
   Creative Commons.  © Mike Hackston (2014) from Beck (1954) updated to current 

check list 
 
 

Family Scraptiidae 
 
Source material 
The keys are taken from the work of Buck (1954), Handbooks for the Identification of 
British Insects, Volume 5 part 9.  The terminology has been somewhat simplified and 
the nomenclature bought up to date. 
 

 
 
Check List 
From the Checklist of Beetles of the British Isles, 2012 edition, edited by A. G. Duff 
(available from www.coleopterist.org.uk/checklist.htm).   
Subfamily SCRAPTIINAE  
Genus SCRAPTIA Latreille, 1807 
 dubia (Olivier, 1790) 
 fuscula Müller, 1821 
 testacea Allen, 1940 
Subfamily ANASPIDINAE  
Genus ANASPIS Geoffroy, 1762 
 bohemica Schilsky, 1898 
 costai Emery, 1876 
 fasciata (Forster, 1771) 
 frontalis (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 garneysi Fowler, 1889 
 lurida Stephens, 1832 
 maculata (Geoffroy in Fourcroy, 1785) 
 pulicaria Costa, A., 1854 
 regimbarti Schilsky, 1895 
 rufilabris (Gyllenhal, 1827) 
 thoracica (Linnaeus, 1758) 
 
Image Credits 
The photographs of whole beetles in this key are reproduced from the Iconographia 
Coleopterorum Poloniae, with permission kindly granted by Lech Borowiec.  The line 
drawings are from Buck (1954)  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/uk/
http://www.coleopterist.org.uk/checklist.htm
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Family Scraptiidae 
Key to British species 

Adapted from Buck (1954) by Mike Hackston 

 
 
1 Hind tarsus about the same length as the hind tibia with first 

segment about half the length of the tibia.  Claws with at most 
rudimentary teeth.  Second to last segment of the tarsus 
bilobed.  Antennae with segments 4-11 elongate and segment 
7 no narrower than segment 10.  Subfamily Scraptiinae, genus 
Scraptia. ..................................................................................2 

 On or around rotting wood.  
 
 
 
 
 Hind tarsus much longer than the hind tibia with the first 

segment about as long as the tibia.  Claws usually with 
distinct teeth.  Second to last segment of the tarsus 
unlobed.  Antennae with segments 7-10 as broad as long 
(or if not then segment 7 narrower than segment 10).  
Subfamily Anaspidinae.  Genus Anaspis. ......................4 

 Larvae feeding in wood.  Adults often found on flowers in spring and early 
summer. 

 
 
 
  

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.0/uk/


   Creative Commons.  © Mike Hackston (2014) from Beck (1954) updated to current 

check list 
 
 

2 Head, viewed from the side, with the eyes placed some distance 
from the base of the head.  Body hairs coarse. ............................ 

 .......... Scraptia dubia 
 Isolated records in the southern half of England.  Very rare. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Head, viewed from the side with the eyes more or less at the back 

of the head.  Body hairs fine. ........................................................3 
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3 Surface sculpture fine and dense, particularly by the basal angles of the 
pronotum.  Pronotum not as broad compared to its length with the hind angles 
less distinct.  Colour paler. ...................................................................................... 

 .......... Scraptia testacea 
 England and Wales. 

 
 
 Surface sculpture coarser and less dense (check by the 

basal angles of the pronotum).  Pronotum broader compared 
to its length with the hind angles more distinct.  Colour 
darker. .................................................................................... 

 ........... Scraptia fuscula 
 Isolated records in the southern half of England and in Wales. 
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4 Segments 7-10 of the antennae as broad as long. ...............................................5 
 
 
 Segments 7-10 of the antennae longer than wide (except one species where 

segment 10 alone is as broad as long); segment 7 longer and narrower than 
segment 10. ..........................................................................................................8 
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5 Pronotum and elytra uniformly black.  Head black except at the front. .................6 
 
 
 
 Head and pronotum yellowish.  Elytra brown.  Underside of 

male abdomen as shown. ........................................................... 
 .......... Anaspis costai 
 England and Wales, northwards to Yorkshire.   
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6 None of the segments on the underside of the male abdomen with extensions.  
Pronotum with a very unclear surface sculpture.  Length 3.25-4 mm. .................... 

 .......... Anaspis melanostoma 
 Front tarsi distinctly broadened, the second segment somewhat longer and broader than the first.  This 

species is not listed in the checklist, but does appear in the NBN mapping site and is listed elsewhere as a 
rare Red Data Book species. 

 
 
 Some segments on the underside of the male abdomen with appendages.  

