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Family Staphylinidae, subfamily Scydmaeninae 
Key to British genera and species 

 
References 
The source of this translation can be found at http://www.coleo-
net.de/coleo/texte/scydmaenidae.htm and linked pages.  The German keys are 
derived from earlier work by Franz, Besuchet and Ganglbauer.  Translated by Mike 
Hackston and reproduced here with the kind permission of Dr Arved Lompe.   
  
Small or very small beetles; length in central European species between 0.7 and 2.3 mm.  Antennae 
inserted in front of or between the eyes, 11-segmented, usually with larger terminal segments, which 
form a club.  Maxillary palps well developed, 4-segmented; third segment enlarged and fourth 
segment small.  Elytra completely cover the abdomen or just the pygidium is partly or fully exposed.  
Epipleura not divided by a ridge.  Tarsi 5-segmented.  Underneath the abdomen consists of six visible 
segments.  Aedeagus well developed and chitinised, very variable in structure. 
 
The species are found particularly in moss and damp habitats, but also on mature, rotting timber and 
under bark and stones; a few species are restricted to ants’ nests.  Larvae and adults feed on mites.  
The subfamily is much richer in species in the Mediterranean Basin.  For certain identification of 
species it is often necessary to dissect the male abdomen and examine the form of the aedeagus.  
The aedeagus can often be seen from below through the last segment of the abdomen as a darker 
area. 

 
Checklist of genera   
From the Checklist of Beetles of the British Isles, 2012 edition, edited by A. G. Duff.  
(Available from www.coleopterist.org.uk/checklist.htm).  This lists 32 species in 9 
genera   
 
Tribe EUTHEIINI Casey, 1897 
Genus EUTHEIA Stephens, 1830 
Genus EUTHICONUS Reitter, 1881/2 
 
Tribe CEPHENNIINI Reitter, 1882 
Genus CEPHENNIUM Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822 
 
Tribe CYRTOSCYDMINI Schaufuss, 1889 
Genus EUCONNUS Thomson, C.G., 1859 
Genus MICROSCYDMUS Saulcy & Croissandeau, 1893 
Genus NEURAPHES Thomson, C.G., 1859 378 
Genus SCYDMORAPHES Reitter, 1891 
Genus STENICHNUS Thomson, C.G., 1859 
 
Tribe SCYDMAENINI Leach, 1815 
Genus SCYDMAENUS Latreille, 1802 

 
Image Credits 
 
Unless otherwise indicated the photographs of whole beetles in this key are reproduced from the 
Iconographia Coleopterorum Poloniae, with permission kindly granted by Lech Borowiec.  
  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://www.coleo-net.de/coleo/texte/scydmaenidae.htm
http://www.coleo-net.de/coleo/texte/scydmaenidae.htm
http://www.coleopterist.org.uk/checklist.htm


Creative Commons.  © Mike Hackston (2017) English translation from the 

German by Mike Hackston, original from Dr Arved Lompe (2011), translation 
reproduced here with permission. 

 

Subfamily Scydmaeninae 
Key to British genera and species 

 
1 First segment of the antennae without an incision at the tip.  Episterna of the 

metathorax covered by the elytra, or scarcely visible when viewed from the side, 
divided from the rest of the metathorax by a ridge.  Outer edge of the hind coxae 
elongated, reaching the edge of the elytra or almost so.  ....................................2 

 
  
 
  
 First segment of the antennae with 

a clear incision.  Episterna of the 
metathorax not covered by the 
elytra and divided from the rest of 
the metathorax by a deep furrow.  
Outer edge of the hind coxae not 
elongated, ending far short of the 
edge of the elytra.  Temples (area 
of head behind the eyes) long.  
Tribe Scydmaenini. ...................... 

 .......... Genus Scydmaenus  
 2 British species 
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2 Pronotum about as wide as the elytra; middle of base 
with neither a transverse furrow or a cavity.  Back of 
head retracted into the prothorax up to the back margin 
of the eyes; head not narrowing behind the eyes.  Tribe 
Cephenniini. ................................................................... 

 ........... Cephennium gallicum 
 Photograph © U Schmidt (2009) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum distinctly narrower than the elytra; pronotum normally with a 

transverse or longitudinal furrow or cavities at the base.  Back of head always 
narrowing.  Eyes more or less clearly placed in front of the front margin of the 
pronotum.  ........................................................................................................3 
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3 Pygidium not covered by the elytra.  Fourth segment of 
the maxillary palp blunt, usually small, sometimes 
indistinct.  Hind coxae broadly divided.  Tribe Euthiini.  

