
Minutes of Mooney Lake Association Board Meeting, November 16, 2011 

 

Present:  

Peter Rechelbacher, MLA President; Clay Hoes, Committee Member; Todd Muncy, 

Board Member; Liz Weir, Acting Secretary; Steve McComas, Founder of Blue Waters, 

Kevin Springbob, City of Plymouth Water Resources technician. 

Absent: Ron Carlson, Treasurer, Steve Wisker MCWD. 

 

The meeting convened at 6:10 p.m. 

 

Ron Carlson’s detailed treasurer’s report was approved, with an equity total of  

$17,048.00. A detailed account is available from Ron. 

 

Consultant Steve McComas reported on establishing a Mooney Lake grid system, 

mapping contours, and reporting on water clarity and fish and vegetation surveys. Details 

of his final reports will be available at Mooneylake.org and are summarized, here. 

 

Contour Mapping: 

Steve reported that he divided the lake into a grid of fixed points of 100-meter squares. 

He measured depth by feeling the bottom with a measuring rake, and delineated depths in 

five foot, 10 foot and finally 12-foot contours. A good-sized area south of the island and a 

small portion of the south/east bay have an average 12 foot maximum depth at a water 

level of 987.16 (high water mark is 988 feet.) “It’s a littoral lake,” Steve said, meaning 

that any lake with a depth of less than 15 feet is considered a littoral, or shallow lake. 

“Mooney is a classic ‘kettle lake,” he continued. A kettle lake is formed by a remnant ice 

block from the ice age settling and melting, and that formed the bowl of Mooney Lake. 

 

Fish Survey: 

Based on the findings with the fish survey conducted in September and accounting for 

restocking this spring, Mooney Lake experienced a partial winter fish kill and not a 

complete kill as first reported. 

 

Steve set out five trap nets in the lake, and found the number of adult bullheads was not 

too high; however, he found a huge bullhead fry count. Bullheads are native fish that are 

bottom feeders. If there are too many, they stir up the bottom sediments, suspending 

phosphorous and other nutrients in the water, and they can uproot plants. Native plants 

are essential for water clarity and to support fish populations. 

 

 

He found crappie populations in good shape with no signs of stunting. Larger crappies 

will feed on small bullhead fry.  

 

The largemouth bass count was low, but he did find a few fish of 8-10 inches. He 

strongly recommended stocking with 100 to 200 adult (10-12 inch) largemouth bass next 

spring as they feast on bullhead fry and can eat larger bullhead fry than crappies.  

 Bluegills are in good shape with 50 percent measuring 6 inches, or more. 



Populations of golden shiners are good and are a preferred food for largemouth bass. 

Steve found a few white suckers, which he described as bait fish that have survived. 

 

The good news is that there are no signs of carp in the lake. 

 

In conclusion, Steve suggested getting a permit for a commercial fisherman to come and 

net bullheads to reduce the population. Peter countered that MLA could hold a children’s 

bullhead fishing contest to reduce bullhead populations. Steve said use corn, dough, and 

worms to tempt bullheads.  

 

At 15 feet and more in depth, lakes do not experience fish-kill, but Mooney is shallower. 

Steve strongly recommended aeration over winter 2012/13, if MLA stocks 10-12 inch 

largemouth bass. He also suggested purchasing an O2 meter for dissolved oxygen and 

measuring every two weeks during ice-in. If the Association does aerate, MLA will have 

to purchase insurance and mark, or fence, the thin ice area.  

 

He stated that two loons will have virtually no impact on fish populations. 

 

Clarity: 

Earlier in the summer, Secchi disk readings of clarity were quite good. Steve explained 

that lower water temperatures with the long, cool, wet spring would account for this. He 

said that a lot of run-off from heavy rainfall washes extra sedimentation and phosphorous 

loads into the lake; by August, when the water had warmed, clarity was poor. The large 

amount of bullhead fry also contributed to poor clarity by stirring up internal phosphorus 

within the lake bottom. 

 

Steve would like to see sufficient clarity to promote native plant growth at the 10-foot 

depth. At present vegetation at this depth is sparse to absent, most likely due to poor 

water clarity. Native plants need sunlight to grow and contribute to lake clarity. He did 

find some late season plants out to a nine-foot depth. 

 

 

 

Vegetation: 

Steve conducted aquatic plant surveys in May and September. He raked up plants at 51 

stations on is 100 meter grid. He found: 

 

May 6
th

, 2011                                               September 20
th

, 2011 

Filamentous algae Coontail 

Curlyleaf pond weed Elodea  

Coontail Chara 

Elodea Sago pondweed 

 String pondweed 

 Flat-stemmed pondweed 

 Water Stargrass 

  



 

The only invasive is Curlyleaf pondweed, which was first identified in 1995. Steve found 

it largely in three areas and growth seems to be under reasonable control in the lake. The 

good news is that Mooney is still Eurasian milfoil-free. 

 

Steve recommends continued spot treatments for curlyleaf pondweed in the future. He 

said that the lake needs a balance between native plant growth and good water clarity. If 

correctly applied, aquatic herbicide to kill curlyleaf pondweed should not affect native 

plants, although it commonly happens. He counseled patience in lake management, as 

trends take about 5 years to evolve. 

 

He also described the lake bottom as “grained silt and organic material 2 to 4 inches 

deep,” with no sign of invasive zebra mussel infestation. 

 

The next step for the Board is to use this information to develop a Lake Vegetation 

Management Plan application by February 2012 to be submitted for approval before ice 

out. 

 

Saturday December 10
th   

the board will have a half day summit for setting 2012 

objectives. Peter will send out an agenda by the end of November  

Once a Lake Vegetation Management Plan is approved, the MLA can apply for grant 

money to improve water quality in Mooney Lake. 

 

Other Business: 

MLA Vice President, Todd Muncy, announced that he will step down at the end of this 

year, but his wife, Darcy, has volunteered to become MLA secretary. Todd will continue 

to volunteer on the aquatic plant management committee. The Association thanks Todd 

for his long commitment to the Lake Association. Clay Hoes was elected to become 

MLA Vice President. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p. m. 

 

 

 

Submitted by Acting Secretary, Liz Weir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


