
Station #1
April Hill Park – Niebur homestead
The first homestead in Maplewood was located here. 
Francis and Caroline Nieber received a donation land 
grant of 320 acres in 1873.  Their claim was between what 
is now SW 55th and SW 65th and from SW Vermont one 
mile south.  Western settlers, of course, where not the first 
inhabitants – early settlers found Native American 
arrowheads near present day SW 51st and SW Vermont. 
The Niebur cabin was located up the hill from what is now 
called Woods Creek.  Later, their daughter and her 
husband built a farmhouse and barn west of the original 
cabin. 

Walk/bike/drive north on SW 60th 

At the west end of Miles Court, you will pass through what 
some Maplewood residents call The Snicket.  Neighbor 
Debbie Benke spearheaded the restoration of this path 
from an ivy-choked tunnel to a native plant oasis.  Across 
SW 60th, at the east end of the Nevada Ct. cul-de-sac, 
neighbors dedicated this stairway to the late Gordon 
Trapp.  Gordon was a dedicated community volunteer who 
convinced the City to leave this small, wooded area 
undeveloped.

Turn east on SW Texas

Station #2
200 feet east of SW 60th - Early water supply 
Look south and note the drainage that forms a low point in 
the topography.  Early settlers tapped this spring as a 
water source, as well as the creeks that bisect the area. 
This topography also reveals the area’s geologic history. 
You are standing on a fault and at the foot of a lava flow 
that poured out of Mt. Sylvania more than 5 million years 
ago.  

East on SW Texas to SW 55th, on to SW 53rd

 
Station #3
SW 55th and Texas Bus Stop
SW 53rd and Nevada – site of water tower
The bus stops in Maplewood show that neighborhood 
activism pays.  Back in the early to mid 1980s, Trimet 
decided to cut the Maplewood line from downtown 
because of low ridership.  The neighborhood association, 
then led by Bill Rector got Trimet’s and the City of 
Portland’s attention and secured an agreement for the 
Vermont line to come up through Maplewood. 
Maplewood has a representative on the Southwest 
Neighborhoods Inc. (SWNI) transportation committee and 
we continue to advocate for improved public 
transportation and pedestrian/bicycle safety in southwest 
Portland.

At SW 53rd St., look uphill to SW Nevada St.  This high 
spot was the site of the water tower that provided for 
residents’ domestic needs between 1911 and 1919. 
Maplewood Water Co. formed in 1911 and supplied the 
neighborhood’s water from a well drilled at SW 50th and 

Custer.  As the community grew, that supply was 
inadequate and Maplewood voters authorized a bond in 
1919 to connect to the City of Portland Bull Run water 
supply.  That water district was the oldest in Oregon when 
Maplewood annexed to Portland in 1964.

In 1911, a booster club secured gas, electric, and 
telephone service for Maplewood.  This club was also 
responsible for Maplewood getting its name.  Until the 
boosters planted maple trees throughout the 
neighborhood, this community was called Kusa. 

Proceed north on SW 53rd, west on SW Florida, north on 
SW 54th , east on SW Vermont to SW 52nd

Station #4
SW Vermont between 54th and 52nd
Laborers hired by dairyman J.P. Hoffman built this road to 
Hillsdale, originally called Hoffman Road, from wooden 
planks in the late 1880s.  More than 100 years later, 
transportation on SW Vermont is still not easy for non-
automobile travelers.  Vermont has been identified for 
pedestrian and bike improvements in various plans since 
the 1990s, but funding has never been secured.

Station #5
Hoffman Homestead
J.P. Hoffman bought this land in 1885 and built a 
successful dairy.  The home, located where SW 53rd would 
intersect Vermont, was continuously occupied by 
Hoffmans until at least 1976.  A large barn was located 
between SW 54th and SW 55th.  Chinese laborers lived in a 
log cabin near SW 55th and Texas.  In addition to building 
Hoffman Road, they cut down trees and burned them into 
charcoal in a pit located near SW 53rd and Texas. 

Hoffman house and barn, 1886, looking southwest from 
present day Vermont St. at about 52nd

Information in this walking guide comes from Maplewood 
Centennial 1875 – 1975, by Marjorie E. Hoffman.  Pictures 
reprinted with permission of Multnomah Historical Association.



Proceed south and uphill on SW 52nd

Station #6
Maplewood Elementary School
The first Maplewood school was built in 1912,  but a larger 
building was required only two years later.  The original 
one-room school was moved across SW 52nd (behind 
current West Hills Friends church) and was a community 
gathering place and preschool until it was demolished in 
2001.  Children were educated in Maplewood’s second 
school until 1954 when the building was razed, saving 
only the gymnasium, and the school we see today was 
built.

Cross school grounds to SW 51st and proceed to 
Maplewood Rd.

Station #7
Maplewood Rd. Greenway
Kids walked to school along Maplewood Road almost 100 
years ago and still do today. Some maps designate 
Maplewood Road a Safe Route to School, but on the 
ground, things look quite different.  Neighbor Ronda 
Zakocs and other volunteers periodically lead a Walking 
School Bus and we should credit Ronda’s activism for the 
upcoming Maplewood Greenway Project.  The City will 
widen and pave shoulders and improve drainage on 
Maplewood Road, making the route truly safer.

Proceed along Maplewood Road to the intersection of SW 
52nd and Custer

Station #8
52nd and Custer -- Maplewood Grocery 
The Maplewood Grocery and a post office operated on 
this site from 1911 through 1976.  The building still stands.

Station #9
Oregon Electric Railroad trestle
The Oregon Electric railroad came to Maplewood, 
then called Kusa, in 1908. The station was located 
on the south side of Maplewood Road.  Look left of 
the Maplewood Grocery store and notice a ridge 
between the present-day houses.  The Oregon 
Electric train tracks came down the curve of what is 
today Maplewood Road and crossed the ravine 
where Woods Creek flows on a wooden trestle.  This 
line was discontinued in the early 1930s.

Oregon Electric train from about present day Multnomah 
Blvd. looking northeast, second Maplewood School in 
background

Maplewood station, about 1915 

Oregon Electric trestle across Woods Creek, 1912 
and 1913


