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What’s New in the Lab this Month 
 
To all of the professors and instructional assistants who 
presented workshops this semester, thank you! These 
are just a few of the nice things that students had to say 
about the workshops: 
 
“This workshop is very good for me to practice and learning 
in writing class. Thanks" 
 
“Good training.” 
 
"The explanation was perfect, it was like a light went on. :)"  
  
 "I will recommend to other students this workshop"  
 
 "The workshop gave me ideas to help me with my class"  
 
If you were unable to attend a workshop, don’t worry!  
Materials from our past workshops can be found by clicking 
on the “Help with Reading” and “Help with Writing” links 
on our lab’s webpage: 
https://sites.google.com/site/miramarbasicskillslab/ 
 
 
So far there are 35 people following the lab’s Facebook 
page, but we want more! Visit the link below to “like” 
our page and get the latest updates from the lab. 
http://www.facebook.com/MiramarCollegeEnglishAndEsolLab  

 

What’s all the fuss about?! 
 

When we left for Thanksgiving break, 291 students had 
visited the lab this semester, more than all of last semester!  
Can we get to 300 before the semester ends?? 
 
If you haven’t checked us out yet, get to the lab in a hurry!  
The lab will close for the semester on Thursday, December 
6th. 

   Words of the Wise 
 

  
 

 
I have been a part of the Miramar College community for 
over a year now, and I have enjoyed getting to know the 
students and faculty very much. Some of my most 
memorable and rewarding experiences have been in the 
English/ESOL Lab. The relaxing and supportive environment 
it provides has allowed me to build stronger connections to 
students and faculty and become a more effective teacher. 
As we all know, classes have grown larger due to budget 
cuts. In classes with 20, 30 or even 40 students, it becomes 
challenging as a teacher to gauge each student’s 
comprehension and ensure that each student is engaged in 
the lesson. This is where the Lab becomes a lifesaver! The 
Lab has provided a place for students to come get the 
individual attention they need. They can come get answers 
to questions, extra practice on lessons, and help on their 
writing assignments. Many of my students practice 
grammar points or review paragraph structure on 
recommended websites in the Lab. In addition, many 
students come with other homework assignments related to 
grammar or sentence structure, and a tutor is there to help 
them through the difficult problems or re-explain the 
lesson. The Lab has also given students a place to get help 
with their writing assignments, which is especially useful 
since each paper and student is different. What makes the 
Lab even better is that the tutors are all professors and 
instructional assistants in Basic Skills and ESOL classes, so 
they are familiar with most of the content in the students’ 
courses. 
Along with help with coursework, the Lab has provided a 
place to meet professors and instructional assistants on an 
individual basis. Students sometimes feel intimated or 
scared and don’t ask the questions they really have for fear 
of embarrassment. In the Lab, all the tutors are friendly 
and helpful. I am always happy to answer any questions a 
student has and help them understand and do better in any 
way I can.  
 
 
 
Continued on page 2. 

Professor Vickie 
Mellos is 
teaching English 
and ESOL classes 
this semester in 
addition to 
volunteering in 
the lab. Here she 
discusses why the 
lab is a great 
place to visit.
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Need help with your 
pronunciation?  Could you benefit 

from study tips?  Check out our 
blog! 

 
http://miramarbasicskillslab.blogspot.com/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Writing Counts in the Real World! 
 
The following testimonial is from a non-academic 
professional.  Lily, a lawyer and director of clinical 
legal education, describes why literacy is so important 
for career advancement.   
 
I have two distinct perspectives on the importance of 
literacy. As a lawyer, I am amazed by the number of 
people who get themselves into serious legal trouble by 
their inability to understand and use the written word. 
Thousands of dollars are wasted by litigants who never 
learned to express themselves clearly. As an employer, 
the ability to write is one of the first skills I look for. I 
look for it in introductory e-mails, cover letters, 
resumes, etc. If those initial pieces of correspondence 
reveal that a prospective employee does not know how 
to write correctly—not beautifully, not like a poet—but 
just correctly, with proper grammar, syntax, and 
spelling, I will not extend a job offer. Period. I don’t 
have time to babysit an employee who I know will end 
up wasting my time with the inevitable confusion and 
irritation that comes with the lack of basic writing skills. 
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Why do you enjoy working in the lab? 
I really enjoy sitting side by side with students and helping 
them with their reading and writing assignments.  I also 
especially value the relationships I develop with the 
students. 
How does working in the lab help you reach the students 
you have in your own classes? 
Working in the lab enables me to see the many different 
handouts and worksheets that professors have created 
when teaching their students specific skills.  I am really 
impressed by the work the professors put into their 
classes, and often I am able to improve my lessons based 
on what I see in the lab.  Also, when I work with a 
student who has difficulty understanding a concept or 
learning a skill, I better understand the confusion my 
students must have, and I am able to explain the lesson 
more clearly and in ways that help my students learn.  
Finally, working in the lab provides me the chance to talk 
with other professors and IAs about their classes and 
students, so I am able to get a lot of ideas from them as 
well. 
Why is the lab so important to keep on campus? 
Support services for students, especially tutoring and 
counseling, are fundamental to student success.  The lab 
is vital not only for helping students in their classes but 
also with their college/career plans, time management, 
and personal challenges. We teach, coach, mentor, and 
listen to individual students, something not possible for an 
instructor with three classes of 35 students each.  Many 
students would not return to Miramar or pass their classes 
without support services such as the lab. 

Do you want to be featured in next month’s 
newsletter?  Email Sharai at 
sforbes@sdccd.edu for more details! 

Not only does Professor 
Sheryl Gobble teach 
English and ESOL classes 
this semester, she is also 
one of the lab coordinators 
and our English 
Department Chair.  So, we 
asked her a couple of 
questions about her 
experiences in the lab. 