 .......................................................................................4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pygidium covered by the elytra, or (exceptionally) just the tip is uncovered.  

Fourth segment of the maxillary palp usually relatively well-developed, slender.  
Hind coxae closer together.  Tribe Stenichnini. ....................................................5 
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4 Upper surface of the head concave between the eyes.  
Pronotum with four depressions at the base.  Tips of the 
elytra rounded.   Fourth segment of the maxillary 
segment not visible, embedded in the third; tip of the 
third segment sheared off at the tip and open.  .............. 

 .......... Euthiconus conicicollis  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 Upper surface of the head between the eyes convex or 

flat.  Pronotum with five depressions at the base.  Tips of 
the elytra appear sheared off.  Fourth segment of the 
maxillary palps and its linkage with the third visible. ........ 

 .......... Genus Eutheia  
 5 British species 
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5 Head moderately constricted at the base; neck wider - 2/3 
to 3/4 the breadth of the head level with the eyes.  
Temples short.  Hind coxae narrowly divided. .................6
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Head strongly constricted at the base; neck 

narrower - at most half as wide as the head 
level with the eyes.  Temples long. ............8 
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6 Pronotum distinctly bordered at the sides at least in the basal half and normally 
with a transverse furrow just before the base. .....................................................7 

  
 
 
 Pronotum not bordered at the sides and 

normally with numerous depressions before 
the base.  Basal cavities of the elytra not 
hairy. ........................................................... 

 .......... Genus Stenichnus  
 7 British species,  
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7 Pronotum almost always with a distinct longitudinal 
keel in the middle before the base, or with a clear 
interruption of the basal transverse furrow.  Basal 
cavities of the elytra hairy. ....................................... 

 .......... Genus Neuraphes  
 6 British species 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum without a keel or an 

interruption in the basal transverse 
furrow.  Basal cavities of the elytra 
bare. .............................................. 

 .......... Genus Scydmoraphes  
 2 British species  
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8 Length 0.9 mm. or less.  Hind coxae 
narrowly divided.  Antennae with a 
clearly differentiated 3-segmented club. .. 

 .......... Genus Microscydmus  
 2 British species  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Length 1.2 mm. or more.  Hind coxae relatively broadly 

divided.  Antennae with 3-4 larger segments at the tip 
forming a looser, less distinct club. ................................ 

 .......... Genus Euconnus  
 7 British species  
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Genus Euconnus 
 
Genus EUCONNUS Thomson, C.G., 1859 
 Subgenus Cladoconnus Reitter 1909 
  denticornis (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 Subgenus Euconnus  
  fimetarius (Chaudoir, 1845) 
  hirticollis (Illiger, 1798) 
  rutilipennis (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 Subgenus Napochus 
  duboisi Méquignon, 1929 
  pragensis (Machulka, 1923) 
 Subgenus Neonapochus 
  maeklinii (Mannerheim, 1844) 
 
 
1 Pronotum broadest at the base, narrowing conically 

towards the front; without or with a small basal depression 
at the side; sometimes with a basal furrow.  Antennae with a 
large 4-segmented club.  ...................................................2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum rounded at the sides, narrowing more strongly 

towards the front margin than towards the base; always 
with basal depressions. ...................................................4 
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2 Males with the second to last segment of the club normal 
on the underside, without a projection.  Subgenus 
Napochus. .....................................................................3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Males with the basal three segments of the club short, 

but with distinct pointed processes. ............................. 
 .......... Euconnus (Neonapochus) maeklinii 
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3 Club of antennae smaller.  Elytra more distinctly hairy.  Reddish-yellow with the 
head and pronotum darker.  Relatively broader. .................................................. 

 ........... Euconnus duboisi 
 
 
 
 
 Club of antennae relatively larger and body slimmer.  Elytra 

less hairy. ............................................................................. 
 .......... Euconnus pragensis 
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4 Pronotum with a small keel in the middle of the basal 
furrow.  Antennae with a large 4-segmented club, the 
8th and 9th segments in the male with projecting 
corners.  ...................................................................... 

