
HEAVEN, a book by Randy Alcorn

Summarized by Erich Heidenreich from the Lutheran perspective

My children have asked me lots of questions about heaven, and I’ve given lots of 
erroneous answers.  Their questions ultimately made me realize how little I actually 
knew about heaven.  So, I began to wonder what Scripture actually tells us about our 
eternal home.  

I began searching for books by Lutherans about Heaven and was disappointed that I 
found nothing that did a thorough job of covering this important topic.  I ultimately 
decided to try reading the most popular modern book on the subject, HEAVEN, by 
Randy Alcorn.  

There are surprisingly few things in this book that we as Lutherans must disagree 
with.  In fact, as I often observe in honest thinking Christians, it seems to me that 
Randy Alcorn’s theology is headed in a decidedly Lutheran direction.

Remember in reading the following that virtually all of the thoughts are from Alcorn’s 
book.  I’ve tried to give credit throughout the following, but remember that unless I 
identify a thought as my own, it probably came from Alcorn’s book.

Also remember that much of this is speculative.  This is not meant to tell you what you 
MUST believe about Heaven.  Rather, it is supposed to provide you with a well 
informed imagination about what Heaven will be like.

Are you looking forward to heaven?  

Many people fear heaven.  Still more aren’t really looking forward to it.  Misconceptions 
make heaven seem quite foreign to us, and often downright boring - and even scary!  
Alcorn writes:  

“A pastor once confessed to me, ‘Whenever I think about heaven, it 
makes me depressed.  I’d rather just cease to exist when I die.’  

‘Why?’ I asked.  

‘I can’t stand the thought of that endless tedium.  To float around in the 
clouds with nothing to do but strum a harp . . . it’s all so terribly boring.  
Heaven doesn’t sound much better than Hell.  I’d rather be annihilated 
than spend eternity in a place like that.’

Where did this Bible-believing, seminary-educated pastor get such a 
view of Heaven?” 



Alcorn also quotes another author, John Eldredge, from the book THE JOURNEY OF 
DESIRE:

“Nearly every Christian I have spoken with has some idea that eternity is 
an unending church service. . . . We have settled on an image of the 
never-ending sing-along in the sky, one great hymn after another, forever 
and ever, amen.  And our heart sinks.  ‘Forever and ever?  That’s it?  
That’s the good news?’  And then we sigh and feel guilty that we are not 
more ‘spiritual.’  We lose heart, and we turn once more to the present to 
find what life we can.”

Alcorn notes that in THE ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN, Mark Twain 
portrays a similar view of heaven.  The Christian spinster Miss Watson takes a dim 
view of Huck’s fun-loving spirit.  According to Huck, 

“She went on and told me all about the good place.  She said all a body 
would have to do there was go around all day long with a harp and sing, 
forever and ever.  So I didn’t think much of it. . . . I asked her if she 
reckoned Tom Sawyer would go there, and she said, not by a 
considerable sight.  I was glad about that, because I wanted him and me 
to be together.”

Although most Americans believe in an “afterlife,” people believe quite a variety of 
things about eternity.  Alcorn writes: “A Barna spokesman said: ‘They’re cutting and 
pasting religious views from a variety of different sources - television, movies, 
conversations with their friends.’  The result is a highly subjective theology of the 
afterlife, disconnected from the biblical doctrine of Heaven.”

“Many Christians who’ve gone to church all their adult lives (especially 
those under fifty) can’t recall having heard a single sermon on Heaven.  
It’s occasionally mentioned, but rarely emphasized, and almost never is 
it developed as a topic.  We’re told how to get to Heaven, and that it’s a 
better destination than Hell, but we’re taught remarkably little about 
Heaven itself.”

This must please Satan, because “some of Satan’s favorite lies are about Heaven.  
Revelation 13:6 tells us the satanic beast ‘opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and 
to slander his name and his dwelling place’” . . . It must be maddening for him that 
we’re now entitled to the home he was kicked out of.  What better way for the devil and 
his demons to attack us than to whisper lies about the very place on which God tells 
us to set our hearts and minds?”

On page 161, Alcorn gives a comparative chart, the first column of which gives what 
people commonly and mistakenly assume about Heaven:  non-earth, unfamiliar, 
otherworldly, disembodied, foreign, leaving favorite things behind, no time and space, 



static, neither old (like Eden) or new and earthly, just strange and unknown, nothing to 
do, floating on clouds, no learning or discovery, instant and complete knowledge, 
boring, loss of desire, absence of the terrible (but presence of little we desire).

