
21-105 Pre-Calculus

Summer Academy for Math and Science 2007
Doherty A310, MTWRF 9:00-10:20 AM

Instructor: Mike Picollelli
TA: Tankut Dogrul

http://www.math.cmu.edu/∼mpicolle/precalc

From the course description for 21-105: “Review of basic concepts, logarithms, func-
tions and graphs, inequalities, polynomial functions, complex numbers, and trigonometric
functions and identities.”

The purpose of this course is to provide a review of the material necessary for studying
(and understanding) calculus, so the material presented will be chosen with an emphasis
given to topics that elucidate its fundamental concepts or serve as indispensable tools for
solving problems. No prior knowledge of calculus is assumed or necessary.

Course Text: Just-in-Time Algebra and Trigonometry: For Calculus, Third Edition
by Mueller and Brent.

Office Hours: TBA

Grading:

• Tests: There will be three tests given throughout the semester: two midterm exams,
and a cumulative final exam. The dates for the midterm exams are Friday, July 13, and
Friday, July 27, and the final exam will be on Thursday, August 9. The two midterms will
make up 20% of your grade each, and the final exam will make up 35%.

• Quizzes: There will be at least 5 and no more than 10 quizzes given throughout the
session (the actual number will depend on the rate at which material is covered). They will
make up 15% of the grade.

• Homework: There will tentatively be 10 homework assignments given, and home-
work will make up 10% of the grade. Due to the time constraints of summer session, late
assignments will not be accepted for credit, as solution keys will be available immediately
after the due date.

Academic Honesty: As academic honesty is of paramount importance, all work sub-
mitted must be your own, and violations will be dealt with in accordance with CMARC
policy. With respect to the homework, you may discuss the problems with other students,
but you are NOT permitted to see the pages other students are turning in. If you have any
questions about this, please discuss them with me!

Special Needs: Any student with a documented disability that requires accommoda-
tion is encouraged to contact me as soon as possible and by no later than the end of the first
week of class so that appropriate arrangements can be made.


