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NEWSLETTER FOR JANUARY 2018 
 

 
Military Section meetings are held at the VCCofWA clubrooms at 265 
Hale Rd. near Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove, on the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 7.30pm. Anyone with an ex-military vehicle of any era or 
country, or an interest in them, would be welcome to attend any meeting 
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2/16th Battalion, 21st Brigade, 7th Infantry Division, 2nd Australian Imperial Force 
 
The 2/16th Battalion was formed in Perth, Western Australia, on 20 April 1940 and conducted 
its basic training at Northam Camp. A large number of the battalion's original recruits were men 
from the Western Australian goldfields who gave the battalion a hard and rough character. It 
embarked for overseas at Fremantle on 25 October giving service in Egypt and Palestine. The 
Battalion returned to Australia in February 1942 and, after a brief visit to Fremantle, sailed on to 
Adelaide, minus more than 350 of its troops who gone Absent without Leave in the W.A. port. Six 
months later the 2/16th arrived in New Guinea and fought its way along the Kokoda track. When it 
finished at Gona on 7th January 1943 there were only 56 troops left to parade. The 2/16th returned 
to Australia in mid-January but was back in Papua by early August where it played a minor role in 
the Lae operations in mid-September. Soon after it was moved by air to Kiapit, in the Ramu Valley 
and subsequently advanced to Dumpu, between 29 September and 4 October. In the ensuing 
months it was involved in patrol actions in the upper reaches of the Ramu Valley and into the 
Finsterre Mountains. Its greatest achievement, and only major attack, during these operations was 
the capture of Shaggy Ridge between 27 and 28 December. The battalion returned to Port 
Moresby on 4 January 1944 and Australia on 20 March.  
 
The 2/16th's left Australia for its last operation of the war on 3 June 1945. It landed at Balikpapan 
on 1 July, along with our treasured member George Goldie, and encountered its heaviest fighting 
of the campaign that day, but was involved in patrol operations until the end of the war on 15 
August. From mid-October to late January 1946 the 2/16th formed part of the occupation force in 
the Celebes. It sailed for home for the last time on 2 February and was disbanded in Brisbane later 
that month. 
 
Of the many honors and decorations awarded to battalion members, the DCM awarded to Private 
Thornton (A.K.A Maidment) is worthy of mention :-  
 

  Distinguished Conduct Medal                                                                                                             

 
Awarded to Alexander George Thornton who served as WX4227 
Private George Maidment in 2/16 Battalion. Born in June 1914 in 
Paddington NSW, he worked on and off as a labourer, before 
stowing away in 1939 on a ship for Western Australia. He was 
discovered and jailed in Fremantle. After his release, he enlisted 
in the Second AIF in May 1940, under a false name. 
 
Thornton proved an unruly soldier, frequently in trouble with his 
superiors. He saw no service in the campaigns in North Africa or 
Syria, remaining in the base area in Palestine. He then served in 
New Guinea, and took part in an action near Abuari on the 
Kokoda Trail on 30 August 1942, for which he was 
recommended for the Victoria Cross, but received the 
Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM) instead. 
 
The VC recommendation reads, 'On 30 Aug 'A' Coy and 'B' 
Coy, of which Pte Maidment is a member, were ordered to clear 
the ABUARI ridge where the enemy were strongly established 
and from which two coys of 53 Bn had been unable to dislodge 
them on the previous day. The attack had to be made up a steep 
wooded slope against carefully prepared and camouflaged 
positions. Maidment's platoon encountered a very strongly 
defended Japanese position, and was held up. Casualties began 
to mount and Maidment's section leader was killed. 



 Disregarding heavy automatic weapons fire, Maidment coolly collected grenades from the 
pouches of his dead section leader and dashed up the slope towards the enemy positions. He was 
badly wounded in the chest and lung almost at once but destroyed several of the nearer machine 
gun posts and continued his onslaught until all his grenades were used and he was ordered to 
rejoin his platoon. The enemy immediately began to press forward. Maidment then picked up his 
section leader's Tommy Gun and, showing an entire disregard for cover and for his own safety, he 
held up the enemy with accurate fire until his ammunition was exhausted. This action allowed his 
platoon time to withdraw and reform, and was directly responsible for the infliction of severe 
casualties on the Japanese and the prevention of what seemed inevitable and heavy losses on 
our side. It was only after all his ammunition had been expended that Maidment was prevailed 
upon to rejoin his comrades. Although suffering from loss of blood and exhaustion he refused all 
assistance to the rear. On arrival at the R.A.P. he collapsed and was evacuated to hospital as a 
stretcher case. Maidment's unsurpassed courage, fortitude and devotion to duty were an inspiring 
example. It is recommended that he be awarded the Victoria Cross.' 
 
