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Genus Othius 
 
Source material: this key is translated and adapted for the British fauna by the author 
from Lompe A. (2009) Käfer Europas, published on line at 
http://coleonet.de/coleo/texte/othius.htm and linked pages.  Translated and 
reproduced here with his kind permission. 
 
For more detailed descriptions of species consult Lott & Anderson (2011), Handbooks for the 
identification of British Insects, volume 12 part 7 

 
Checklist of species 

From the Checklist of Beetles of the British Isles, 2012 edition, edited by A. G. Duff.  
Now updated and available from Pemberley Books. 
 
Genus OTHIUS Stephens, 1829 

angustus Stephens, 1833 
laeviusculus Stephens, 1833 
lapidicola Märkel & Kiesenwetter, 1848 
punctulatus (Goeze, 1777) 
subuliformis Stephens, 1833 

 

Note on the aedeagus (Othius punctulatus) 

 

If male specimens are soaked in hot 10% potassium hydroxide solution for 15 

minutes (or overnight in cold), the soft tissues are degraded.  The aedeagus is found 

at the tip of the abdomen and can be prised out by inserting a mounted needle in the 

end.  The aedeagus consists of a hollow rounded section (the aedeagal bulb) in 

which the endophallus usually sits.  During mating the endophallus is everted into 

the female opening for sperm transfer.  The endophallus is often extruded from the 

sac after vigorous treatment with potassium hydroxide.  Attached to the side of the 

sac are two parameres which are directed towards the rear.  Attached to the top of 

the sac is a narrower structure, the apical process or tube.  The endophallus has a 

pair of sclerotised teeth on one side.  The sac may have a furrow, ridge or line on the 

outside running from the parameres. 
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Genus Othius 
 

The species of this genus are very similar in general appearance to those of Gabrius 
particularly in their size and obvious shine.  The neck is at least half the width of the 
head.  The labrum divided into two lobes by a narrow incision.  The elytra are 
distinctly punctured and have no clear indication of a sutural stria.  Pronotum smooth 
with a row of three bristle-bearing punctures each side of the mid-line (contrasting 
with Gabrius which has 5-6).  The abdominal tergites have the normal furrow 
towards the base.  Outer edge of the hind tibiae spurred.  The species are found in 
leaf litter. 
 
 
1 Much larger species, length 9-13 mm.  Black or blackish brown 

with the elytra, antennae, maxillary palps and legs reddish.  Elytra 
dull due to a dense covering of microscopic punctures as well as 
the larger hair-bearing punctures. .................................................. 

 .......... Othius punctulatus 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Much smaller species, never over 7.5 mm and otherwise coloured. .................2 
 
 
 
  

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/legalcode


© Mike Hackston 2019 translated and adapted from Lompe (2009)  
 

2 Pronotum smooth and shining, lacking microscopic sculpture.  Head much 
shorter than the elytra, longish oval, narrower and shorter than the pronotum.  
Pronotum rather narrower than the elytra; elytra at least as long as the 
pronotum.  Black or brownish black with the elytra brown.  Antennae brown 
towards the tip.  Legs yellow.  Length 5-6 mm. ...................................................... 

 .......... Othius laeviusculus 
 Widely distributed in the British Isles. 

 
 
 Pronotum with a clear microscopic sculpture consisting of transverse waves (like 

a fingerprint) or a transverse mesh.  Head and elytra about equal in length.  
Elytra shorter than the pronotum. ......................................................................3 
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3 Head long oval, clearly narrower than the elytra and also narrower 
than the pronotum.  Aedeagus tapering to a rounded tip with a 
broadening median furrow between two long-rectangular 
processes. ...................................................................................... 

 .......... Othius angustus 
 Widely distributed in the British Isles. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Head short oval or roundly rectangular, scarcely narrower than the pronotum.  

Aedeagus with a keel running back from between the base of the parameres or 
evenly rounded in section, without a median furrow. ..........................................4 
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4 Larger species, 6-7 mm.  The distance from the middle puncture on the 
pronotum to the front one is at least twice as much as the distance from the front 
puncture to the front margin.  Pitchy black with the elytra brown or pale 
yellowish-brown with an indistinct darker patch in the middle of each.  Antennae 
and legs reddish yellow.  Microscopic sculpture between the punctures on the 
frons forming a transverse mesh of cells, each of which are much longer than 
wide. ...................................................................................................................... 

  .......... Othius lapidicola 
 Only known from near the summit of Ben Lawers, Scotland. 

 
 
 Smaller species, 4.5-5.5 mm.  The front puncture on the 

pronotum is removed further from the front margin with the 
distance between it and the second puncture around twice its 
distance from the front margin.  Microscopic sculpture between 
the punctures on the frons forming a mesh of closed cells, each 
about as long as wide. ................................................................ 

 .......... Othius subuliformis  
 In nutrient-poor habitats such as heaths and woodland.  Widely distributed In the 

British Isles. 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/legalcode

