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Military Section meetings are held at the VCCofWA clubrooms at 265 
Hale Rd. near Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove, on the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 8pm. Anyone with an ex-military vehicle of any era or 
country, or an interest in them, would be welcome to attend any meeting 
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USMC AMBULANCE JEEP 

MODIFIED BY G.M.HOLDEN 

 

 

Australia Holden factory, 1943 

In 1943 the United States 
Marine Corps (USMC) 
decided to design a special 
jeep for transporting the 
wounded from the front 
lines to the rear. Taking a 
1942 Willys jeep as a 
starting point several 
modifications were made. 
The biggest change is the 

addition of a tubular frame to accommodate two stretchers, one stacked over the other. Because of 
the position of these stretchers on the right side of the vehicle, the passenger seat had to be 
removed. In its place came a storage box with a lid on the side that fitted under the bottom stretcher. 
A little hinged door was made in the left rear of the jeep to allow easy access to walking wounded 
who could sit on the rear seat which was placed at 90 degrees from its original position. Because  the 
tubular stretcher frame left no room for the spare tire, the spare tire bracket was moved to the hood 
of the ambulance jeep. The alterations changed the look of the jeep completely. When the canvas 
top was mounted over the superstructure, it looked much more like a box on wheels. 
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The Marine Corps had approximately 200 jeeps converted by Holden (a GM subsidiary) in Australia 
in '42. They were designed to carry two patients on litters and two attendants. Part of the conversion 
included a stowage box replacing the passenger seat.  They were so successful they then built 
another 500 at Camp Pendleton, San Diego, California for the newly formed 4th, 5th & 6th Marine 
divisions. The U.S. built units had a slightly higher roofline affording more headroom to the sitting 
patients. In all, approximately 700 were made and used all over the Pacific 

 
These ambulances soldiered on after WW2 and have been photographed in Indonesia used by 
Dutch marines and during the Korean war. See below. 

 

Above left...…Royal Netherlands Marine Corps (RNMC) on Eastern Java, Indonesia 1947. 
Above right… LIFE magazine, taken during the war in Korea (1950-53). 
 
Information and photos from 'All American Wonder Volume 3' and various websites. 
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THE GREAT NUNGARIN BLAZE 

Or a fortuitous fire in the wheatbelt. 
  

(Extract from West Australian Feb 21 1946) 
 
 
NUNGARIN BLAZE.  - 200,000 Pounds Ordinance Loss 
 
Flames which shot 200 feet into the air and made a fiery beacon visible 40 miles away, destroyed 
200, 000 pounds worth of army stores at Nungarin Ordinance Depot on Tuesday night. 
Throughout yesterday, continuing combustion kept the store shed still glowing white hot as 
salvage squads continued to pour water into ruins too hot to allow close investigation of one the 
most costly fires in this State. Tyres, vehicle engine, lighting plants, artillery pieces and generators, 
were consumed in the fire, the cause of which is to be subject to a military enquiry. A guard has 
been placed over the ruins. 
 
The Ordinance Depot at Nungarin (187 miles from Perth and 20 miles north of Merredin ) is the 
largest in the state and was set up during the war to hold all the stores which the army would have 
needed had it been required to take to the field .  The several huge sheds were disposed over a 
wide area immediately against the township of Nungarin from which it was separated by barbed 
wire fencing. 
 
The enormous heat generated by the fire kept fire fighting teams at a distance and were helpless 
to control the fire. Fortunately it was a calm night, for when the nearby petrol oil and lubricants 
store caught fire the fire fighters were able to put out the flames and prevent a recurrence . 
Searing up to 200 feet in height, the flames made a beacon in the sky visible 40 miles away. 
Farmers from great distances, believing the town was in danger if not actually in flames, drove in 
to give assistance and stayed to watch the blaze with the rest of the townsfolk for the greater part 
of the night . It was 6 am when the flames died down, leaving what had been valuable material a 
heap of glowing rubble. The store, measuring 650 feet by 350 feet had a concrete floor over 
portions of which wooden decking had been built. Its walls 50 feet high, and roof were of iron. 
 
Only the previous day some 3000 motor tyres had been taken into the store . The flames reduced 
them beyond recognition . Other items included a number of eight cylinder engines , lighting plants 
and two pounder guns . A complete list of the contents is not available at this time but the total 
value of the building and contents has been placed semi officially at about 200,000 pounds . 
 
Note…..Rumours still persist today as to the reason for the fire starting , one rumour is that tyres 
were missing from the inventory and other tyres were cut in half to make up the numbers in the 
tyre rows. Maybe with the new tyres coming in the tyre rows would have been disturbed thus 
disclosing the dummy tyres. 
 
This article was found during some house renovations by builder Robert Hyde (Truck Club) and 
passed on to Jim Sewell back in 2007.. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
https://www.stangnet.com/mustang-forums/threads/video-please-help-diagnose-my-vacuum-
gauge-reading.869355/  
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Perentie Long Range Patrol Vehicles at work in the desert 

 
 

 
A Military Section weekend visit to the Fremantle Army Museum in 2010. 

The late Jack McRoberts at the wheel of his Dodge weapons carrier. 
 
 
 
A very short newsletter this month, I know, but we spent July river cruising through Europe 
and did not see one military vehicle to justify the trip. I might have to try again one day.  

Thanks to Paul for holding the fort and I'll be back at the August meeting………..Murray. 
 

 Sign advertising a local tavern in the town of Navi Sad, Serbia. 


