
 

 

  
OF THE VETERAN CAR CLUB OF WA 

 
 
   CHAIRMAN   : Bob Wise                  
  SECRETARY: Murray Connell                 
  TREASURER:         Tony Arrigo          
  EVENT CO-ORD: Paul Andrews 
  EDITOR:  Murray Connell            
  EMAIL ADDRESS:  militarysection@westnet.com.au  
  WEBSITE:   https://sites.google.com/site/militarysection/ 
 

NEWSLETTER FOR FEBRUARY 2018 
 

 
Military Section meetings are held at the VCCofWA clubrooms at 265 
Hale Rd. near Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove, on the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 7.30pm. Anyone with an ex-military vehicle of any era or 
country, or an interest in them, would be welcome to attend any meeting 
 
 

 

mailto:militarysection@westnet.com.au
https://sites.google.com/site/militarysection/


 
A discussion regarding the prototype first Land Rover ever built during one of our Tuesday Busy-
Bee efforts took my interest, so I looked up some easily found sites on the internet, Google of 
course, and put this in, in case anyone else might also be interested. 

CENTRE STEER 

Centre Steer is the name given by enthusiasts to the prototype of the Land Rover 4x4 automobile. 
Being a prototype, only one example was built and the production vehicle differed significantly in 
many ways. Developed in late 1947 by the Rover Motor Co., the Land Rover was intended to be 
an agricultural vehicle based on the successful wartime Willys Jeep. 

Design and build 

Raw materials for car building were allocated by the government based on the company's export 
performance (as this earned much-needed trade revenue for post-war Britain). Because of this the 
Land Rover was designed from the outset to be exported to the British Empire and Common-
wealth. Rover viewed this 4x4 as a stopgap to get production running and so the company could 
return to building luxury cars. The Land Rover had to be developed and produced with minimal 
outlay. 

The prototype was produced in September 1947. Its most distinctive feature was the centrally-
mounted steering wheel, with passenger seats on either side. This was done for three reasons: 

1. the Land Rover was designed as an agricultural vehicle capable of performing jobs also 
done by tractors. Tractors had centrally mounted steering and this system would be familiar 
to farmers; 

2. with the drive in the centre of the vehicle, the space on either side could be used as 
additional storage space for cargo if the passenger seats were removed. The space could 
also be used for mounting equipment such as a generator or pump powered by the 
vehicle's Power Take Off (PTO) system from the main gearbox, which was under the seats; 

3. the centre-steer layout removed the need to produce the vehicle in both right- and left-hand 
drive versions, saving money in production. 

 The vehicle shared the Jeep's 80 inch 
(2 m) wheelbase that would be carried 
over to the final production vehicle. It 
had more complex body panels, with a 
more curved front end and a Jeep-like 
rear body tub (the production vehicle 
used generally squarer, flatter panels 
for ease of production). 

The Centre Steer used a Rover 1.6 
litre 4-cylinder petrol engine of 50 
horsepower (37 kW). This was 
coupled to a 4-speed manual gearbox 
from the Rover P3 saloon. This unit 
was coupled to a Willys/Ford 2-speed 
transfer gearbox taken from a Jeep. 
This not only allowed the selection of a lower set of 'crawler' gears but controlled the selection of 
drive to the front axle as well. The production 1948 Land Rover used the P3 gearbox, but an 
entirely different transfer box, designed and built by Rover, was fitted. This incorporated a Rover 
'freewheel' mechanism to provide a permanent 4-wheel-drive system. The freewheel could be 
locked out to ensure full traction at both axles when off-road. 
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The Centre Steer was used as a concept of the basic design and mechanical elements and was 
used for promotional photographs for the first Sales Brochure, however these pictures were 
heavily airbrushed to resemble a normal early Land Rover. The pre-production vehicles quickly 
developed, without the central steering and complex body panels. The design team felt the centre 
steering was somewhat awkward to use and impractical in certain circumstances. The concept 
stayed in initial development drawings of the 'Land Rover' program in October 1947. However, by 
December 1947 the normal Land Rover had developed on the drawing board to be a conventional 
right- and left-hand drive vehicle. 

