3. Now, circle a word or words that best describe Brian at this moment. Brainstorm 

three other words that describe Brian at this point in the text and write them in the 

blanks below.  

Careless    Carefree   Practical 

___________  ____________  ____________ 

4. Complete the statement below that describes how Brian is changing: 

At this point in the plot, Brian is best described as _______________________ 

5. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support the descriptive 

words you chose above. 

 

6. Write a sentence that describes how this moment in the story helps you 

understand something important about Brian’s character.  

 

 

7. Describe how the conflict he is facing has changed him.  
 



Passage E 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Think about the words you used to describe Brian in passage D. Complete the 

statement below: 

In passage D, Brian is best described as _____________________ 

 

3. Now, circle a word or words that best describe Brian at this moment. Brainstorm 

three other words that describe Brian at this point in the text and write them in the 

blanks below.  

Sad      Alert    Desperate 

___________  ____________  ____________ 

 

4. Complete the statement below that describes how Brian is changing: 

At this point in the plot, Brian is best described as _______________________ 

 

5. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support the descriptive 

words you chose above. 

 

6. Describe how the conflict he is facing has changed him.  



Passage F 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Think about the words you used to describe Brian in passage E. Complete the 

statement below: 

In passage E, Brian is best described as _____________________ 
 

3. Now, circle a word or words that best describe Brian at this moment. Brainstorm 

three other words that describe Brian at this point in the text and write them in the 

blanks below.  

Alert      Annoyed    Defiant 

___________  ____________  ____________ 
 

4. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support the descriptive 

words you chose above. 
 

5. Has Brian experienced much growth or change between Passage 5 and 6? 

Explain how his character has changed or adapted between these passages. 

 

 

 

6. What elements of Brian’s environment, or setting, add to the conflict he is 

experiencing? 



Passage G 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. What is the conflict that Brian faces in this episode? _______________ 

2. Think about the words you used to describe Brian in passage F. Complete the 

statement below: 

In passage F, Brian is best described as _____________________ 
 

3. Brainstorm three other words that describe Brian at this point in the text and write 

them in the blanks below.  

    

___________  ____________  ____________ 
 

4. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support your understanding 

of Brian’s character. 
 

5. Describe how the conflict related in this episode helps develop or reinforce 

Brian’s character.  

 

 

 



Passage H 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Think about the words you used to describe Brian in passage G. Complete the 

statement below: 

In passage G, Brian is best described as _____________________ 
 

2. Brainstorm three other words that describe Brian at this point in the text and write 

them in the blanks below.  

    

___________  ____________  ____________ 
 

3. Highlight 2 phrases or sentences in the passage that support your understanding 

of Brian’s character. 
 

4. Describe how Brian interacts with the rescue pilot. How have his behavior and 

manner changed from the beginning of the plot?  

 