Then he spells out what he claims the Bible says about heaven:  new earth, familiar, 
earthly, resurrected (embodied), home (all the comforts of home with all the 
innovations of an infinitely creative God), retaining the good, finding the best ahead, 
time and space, dynamic, both old and new, a God to worship and serve, a universe 
to rule, purposeful work to accomplish, friends to enjoy, an eternity of learning and 
discovering, fascinating, continuous fulfillment of desire, presence of the wonderful 
(everything we desire, and nothing we don’t).

He spends most of the book making biblical arguments for these claims, and 
debunking the common misconceptions.  He also spends quite a bit of time 
answering the most common questions about heaven.  But one might ask, “Isn’t this 
all a bit too speculative?”  “Should we allow our imagination to entertain ideas not 
explicitly stated in Scripture?

Alcorn answers:  “We cannot anticipate or desire what we cannot imagine.  That’s why 
I believe God has given us glimpses of Heaven in the Bible - to fire up our imagination 
and kindle a desire for Heaven in our hearts.”  

Alcorn has collected and read over 150 books on Heaven.  He says that these books 
are notorious for saying we can’t know what Heaven is like.  In contrast, Alcorn says 
that “in order to get a picture of Heaven - which will one day be centered on the New 
Earth - you don’t need to look up at the clouds; you simply need to look around you 
and imagine what all this would be like without sin and death and suffering and 
corruption.”

He even makes a biblical argument that God encourages us to imagine what Heaven 
will be like, using verses such as Colossians 3:1, which reads: “Set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”

Later in the book, Alcorn returns to this subject when he quotes G. K. Chesterton from 
ORTHODOXY:

“The modern philosopher had told me again and again that I was in the 
right place, and I had still felt depressed even in acquiescence. . . . When 
I heard that I was in the wrong place . . . my soul sang for joy, like a bird 
in spring.  I knew now . . . why I could feel homesick at home.”

Alcorn writes:

“I like Chesterton’s picture of feeling homesick at home.  We can say, 
‘Heaven will be our eternal home,’ or ‘Earth will be our eternal home,’ but 
we shouldn’t say, ‘Heaven, not Earth, will be our eternal home,’ because 



the Heaven in which we’ll live will be centered on the New Earth.

“A Christian I met in passing once told me it troubled him that he really 
didn’t long for Heaven.  Instead, he yearned for an Earth that was like 
God meant it to be.  He didn’t desire a Heaven out there somewhere, but 
an Earth under his feet, where God was glorified.  He felt guilty and 
unspiritual for this desire. . . . In fact, the very place he’s always lodged for 
. . . is the place where he will live forever.

“To say ‘This world is not your home’ to a person who’s fully alive and 
alert to the wonders of the world is like throwing a bucket of water on 
kindling’s blaze.  We should fan the flames of that blaze to help it spread, 
not seek to put it out.  Otherwise we malign our God-given instinct to love 
the earthly home God made for us.  And we reduce ‘spirituality’ into a 
denial of art, culture, science, sports, education, and all else human.  
When we do this, we set ourselves up for hypocrisy - for we may pretend 
to disdain the world while sitting in church, but when we get in the car we 
turn on our favorite music and head home to barbecue with friends, 
watch a ball game, play golf, ride bikes, work in the garden, or curl up 
savoring a cup of coffee and  good book.”

The most important and comforting eye-opener I took away from reading this 
book is the fact that there is much good in the present Earth that will be part of 
our eternal paradise of Heaven - the New Earth.  Heaven is not as 
unimaginable as I once thought.

The Present Heaven

Before we talk more specifically about the New Heaven and Earth, let’s take a 
moment to examine what Alcorn refers to as the “intermediate Heaven.”  This is the 
place we go to when we die and live in until the resurrection when God will usher in 
the New Heaven and Earth.  We as Lutherans believe this is a conscious temporary 
existence, in which we enjoy the presence of God in Paradise.  Alcorn agrees.  But we 
typically believe there is little else we can imagine about what this intermediate 
heaven is like, except that it is certainly a real place!  Stephen saw it and told us a little 
about it right before going there himself.  

