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NEWSLETTER FOR JUNE 2018 

Military Section meetings are held at the VCCofWA clubrooms at 265 Hale Rd. near 

Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove, on the third Tuesday of each 

month beginning at 7.30pm. Anyone with an ex-military vehicle of any era or 

country, or an interest in them, would be welcome to attend any meeting 

 

 

mailto:militarysection@westnet.com.au
https://sites.google.com/site/militarysection/


STARCEVICH, LESLIE THOMISLAV V.C. (THOMAS) 

(1918–1989) 

 

Leslie Thomislav (Thomas) Starcevich (1918-1989), soldier, was 

born on 5 September 1918 at Subiaco, Western Australia, third of 

ten children of Croatian-born Joseph Starcevich, miner, and his 

English-born wife Gertrude May, née Waters.  In the 1920s the 

family moved to Grass Patch, near Esperance, where Tom was 

educated at a local school.  After working in a gold mine at 

Norseman he enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on 9 April 

1941 and joined the 2/43rd Australian Infantry Battalion.  Of dark 

complexion and 5 ft 7 ins (170 cm) tall, he embarked for the 

Middle East on 9 September.  On 17 July 1942, during the battle 

for Ruin Ridge at El Alamein, Egypt, he was wounded in the 

thigh; he returned to Australia in February the following year.  In 

August 'Starcey' was posted to New Guinea and served in the 

campaign against the Japanese, at Lae and Finschhafen 

(Finschaven).  He was promoted to acting corporal in December, 

although later he 

relinquished the rank voluntarily.  In January 1944 he returned to 

Australia. 

 

From May to December 1945 the 2/43rd Battalion participated in the Australian invasion of Japanese-

occupied Labuan and British North Borneo.  On 27-28 June it attacked the town of 

Beaufort.  Approaching a thickly wooded spur, Starcevich’s company encountered the enemy at a 

position where movement off the single track was difficult and hazardous.  The leading platoon found 

the enemy well dug in and, as the Japanese in the first post opened fire, Starcevich moved through the 

forward scouts firing his Bren-gun from the hip and silencing the post.  Fired upon immediately by a 

second light machine-gun emplacement, he coolly changed his magazine, advanced upon this post 

and, standing in full view of the gunners, destroyed it.  Encountering a third post, he and a fellow 

soldier moved forward and kept the post quiet with a hail of fire.  For this outstanding display of 

gallantry he was awarded the Victoria Cross in November.  After the war the people of Beaufort 

erected a memorial to Starcevich and named the jungle track 'VC Road'. 

 
The town of Beaufort (Beautiful Fort) is in Sabah Malaysia to 

the south of Kota Kinabalu. 

 

Returning to Australia in January 1946, 

Starcevich was discharged from the AIF on 12 

February.  He took work as a car salesman in 

Perth.  On 10 December 1947 at the district 

registrar’s office he married Kathleen Betty Warr, 

née Hardy, a divorcee.  The couple lived at 

Subiaco until 1951, when they moved to a two-

thousand acre (809-ha) war service property near 

Carnamah and farmed wheat and 

sheep.  Divorced in 1969, Starcevich returned to 

Grass Patch in 1981 and took up a one-hundred 

acre (40.5-ha) farmlet, where he lived in a small shack.  A modest and serious man with a liking for 



music, he was described as 'a good mate, with a quiet smile and dry sense of humour', who enjoyed 

sharing a few beers with old comrades.  Survived by his two sons and one daughter he died on 17 

November 1989 at Esperance and was buried with full military honours in the local cemetery.  His 

portrait by George Browning is held by the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.  A bronze statue of 

him was unveiled at Grass Patch on 28 June 1995.  The Tom Starcevich VC memorial park at 

Campbell, Canberra, was dedicated on 10 December 2005. 

 

The AWM has a 9 minute film video of the 2/43 Batt. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XPzpIgII2c  in 

Beaufort at the cessation of hostilities, without sound unfortunately, which may show an unidentified 

Stacevich.  

 

Tom Starcevich’s brother, Joseph (WX 8758), on enlistment, was assigned to the 2/4th Machinegun 

Batt. and was shipped to Singapore where he became a POW of the Japanese after the surrender of 

the island. He was used as forced labour in Singapore, the Burma railway, and Japan, before surviving 

and being repatriated home at the end of the war.     
 

