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Military Section meetings are held at the VCCofWA clubrooms at 265 
Hale Rd. near Tonkin Highway, Wattle Grove, on the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning at 8pm. Anyone with an ex-military vehicle of any era or 
country, or an interest in them, would be welcome to attend any meeting 
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 The Royal Australian Artillery Barracks  
Cantonment Hill, Fremantle 

 
Sites of commemoration include not only monuments, but also sites where young men and women 
worked and trained to protect their loved ones. One such site is the Royal Australian Artillery 
Barracks at Fremantle, known familiarly as Victoria Barracks or the Artillery Barracks, and home of 
the Western Australian Army Museum. 
 
Located on Cantonment Hill, the Barracks were constructed in two phases between 1910 and 
1913 for the Commonwealth, to a design by Hillson Beasley of the Western Australian Public 
Works Department. Built of red brick and "Cottesloe Stone" (quarried from the area bounded by 
Eric, Marmion, Broome and Napier Streets) in Federation Free Classical Style, they were 
designed to house some 120 men and officers of the Artillery Corps. 
 
Two artillery forts had been constructed in Fremantle in the decade after Federation. One was 
located at Arthur Head (Arthur Fort, constructed 1907) as an examination battery with the task of 
interdicting shipping attempting to enter the harbour without proper authorisation, while the other 
at North Fremantle (Forrest Fort, constructed 1908) was a training centre for the Royal Australian 
Garrison Artillery. Neither fort had any associated land suitable for building barracks, and a site 
between the two was required. 
 
Cantonment Hill, with its elevated 
location near the river and partially 
owned by the Commonwealth 
already, became the proposed site 
although the choice was not 
approved of by all. 
Group of gunners near front entrance to 
Artillery Barracks, c1911-1914 

 The land on the top of the hill, known 
then as Hospital Hill Reserve, was a 
popular picnic spot with Fremantle 
residents. Several objectors noted 
that Fremantle had a lack of public 
reserves for quiet recreation, and 
doubted the utility of Barracks so distant from either of the forts they would serve. Even the 
Commandant, Commonwealth Military Forces, WA had doubts about the location, which he 
addressed in a letter to the Secretary of Defence in 1907! 
 
Despite these concerns the acquisition of the land went ahead, and the first contract to build was 
let in 1910. In this first phase a Barracks for 40 men, Orderly Room, Guard Room, Quarter Store, 
separate Kitchen block and Gymnasium was built, facing on to the parade ground. While waiting 
for their splendid new quarters they camped in tents at the bottom of the street. Three years later a 
second Barracks block, Married Quarters, Officers Quarters and a Hospital, all in complementary 
style, had also been completed. 

At the outbreak of war in August 1914 there was no general military hospital in Western Australia. 
A section of 22nd Field Ambulance, an Australian Army Medical Corps militia unit, was stationed 
at Artillery Barracks and a small clearing station and hospital was established.  It could only 
accommodate around 50 cases and was soon overtaxed, treating dozens of young recruits from 



 
the training camp at Blackboy Hill sick with infectious diseases such as mumps and scarlet 
fever.   During 1915 the 8th Australian General Hospital (8 AGH) was established in Fremantle and 
commenced to receive patients from overseas. The clearing station and hospital at the barracks 
were discontinued and personnel and patients transferred to 8 AGH. 

In July 1916, when hundreds of casualties from the Western Front were being returned to 
Australia, the barracks became a “Details Camp” and a rehabilitation hospital. This was for the 
reception of men discharged from hospital and awaiting discharge from the AIF or return to full 
duty. Accommodation limits were soon reached and this facility was transferred to Karrakatta in 
December 1916. 

During World War One, the barracks 
was also the site of an internment 
camp. Enemy aliens, mostly men from 
countries of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire and not naturalised as British 
citizens, were brought to the barracks 
for assessment by staff of Army 
Intelligence.  They were retained at the 
barracks temporarily before being 
moved to an internment camp 
established on Rottnest Island. After 
the Rottnest Island Camp closed in 
November 1915, most of the internees 

were transferred to camps in the Eastern States or released on parole. The barracks was then 
used as the site of internment of those subsequently arrested. 