 .......... Euconnus (Cladoconnus) denticornis 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum without a median keel in the basal furrow.  Segments 8 and 9 of the 

male antennae unremarkable.  Subgenus Euconnus. ........................................5 
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5 Length 2 mm.  Black with dark reddish elytra and 
reddish-brown extremities.  Femora and antennal club 
darkened.  Head not oval, but conically extended 
backwards.  Antennae long and slender; segments of 
the club much longer than broad.  Pronotum somewhat 
longer than broad.  ......................................................... 

 .......... Euconnus rutilipennis  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Length 1.4-1.6 mm.  Usually uniformly black in colour; antennae, tibiae and tarsi 

reddish brown.  Pronotum not longer than broad. ...............................................6 
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6 Plump species with shortly oval elytra.  Antennae long 
and narrow with segments 3-7 two to three times as 
long as broad and all segments of the club longer than 
wide. ............................................................................. 

 .......... Euconnus hirticollis  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 More slender species with somewhat longer oval elytra.  

Antennae with segments 3-6 scarcely 1.5 times as long 
as broad; 8th and 9th segments almost as broad as long; 
10th segment slightly broader than long. ......................... 

 .......... Euconnus fimetarius  
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Genus Microscydmus 
 
 
1 Length 0.85-0.9 mm.  Usually dark brown with the 

extremities pale yellowish.  Antennae elongated with the 
second segment almost twice as long as wide; club loose 
and shorter than segments 3-7 combined.  Eyes more 
prominent.  Pronotum as long as wide, broadest a little 
behind half way, distinctly convex in section and with four 
closely spaced depressions near the base which are 
similar in size; hind angles obtuse.  Elytra with quite long 
and sharply defined humps on the humeri. ......................  

 .......... Microscydmus nanus 
 
 
 
 
 Smaller species , length 0.7-0.8 mm.  Pale yellowish brown 

to brownish-yellow, the extremities somewhat paler.  
Antennae more compact, the second segment 1.5 times as 
long as broad; segments 3-7 combined scarcely longer than 
the large 3-segmented club.  Eyes less prominent.  
Pronotum distinctly convex with four depressions at the 
base, the middle two of which are more distinct than the 
lateral ones.  Elytra with more weakly defined humeral 
humps. .................................................................................. 

 .......... Microscydmus minimus 
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Genus Neurophes 
 
Subgenus Neuraphes Thomson, C.G. 1859 
 angulatus (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 carinatus (Mulsant & Rey, 1861) 
 elongatulus (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 talparum Lokay, 1921 
Subgenus Pararaphes Reitter, 1891 
 plicicollis Reitter, 1879 
 praeteritus Rye, 1872 
 

 
1 Top of the head with a coarse puncture on each side near 

the eyes.  Subgenus Neuraphes. ....................................2 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Head without punctures between the eyes.  Subgenus Pararaphes. ..................5 
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2 Pronotum relatively coarsely and densely punctured, 
the middle ridge extending from the base, well 
towards the front.  Male without distinctive features 
towards the tip of the elytra.  Brownish black with the 
antennae and legs paler.  Length 1.4-1.5 mm. ............ 

 .......... Neuraphes elongatulus 
  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum smooth with or very fine and scattered punctures; middle ridge not 

reaching far forwards from the base.  Male with or without distinctive features 
towards the tip of the elytra. .................................................................................3 
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3 Pronotum laterally with dense, long, upwardly-
curving hairs along the sloping front part.  Blackish-
brown species with paler antennae and legs.  Larger 
species 1.7-1.8 mm. ................................................. 

 ........... Neuraphes angulatus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Pronotum without noticeable long hairs along the margin of the sloping front 

section. .........................................................................................................4 
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4 Elytra in males with a weak furrow-like depressions each 
side of the suture towards the tip; immediately before the 
tip there is a rounded puncture which is open to the rear. 
Chestnut-brown, with paler antennae and legs.  Length 
1.2-1.4 mm. ...................................................................... 

 ........... Neuraphes carinatus  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 Elytra of males without particular features towards the tip.  A more robustly-built 

species with a yellowish-brown or blackish-brown coloration.  Length 1.2-1.4 
mm. ........................................................................................................................ 