The centre-steer vehicle was used off-road in and around Rover's Solihull works. Pictures exist of 
the vehicle seen ploughing and driving a threshing machine on a farm, though most of these 
photos are static publicity photographs. 

Research in 2011 turned up some drawings of the Land Rover design between the Centre Steer 
and the normal Land Rover. An article on this vehicle, the 1947 Land Rover mockup, was in the 
Land Rover Register 1948 to 53 April 2011 Bulletin and shows that the Land Rover Mockup was 
initially drawn up with central steering.  

It is not known if the Centre Steer prototype still exists. Many people, including most of the original 
design team believe it was broken up shortly after production of the final Series I design started in 
1948. Others say it was rescued and remains in some isolated farmyard barn waiting to be 
discovered. The discovery of the Centre Steer remains a 'Holy Grail' to many Land Rover 
enthusiasts. New research has revealed that the final Land Rover design was well advanced by 
early December 1947 leaving the Centre Steer for use in publicity photographs that were used in 
the first sales brochure, though heavily air brushed to look like the production vehicle. 
. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre_Steer 

 

In 2004/5, a Land Rover enthusiast in the United Kingdom, Mr. Bill Hayfield, constructed a replica 
centre-steer vehicle after much study of remaining photographs of the original. The fully working 
vehicle demonstrated both the practicalities and drawbacks to the novel design. The replica used 
exactly the same engine and gearbox, and the necessities of building such a vehicle in a home 
workshop also pointed towards ways the Rover company would have built their vehicle without 

  
complex pressing and cutting machinery- such as the creation of curves on the bodywork by 
cutting slots in a straight sheet, applying pressure to the metal, allowing it to bend at an angle 
allowed by the expansion slots, then welding up the slots to form a solid, strong body panel. Many 
previously speculated on the feasibility of constructing a centrally-mounted steering system. Mr. 
Hayfield simply ran a chain drive from the steering column in the centre to the steering relay 
mounted under the left-hand wing, as used on the Jeep. The rest of the steering system was also 
the Jeep's re-circulating ball/trackrod system.  http://www.teeafit.co.uk/stopgap & 
http://www.dunsfoldcollection.co.uk/collection/series1/replica-of-land-rover-centre-steer 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mockup
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Centre_Steer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
http://www.teeafit.co.uk/stopgap
http://www.dunsfoldcollection.co.uk/collection/series1/replica-of-land-rover-centre-steer


 
 

 
 A Hawkei Protected Mobility Vehicle – Light, utility variant, is loaded into a Royal Australian Air 
Force C-130 Hercules at Australia’s main base in the Middle East Region. Photo by Corporal Max 

Bree. http://www.contactairlandandsea.com/2018/01/29/government-launches-defence-export-strategy/ 

   
 The Hawkei Protected Mobility Vehicle – Light, in two- and four-door variants were photographed recently 

at the Taji Military Complex, Iraq.   The Hawkei PMV-L was sent to the Middle East late last year then 

forwarded to Taji Military Complex in Iraq, ready to trial in an operational environment as part of the 

Capability Acquisition and Sustainment Group’s Land 121 project. 

 For a 6 minute review of the Hawkei click on 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwaoOItHRVA  

 

 
AMF 2nd Infantry Division. Raised in 1942, served in N.S.W. and W.A. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwaoOItHRVA


 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Veteran Car Club of WA 

Military Section 

Meeting held 21st FEBRUARY 2019 

 
Meeting opened 8pm: 20 members present: Nil Visitors 7 Apologies  
 
Minutes of Prev. Meeting: Minutes of January meeting read  and accepted  into records. 
    (1) D. Spikins; (2) B.Thomson; Carried. 
 
Corresp. in: (1) Invitation from Arms & Armour Soc. For 9th-10th September @ Cannington. 
  (2) Invitation from Veterans Reunion, Bruce Rock 30th Oct. – 7th November . 
  Numerous administrative emails filed for future reference. (Printed and held on file) 
 
Corresp. Out: Numerous administrative emails filed for future reference. 
 