 

 

RHEINMETALL SECURES LAND 400 PHASE 2 

Germany's heavyweight 8x8 takes CRV title. 

 

 

Image: DTR NEWS Defence Technology Review, DTR APR 2018 

Above: The Boxer CRV will become the Australian Army’s new wheeled combat vehicle by the early 2020’s and allow 

for the graceful retirement of the legacy ASLAV fleet.  

These will be armed with the 30mm Lance two-man turret and twin-round launcher for an anti-tank guided missile 

(ATGM). Originally, around 180 turreted Boxer CRVs were planned, but cost pressures have now reduced that number to 

133.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6XPzpIgII2c


It is perhaps an indicator of the capability and technological gap between the Boxer CRV and the BAE Systems-Patria 

AMV35 that the Army was willing to forego a substantial reduction in the number of DFHSL variants if it meant having the 

Boxer CRV. It was well known that the RDA bid was significantly more expensive than that of BAE Systems.  

Statements by the Government during the announcement seem to suggest capability was a key determinant in making its 

decision.  

DTR also suspects that there was a higher corporate risk profile associated with the multiple stakeholders involved in the 

BAE Systems bid (BAE systems USA, BAE Systems Australia, BAE Systems Hagglunds and Patria) and subsequently lower 

confidence in the ability to manage that relationship over 30 years.  

The most hard-fought armoured vehicle competition in recent memory came to a conclusion on 14 March when the 

Australian Government announced that Rheinmetall Defence Australia (RDA) had been selected as the preferred tenderer 

for the Land 400 Phase 2 Combat Reconnaissance Vehicle (CRV) program.  

Under the AUD$5.2 billion acquisition, RDA will supply 211 Boxer CRV drive modules and 223 mission modules to the 

Australian Army, with the initial Block 1 vehicles to arrive in Australia for instructor training in 2020. Contract signature 

between the Commonwealth and RDA is expected within the next 2-3 months.  

The reduction in the balance of vehicles from 225 to 211 was made possible by the Boxer's modularity that requires less 

drive modules for attrition, for instance. The Army will still end up with the same fielded fleet of 190-odd vehicles for the 

three Armoured Cavalry Regiments within each Combat Brigade and for the School of Armour at Puckapunyal and Army 

Logistic Training Centre at Bandiana.  

The selection of Boxer CRV comes after an exhaustive tender response period and intense short-listing process and then 

12 months of trials through the Risk Mitigation Activity.  

 

A The primary Boxer CRV capability will be presented by the reconnaissance/counter-reconnaissance, direct-fire high 

survivability lift (DFHSL) variant. Rheinmetall, on the other hand, was the owner of virtually the complete Boxer CRV 

capability, from the drive and mission modules, turret, 30mm main gun, sighting systems, ATGM launcher, 30mm 

ammunition, etc. This will enable the Commonwealth to enter into a strategic contract with a single commercial entity 

minus teaming partner or third party complications.  

That the Boxer CRV will be built using Australian steel from BlueScope and armour steel from Bisalloy is well known.  

A small initial quantity of Boxer CRV will be built in Germany to enable Rheinmetall's Australian-based personnel to 

receive training and instruction.  

"A certain percentage of every vehicle will be made in Germany. Just as a certain percentage of AMV35 was always going 

to be made in Sweden or Finland. So there is a certain base element that gets made there. Then as the vehicles come out 

to Australia, more of them will have more done 'in Australia, so it's this crescendo type approach," Brigadier Greg 

McGlone, Director General Combined Arms Fighting System, Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group, told DTR.  

Many of the initial vehicles produced in Germany will come back through a final production line at Rheinmetall's Military 

Vehicle Centre of Excellence (MILVEHCOE) in Queensland before being delivered to Army as complete vehicles.  

The MILVEHCOE will allow Rheinmetall to transfer cutting-edge technologies to Australia in the areas of military vehicle 

design, production, turret systems, sensors, survivability, simulation and through-life support. This transfer of technology, 

coupled with the scale of the Land 400-based Australian design and manufacturing, will underpin the establishment of an 

export-focused sovereign military vehicle capability in Australia that will collaborate with academic institutions in 

companion technologies and see significant development within many small-to-medium sized enterprises around 

Australia that become involved with Rheinmetall as part of the program.  