I think it is thoughts about this temporary existence outside our present earthly bodies 
that is the source of some of the misconceptions people have about our eternal 
resurrected existence.  It is confusing to us, because Scripture does refer to human 
beings talking and worshiping in Heaven prior to the resurrection of the dead.  And we 
know that Christ is there, and he has a physical body.  Christ said to the thief on the 
cross that he would be with Him that day in Paradise.  

In addition, the martyrs who are in the intermediate heaven are described as wearing 
clothes (Revelation 6:9-11).  Can disembodied spirits wear clothes?  Perhaps this is 



purely symbolic clothing, representing Christ’s righteousness.  But they also could be 
real clothes with this symbolic meaning.

Also remember the physical qualities described and experienced by John when he 
visited the present “intermediate” heaven, written in Revelation.  While there, he had a 
body with which to grasp, hold, eat, and taste things he was given there.  And he saw 
other people there.  To assume this is all figurative language is not demanded by the 
text, but rather a product of a presupposition that Heaven isn’t a physical place.

So, do we have some sort of spiritual bodies like angels in the “intermediate Heaven” 
while our earthly bodies sleep here on the present Earth? Or, do we have some sort 
of temporary physical bodies in the intermediate Heaven, comparable to the human-
appearing bodies that angels sometimes take on - yet distinct from our earthly 
bodies, which remain dead until the resurrection?  We cannot authoritatively answer 
these questions, but do not let this confuse us about our eternal resurrected life.   We 
do know we will have true earthly physical bodies in the eternal heaven.  Alcorn writes: 

“God does not change; he’s immutable.  But God clearly say that Heaven 
will change.  It will eventually be relocated to the New Earth (Revelation 
21:1). . . . The present, intermediate Heaven is in the angelic realm, 
distinctly separate from Earth (though as we’ll see, likely having more 
physical qualities than we might assume).  By contrast, the future 
Heaven will be in the human realm, on Earth.  Then the dwelling place of 
God will also be the dwelling place of humanity, in a resurrected 
universe . . . (Revelation 21:1-3).”

But back to the intermediate Heaven for a bit.  What more do we know about life there?  
Well, in Revelation 6:11 God answers questions the martyrs pose.  This shows that 
we will not know everything in this Heaven, because if we will they wouldn’t be asking 
questions!  So, there is learning in the present Heaven.

The martyrs also ask God a time-dependent question: “How long... until You judge the 
inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?”  God answers that they will have to 
“wait a little longer.”  This shows that there is certainly time in the present heaven.

It also appears from this exchange that the martyrs in Heaven know that God hasn’t 
yet brought judgment on their persecutors, which implies that they are at least to 
some extent aware of what is going on on earth.  This is further supported by the fact 
that in 1 Samuel 28:16-19, Samuel not only remembered what Saul had done before 
he died, he also was aware of what had happened since he died.  And how about this 
saying of Christ:  “There will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent . . . there is 
rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 
15:7 & 10).  We do not pray to the saints, but the saints no doubt are praying for us!

Alcorn makes an interesting point when he writes:  



“It’s also possible that even though joy would predominate in the present 
Heaven, there could be periodic sadness because there’s still so much 
evil and pain on earth. . . . We must also keep in mind that Revelation 
21:4, the verse most often quoted on the subject of sorrow in Heaven 
[‘...he will wipe every tear from their eyes’], refers specifically to the 
eternal Heaven, the New Earth. . . . though the present Heaven is a far 
happier place than Earth under the Curse, Scripture doesn’t state that 
there can be no sorrow there. . . . Happiness in Heaven is not based on 
ignorance, but on perspective. . . . those in the present Heaven are also 
looking forward to Christ’s return, their bodily resurrection, the final 
judgment, and the fashioning of the New Earth from the ruins of the old. . 
. . Meanwhile, we on this dying Earth can relax and rejoice for our loved 
ones who are in the presence of Christ.”

The New Earth

Now, just 75 pages into a 500 page book, Alcorn returns to the main subject he 
spends the rest of the book on:  our eternal dwelling place after the resurrection.  He 
makes the biblical case that the New Earth we look forward to inhabiting after the 
resurrection is, well, ...earthly!  He quotes Paul Marshall:  “Our destiny is an earthly 
one: a new earth, an earth redeemed and transfigured.  An earth reunited with heaven, 
but an earth nevertheless.”

