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Need help with verb tense or 
paragraph structure?  Check out 

our blog! 
 

http://miramarbasicskillslab.blogspot.com/ 
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New in the Lab this Month 
 
The following workshops are open and FREE for any 
student enrolled in an ESOL class or ENG 42, 43, 48, 
49.  All workshops are held right in the lab.  

 
Mariam (Instructional Assistant) will present 
“Providing Details and Examples” 

Wednesday, April 17, 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
 
 
Kristin Krogh (Professor) will present “Resume 
Writing” 

Wednesday, April 24, 1:30 – 2:30 pm 
 
 
If you’ve missed a workshop or can’t make it to one, 
have no fear! A website with all workshop materials 
is coming soon!  
 
 
 
 
So far there are 47 people following the lab’s 
Facebook page, but we want more! Visit the link to 
“like” our page and get the latest updates.  
http://www.facebook.com/MiramarCollegeEnglishAn
dEsolLab  
 
       
        
       

What’s all the fuss about?! 
 

So far this semester, 239 students have visited the lab. 
Can we get to 300 before the semester ends?? Spread 
the word! Tell a classmate how useful the lab has been 
to you! 
 

Writing Counts in the Real World! 
 
The testimonial below is from a non-academic 
professional.  Paul, a human resources consultant, 
describes why being able to communicate professionally 
and effectively in writing is so critical.  

In my career as a Human Resource Consultant, the ability to 
communicate professionally and effectively in writing is 
critical in many ways: 

   Initially, it allows me to get the attention and earn the respect 
of a prospective client. 

   It allows me to close business via proposals that require good 
grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, and vocabulary. 

   Most of the work I do is provided in reports. Without good 
writing skills, I'd never get repeat business. 

 Finally, a large part of my job is hiring employees, which 
includes reviewing résumés, cover letters, e-mail 
communication, and homework assignments I create to 
evaluate the quality of the candidates.  Many of the candidates 
never even get to the résumé review stage because of their 
lack of ability to write a simple introductory e-mail. 

 In business, writing is like breathing: if you can't do it well, 
you have no chance of running a strong race. 
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 Do you want to be featured in next month’s 
newsletter or do you have a student that has 
something great to say about the lab?  Email 
Sharai at sforbes@sdccd.edu for more details! 

Read what these English 43 students 
have to say about the lab. They used 
their first experiences in the lab to 
practice process and narrative 
writing so that other students would 
feel more comfortable about 
tutoring.  

The steps I took to get help in tutoring lab were easy and nobody 
should be scared to go get help. First, walking in to the tutoring lab 
is the hardest thing, but once you’re in there it is nice.  There are 
lots of important things on the walls like hours of operation and 
staff pictures and steps to getting help. Right when you walk in all 
you have to do is sign in on the computer on the left using your 
student ID number. The reason why you need to sign in is because 
they need to keep track of how many people come get help to get 
funding for the lab. Second, go have a seat at one of the 20 
computers that are in there. Take out all the material you need help 
in. Now just research it on the computer or just start on your work 
and a tutor will be right with you. It goes in order of when you 
came in; each student gets 20 minutes of help but it goes quick 
because not all students need the whole 20 minutes. Finally, the 
tutor sits with you and helps you. I was lucky because I got my 
teacher to help me and she knew what I needed help in but I was 
informed by her that any of the tutors could have helped me 
because they are all familiar with the kind of assignments students 
have. After the teacher helped me I was more informed on what I 
need to do to do better on my paper and guess what? I got a better 
grade. At the end of this experience I was no longer scared to go 
get tutoring and you shouldn’t be scared either. Go get help!  
Travis Nunez 

The process of getting tutored in the English Lab has 
many steps. The first step is to log in at the computer at 
the front entrance. You log in by putting your studentID 
 number in. The reason why you log in is to show that 
you have used the English Lab to get the help you need. 
Then, I sat down at one of the desktop computers and 
asked for help from Kyle, an English tutor at lab. Kyle 
and I discussed how to write a well informed paragraph. 
After getting help with my paragraph I logged out. 
Students must log out because the school uses the log as 
a way to keep track of how many students are using the 
English Lab.  
Hope Bister 

I was very worried about my assignment, so I 
decided to go to the English lab to look for help. At 
the beginning of the semester my teacher told me 
about the English lab. She said it is a good place to 
the students that need some help with their 
assignments, but it took me a little time to decide to 
go there; I was trying to do my homework by myself 
but it was very hard to me because I didn’t have 
anyone beside me to help correct my mistakes. Then 
I went to the English lab. I was surprised that I found 
my teacher there; it made my first time there very 
easy. She explained to me where my mistakes were 
and she showed me how to correct them. After this 
she also showed me how to get to the English lab 
website. I found the website very interesting because 
they have many tools to help the students; they have 
topics of everything about writing paragraphs  like 
the process, topic sentence, etc. Also there are many 
links to go to different websites to practice grammar. 
I was very impressed with this because there were 
answers for every question that I had. After I have 
been there, I only can say that I will keep going there 
because the English lab is the right place to go to 
look for help and improve my grammar.   
Paulina Alulima

One of the easiest things you can ever do is to get tutored in the English lab. You have to follow these steps in order. First of 
all, you have to know there are lots of questions that you still don’t know the answer or not sure about them. If you learn or 
clarify that question you are adding more info to your knowledge. Second step is to encourage yourself to go to the lab that 
is located in building I room 122. This is a big step to take to get a result for the first step. After you have taken the first two 
steps the third step is not really a big problem. The only thing you have to do is to answer “yes” to the tutor’s question “do 
you need any help” and the entire problem is solved. They help you as much as they can and even refer you to some 
websites for more info. Take all these steps if you haven’t done it yet, and see what great opportunity you have missed all 
this time!