Pronotum with a distinct net-like microsculpture. ..................................................7 
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7 Underside of male abdomen and 
aedeagus as shown.  Length 3.25-4 
mm. ....................................................... 

 ........... Anaspis rufilabris 
 Widely distributed through the British Isles.  Often at 

hawthorn blossom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 Underside of male abdomen with the appendages shorter.  

Aedeagus as shown. .......................................................... 
 .......... Anaspis bohemica 
 Rare in Scotland. 
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8 Head and elytra yellowish. ....................................................................................9 
 
 
 
 Head black at the base; elytra mainly black. .......................................................11 
 Some forms of fasciata do not have black elytra 
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9 Segment 9 of the antennae only slightly narrowing near the base.  Elytra uniform 
in colour. ..............................................................................................................10 

 
 
 Segment 9 of antennae distinctly narrowing towards the base.  

Elytra each with a black spot and a varying amount of black at 
base and tip.  Male abdomen underneath with appendages as 
shown.  Males with the front tarsi enlarged and the middle 
tibiae internally doubly curved with the tip enlarged inwardly 
into a small prominence.  Length 2·75-3·75 mm. ...................... 

 .......... Anaspis maculata 
 Widely distributed throughout the British Isles.  Adults often found on hawthorn. 
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10 Last segment of the palps much broader at the tip.  
Last segment of the antennae not, or scarcely, 
longer than the preceding.  Front tarsi without 
modifications.  Middle tibiae doubly curved on their 
inner edge.  Underside of male abdomen with the 
appendages as shown.  Length 3-4 mm. ............... 

 .......... Anaspis thoracica 
 Widely distributed in England and Wales, its range just extending 

into southern Scotland.  Adults on blossom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 Last segment of the palps narrower at the tip.  Last segment of 

the antennae clearly longer than the preceding segment.  Front 
tarsi dilated.  Middle tibiae straight on their inner edge.  
Appendages underneath the male abdomen as shown. ............. 

 .......... Anaspis lurida 
 Widely distributed in England and Wales.  Adults on blossom. 
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11 Pronotum black.  Elytra evenly covered with hair. ...............................................12 
 
 
 Pronotum brown.  Elytra with finer hair around the suture.  

Appendages under the male abdomen as shown.  Length 
3.0-3.75 mm. ...................................................................... 

 .......... Anaspis regimbarti  
 Occasionally completely black.  Widely distributed in England and Wales; 

scattered records from Scotland.  Adults at blossom, particularly hawthorn. 
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12 Elytra each pointed at the tip. ..............................................................13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Elytra more rounded at the tip.  Appendages under the male 

abdomen as shown.  Each elytron with a brown patch towards the 
base and sometimes with the tip also brown (occasionally elytra 
completely black).  Length 2.75-3.5 mm. ........................................ 

 ........... Anaspis fasciata 
 Widely distributed in England and Wales.  Adults on blossom, particularly hawthorn. 
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13 Palps, base of the antennae and the front legs brown. .....14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Palps, base of the antennae and the front legs black (pronotum often dark 

brown).  Length 3-4 mm. ......................................................................................... 
 .......... Anaspis maculata  
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14 On the head, only the clypeus is brown. .............................................................15 
 
 
 The clypeus and part of head are brown. ...........................................................16 
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15 Smaller species, length 2.25-3.25 mm.  Antennae slightly 
thickened towards the tip; male with the last few segments 
before the tip as broad as long.  Appendages under the male 
abdomen as shown. ............................................................... 

 .......... Anaspis pulicaria  
 Widely distributed in England and Wales.  Adults on blossom, particularly 

hawthorn. 

 
 
 Larger species, length 3.25-4 mm.).  Antennae more thread-

like; male with the last few segments before the tip elongate.  
Appendages under the male abdomen as shown. ................. 

 .......... Anaspis garneysi 
 Widespread in England and Wales.  Adults on blossom, especially hawthorn.  One 

form occurs with the legs entirely black. 
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16 Segment 10 of antennae elongate.  Male front tarsi slender.  
Appendages under the male abdomen as shown.  Length 3.5-
3.75 mm. .................................................................................... 

 ........... Anaspis thoracica  
 A form recorded from the Highlands of Scotland.  Adults in fungus and on blossom. 

 
 
 
 
 Segment 10 of the antennae as long as wide.  

Male front tarsi broadening.  Appendages on the 
underside of the male abdomen as shown. ........ 

 .......... Anaspis frontalis  
 One form occurs with all the legs yellowish.  Widely distributed in 

the British Isles.  Adults on blossom, particularly hawthorn.  
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