Alcorn earlier made the point that we are to set our minds on Heaven.  The point is 
now made that “we can only hope for what we desire.”  And “we can only desire what 
we can imagine.”  So we should use our imaginations, informed by Scripture, to paint 
a picture for us of what Heaven is like.

“Abraham ‘was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God’ (Hebrews 11:10).  If he was looking forward 
to it, don’t you think he was imagining what it would be like?  Abraham’s 
descendants ‘were longing for a better country - a heavenly one’ 
(Hebrews 11:16).  And, as Christ’s followers, ‘we do not have an 
enduring city, but we are looking for the city that is to come’ (Hebrews 
13:14); ‘we are looking forward to the new heaven and new earth he has 
promised’ (2 Peter 3:13, NLT).”

So, let’s begin with what our resurrected bodies will be like.  We have a clue in the 
descriptions of Christ’s resurrected body.  But we need to use caution here.  Christ’s 
post-resurrection appearances are decidedly physical.  He is touched, he eats with 
the disciples, and so on.  But Christ also exhibits some supernatural abilities, such 
as materializing in a room with locked doors, and ascending into heaven.  We might 
enjoy these abilities as well, but not necessarily.  Remember that God is infinite, with 
infinite capabilities, but we will remain finite beings in Heaven.



“Though we know that Christ could do these things, we’re not explicitly 
told our resurrected bodies will be able to.  It may be that some aspects 
of his resurrection body are unique because of his divine nature. . . . 
Even if Christ’s resurrection body has capabilities that ours won’t, we 
know we’ll still be able to stretch the capacities of our perfected human 
bodies to their fullest, which will probably seem supernatural to us 
compared to what we’ve known.”

On the other hand, some people use 1 Corinthians 15:44 to argue against a physical 
body.  Paul writes that the body “is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.”  
Alcorn writes: “When Paul uses the term ‘spiritual body,’ he is not talking about a body 
made of spirit, or an incorporeal body - there is no such thing.  Body means corporeal: 
flesh and bones.  The word ‘spiritual’ here is an adjective describing body, not 
negating it.  From what Paul goes on to say in this context, we could assume that 
immortality is the spiritual nature of the new resurrected body.

Here is a beautiful statement from Paul regarding the resurrection from Romans 
8:17-23:

And if we are children, then we are heirs; heirs of God and joint-heirs 
with Christ; so that if we suffer with Him, we may also be glorified 
together.  For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the coming glory to be revealed in us. For the 
earnest expectation of the creation waits for the manifestation of the 
sons of God. For the creation was not willingly subjected to vanity, but 
because of Him who subjected it on hope that the creation itself also 
shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty 
of the children of God. And we know that the whole creation groans and 
travails in pain together until now. And not only so, but ourselves also, 
who have the firstfruit of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, awaiting adoption, the redemption of our body.

Not only we, but also the whole of creation itself will be resurrected from its corrupted 
state.  Does this mean that the second law of thermodynamics (“entropy” -  that all 
things tend toward deterioration and disorder) will cease to operate?  Some postulate 
that this law was a result of the fall.  Others believe that entropy was part of God’s 
original creation.  Walking, breathing, digestion, and solar heating of the earth all are 
good things that involve the law of entropy.  But the aspects of entropy that are related 
to death, decay, and deterioration are perversions of this law.  Alcorn writes:

“God made seasons, and I wouldn’t be surprised if in Eden the colors of 
autumn leaves were more brilliant than we see on the present Earth.  
This ’death’ of leaves in the fall could be part of a living tree’s beauty, not 
its curse.  Did leaves ever fall in Eden?  Once they fell, did they rot?  
Eventually wouldn’t the earth have been covered with leaves?  God made 
us to consume vegetation, which doesn’t involve harm or suffering.  Why 



shouldn’t he allow it to decompose through natural processes?  Did 
Adam and Eve step ankle deep in human and animal waste because it 
did not decay?  Was there no compost to enrich the garden?  Wine 
requires fermentation, a form of decay.  Did bread not rise?

“All of these natural processes could easily have been part of God’s 
original design.  What I believe was not part of his ideal world was the 
suffering and death of living creatures.  I see no evidence that suffering 
and death could be part of a world God called ‘very good.’

“I realize this raises inevitable objections.  Were there no carnivores 
before the fall? ...Did the lion ‘eat straw like the ox’ as we are told he will 
one day (Isaiah 11:7)? ...Could a lion have been capable of tearing apart 
other animals but have no desire to do so?  Could he be powerful, even 
with sharp teeth, without being a killer?  I think so.  There is a special 
beauty in great power that refrains from doing harm, as Jesus himself 
demonstrated.”