 ........... Neuraphes talparum 
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5 Elytra of males with a group of short, dense, 
short hairs towards the tip but well away from 
the suture.  Eyes large, relatively more 
projecting.  Pronotum longer than broad, 
shining and strongly convex.  Elytra broadly 
ovate and coarsely punctured, with long, 
distinctly raised humeral folds and long oblique 
hairs.  Brownish-red.  Length 1.3 mm.  
Aedeagus bag-shaped with a C-shaped 
chitinous structure extended at both ends into 

 long shallow arcs. ............................................. 
 .......... Neuraphes plicicollis 
 
 
 
 
 Elytra of the male with a distinct long furrow alongside the suture, 

forming a longitudinal keel between.  Elytra with a small puncture 
or a pimple before the tip close to the suture.  Chestnut-brown with 
the tip of the abdomen reddish-yellow.  Length 1.3-1.35 mm.  
Aedeagus robust, only about one third longer than broad without 
such a chitinous structure. ............................................................... 

 .......... Neuraphes praeteritus  
 Pronotum without a keel in the middle extending from the base.   
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Genus Scydmoraphes 

 
 helvolus (Schaum, 1844) 
  sparshalli (Denny, 1825) 

 
1 Larger species, over 1.3 mm.  Head flattened towards the 

front so that the tubercles above the antennae appear 
distinctly raised.  Reddish brown species with the 
antennae and legs rather paler.  Aedeagus, viewed from 
above, rather oval in outline.  Within the preputal sac is a 
broad U-shaped chitinous bar with the ends drawn back 
in sharp points; the arms of the U are short and distinctly 
divergent.  In front of this bar is an area with numerous 
minute teeth. ..................................................................... 

 .......... Scydmoraphes sparshalli 
 Scattered records northwards to south Yorkshire. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Smaller species, 1.15-1.3 mm.  Head at most only weakly 

flattened towards the front so that the tubercles above the 
antennae are flatter although still distinct.  Aedeagus with the 
arms of the chitinous bar in the preputal sac more or less 
parallel; the arms are shorter than the transverse section and 
have only very short points at their tips. ................................... 

 .......... Scydmoraphes helvolus 
 England and Wales northwards to Yorkshire. 
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Genus Stenichnus 
 
Characterised by 

 the head which is only moderately constricted towards the base 

 the flat vertex without impressions 

 the antennae which are gradually thickened towards the tip 

 the pronotum which is heart-shaped rather than evenly rounded 

 the form of the aedeagus  
 

barnevillei (Reitter, 1884) 
bicolor (Denny, 1825) 

 collaris (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 godarti (Latreille, 1806) 
 poweri (Fowler, 1884) 
 pusillus (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 scutellaris (Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822) 
 
Reference: A G Duff (2016) The Coleopterist 25(3): 115-117.  The status of Stenichnus 
poweri and S. barnevillei. 
 

  
1 Front femora of the male laterally compressed and 

broadening towards the tip then suddenly tapering to the 
point of attachment of the tibia, forming a right angle or 
an acute angle. ..............................................................2 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 Front femora in both sexes (more clearly in males) broadening towards the tip, 

but with the upper surface rounded. .....................................................................3 
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2 Front femora in males with the tip more strongly extended, 
truncate and forming a right angle.  Larger species, 1.4-1.5 
mm.  Blackish brown, rarely dark reddish brown; legs and 
antennae reddish-brown, femora usually darkened.  
Antennae only slightly broadening towards the tip.  Head 
relatively small, the breadth (including the eyes) narrower 
than the base of the pronotum; head and pronotum smooth 
and shining.  Elytra shortly oval, with scattered but usually 
relatively coarse punctures and relatively long hairs, the hairs 
somewhat prostrate.  Aedeagus twice as long as wide, 
constricted slightly before half its length; tip rounded into an 
even curve.  Back from the ostium extend two spoon-shaped to 
triangular chitinous plates and at the other end are two clubbed 
chitinous structures. .................................................................... 