Between the Wars a number of working structures, such as sheds and garages were built, and in 
1928 a wooden signal tower was constructed to take over from the signal station at Arthur Head. 
Men from the Barracks were involved in the construction of the fort at Rottnest in 1936, during 
which time communication was maintained by heliograph between Cantonment Hill and the 
Rottnest site. The Barracks also trained the regular contingent which supported the CMF manning 
the Albany Fort. 

During World War Two, with Fremantle Harbour the home of the biggest submarine fleet in the 
Southern Hemisphere, the barracks was a main base of work and accommodation for home 
defence personnel, now including women soldiers.  An underground command post with a number 
of tunnels was constructed under Cantonment Hill.  From 1944 to 1945 the barracks was the 
Headquarters of Fremantle Fortress. 

In 1946 Major General Whitelaw took up residence in the Commanding Officer's Quarters "Gun 
House", built in the 1913 construction phase.  This resulted in a tradition in which the Senior 
Serving Officer in Western Australia lives at " Gun House", although it has not been always been 
seen as suitable for the purpose by its occupants. "Gun House" was renovated to create more 
modern living conditions in 1994. 
 
The wooden signal tower was replaced with a masonry building in 1956 and leased to the 
Fremantle Harbour Trust. The construction of the large silos at the Port of Fremantle eight years 
later obstructed the view and lead to the construction of an observation site on top of one of the 
silos by the Harbour Authority. 
 
The gradual sell off of property by the Commonwealth saw the potential for the site to be sold for 
development in 1987, but concerns about relocating several Units based at the Barracks meant 



 
this did not continue at that time. In 1993 the Australian Property Group prepared a development 
concept plan. Rumours of possible sell offs or long term leases of the property continue to abound. 

Artillery Units located at the Barracks 

1911        Royal Australian Garrison Artillery (RAGA) 
1921        11 Battery, RAGA 
1927        11 Heavy Battery, Royal Australian Artillery 
1936         3 Heavy Brigade, Royal Australian Artillery (Comprising of 6 and 11 Heavy Batteries) 
1950s       27 Coast regiment, 25 Medium Coast Battery, 24 Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, RAA 
There were no Artillery personnel serving at the Barracks after 1963. 

Other Units located at the Barracks between 1950 and 1995 

These include units of both CMF (later Army Reserve) and Regular Army 

 3 Transport Squadron, Royal Australian Engineers 
 Western Command Fortress Signal Troop, Royal Australian Corps of Signals 
 Western Command Field Survey Section (later 5 Field Survey Squadron), Royal Australian 

Survey Corps 
 HQ 5 Cadet Brigade and HQ 32 Cadet Battalion 
 4 Water Transport Troop, Royal Australian Engineers 
 113 Infantry Workshops, Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 
 10 Company, Royal Australian Army Service Corps 
 Australian Army Canteens Service 
 11 Field Security Section (later 11 Counter Intelligence Section), Australian Intelligence 

Corps 
 7 Field Ambulance, Royal Australian Army Medical Corps 
 5 Dental Unit, Royal Australian Army Dental Corps 
 5 Pay Corps Unit, Royal Australian Army Pay Corps 
 5 Electrical and Mechanical Engineer Services, Royal Australian Electrical and Mechanical 

Engineers 
 Western Australian University Regiment 

 The Artillery Barracks site was placed on the Register of the National Estate in 1982. After 
relocating to Artillery Barracks from "Dillhorn", the Army Museum opened its first gallery in the 
barracks in 1995 and in 2004 was granted a licence by the Department of Defence to occupy the 
site for 25 years with an option to renew for a further 25 years. The Barracks and associated 
buildings have been on the Register of the National Estate since 1982. They were classified by the 
National Trust in 1980. 

Between 1995 and 2008 the Army Museum shared the barracks with the Western Australian 
University Regiment (WAUR), an Army Reserve Officer Training unit. With the relocation of WAUR 
at the end of 2008 the museum was given approval to expand and occupy those parts of the site 
vacated by WAUR in accordance with the above licence agreement. 