Treasurer's report: Opening Balance for month $3579.01 + $139.35 Petty cash. 
   Closing balance for month  $3579.01 + $ 139.35   Petty Cash 
   (There was no financial movement for the month) 

Motion & seconded T.Arrigo & J. Sewell Carried; Entered into records. 
 
Reports:   
VCC Meeting: Price Schedule for Photographer declined with thanks.    
   Money tin in Drinks cabinet removed without permission 
   Club bylaws do not allow private stall vendors at club events. 
   VCC business Registration name is the VETERAN & CLASSIC CAR CLUB  

Advice re section membership badges. From now on only the Regulation VCC 
badge will be provided for Section members. No logo or additional wording. 
 

Librarian:  NTR 
Dating Officer: NTR 
Vehicle Inspection:  The late Les Della’s brake problem has been fixed. 
Editor:   NTR 
Catering Officer: N/A 
Property Office: Shifting assets from Divison St. to the clubrooms is finished. 

Our storage lockup bay has new storage bays fitted and filled with parts and 
consumables. Some assets moved to new resto. Shed, and planning for tool 
store begun and continues. 

Spare Parts:  N/A 
Clothing:  NTR 
 

   
EVENT CO-ORD.  
13 emails in and 5 emails out. 
Of interest are requests for vehicles for the following events:- 
Wanneroo RSL; for November 11th: 
TrachMac Busselton for April 14thPerth  
RSL for April 25th Main Anzac March 

Of note, Army museum cancelled request for Feb 25th. Due to insufficient parking space. 
 



 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Mon. Mar. 3rd   Hyde Park Festival. 
Sun Mar 18th.   Shannons Classic Car Show at Ascot Raceway. 

Names and Registraion numbers must be forwarded and passes obtained from 
Roger Bell on 93642474 or rasbel@bigpond.Com  No pass no entry.  

Sat April 24th   Brookton Old Time Motor Show.              Contact Paul pand5524@gmail.com  
    Rego numbers are need to ensure full entry payment wont be charged. 
Fri April 13th     Gooseberry Hill Primary School 9AM – 11.30AM                 Contact Paul. 
Wkd Apl 14th-15th  TracMach, Busselton                                                            Contact Paul. 
Sat April 21st    Len Hall AFL Game Optus Stadium.  for Army museum display. See Paul. 
  

Anzac Day Parade: 

There is a big change to the Perth Anzac Day parade this year. Citing terrorism and 
inclement weather concerns, Authorities tell us that, while the ADF, marching veterans, and other 
marcher’s will terminate at Langley Park as usual, vehicle borne veterans in jeeps and hospital 
cars will terminate at the rear of Perth Concert Hall in St. Georges Tce, where the service is to be 
held. 

To those jeeps participating, this will mean that the form up point is, as usual, Barrack St. 
and the Terrace. When given the word by the marshal (hopefully) the jeeps will enter the parade 
and travel as usual east along the Terrace. As they approach the Perth Concert Hall, which is on 
the right-hand side just prior to Victoria Ave, they will see marshals, and our own Bruce 
McDougall, keeping open the access lane on the right-hand (east) side of the Concert Hall. 

Jeeps and hospital cars will turn right and proceed down the lane to the rear of the Concert 
hall. Half way down that lane is a loading ramp protruding into the lane but there is an 8’ or 2.4m 
gap which will afford entry to all jeeps, land rovers, and cars to the rear of the hall 

At the rear of the hall there is ample space to disembark your veterans who will be ushered 
into the large café where they will receive a cuppa and a biccy. We have been advised that drivers 
will be welcome to participate as well and will be afforded entry to the hall for the service. 
As said, there is ample space for jeeps, rovers, and cars, but commonsense must prevail to allow 
access to all. Those wishing to leave must remember they will have to wait until all marchers have 
passed. Security of our vehicles would have to taken, of course. 
All Military Section vehicles, as usual, will have to undertake vehicle safety checks before 
participating in the parade. We must remember that crowds lining the parade route tend to push 
forward endangering themselves and others. Plus any vehicle breaking down will, no doubt, be 
televised and will star in the media. Inspection dates are Sunday March 18th 7.30am to12.30PM, 
and Saturday April 7th 7.30AM to 12.30PM. Exemptions for jeep rear seat passengers will have 
to be arranged also. Vehicle security and Bussing concerns will also be investigated.. 
There are two more meetings before the march. The details as outlined above will be confirmed at 
these meetings. 
  
