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New in the Lab this Month

Tutors are waiting to help you in room I-122!
Our Fall 2013 hours are:

Mondays 8-6:15 *closed 4:30-5:30
Tuesdays 8-6:15
Wednesdays 8-6:15
Thursdays 8-6:15

No appointment necessary! If you are a student enrolled in any ESOL class or ENG 42, 43, 48, 49, then you can just
come on by for an individual tutoring session with one of our wonderful professors or instructional assistants.

The tutors also offer FREE workshops on a variety of topics during our hours of operation. To view the complete
schedule of workshops, visit https://sites.google.com/site/miramarbasicskillslab/workshops.

We are very excited to welcome five new Instructional Assistants to our team this semester! Come enjoy a tutoring
session with them!

Brittany

Danielle Crissy

Chelsie

Brendt

Compete for a Chance to Win a Free Miramar Sweatshirt and Impress Your Professor at the Same Time!
Take part in the first ever English/ESOL Lab Writing Contest!

Steps to Take:
· For official rules and prize information please go to:

https://sites.google.com/site/miramarbasicskillslab/
· Email Professor Forbes with your entry at sforbes@sdccd.edu
· Deadline: Thursday, October 24th at 6:00 PM

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!
http://www.facebook.com/MiramarCollegeEnglishAndEsolLab

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER!
https://twitter.com/MiramarENGLab
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DON’T FORGET TO LIKE US ON FACEBOOK and
FOLLOW US ON TWITTER FOR THE LATEST UPDATES!

http://www.facebook.com/MiramarCollegeEnglishAndEsolLab

https://twitter.com/MiramarENGLab

WORDS OF THE WISE

Mariam is in her third
semester working as an
instructional assistant.
She just completed her

Master’s thesis at SDSU
and hopes to work as a

professor here at
Miramar in the near

future!

Working in the lab has definitely been
an educational experience for me (the students
aren’t the only ones that learn!). Because the lab
assists both native and nonnative English
speakers, we constantly get a diverse group of
students coming in. As a result, the tutors learn to
address a wide range of topics in students’
writings such as grammar and structure. As an
added benefit, students can come in confident
that the tutors know how to identify and address
recurring issues in assignments. So, if you’re
looking to improve your writing skills, definitely
come by the lab! If you know specifically what
you want to focus on, even better. Or, if you just
need some help brainstorming and talking about
your ideas for an assignment, that’s perfectly fine
too. We’re here to help!

Speaking of helping, the one-on-one
approach is probably one of the best things about
the lab. As a tutor, it’s great being able to focus
on one student at a time and giving feedback
specific to that student’s work. I’m sure that’s
helpful for students, too – a large class might
make it hard to get personalized feedback on your
work. What’s even better is that if your class has
an instructional assistant, he or she will also be in
the lab, so you can get help from somebody
familiar with your specific class.

As fun as all of the one-on-one time is,
though, it can’t beat seeing students coming in to
tell us they’ve moved on to English 101. Off to
bigger things! (But the lab certainly helps.)

What’s all the fuss about?!
304 students visited lab in Spring 2013 and we’vealready

had 103 students come this semester. There’s obviously
something going on here that you need to experience for

yourself!

Johnny Quintanar, a Fire Protection student,
spent over 115 hours in the lab last semester! Now
that’s dedication! We interviewed him to find out why
he loves the lab so much.

Why do you come to the lab?
Johnny: I came to get the extra help that I needed with
English 42 and 43.

How does the lab make you more successful?
Johnny: In the lab I learned to structure my writing
and get meaning from words, which made me a better
reader. Getting better at English helps you out in your
other classes because you can understand what you
have to read.

What do you like about the IAs and professors who
work in the lab?
Johnny: They love what they do and it’s obvious. I
have experience with tutors outside of the lab and it
went badly. I couldn’t wait to come back and work in
the lab.

Why would you recommend the lab to other students?
Johnny: There is a wealth of knowledge here that
students can utilize.

Can you describe your experiences in the lab?
Johnny: The tutors go overboard to help every
student. They greet you immediately as you walk in
and offer help and they don’t just give you answers –
they challenge us to work which helps us learn.


