
  

Gender  ( traits):  Social distinction 

between masculinity & femininity, based 

on social norms 

 

Sex (traits):   Biological characteristics  

that distinguish males & females. 
 
        Intersex:  people who have sex traits 
                         of both sexes 
                 
   

 SEXUALITY 



 Sex as a biological & cultural issue 
 
    Sex & Biology:  Sex can be defined as 
   1.  biological distinction between males  
         & females 
         
 
   2.  activity that leads to sexual gratification 

        and possibly reproduction 

        

 
  
                 
   

 SEXUALITY 



  
   * Sex norms & practices vary 
 
 
   * Norms define who you can marry… 
 
      how many spouses you can have  
 
      expected to marry within your group 
      or outside of your group 
      
  
                 
   

 Sex as a cultural issue 



   1.  Colonial Era  
 
        -  Puritanical sexual attitudes…. sex only 
           for married couples & primarily for 
           reproduction 
 
       - 

  History of Sexual Attitudes 



    
     2.  1920’s era 
 
 
        -  Young people migrated from small towns 
             to the industrial cities…. away from 
             parental control & supervision 
 
       
 
 
         - “Roaring twenties”… 
        
         
       

   



    

     3.  1940 - 1950’s era 

 
        -  “Kinsey Report”  claimed that people 
             in U.S. were far less conventional  

   about sex, than popularly believed 
 
    
 
       4.  1960’s era 
 
        -  Sexual revolution : 
          
         
       

   



    
      5.  1970’s era 
 
        -  “Rise of Feminism”….   
 
 
 
             The Sexual Counter-revolution 
           * liberals supported feminism, but  
              conservatives were calling for a  
              return to “family values” 
                
        
         
       

   



    

       
      6.  Sexual Revolution today 
        -  “ Age of Viagra” …. allowing older   
              men to remain sexually active 

 
 
 
 
      
      

   



 Sexual Orientation:    refers to a   
  person’s pattern of romantic & emotional 
  or sexual attraction to another person  
    
 Heterosexuality -  attraction to the  
                               opposite sex 
 Homosexuality – attraction to the  
                             same sex 
Bisexuality -  attraction to both sexes 
     
Asexuality -  absence of sexual attraction 

 Sexual Orientation: 4 types ? 



   Social Construction of Sexuality 

    

    Gender - Sexual Identity:  a person’s sense  

     of being a male, female, both or neither…. 

     an inner sense of how one identifies 

      

 

   Gender expression: the ways in which a 

     person manifests masculinity, femininity, both 

    or neither through appearance, behavior, 

    dress, speech patterns, preferences, and more. 

      



   Sex / Gender Labels 

    

    Gay:  broadly refers to people attracted to  

      the same sex….. Specifically refers to a  

      man who is attracted to other men 

     

    Lesbian:  a woman who is attracted to  

      other women 

   

     Straight: heterosexual person…. who is  

     attracted to the opposite sex 

   

    Pansexual:  ( omnisexual): attracted to  

     people of all sex/genders  

       



   Sex / Gender Labels 

 

   Questioning:  someone who is unsure or 

   exploring their sexual identity or orientation 

 

   LGBTQ :  lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, 

                    questioning 

     

   Transgender :  a broad evolving category referring 

    to  appearing or behaving in ways that challenge 

    conventional norms of how males & females 

    should look or act. 

     



  SEXUAL ISSUES & CONTROVERSIES 

       

    Pornography:  words or images intended to 

     cause sexual arousal 

          

        



  Sexual Harassment:   unwanted comments, 

    gestures or physical contact  of a sexual 

    nature.       Two types: 

    quid pro quo harassment: “one thing for another” 

      

 

 

 

   “ subtle” harassment:   behavior that creates a 

hostile environment, whether intended or not.. 

       the “effect” can outweigh the “ intent” 

        



  

      Prostitution:  the selling of  

sexual  services 

       

        

            
 



     

     Teen Pregnancy:    Of all 

pregnant teens 

      - 17% have miscarriages 

      - 25% have abortions 

      - 58% keep their babies 
 
 

 

 Common problems of teen 

pregnancy 
 
                

         
        

             



   Abortion:  the intentional termination of 

      a pregnancy. 

 

      - ( 1.2 million) abortions each year in U.S., 

         representing one-fourth of all pregnancies 

 

     - 85% women are unmarried ; 50% are living 

      close to or below the poverty line 
        
        

  



    

 Sexually Transmitted Disease:  ( STD’s) 

    

   - CDC reports about 20 million new infections 

      each year 

 

   - 
  



     THEORIES OF SEXUALITY 
 

      FUNCTIONALISM:  controlling 

sexuality 

      is functional for our society 

 

       - Reproduction is essential for human  

          societies to survive 

 

       - Society must regulate & control who 

          reproduces with whom to maintain 

          social order 
  

  



    SYMBOLIC INTERACTIONISM: 
       
    - Sexuality and it’s meaning becomes socially   
       constructed within various parts of society 
 
   - Each group decides it’s own norms, beliefs, 
     and morality based upon consensus of what 
     they believe to be right or wrong 
    
    
         



 CONFLICT THEORY           

     

   - Focuses on how sexuality is linked to   

      social inequality by way of sexism 
 

      

                    Feminist theory:  sexuality plays a part 

      in men’s domination over women 

      

     - women become sexualized & objectified 

     
      
             
 
        

  

  



 

  Queer theory:  challenges the heterosexual 

   bias that exists in our society 

 

    Heterosexism:  a bias that treats 

heterosexuality as the norm and stigmatizes 

anyone who violates this norm as “queer” 

 

             

  

  



    POLITICS  OF  SEXUALITY 

     

      Conservative viewpoint: 
   
     * People should be guided by established 
      moral principles of right & wrong…. Not 
      by selfish desires 
 
 
   * Conventional norms should guide social 
      institutions like marriage & family 
         
   

       



    Conservative viewpoint: 
   
     Problems with sexuality: 
           -  abnormal sexuality 
           -  premarital sex & extramarital sex 
           -  abortion 
           - prostitution & pornography 
  -  teen pregnancy 

 
        Solutions:   Encourage two-parent,   
        heterosexual households, with active   
        involved parenting 
 
        - teach children traditional virtues and  
     personal responsibility in terms of sexuality 
 
 

       



  

     Liberal viewpoint 
         
   * Focus is on individual freedom and choice 
       when it comes to expressing sexuality 
     

  * Society needs more tolerance and acceptance 
     of differing viewpoints and lifestyles 
 
             …. Government  interference to 
              protect the rights of everyone 
 
   
          

       


