
Odd & Ends 
from the Shed

Tuesday 31 August 

Woman captures MenzShed!
There we were, at least a dozen blokes, and being quietly led like lambs to 
the slaughter by this attractive young woman. An hour later, and nearly 
everyone present had fallen for her blandishments and had volunteered to 
be a this, or a that, or a something to help run the MenzShed. Since none 
of us had any intention of volunteering when the session began, this was a 
wonderful achievement, and Ruth Collingham deserves praise for that.

W E L L I N G T O N

The other woman working hard at our meeting was 
Helen Young. Being the shortest person present 
Helen always get landed with the job of taking the 
minutes. Here’s part of what she wrote.

We need the support of the ‘sheddies’ to ensure that 
the Shed continues to function in an operational 
manner with projects managed etc. and commitments 
like fund raising to pay the rent is sustainable.
 
Ruth Collingham encouraged discussion around 
the type of sheddies we will find in the shed and 
how they all fit into the mix.  The following ‘types’ 
emerged! Participant - organiser - fixer - fun party 
animal - people motivators - group motivators - vi-
sionary - sales person
 
Discussion then progressed to ‘Why do we need to 
be organised?’

Survival, sustainability, growth and obligations were 
paramount. 
 
So we can continue enjoying having a Shed, where 
there is a place for everyone to meet and potter there 
are responsibilities to be carried out and as such 
it will be the ‘sheddies’ who will need to work as a 
team to ensure the Sheds survival.
 
There are many aspects to consider to ensure the 
viability of the Shed such as overseeing projects, 
external communications, purchasing materials, 
maintaining machinery etc down to providing the 
basic tea, coffee, toilet paper etc.
 
We were fortunate to have a show of hands by a few 
of the Sheddies to take up some of the more ‘stra-
tegic’ responsibilities, John Shrapnell, Jim Yates, 
Norman Kabak and Jim Baltaxe came to the fore.



Some of the responsibilities for these gents to discuss 
and put into action are varied and cover things such 
as:
Role descriptions and responsibilities - What we 
need from members, skills etc - Goals & strategies 
for the future - Seasonal projects - Types of member-
ship - Obligations - Links to National and Regional 
bodies.
 
As there are many aspects to ensuring the smooth 
operation of the Shed, we were also very fortunate 
on Thursday to have a show of interest in assisting 
(on a more casual basis) by the following Sheddies: 
Peter Aitcheson, Bill Flanagan, Don Matheson and 
Henry Hodge. 
 
We would be grateful for any other Sheddies who 
would like to offer their assistance also.

The Christmas Dilemma
Many of us will soon be worrying about what we 
should get for our granddaughters.  

Here’s one solution. Norman says we’ll be selling 
there as $100 each. Small girls, and even some a 
little taller girls, do love a rocking cradle. In fact this 
one is large enough  as a starter for a real baby.

Upcoming Job
The Community Garden people on Mount Victoria 
called in to see if we could together some raised gar-
den frames, similar that the one in our backyard.

I said that we could if they were able to provide and 

deliver the timber to us.  Apparently they can get 
macrocarpa planks around 50 x 200 milled at the 
Akatarawa Mill. They will also give us a sketch of 
the dimension required. Theoretically it should be a 
cut to length and nail together job.

No discussions so far on what we might charge but 
I’m sure others will come up with an appropriate 
number.

Incidentally our Silver beet looks as though it’s 
nearly ready for harvesting.

Database
Thank you to those of you who have returned my 
email about your contact details. We now have 60 
people registered as members of the Wellington 
MenzShed. However many have just given us their 
name and one form of contact it would be helpful to 
have more information so that we can make the Wel-
lington MenzShed the best in New Zealand.  

If you haven’ t filled in your details please do and it 
will make my job a lot easier.

Rogues Gallery
If you‘ve wondered why I’ve been wandering about 
with a camera, there are two reasons.

First I will start to pin up the pix I’ve taken of shed-
dies with their name so that we get to know each 
other a little better.  

Second, I have been putting the pix into the database 
so that it will make it easier for the committee to 
know who we’re talking about.

This Week
Our collection of Grumpies meet tomorrow, Wednes-
day 1-3ish to complain about the way of the world, 
work,  and women etc. Do come and join us and add 
your few cents worth.

Thursday is a workshop day 10-1ish. Lots to be 
done. Can we make room for both the draw saw and 
the table saw in the small room through the doors. 
That would keep down noise and dust in the main 
room. The Fire engine looks as though it’s getting 
close to a paint job. It would be a pity if it gets cov-
ered with dust.
All the best John 

shrapnell@clear.net.nz


