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Military Section meetings are held at the VCCofWA clubrooms at 265 
Hale Rd. near Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove, on the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 8pm. Anyone with an ex-military vehicle of any era or 
country, or an interest in them, would be welcome to attend any meeting 
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BRIGADIER ARNOLD WILLIAM POTTS DSO OBE MC 

Arnold Potts was born on 16 September 1896 on the Isle of Man, the younger child of William Potts, a 
schoolmaster, and Mary Potts. At the age of eight, Arnold migrated with his family to Perth, where he 
attended Cottesloe State School and later Guildford Grammar. As a fourteen year old boarder in 1911, it 
must have taken Arnold time to adjust to the rigid system modelled on England’s public school program, 
and where it was said that after four or five years as a boarder, ‘life could throw nothing one’s way that one 
could not handle’.  

Small of stature, Arnold had a remarkable presence even at 
this early age. He was bow in the first rowing crew and a 
member of the 1st XVIII football team. He also represented 
Guilford in shooting and athletics, and was victorious in a 
state-wide cross-country competition.  

But above all, he was a natural leader. He was awarded full 
colours in both rowing and football, and was appointed 
prefect of boarding house, sports and chapel. He was also 
a colour sergeant in the new Guildford Grammar cadet unit; 
an activity that he loved.  

Not surprisingly, on the outbreak of the First World War, 
Arnold enlisted in the 1st AIF, landed at Gallipoli in July 
1915 as a private, saw action at Chunuk Bair and Aghyl 
Dere, and by October was a sergeant. He was then just 

nineteen years old.  

After the evacuation from the Peninsula, Arnold was 
commissioned in January 1916. He served on the Western 
Front where he commanded the 4th Light Trench Mortar 
Battery as a captain. For his leadership in action at 
Mouquet Farm and German Strong-Point 54 on the Somme 
battlefield, he was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry 
and later mentioned in dispatches.  

In the closing stages of the war, Arnold transferred back to 
his much loved 16th Battalion. Severely wounded at Vaire Wood near Hamel, he was discharged from the 
AIF in Western Australia in March 1919.  

After jackerooing for several months on Boolaloo Station, 240 km south east of Onslow, Arnold bought a 
property just west of Kojonup He called it Barrule after the twin peaks on the Isle of Man. Six years later, in 
the chapel of his old school, he married Doreen Wigglesworth and settled down as a successful farmer and 
family man. Doreen was to be his life’s partner for over 40 years; his confidant and mother of his three 
children. They were a wonderful team together.  

Unfortunately, world peace was not to last and in 1939, Arnold joined the Citizen Military Forces as a 
temporary major. He transferred to the 2nd AIF and was posted to the 2/16th Battalion – the reincarnate of 
his original unit in the Great War. He sailed for the Middle East in 1940 as a company commander, and for 
his leadership against the Vichy French during the Syrian Campaign in June and July of 1941 he was 
awarded the Distinguished Service Order and again mentioned in dispatches for leadership in action.  

Tough and resolute, Arnold encouraged initiative in his troops, and he was renowned for his thorough 
approach to training. His men not only respected him as their leader, they trusted his decisions and knew 
that they would be well-represented by him in the higher councils of the military command chain.  



 
In August 1941, Arnold was promoted Lieutenant Colonel to command 
the 2/16th but this was short-lived. With the return of the 7th Division to 
Australia prior to the Pacific Campaign, Arnold in April 1942 was 
promoted temporary brigadier to command the 21st AIF Brigade 
comprising the famous 2/14th, 2/16th( WA raised) and 2/27th Battalions.  

After the naval battles of Coral Sea and Midway in May-June 1942 had 
prevented a sea borne assault on Port Moresby, the Japanese High 
Command had determined on an overland assault on Moresby via the 
Kokoda Track, in conjunction with an amphibious attack on Milne Bay to 
capture its important airfields. The 13,500 Japanese troops who landed 
at Gona on 21 July and fought the Kokoda campaign were strong, fit and 
battle-hardened. Most had been in action since 1937 and were expert in 
jungle warfare.  

The Supreme Allied Commander in the South West Pacific, General 
Douglas MacArthur knew that if the little-known Kokoda Airfield was 
seized by the enemy, then Port Moresby would be under direct threat, 
along with his future plans for an offensive against the major Japanese 
base in Rabaul. This clearly was not acceptable.  