Described by Armin Papperger, chief executive officer of Rheinmetall AG, as one of the largest programs in Rheinmetall's 

history, the contract will see Australia become the fifth country to adopt the Boxer behind Germany, The Netherlands, 

Lithuania and Slovenia. The UK has also announced its intention to acquire Boxer to meet its 500-vehicle Mechanised 

Infantry Vehicle requirement.  



The Australian Boxer CRV contract will create up to 1,450 jobs throughout Australia, including 330 in Queensland, 170 in 

Victoria and 140 in New South Wales during acquisition, across some 40 local companies. ……….….-Ian Bostock 

 

………….…….from http://www.australiandefence.com.au/land/rheinmetall-s-boxer-crv-takes-out-5-2b-land-400-phase-2  

 

 

 

2017-2018 agm MILITARY SECTION MEETING MINuTES 

Meeting opened 730pm, with 17 members, 4 apologies & 3 visitors (Bob Flett’s family). 

Chairman B Wise absent due to work commitments. Secretary M Connell standing in place 

. 

Previous AGM 2016-2017 minutes read to members. Moved by R Devenish and seconded by T Arrigo 

that they be accepted. Motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report for year 2016-2017 read to members as audited by B Thomson. Opening balance 

as at 1-6-2017 is $6,194.04 with$32.65 petty cash.  Closing balance at 1-6-2018 is $6,399.28 with 

$96.90 petty cash. Moved by J Ottaway and seconded by P.Andrews that it be accepted. Motion 

carried. 

 

All positions declared vacant. 

Section Committee positions 

CHAIRMAN:  only nomination  B Wise  Nominated by B Thomson 2nd T Arrigo.          Carried. 

SECRETARY: only nomination M Connell Nominated by T Arrigo 2nd D Staniforth.      Carried. 

TREASURER: only nomination D. Staniforth. Nominated by B Eaton 2nd P Andrews.  Carried. 

Section Officers positions. 

All section officers remaining in position except Editor M Connell who is standing down. Position 

remains vacant. Section badges will be issued by the Treasurer. 

2018 AGM closed at 7.45pm. 

 

 

 

http://www.australiandefence.com.au/land/rheinmetall-s-boxer-crv-takes-out-5-2b-land-400-phase-2


 

JUNE 2018 MILITARY SECTION MEETING Minutes 

Meeting opened at 7.45pm 

The family of Bob Flett were welcomed. Bob a past, long time member and treasurer, is in poor health 

and there are plans to restore Bob’s jeep. Advice given and help promised if needed. 

 

Minutes for the May monthly meeting read to members . Moved J Sewell they be accepted.  

seconded D Spikens. Carried.   Business arising from the minutes – Nil. 

 

Correspondence: From M Hughes re: US6 Studebaker for sale. He has details 

To Secretary  From G Carlisle re: assistance with ‘Bloodbox’. Secretary providing same. 

   From D Spikens re: moving his jeep to new residence. 

   From R Phillips re: membership/vehicle lic. Inquiry. Advice provided via email 

 

  Treasurer's report: Opening Balance for month $4675.00 + $110.00 Petty cash. 

Closing balance for month  $6399.28  + $96.90  Petty Cash. 

Officer reports: 

VCC: Constitutional changes have changed this system of communication between the 

sections and the executive council. A council member will now be the conduit between 

section and executive. 

Library: NTR 

Veh. Dating: N/A 

Veh. Inspt: NTR 

Editor: The editor is standing down and the position remains vacant. 

Property: NTR 

Catering: NTR 

Spare Pts: NTR 

Clothing: NTR 

  

EVENTS 

 
REPORT ON THE ANZAC DAY 25 TH APRIL 2018 DEBRIEFING. 

At this stage RSL are planning to, again, hold the Parade speech section at the Concert Hall, St Georges Tee. 

For next year. 

Military section vehicles are to turn right off St G.Tce and proceed down to the undercroft section of the Concert 

Hall where Veterans will dismount and proceed to the coffee lounge. I have asked for a toilet to be provided for our 

passengers very near to the set off point. Comments were made about NO bus from Langley Park,! pointed out that there 

was lots of confusion as the pick up points were changed last year and the year before and the passengers and bus drivers 

were confused. 

Suggestions were proposed that a private bus may be obtained or maybe our Jeeps could pick up the Vets from 

Langley Park. l did make the point about our restrictions of passengers if we go out of the closed Road section in order to 

get to Hay Street. 