The citation for the DCM reads, 'Being a member of a company ordered to clear the enemy from 
a strongly established position, Private Maidment encountered a very heavily defended position 
and was held up. Disregarding heavy fire, Private Maidment collected grenades and dashed up 
the slope towards the enemy positions. He was badly wounded in the chest and lung but 
destroyed several of the nearer machine gun posts and continued his onslaught. As the enemy 
pressed forward Private Maidment, showing entire disregard for cover and his own safety, held up 
the enemy until his ammunition was exhausted. He collapsed and was evacuated to Hospital as a 
stretcher case. Private Maidment's unsurpassed courage, fortitude and devotion to duty were an 
inspiring example.'. 
 
After this, Thornton disappeared. His company commander had offered him assistance, but was 
apparently 'refused with abuse'. Several soldiers claimed they saw him at Templeton's Crossing 
Dressing Station, and there was a report he was seen on a stretcher between Templeton's 
Crossing and Myola. 
 
He never checked in to the Myola Dressing Station. As no confirmed sighting of him was received 
after this, he was officially assumed to have died of wounds between Templeton's Crossing and 
Myola, his body abandoned, and his death not reported. Nevertheless, rumours of Thornton's 
survival, and even his return to Australia, persisted. 
 
Maidment had always been a controversial character during his army service. Unruly, especially 
when affected by alcohol, and resentful of authority, he had incurred several punishments 
(including periods of military confinement) for insubordinate language, disobedience and absence 
without leave. As one of his officers reported, with some respect, 'Maidment was a very strong 
character who could be coached but not ruled'. The recommendation that he receive the Victoria 
Cross was endorsed at higher levels, but finally downgraded to the award of the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal. He is commemorated, in his correct name, on the memorial at Port Moresby to 
Australian servicemen who gave their lives in Papua and have no known graves 
https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U56059  
 
  

                        

                                 7th Aust. Infantry Div.             2/16th Ban Shoulder Patch 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/U56059


 
 

 
Call sign T23B conducts a live firing assessment at Mount Bundy Training Area where the crews were 
tested in their ability to identify targets quickly and engage with deadly accuracy using the M1A1 Abrams 
Main Battle Tank’s various sights and weapons systems. 
As part of the Armoured Cavalry Regiment, Nucleus Squadron’s Tank troops provide the 1st Brigade – 
Australian Army, massive firepower with the mobility to move across most of the battlefield. 
The M1A1 is the beast of the battlefield. It has a top speed of up to 60 kilometres an hour, weighs 62 
tonnes and has an operational range of up to 400 kilometres. Its main weapon is the 120mm M256 Smooth 
Bore Cannon with a range of up to 4 kilometres. The Abrams also sports a 12.7 mm M2HBQCB Machine 

Gun and 2X7.62 millimetreMAG58 Machine Guns.                Image Credit: TPR Gilcrest-Lau Australian Army 

 
As part of the Plan Beersheba reorganisation, the unit has become one of three Armoured Cavalry 
Regiments (ACRs) assigned to the Army's multirole combat brigades in Brisbane, Darwin, and Townsville.  
As an ACR, the unit is equipped with M1A1 tanks, ASLAV light armoured vehicles, and M113 armoured 
personnel carriers.  Under the reforms announced in 2011 and confirmed in the 2013 Defence White Paper, 
the three Regular Army brigades will be restructured between 2014 and 2017 into three Combat Brigades 
with a similar structure and capabilities, each consisting of: a Brigade Headquarters, an Armoured Cavalry 
Regiment, two Standard Infantry Battalions, an Artillery Regiment, a Combat Engineer Regiment, a Combat 
Service Support Battalion and a Combat Signals Regiment.  In 2015 it was reported that the Darwin-based 
elements of the 1st Armoured Regiment may be transferred to South Australia.  In late 2015 one of the 1st 
Armoured Regiment's two tank squadrons was transferred to the Townsville-based 2nd Cavalry Regiment, 
with 14 of the tanks relocating.  In October 2017, the 1st Armoured Regiment moved from Robertson 
Barracks in Darwin to RAAF Base Edinburgh in South Australia.                                 Info from Wikipedia  
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A couple of requests from our members looking to advance their restorations. 
 