MacArthur therefore ordered immediate action from the Commander 
Allied Land Forces, General Sir Thomas Blamey, who in turn directed 
Major General Basil Morris, the local commander in New Guinea, to 
prevent Japanese access across the Track by defending the Kokoda 
area, roughly half way between Port Moresby and the northern coastal 
village of Buna. To do so, Morris rushed Maroubra Force - two largely 
untrained and ill-equipped militia (AMF) battalions – the 39th and 53rd – 
to the area.  

These troops had been employed as wharf labourers and on other 
manual tasks before finding themselves rushed forward, poorly equipped 
and trained to meet a tough and battle experienced foe.  

To its everlasting credit, the 39th was the first to move and acquitted itself 
brilliantly from its first contact with the enemy north of Kokoda village. 
However, skirmishing and several fierce assaults by the Japanese caused the outnumbered Australians to 
fall back through Kokoda. The 39th soon re-took the village but after two days a renewed Japanese 
offensive forced the Australians to withdraw. Kokoda was captured by the Japanese on July 29.  

Conditions at this point are best summed up Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Honner, Commanding Officer of the 
39th Battalion:  
 
“Physically, the pathetically young warriors of the 39th were in poor shape. Worn out by strenuous 
fighting and exhausting movement, and weakened by lack of food and sleep and shelter, many of 
them had literally come to a standstill. Practically every day, torrential rains fell all through the 
afternoon and night, cascading into their cheerless weapon pits and soaking the only clothes they 
had.”  

But although desperate, greatly outnumbered and under-resourced, the resistance was such that, 
according to captured documents, the Japanese believed they had defeated a force more than 1,200 
strong when, in fact, they were facing just 77 Australian troops.  

With the Kokoda Airfield now lost, the newly-appointed New Guinea Commander, Lieutenant General 
Sydney Rowell, immediately dispatched the 21st Brigade to re-take the village of Kokoda. Potts reached 
Alola, some 10 km south of Kokoda, on the Owen Stanley Range on 23 August and immediately took 
command of the remnants of the exhausted Maroubra Force. On 26 August, he reinforced the 39th 
Battalion with his own 2/14th; fit, tanned and superbly trained from the Syrian Desert. Although 



 
outnumbered five to one and without supplies of food and ammunition, they held Isurava for four days of 
bitter fighting against fanatical Japanese attacks where hand-to-hand combat using bayonet, boot and 
grenade was a regular occurrence.  

In deciding his future course of action, Arnold elected to conduct a fighting withdrawal rather than obeying 
impossible orders from higher command to move forward and attack a greatly superior and better armed 
enemy. He formulated a tenacious withdrawal strategy with carefully planned ambushes and vicious limited 
assaults as the appropriate tactic. The commanding officer of the 2/27th Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Geoff 
Cooper, recalls Arnold’s astute leadership: 
 
“It rapidly changed from a situation where the Australian Force Headquarters thought attacks 
against the enemy with the loss of few men would destroy the Japanese and remove the threat, to a 
situation where a major threat from the enemy with a fairly complete freedom of movement was in 
danger of overrunning our force and reaching Moresby. Arnold Potts understood this. The 
withdrawal was a delaying tactic he had to employ; and he did it well. He had to concentrate his 
force, hold as long as possible, make minor counter-attacks and not get overrun. He had to destroy, 
delay and then set up and do it all over again.”  
 
When Arnold and his now greatly diminished 2/14th and 2/16th Battalions withdrew to Mission Ridge 
(Brigade Hill) roughly 30 km south of Kokoda Village, he was then reinforced by his 2/27th Battalion. Under 
the most trying conditions, he fought a short desperate brigade defensive battle that inflicted further delay 
upon the Japanese. With heavy casualties on both sides, this critical hold-up in time finally exhausted the 
tenuous supply line of the enemy commander, General Horri, who had necessarily relied on a strategy of 
speed with its attendant risks to his logistics to capture Port Moresby.  

Demoralised, starving and diseased the Japanese withdrew back along the Track, vigorously followed up 
by fresh battle-trained troops of the 25th and 16th Brigades. More heavy fighting was to follow, but the 
threat to Port Moresby was over.  

Meanwhile by 16 September, Arnold and his 21st Brigade had been withdrawn to Sogeri at the start of the 

Kokoda Track some 46 km from Port Moresby, to re-form, re-fit and prepare for further action.  