THE ARTILLERY BARRACKS CAN BE VISITED WHEN THE ARMY MUSEUM IS OPEN, 
BETWEEN 1 AND 4.30 SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AND 11 TO 3 ON WEDNESDAY. 
The information in this article was taken from the National Trust Assessment File, which includes a 
Conservation Report, by Considine and Griffiths ( March 1996), a Heritage Council Assessment 
Report and a report by the Commonwealth Department of Works (1972) 

It was written by Lise Summers, a member of the Defence Heritage Committee of the National 

Trust of Australia (WA) who served as Army Reservist between 1980 and 1985 and is an archivist at 
the State Records Office of Western Australia, with added information from the Fremantle Army 
Museum website. 



 
 
 

MILITARY SECTION CALENDAR AS AT APRIL 2017 

 
 

 
                                                                                              
Ric Davies got his iThingy working and shares with us 
Anzac day in Three Springs, both above, and Carnamah, 
left.  The weather there was as good as it was in Perth. 
 
Word from Dean Shekell is that  Anzac Day went 
smoothly down in Albany with four vehicles, his champ, 
Michael Cooper's champ, Dodge weapons carrier, and CJ 
1 jeep, usually they muster a couple of other vehicles too 
but these have moved on to owners in far away places, 
Perth maybe 



 

JIM's JAUNT #4  At 8am on Monday May 8th Jim, little John, and myself, met at the lakes 

with a Perentie, Series 3, and, I'm ashamed to say, my Land Cruiser. Travelling on we met up with 
Gary in his Perentie & trailer containing what amounted to an IGA grocery store, and Hugh 
Tomlinson riding his series 2a which has done close to half a million kilometers, much of it with 
Hugh who has owned it for about 35 years. 
 Between then and midday Friday, we roamed north from Southern Cross as far as the 
Menzies-Everton road, most of it on little, unmaintained tracks while we checked out a multitude of 
large, very large, and huge, rock formations, plus many soaks and hills. We spent two nights 
camped at the base of Gulbangan Hill and, on the intervening day, mounted an assault on the hill 
itsel,f travelling up the sometimes hair-raising Ridge road to the summit itself. The view from that 
was simply stunning with the neighbouring peaks of the Helena and Aurora ranges standing out in 
the vast flat plain. 
 On Friday Hugh, little John, and myself headed for home while Jim and Gary went on to 
check out Pigeon rock, and Dimers, before heading home themselves. 
 The usual nighttime fire and meandering conversations provoked much laughter and many 
of the world's problems were solved but fortunately forgotten the following morning. 

 
Perenties and Series 2A looking relatively clean in Quairading before leaving the bitumen. 

  
                                         Views from the top of Gulbangan Hill 

 
                        Spacious camping ground at the base of the H & A Range 



 
  
 
 
 

 
 

THE MID-WEST HAS IT ALL  

 

The 2017 Mid West WA trip is approximately 2300km long, over 13 days, starting at Tandara 
Farm (R & V Davies) Coorow and following the map above in an anticlockwise direction. 
We should see:- 
 
 Rocks   Wildflowers  Monsignor Hawes architecture 
 Breakaways  Droving Tracks Garnet and Lead mines 
 Gorges  Rivers   Travel the Rabbit Proof Fence 
 Gnamma holes POW Dam  Abandoned towns 
 
You may wish to bring your passport as we hope to venture outside of Australia (don't worry if you 
don't have one as the Prince will issue a visa) 
 
We plan to meet at Tandara on Saturday 26th August and leave on Sunday 27th. 
Fuel requirement will be approx 500km. 
 

If you are interested in joining us please contact Ric on 0427995211 or ricdavies1@me.com 

 

This will be the touring event of the year for old army truck buffs 
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                            Previous Mid-West runs in 2008 and 2014 
 
 
 
Gary Schluter and Hugh Tomlinson, both retired RAN C.P.Os will be demonstrating naval 
manoeuvres in their Land Rovers in the Pt. Culver – Israelite Bay area during the week beginning 
July 2nd.  There are some wonderful tracks and historic buildings in the area and the beaches are 
amongst the world's best. 
This will not be a hurried trip as Gary's Perentie, with trailed IGA store, stops every two hours for a 
simple 3 course meal. It will truly be a relaxed scenic wander.  
If you have a mind to tag along, let Gary know at garyrover@hotmail.com  
Or Hugh at tomlinso@bigpond.net.au 
. 
 

 
NORTH AUSTRALIAN OBSERVER UNIT MOUNTED PATROL IN THE KIMBERLEY 1943 
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