 
GENERAL 
Brian thanked Jim for the excellent effort in organising the unloading of the container at the 
clubrooms and the restocking and new shelving in our storage lockup. Jim also produced a trial 
induction test on workshop safety which was run on volunteers from the section. 
Eric advised he is involved with the Aust. Trust who will be burning of some 50 hectares of bush at 
Avondale on 14-15th April and again on the 19-20th April. He has a holiday block nearby, just 
outside Beverley. Members might like to indulge in a day or 2 day run to that area and camp at his 
place. There will be more details at the next meeting. 
Paul brought up the subject of photographs by Graham Sutees. There was a discussion with 
differing views as to cost and Paul will discuss the matter with Mr.Surtees and report back at the 
next meeting. 
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Paul asked about the distribution of name badges. New name badges have arrived. It was decided 
that Treasurer Tony would take the badges and hand them out as payment is received. In future 
Clothing office Sean will take orders and Treasurer Tony will hold them on delivery until payment 
is received.  
Jim Hearn brought along 2 army stretchers for anyone wanting them. 
George informed the meeting that his long term friend and member Eddie Michelson is no longer 
capable of driving and has handed in his drivers licence. In good news, his son George has joined 
the VCC and will take over Eddie’s jeep. The meeting expressed best wishes to Eddie and 
welcomes George to the VCC and Military Section. 
Graeme brought along a large 5 inch naval shell to show the meeting. He also suggested our 
booking the club hall early for the Xmas show.There was a discussion with differing views  on 
where to have the show. It was decided Paul with book the room for Dec 1st as a standby until a 
decision is made. 
 
Meeting ended 9.30pm 
 

 
A jeep belonging to the 2nd 16th Battalion, 9th Division, on Labuan Island, 

British North Borneo, June 1945. 

 



 

 
Greg Ward, from Albany, is looking to pass on his licenced, restored, fully functioning Champ. 
If it would look good in your driveway, send Greg an email to amberjack1@bigpond.com  
Greg is wanting $12,000 for it1. 

 
                                                                   
The late Bob Dimer at Brookton in 
2006 with his Stewart Tank. It had 
recently starred at a Perth Hot Rod 
show which accounted for the 
flames down the side 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                         
My Chev C8 4x2 ‘Baby’ Blitz at its 
only ever outing at the Brookton Old 
Time Motor Show in 2008. 
Research shows it was shipped 
direct to Egypt from Canada where 
it served with the 2nd/3rd Anti-Tank 
Regt. When it returned to Australia 
it spent time with the 1st Armoured 
Brigade in WA before being sold to 
a farmer near Northam where it was 
rescued by Bob Dimer and passed 

onto me…………….……Murray 
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”Little John” Ottaway is 
currently somewhere on the 
ocean between Sydney and 
Perth and, brawls and virus 
epidemics notwithstanding, has 
assured us his trip has nothing 
to do with meeting ladies but for 
rest and relaxation and to 
maintain good health.   
Thanks to Sandy for the photo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A lady in Koongamia has offered up a shed full of Jeep parts for sale. 
Jim Sewell has seen the offering and should be contacted for details. 
 

 

 
Information from club member Kevin Cochrane who 
attended the auction in Busselton last weekend is that the 
Army Fitters Track variant of the M113 Armoured Personnel 
Carrier was passed in with no bids after opening at $50k 
and dropping to $20k. 
 
Kevin has a 9 cyl Continental Radial motor. These were 
used to power some Grant Tanks, used by Australian tanks 
in WW2, and various aircraft. Kevin is looking for starter, 
carby, and  magneto. 
If anyone can help Kevin can be found at 
suekay@iprimus.com.au  
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