 .......... Stenichnus scutellaris   
 
 
 Front femora in males extended at the tip, the upper surface 

forming a distinct tooth lying at an acute angle to the axis of the 
femur.  Smaller species, 1.25-1.35 mm.  Pitch-black species with 
the antennae and legs dark for the most part, only the palps and 
tarsi are paler, although the base of the tibia and the antennae are 
slightly so.  Antennae becoming comparatively broader towards 
the tip.  Head relatively broader, the breadth (including the convex 
eyes) as wide as the base of the pronotum.  Pronotum rather 
longer than broad (ratio 7:4), broadest at the front third.  Elytra 
relatively longer oval, clearly and coarsely punctured with relatively long, 
obliquely-directed hairs.  Aedeagus scarcely 1.5 times as long as broad, the 
apical part only weakly constricted.  Ventral wall of the penis with a trapezoid 
chitinous plate which projects over the ostium. ......................................................  

 ........... Stenichnus pusillus 
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2 Larger species, 1.8-2.0 mm., robust and distinctly convex 
in section.  Greatest breadth 0.8-0.85 mm.  Pronotum 
broadest at the front third, distinctly narrowing towards the 
base.  Reddish brown. ....................................................... 

 ........... Stenichnus godarti 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Smaller species, less than 1.7 mm.  Usually less strongly convex and not as 

robust. ..................................................................................................................3 
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3 Larger, rather elongate species, 1.55-1.70 mm.  Pronotum 
longer than wide, parallel-sided towards the base or only 
slightly tapering; often with a row of punctures as well as the 
six pits.  Elytra towards the front usually with rows of tiny 
punctures including one alongside the suture which is often in 
a slight furrow and is therefore conspicuous.  Usually black but 
sometimes blackish-brown with the antennae and legs reddish 
brown.  Aedeagus with a sharp point.  A very elongate narrow 
chitinous plate extends from the back edge reaching over the 
ventral wall towards the tip. ......................................... 

 ........... Stenichnus collaris 
 The commonest species of the genus in Europe. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 Smaller or more compact species.  Pronotum not longer than wide.  Elytra very 

rarely with punctures in rows alongside the suture (if such are present then they 
are not set in shallow grooves).  Aedeagus with a rounded point or sharply-
pointed (if sharply-pointed then body less than 1.35 mm.). .................................4 

 
  
 
 
 
 
  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Creative Commons.  © Mike Hackston (2017) English translation from the 

German by Mike Hackston, original from Dr Arved Lompe (2011), translation 
reproduced here with permission. 

 

4 Pronotum with a transverse furrow near the base with 
the basal punctures not sharply marked within it.  Length 
1.25-1.35 mm, relatively slender.  Blackish-brown with 
the head and pronotum usually rather darker than the 
elytra; legs and antennae reddish-brown.  Elytra 
elongate-oval with hairs that lie on the surface.  
Aedeagus with a sharp projecting point.  The ventral side 
of the capsule is extended as a square tab-like chitinous 
plate.  Parameres with numerous sensory hairs at and 
before the tip. .................................................................. 

 ........... Stenichnus bicolor 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 Pronotum without a transverse furrow near the base and 

with the six basal punctures clear (sometimes a few 
additional ones).  Length usually more than 1.35 mm.  If 
smaller than this then the antennae are more compact with 
segments 3-5 scarcely longer than wide and segments 6-7 
not longer than wide.  1.3-1.4 mm.  Elytra with fine 
punctures.  Tip of the aedeagus never prolonged into a 
sharp tip but rounded sometimes with a notch.  Chitinous plate rather oval and 
notched at the tip.  Parameres with the sensory hairs at the tip only. ................5 
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5 Hairs upright; dark reddish-brown species.  Antennae and legs 
reddish-yellow.  Head large, as wide as the pronotum towards its 
base.   Antennae elongate with the middle segments including the 
7th segment, clearly longer than wide.  Length 1.3 mm.  Aedeagus 
rounded at the tip; genital capsule differing in slight details. .......... 

 .......... Stenichnus barnevillei 
 Recorded from the Scilly Isles from nests of cormorants and gulls.   For a long time 

regarded as a synonym of poweri. 

 
 
 
 Hairs more lying on the surface; pitchy-black 

species. Antennae and legs reddish-yellow.  
Head smaller, not as wide as the pronotum 
near the base.  Antennae more compact often 
with the segments not longer than wide from 
the sixth segment onwards.  Tip of the 
aedeagus notched corresponding to the notch 
in the chitinous plate. ....................................... 

