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The Evangelical “British Invasion”:  
Transnational Influences on Contemporary American Worship Music 

 
Table 1 – British Worship Songs on the CCLI Charts of the Top 25 Songs Sung in US Churches† 
 
Year Worship Song Songwriter 
1997 #20 “Lord, the Light of Your Love” (“Shine, 

Jesus, Shine”) 
Graham Kendrick 

2002 #4   “Come, Now is the Time to Worship” 
#9   “Shine, Jesus, Shine” 
#10 “I Could Sing of Your Love Forever” 
#17  “The Heart of Worship” 

Brian Doerksen* 
Graham Kendrick 
Martin Smith 
Matt Redman 

2006 #1 “Here I Am to Worship” 
#3 “Blessed Be Your Name” 
#5 “Come, Now Is the Time to Worship” 
#16 “Heart of Worship” 
#21 “Better Is One Day” 
#22 “Lord Reign in Me” 
#23 “Beautiful One” 
#24 “Days of Elijah” 

Tim Hughes 
Matt Redman 
Brian Doerksen* 
Matt Redman 
Matt Redman 
Brenton Brown* 
Tim Hughes 
Robin Mark 

 
† Data provided by Christian Copyright Licensing International, www.ccli.com/us. 
* Brian Doerksen and Brenton Brown are citizens of Canada and South Africa, respectively. I include them, however, because each has 
lived in Britain and their songs have been recorded and published under British worship music record labels and publishing houses. 

 
Example 1  Selected lyrics from US contemporary worship songs  

 
“Draw Me Close to You” (Kelly Carpenter, 1994 
Mercy/Vineyard, CCLI# 1596342) 
 
Draw me close to You 
Never let me go 
I’d lay it all down again  
To hear You say that I’m Your friend 
You are my desire 
No one else will do 
‘Cause nothing else can take Your place 
To feel the warmth of Your embrace 
Help me find the way 
Bring me back to You 
 
“The Power of your Love” (Geoff Bullock, 1992 Word 
Music, CCLI# 917491) 
 
Hold me close, let Your love surround me 
Bring me near, draw me to Your side 
And as I wait, I’ll rise up like the eagle 
And I will soar with You 
Your spirit leads me on in the power of Your love 
 
 

 
“As the Deer” (Martin Nystrom, 1984 Maranatha!, CCLI 
#1431)  
 
As the deer panteth for the water 
So my soul longeth after Thee  
You alone are my heart’s desire 
And I long to worship Thee. 
 
You alone are my strength, my shield 
To you alone may my spirit yield 
You alone are my heart’s desire 
And I long to worship Thee. 
 
I want you more than gold or silver 
Only you can satisfy 
You alone are the real joy giver 
And the apple of my eye 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Example 2  Selected lyrics from British modern worship 
songs  
 
“Heart of Worship” (Matt Redman, 1999 Kingsway's 
Thankyou Music, CCLI# 1596342) 
 
When the music fades, all is stripped away 
And I simply come 
Longing just to bring something that’s of worth 
That will bless Your heart 
 
I’ll bring You more than a song, 
For a song in itself is not what You have required; 
You search much deeper within through the way things appear, 
You’re looking into my heart 
 
And I’m coming back to the heart of worship 
And it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus 
I’m sorry, Lord, for the thing I’ve made it 
When it’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus 
 
King of endless worth, no one can express  
How much You deserve 
And though I’m weak and poor, all I have is Yours 
Every single breath 
 
“Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble?” (Martin Smith, 
1995 Curious? Music, CCLI# 1097028) 
 
Did you feel the mountains tremble? 
Did you hear the oceans roar? 
When the people rose to sing of Jesus Christ the risen one. 
Did you feel the people tremble? 
Did you hear the singers roar? 
When the lost began to sing of Jesus Christ the saving one. 
 
And we can see that God you're moving 
A mighty river through the nations 
And young and old will turn to Jesus 
Fling wide, you heavenly gates 
Prepare the way of the risen Lord! 
 
Example 3   Selected lyrics from American modern 
worship songs 

 
 “How Great is our God” (Tomlin/Cash/Reeves, 2004 Six 
Steps Music, CCLI song #4348399)  
 
The splendor of the King, clothed in majesty,  
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 
He wraps Himself in light, and darkness tries to hide 
It trembles at His voice, trembles at His voice 
 
How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God  

 
 

“O Praise Him” (David Crowder, 2003 
worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI song #4158022) 
 
Turn your gaze/to Heaven and raise/A joyous noise 
Oh, the sound of salvation come/the sound of rescued ones 
And all this for a king/Angels join to sing 
“All for Christ the King!” 
 
O praise Him! O praise Him! 
He is Holy! He is Holy!  
 
“Famous One” (Tomlin/Reeves, 2002 
worshiptogether.com songs, CCLI song #3599431) 
 
You are the Lord, the Famous One, Famous One 
Great is Your name in all the earth 
The heavens declare, You’re glorious, glorious 
Great is Your fame beyond the earth 
 
Example 4   A British “Modern Hymn”: Two verses 
of “In Christ Alone”(Keith Getty/Stuart Townend, 2001 
Kingsway Thankyou Music, CCLI song #3350395) 
 
(Verse 2) 
In Christ alone, who took on flesh 
Fullness of God in helpless Babe 
This gift of love and righteousness 
Scorned by the ones He came to save. 
'Til on that cross as Jesus died 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For ev'ry sin on Him was laid 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 
(Verse 3) 
There in the ground his body lay 
Light of the world by darkness slain 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave he rose again. 
And as he stands in victory 
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me 
For I am his and he is mine 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
 
 
Discography 
 
Hosanna! Music. Shout to the Lord. Integrity, 1998. 
Kelly Carpenter. 25 Top Vineyard Worship Songs:  
     Refiner’s Fire. Vineyard, 2002. 
Compilation album. America’s 25 Favorite Praise and  
     Worship Choruses. Brentwood, 1994.   
Compilation album. Survivor: Ten Years (1996-2006).  
     Survivor 5090, 2006. 
Compilation album. The Best of Passion [So Far] (1997- 
     2006). Sparrow/sixsteps, 2006. 
Compilation album. Worship Together: Be Glorified.  
     EMI, 2003. 