Keith Hudson, restoring an LP2a Carrier: Machine Gun, needs a radiator fan shroud to 

direct the airflow across the Ford V8 sidevalve motor. Being in the bottom of a steel box, these 
engines need all the cooling they can get. If anyone has a spare shroud not needed for a carrier, 
or knows the whereabouts of one, Keith can be contacted at keithh@austal.com . Keith also has a 
jeep restoration waiting in the wings and will certainly be after parts for that when it begins. 
 

Merv. Piggott, down in Sabina River, via Busselton, has acquired a Series 3 Land Rover with a 

defunct motor, (6 cyl). If anyone can assist with a working motor, or canopy, Merv can be 

contacted at piggott.sand@bigpond.com   
 

 
 

 
A Mrs. Lois George, of Bunbury, is keen to dispose of this Land Rover Ambulance on behalf of her 
elderly father. The vehicle has not been used for several years and may not have a standard 
motor. The body is unmodified (no big widows in the sides).  It was used as a camper and the 
originality of the inside is unknown. The Australian army built 150 of these Series 2 & 2a’s, 
beginning in 1963. The last was auctioned off in the late 1990’s making them the longest serving 
land Rovers in the army. Mrs. George can be contacted on 0439 460 499 

 
 
 
In line with the tools and equipment our section is putting into the soon to be opened new 
restoration shed at the VCC clubrooms we are keen to obtain the following items 

• Armature growler   ( testing starter motor and generator armatures) 

• Ball pein ( engineers ) hammers 

• AVR  meter  ( amps volts ohms ) 

• Whitworth spanners and sockets. 
If there are any of these lying around in dusty old sheds and are of no further use to their owners, 
a donation of them to the Military Vehicle Section will ensure they are put to good use and would 

be gratefully received by Jim Sewell on 9379 3467. Whitworth spanners are especially useful for 

Land Rovers which seem to use every bolt thread known to man.   
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January military vehicle section meeting minutes 

Meeting opened at 7.30pm, January 16th with 17 members present and 4 apologies. 
 
Minutes of the November 2017 meeting (No December meeting) were read out and acceptance 
moved by P. Andrews, seconded by R Devenish. CARRIED 
 
Correspondence: - Several emails sent, received, regarding events forthcoming and collated by 
the Event Co-ordinator. Other administrative messages, emails, & phone calls between members. 
Of general interest are messages from 

• Mrs. Lois George, for her father, offering to sell his Land Rover Ambulance.   

• Member Keith Hudson needing a bren carrier radiator shroud & jeep parts. 

• Member Merv. Piggott needing a replacement motor for a Series 3 Land Rover motor (6cyl)    
 
 Treasurer’s Report: -  Opening Balance $4,944.75  &  $128.50 petty cash. 
     Closing   Balance $3,579.01  &  $139.35 
Treasurer moved that the report be accepted. Seconded by B. McDougall CARRIED 
 
Officers’ Reports 
VCC meeting   

▪ VCC constitution accepted by the Authorities. 
▪ Restoration shed almost ready. Still has plumbing to be installed. 
▪ Reorganising of the parts shed. 
▪ VCC 60-year special events planned.  

 
Library   N/A Book (Land Rover History) Magazine (jeep trains) VHS donated 
Dating :   NTR 
Veh. Inspection :  Inspection dates are confirmed Sunday Mar 18th & Saturday Apl 7th  
Editor :   NTR 
Property :   NTR 
Catering :   NTR 
Spare parts :   NTR 
Clothing :   NTR 
Event Co-Ordinator :  COMING EVENTS include:- 
1/ Sun Feb 25th  Evening Concert at F’tle Army Museum.  4pm – 7pm. 
2/ Mon March 3rd  Hyde Park Festival. VCC 60th year event. 
3/ Mar 12th – Mar 18th  Corowa gathering. NSW. Year of Land Rover. 
4/ Sun March 18th Vehicle Inspections. All Anzac day parade jeeps must be inspected. 
5/ Sat  March 24th  Brookton O.T.M.S. Some fees apply (see below). 
6/ Sat April 7th   2nd Anzac day Vehicle inspection. 
7/ Fri April 13th   Gooseberry Hill Primary School 9am – 11.30am.  
8/ Sat April 14th  TrachMach Brunswick Junction ‘Anzac 100’ theme. 
 