 .......... Stenichnus poweri 
 Marshy habitats including on heathlands. 
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Genus Scydmaenus 
 
Subgenus CHOLERUS Thomson, C.G., 1859 
 rufus Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822 
Subgenus SCYDMAENUS Latreille, 1802 
 tarsatus Müller, P.W.J. & Kunze, 1822 
 
1 Pronotum with four clear cavities before the base.  Elytra with 

a clear furrow towards the base and an impression over the 
humeri.  Front and middle tarsi of the male clearly broadening 
(weakly so in females).  Eyes large.  Head and pronotum 
chestnut-brown, elytra rather paler.  Legs and antennae 
reddish-brown.  Quite densely covered with yellowish, rather 
upright hairs.  Temples a little longer than the diameter of the 
eye.  Frons and vertex evenly convex, smooth and shining.  
Pronotum as long as wide, distinctly rounded at the sides, 
narrowing more distinctly towards the front than to the rear; 
pronotum with four large pits at the base.  Elytra oval, evenly 
rounded towards the rear.  Wings fully-developed.  Legs robust, comparatively 
short.  Length 2.0-2.1 mm. ..................................................................................... 

 .......... Scydmaenus tarsatus 
 In rotting straw, compost and other plant material. 

 
  
 
 Pronotum without cavities before the base.  Elytra evenly 

flattened towards the base without impressions.  Front tarsi 
slightly broadening in males only.  Eyes comparatively 
small.  Pale yellowish red species.  Length 1.4 mm.  Whole 
upper surface shining with fine hairs that lie on the surface.  
Antennae relatively short, only a little longer than the head 
and pronotum combined.  Pronotum scarcely longer than 
wide with fine punctures.  Elytra more coarsely punctured 
with clear swellings on the shoulders. .................................. 

 .......... Scydmaenus rufus 
 In damp manure and compost and in rotting wood, often associated with ants. 
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Genus Eutheia 
Adapted from Joy (1932) 

 
formicetorum Reitter, 1881 
linearis Mulsant, 1861 
plicata (Gyllenhal, 1813) 
schaumii Kiesenwetter, 1858 
scydmaenoides Stephens, 1830 
 
 
1 Head with moderately large eyes with small, but distinct 

temples.  Length 1.6-1.8 mm.  Reddish-yellow species with 
the head and pronotum somewhat darker.  Segments 5-7 of 
the antennae as broad as long in males and slightly longer 
than wide in females. ............................................................ 

 .......... Eutheia plicata 
 Northwards to Lancashire.  Rare, sometimes associated with the ant Formica 

rufa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Head with large eyes which extend to the back of the head, so the temples are 

absent.  Length 1.1-1.5 mm. ................................................................................2 
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2 Antennae entirely pale.  Length 1.2-1.5 mm.  Males have the antennae with a 
clearly marked club; females have the antennae gradually thickening to the tip.  
Body reddish-yellow. ............................................................................................3 

 
 
 
 Antennae with the tip darkened.  Length 1.1-1.2 mm.  Darker in colour with the 

elytra sometimes lighter. ......................................................................................4 
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3 Head and pronotum darker than the elytra.  Pronotum with the 
punctures weaker than those on the elytra.  Length 1.3-1.5 mm.  

 .......... Eutheia schaumii 
 England northwards to Yorkshire, local. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Entirely reddish-yellow.  Punctures on the pronotum as strong as those on the 

elytra.  Male antennae with the segments of the club only slightly broader than 
long.  Length 1.2 mm. .......................................................................................... 

 .......... Eutheia formicetorum  
 Very rare in southern England. 

 
  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Creative Commons.  © Mike Hackston (2017) English translation from the 

German by Mike Hackston, original from Dr Arved Lompe (2011), translation 
reproduced here with permission. 

 

4 More flattened in section.  Punctures on the pronotum not as 
strong as those on the elytra.  Male antennae with a distinct 
club with segments 9-10 more distinctly broad compared to 
their length and with segment 9 broader compared to 
segment 8.  Female antennae only thickened towards the tip 
with segments 5-7 as long as broad. ..................................... 

 .......... Eutheia linearis  
 Very rare. 

 
 
 
 
 More rounded in section.  Punctures on the pronotum stronger 

than those on the elytra.  Antennae with a club in both sexes 
with segments 9-10 less distinctly broad compared to their 
length and with segment 9 narrower in proportion to segment 
8. ................................................................................................ 

 .......... Eutheia scydmaenoides  
 Local northwards to Yorkshire.  The most recorded species of the genus. 
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