
BVSD Universal Screeners for Elementary Mathematics 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Do these assessments align with the Common Core? 

Yes.  However, please keep in mind that these screeners are intended to assess skills and concepts 

students should be arriving with in order to be successful so questions come from previous grades. 

Why do we need these if we just adopted Math Expressions? 

There are several answers to this question.   

These screeners will provide us with a consistent set of data points across grades k-2 through this 

transition.  We have no other district wide common assessment.  Even TCAP is going away in grades 

3-5 soon to be replaced by PARCC. 

Math Expressions does not come with universal screeners, which are an essential element in a high 

functioning RtI system. 

These Universal Screeners have been developed by BVSD teachers.  Literally dozens of people have 

had their hands in refining them over the past 6 years.  And the feedback of countless others can be 

seen in the questions.  They reflect our values of honoring student thinking, oral language 

development, conceptual development, and child-centered, contextualized assessment better than 

any other assessment collection that we have. 

Do they align with Math Expressions? 

Both Math Expressions and our Screeners align with the Common Core State Standards for 

Mathematics.    

Do we have to give them to all of our students? 

Yes, please.  We have found with many of our students that these assessments reveal surprises 

about students who we thought we knew.  For this reason we feel that it is very worthwhile.  Also, 

one of the defining characteristics of high quality Universal Screeners is that they have local norms.  

If we are leaving out certain students from the screening, our data will be skewed.   

Can anyone do these assessments, or does it have to be the teacher? 

There are a lot of demands on teachers’ time, and it is very tempting to hand these assessments off 

to an assistant or volunteer.  We ask that teachers conduct as many of the interviews as possible, in 

order to get the valuable information that can only come from listening to a student solve problems.  

If a teacher is planning to hand off a few of the assessments to someone else, we would encourage 

for them to hand off the highest performers.  Or, if a teacher already anticipates that they will need 

to do a more diagnostic assessment with the student, then they might also hand off that 

assessment, knowing that they will be getting more detailed information soon. 



How long do they take? 

The screeners take about 5 minutes on average. However, this depends largely upon the assessor.  

We encourage you to treat these assessments as screeners, and to not probe too deeply in a 

diagnostic manner.  It is also tempting to turn these interviews into a teaching opportunity.   It is 

usually prudent to avoid this temptation.  

 

 

 

  