General Items:- 
 
Tony advised that Brian is currently in Hollywood Hospital following a medical episode. He is 
expected to be released home in a few days after a medical procedure. 
 
Jim gave an update on the new shed and the container which must be gone by the middle of 
March. There is then the need for a busy bee on Friday January 19th to audit and rationalise the 
parts in our bulging Section lockup bay. Some of it will never be utilised and will make way for 
more appropriate parts from the bulging container along with tools and racking which will go in the 
new shed when it’s finished. 
 



 
There was a discussion regarding the torch jeep. Les Dellar’s jeep may need work before the 
inspection day and a motion was passed by show of hands to have a standby jeep if needed. Tony 
volunteered his jeep and will have the necessary holes drilled and will liaise with Gavin on Les’ 
jeep. 
 
Tony advised of a Studebaker in a yard in Yarloop which is apparently for sale for $27,000, 
condition unknown. A neighbour is believed to have the phone number of the owner. 
 
Jim, Tony, & Murray, will be going to Bob’s place on Wednesday to assist in repairs to his Series 3 
Land Rover. 
 
No Show & tell. 
Meeting closed at 8.45pm. 
        
 

There was a discussion about the Old Time Motor Show at Brookton regarding what fees would be 
applicable for how many people, which ones, per vehicle, & if a vehicle towed another on a Trailer. 
The conditions listed on the application/registration form, sent to our newsletter, state:- 

 
There will be copies of the registration form at the February Section Meeting. I can email copies to 

members going to Brookton, but missing the next meeting……………………….………….Murray 

 
 

 
                                                                                          

                      
 
Our proud, esteemed Librarian Graeme, with daughter Erica, introduces his new granddaughter 
Tamsin Eloise. Born Jan 4th to the section. Welcome Tamsin and congratulations Granddad. 

 
 
 



 
COMING EVENTS AS KNOWN IN JANUARY 2018 

 
 



 
Jim’s hand pallet trolley Patent pending         Some of the ‘Busy Bee-etts’              before photo, no space left 

   
Friday 19th January.  A working party gathered at the clubrooms to start the task of sorting out the 
parts in our lockup bay. All parts were taken outside and the racking and storage bays dismantled 
and placed in the new shed. Racking from Division St. was installed (along one side so far). Jeep 
& Land Rover parts replaced with selected parts for other vehicles. One load of other parts taken 
to the scrap yard. The choc-a-bloc container was opened and a start made to transfer tools and 
parts to the lockup bay. A full day’s effort, in the heat, was put in by Jim, Ron, Bob, Bruce, Ron D, 
John O, Murray, & Paul. Thanks to everyone & another busy bee scheduled for Tuesday 23rd. 
Our Lunch break was in the BBQ area behind the meeting hall, a far cooler lunch spot than that in 
Division St.  
 
 

  
April 2006. Jack McRoberts and myself went to a property in Upper Swan to retrieve a dodge 
power wagon and take it to our restoration shed at Irwin Barracks in my car trailer. I’m not sure 
what happened to the power wagon. I didn’t get a licence renewal for the trailer and got fined for 
not handing in the plate. We built a new, better trailer reusing only the axles and got it relicensed. 
Then it got stolen. Undeterred, I now have a box trailer securely locked in my back-yard… Murray 
 

December 2007. We supplied some military 
vehicles to a group in Southern River, making a 
movie trailer called ‘The 11th soldier’. A pretty good 
effort was made to create a set. There were earth 
works next to it and Tony, never one to shirk a 
challenge, got himself stuck going up a sand hill. 
He got unstuck by himself though, unlike the 
following year when he bogged the beast (C60 
Chev Blitz) during the Mid-west trek. 
‘The 11th soldier’ never made it past the trailer. 
 
 
 