The Navy are planning to turn up with up to 170 odd personal so they will require further street room in order to 

assemble.The Hay street /Barrack Street intersection will become very crowded with extra Navy and supporting families, 

so it is important that all of our vehicles are in place early. 

This may impede our access to our assembly point in Barrack St. The Navy made a point of the Police horses 

having to squeeze between our Jeeps and the Navy assembly making a potential Worksafe situation. 

So that is the current plan for our vehicles at this early stage for ANZAC Day 2019/there is supposed to be another 

meeting very soon to sort more details out. 



The jeeps and other vehicles are popular with the Veterans and I ask all jeep owners to try and get as many of 

those prepared for next year. The RSL thanked all participants for their input and help. 

Continued Security upgrades and requirements increase the logistic issues with running the parade. 

As this is very early in planning there could be many changes. 

Thank you all………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… Bruce McDougall 

 

 A discussion followed this report whereby our event co-ordinator, Paul will not be taking the 

lead on future events due to family commitments. Bruce volunteered to take the lead on next year’s 

Anzac Day and this year’s Spring Rally if it is to be run by the military vehicle section. Murray will 

assist . 

Late news The Military Section will be running this year’s Spring Rally. Bruce is taking the lead, 

assisted by Murray with volunteers as and when required. The date is SUNDAY SEPT. 23rd. 

Jim Hearn reported on the Winter rally which was enjoyable and successful. 

GENERAL 

Secretary Murray advised that when the position of Event Co-ordinator was created it was decided that 

he could call on the assistance of 2 other members wherever necessary .  

Ron has a couple of wooden frames made by the late Kon Simon to put restored vehicle signs in. 

Jim suggested we don’t take on as many events as we have been and instead concentrate on the few 

main events we attend every year. 

John O advised that he, Gary, Hugh Tomlinson, and maybe John Parker would be departing on the 

27th for an 8 to 10 day trip through country east of Kalgoorlie. Passing through Plumridge lakes and 

coming out at Menzies. 

Wayne advised that it appears some prospective buyers from the east have or are coming over to 

check out vehicles owned by the late Mal Guerin. 

Graeme told of a laser cutting firm that cuts and shapes steel plating cheaper and much cleaner than 

oxy cutting. He has the firm’s name. He also donated a wheelie bin to the new shed as a rag 

container. 

Treasurer Tony was thanked and given a round of applause for his services as treasurer. 

Brendon spoke of a product that cleans carburettors called Yamaloob that can be obtained at Yamaha 

dealers. 

Meeting closed at 8.35pm. 

July meeting will be on Tuesday 17th. 

 

 

 



For those amongst us who have finished, or are undergoing, restoring their carriers, these ARM photos are from Korea 

 
Above……Taegu area, Korea, c. 1950-09-29. Three Bren gun carriers of the Machine Gun Platoon, 3rd Battalion, RAR. 

 
Support Company, 3 RAR 1950-09-29. Carriers plus a jeep.  AWM po181.428 

                                                                                                                     

Carrier 2696 before departure to Korea. AWM po1813.393. 

 

In the October 2016 edition No.25, of ‘KVE News’ the 
newsletter of the Khaki Vehicle Enthusiasts Inc. there is a 
feature article by the noted author Mike Cecil ‘Overseas 
deployment of Local pattern MG carriers. This is a must 
read for anyone with an interest in these fabulous little 
Armoured Fighting Vehicles. 



 
           John Ottaway showing his weight lifting ability with his Perentie being the first vehicle on the new 
                       hoist in the Restoration shed’s service bay.  
 

                                                                                                                                 

Toyota Weapons Carrier, owned by the late Bob Dimer, 

during a visit to the 13th Combat Service Support Battalion’s 

10th Transport Coy. in 2008. 



                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

Rebuilding someone’s jeep trailer in 

2010, when the, then called, 

Wednesday Work Crew were using 

Murray’s shed, left. 

When we moved to Peter’s unit the 

first job was rebuilding a Land 

Rover trailer, below. 

 

 

                                                                                                

 

2007, on the set of the movie that never 

happened, ‘The 11th Soldier’, vehicles 

supplied by the Military Vehicle Section 

included the Mk.3 Acco, now with Gary 

Schluter, Murray’s 2a Land Rover, and a 

6x6 Mk5 Acco in the back, on loan from 

Irwin Barracks.  

 

 

  

 