Yet, sadly, Potts’ success would go unrecognised. Fighting in conditions so terrible and beyond the 
comprehension of Headquarters to imagine, Arnold came under criticism for conducting a fighting 
withdrawal. He was recalled to Port Moresby days later to explain. He then rejoined his Brigade for a short 
period, but was personally relieved of its command on 22 October 1942 by General Blamey and posted 
forthwith to Darwin where he later commanded with distinction the 23rd Brigade of II Corps in action in 
Bougainville, being twice mentioned in dispatches for his inspiring leadership and tactical acumen. His 
deeds at Kokoda remained inappropriately, unrecognised.  

At the war’s end, Arnold returned to farming here, at Kojonup, and even ran for a seat in the House of 
Representatives with the Country Party, albeit unsuccessfully. He later became involved in numerous 
community organisations for which service he received the Order of the British Empire in 1960. Survived by 
his wife, son and two daughters, Arnold passed away on New Year’s Day 1968 at Kojonup, aged 71.  

Extract from a speech delivered by His Excellency, Major General Michael Jeffery AC CVO 
MC on the occasion of the official unveiling of the A.W. Potts Kokoda Track Memorial 
Statue at Apex Park, Kojonup, Western Australia on 6 May 2007. 

 

 

 
 



 

 MINUTES OF NOVEMBER MILITARY SECTION MEETING 
 

Meeting opened :   7.30PM 
 
Members present :   24 with 5 apologies.   Visitor/New member: Ray Hunt. 
 
Minutes of October meeting : Taken as read in the monthly newsletter & hard copies at 

meeting. Moved  G Stephens-Seconded  D Spikens-  Carried. 
     Business arising-Nil. 
 
Correspondence :   Various administrative emails in & out.  

(1) From Chris Andrews of Albany with vintage military vehicles 
for sale. 

(2) From Sporting Shooter Association of Australia (SSAA) who 
will be having an expo in the second half of 2018 and would 
like Mil.  

 
Treasurer's Report :   Opening balace $5,015.75 + $99.45 p/c 
     Closing balance $4,944.75 + $128.50 p/c 
     Moved J.Ottaway-Seconded M.Delaney- Carried. 
 
Officers' Reports : 
 VCC Executive meeting : (1)  VCC will celebrate 60 yrs at the Hyde Park Festival in 2018. 

2Report on new shed progress & 2 of our members on the 
managing committee. 

 Library   NTR  
 Dating :   NTR 
 Veh. Inspection :  NTR 
 Editor :   NTR 
 Property :   NTR 
 Catering :   NTR 
 Spare parts :   NTR 
 Clothing :   NTR 

Event Co-ord : Besides the VCC & Mil.Section Xmas parties in December, no 
events are scheduled before March 2018 when we have events 
listed for Hyde Pk. & Brookton , and Anzac day with a special 
event planned at Kalamunda RSL, and April 25th with associated 
Len Hall game. Vehicle Inspt. days are provisionally marked as 
Mar.18th & Apl. 17th. but are not confirmed as yet.  

 
PAST EVENTS : Beersheba Day at Vic. Pk. RSL was a WW1 event with 

Chairman Bob’s ‘Living History Grp’ attending along with Paul 
and his Motel T military truck. No photos yet. 

 
 Bruce Rock Veterans’ parade. The jeeps of Mark & Danny 

took part in the parade along with the Stuart tank of Tony 
Breeze. No photos yet. 

 
Maritime Day in Fremantle. 8 of our vehicles participated. Paul, 
Mick, John O, John P, Gavin, Dave, & Tony gave reports. Again, 
no photos yet.  

   
 
 



 
FUTURE EVENTS : 

VCC Main Christmas party Saturday Dec.2nd.  Evening party at 
clubrooms 

 
Military Section Xmas party set for Saturday Dec. 9th at the Como 
hotel, cnr of Canning H-way & South st.Como. Numbers must be 
confirmed by Dec.1st. to Paul.   Cost of meal is $32 per couple, (Steak, 
Fish, Chook) which includes section subsidy, & buy your own drinks. 
Current numbers indicate approx. 30 attending. 12.30pm for 1pm 
start. 
 

 
GENERAL 

B.Thomson gave a report of the progress of the new VCC shed and the 
clearing of the current Wednesday group’s premises which should be 
cleared by Dec. 20th.. Site drawings of the new shed were viewed by 
members 

 
B.McDougall told the meeting there were 2 jeeps and a Mutt(M151) 
that required Section help if they were to participate in the 2018 Anzac 
day parade. 
 
B.Wise advised the 2018 Anzac day parade will alter route to finish at 
the Perth Concert Hall to ensure protection from the elements. He is 
liasing with the RSL for the march and will advise further.  
 
B.Thomson introduced new member R.Hunt who advised of the 
numerous ex-military vehicles he has had and currently has. 
 
By a show of hands at the question of a December meeting, it was 
decided unanimously that there would not be a December 
meeting. 
 
B.Wise is taking 4 weeks leave from Dec.24th and would appreciate 
help in getting his Series 3 G.S. Land Rover back on the road during 
that time. 
 
P.Andrews returned the Photobook and DVDs to the Librarian. They 
will be available to buy at the Xmas party. 
 
R.Hunt advised of a DC3 aircraft recently in Perth for mining purposes. 
 
P.Andrews advised that monies taken in for the cancelled Spring Rally 
have been returned. 
 
J.Sewell advised of the need to hold a clean out/cleanup of our parts 
room in the parts shed so that parts and tools from the Wednesday 
group not going in the recently acquired seatainer can be stored there. 
A day in January will have to be marked for a busy bee there. 

SHOW & TELL 
Our Librarian Graeme proudly exhibited the gold medal his wife won for 
Gymnastics,  in the recent Masters’(Seniors) Games held in Tasmania. 
An amazing achievement. Well done Fran. 

Meeting Closed 8.30p.m 



 

 
Above: Many years ago the late 

bob dimer acquired this Humber 
heavy utility from a property just 
outside Perth. The vehicle was 
equipped with 4WD, had much 
wood work in the body, and had 
served in North Africa as a staff 

officers' transport(note the british 

side lights on the mudguards) Bob 
wasn't confident working with wood 
and passed it on to new owners on 
the east coast. It would be 
interesting to see where it is today. 
 
 
 
Above & Left: The late Kon 

Simon, in 1989, found this C15A 
radio van (left) on an abandoned 
farm dump near the rabbit proof 
fence. He was unable to source a 
usable driven front axle(4WD) and, 
after some modification, used a 
front axle from a C15(2WD). Above 
is a triumphant Kon after the van 
passed its licence testing. 
The van is now in the care of Rick & 
Veronica at 'Tandara' near Coorow 
and is a veteran of a number of 
treks around W.A. and as far afield 
as Queensland. 
 
 

 



 

If anyone wishes to view Tropical Trials of army vehicles taking place in Northern Queensland 

click on https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C235563   The film is about 15 

minutes in length and includes Centurion Tank, Saladin Armoured Car, Bombardier S6 tracked carrier, and 

several soft skinned trucks.   https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/collection/C235566  is 

a follow on from the first, is about 20 minutes in length and involves the Saladin Armoured Car. 

 

 
Email from Chris Andrews. 
     “ I am contacting you in regard to two Lend Lease Chev trucks which are to 
be scrapped.  If any Club member is in need of parts, please let me know. 
Also I have a Chev 6x6 truck with good running gear, cab and chassis, 
restorable unit, needs a large gray motor and gear box, open to genuine 
offers.  
       I also have a Chev 4x4 short wheel base, complete, engine needs to be 
re-ringed, cab in solid condition, will need a light sand blasting, ex 
Northern Territory truck, $4,250 
       Open to offers is a 4x4 F60 with a mounted drilling rig, truck complete 
except for V8 engine; an interesting unit (ex Northern Territory) 
 
If any of your members are interested in any of the above mentioned 

items, they can give me a call on my home phone which is: 0898464283, in 

the evening preferably. I would also like to add that I am an active member of the Tracmach 
club here in Albany, as well as a member of the local Veteran Car Club. 
       Looking forward to hearing from you or one of your Military Section 
members, soon. 

       Regards, Chris Andrews”.   bevand@iinet.net.au. 
 

 
 

   
 
 7years ago the then Wednesday group 
assisted Paul Jones and Graham Reed to 
do a major renovation on the cab of Paul’s 
Inter Mk.5 6x6. It worked out well as can be 
seen in the picture at left. 
 
The 25 pdr field gun on the Acco’s tow 
hitch was fully restored by Wayne 
Henderson and has since gone north. 

https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C235563
https://www.awm.gov.au/index.php/collection/C235566
mailto:bevand@iinet.net.au