So far we’ve imagined the resurrected nature of our bodies, the earth, and other living 
creatures.  Now consider 1 Corinthians 3:11-15:

“For any other foundation can no one lay than that which is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. And if anyone builds on this foundation gold, silver, 
precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, each one’s work shall be revealed. 
For the Day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the 
fire shall try each one’s work as to what kind it is. If anyone’s work which 
he built remains, he shall receive a reward. If anyone’s work shall be 
burned up, he shall suffer loss. But he shall be saved, yet so as by fire.”

Alcorn comments:  

“If the components of our disintegrated bodies will endure the fire and be 
reassembled in resurrected bodies, what about the gold, silver, and 
costly stones of our works?  Paul appears to be saying more than just 
that we will be rewarded for what we did on Earth.  He appears to be 
saying that what we did on Earth will itself endure.  Does he mean that 
these things too will be resurrected?

...”Might certain works of art, literature, and music survive either literally 
(on the canvas and paper they were written on) or at least be re-created 
in Heaven?  Obviously we can’t be certain, but isn’t the idea consistent 
with what we’ve seen of the nature of resurrection?”

Makes you think, doesn’t it?

In another chapter, Alcorn brings in the prophecies of Isaiah60 and 65.  I won’t repeat 



the entire text here, hoping you’ll read them for yourself, but what do you think about 
this verse:  “They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit.”  Does this not apply to our eternal life on the New Earth?  People wonder if 
we’ll have houses of our own in Heaven.  I think we will!

Questions

Another question Alcorn examines is whether the Old Earth will be entirely destroyed, 
or rather renewed.  I won’t go into it here, but he favors the idea of the earth being 
refined through fire rather than being annihilated.  Alcorn repeats the words of John 
Piper that God did not create matter to throw it away.  He writes:  

“When Revelation 21:1 and 2 Peter 3:10 say that the present earth and 
heavens will ‘pass away,’ it does not mean that they go out of existence, 
but may mean that there will be such a change in them that their present 
condition passes away.  We might say, ‘the caterpillar passes away, and 
the butterfly emerges.’”

There is a parallel to the end of the world in the “destruction” of the earth in the time of 
Noah.  Read 2 Peter 3:6-7, which draws this parallel.

Common Questions about Heaven

How can millions of people all be with Jesus and receive personal attention?  Here, 
Alcorn makes a terrible error.  As a non-Lutheran he makes the mistake of saying that 
“In terms of his human body, Christ is in one location, and only one.”

As Lutherans, we have no problem with Christ being in Heaven at the right hand of 
God, and at the same time being at the altar in our church, feeding us His very body 
and blood in the Sacrament.  He is infinite, and therefore omnipresent (everywhere 
present, i.e. able to be in more than one place at a time).

But Alcorn does say: “I believe it’s entirely possible that Jesus could in the future 
remain a man while fully exercising the attributes of God, including, at least in some 
sense, omnipresence.”  The fact that Alcorn artificially limits this ability of our Lord to 
the future while denying it in the present reflects the sad contradictory state of non-
Lutheran theology.  I wonder if he even realizes the mental gymnastics this requires.

But I do agree with his ultimate answer to the question of Christ’s ability to give the 
personal attention of his presence to each of us in Heaven.  We still won’t be able to 
be everywhere.  We’ll still be finite creatures.  But He is God!  He can be everywhere at 
the same time!  He’s infinite!

What will worship in Heaven be like?  I think Alcorn makes another error here in 
saying that he doesn’t believe there will be churches in Heaven.  The church is the 
assembly of believers, and I certainly believe we will assemble.  And there’s no 



reason to believe we won’t assemble in a building.

But I do agree with this he writes:

“Will we always be on our faces at Christ’s feet, worshiping him?  No, 
because Scripture says we’ll be doing many other things - living in 
dwelling places, eating and drinking, reigning with Christ, and working 
for him.  Scripture depicts people standing, walking, traveling, in and out 
of the city, and gathering at feasts.  When doing all these things, we 
won’t be on our faces before Christ.  Nevertheless, all that we do will be 
an act of worship.  We’ll enjoy full and unbroken fellowship with Christ.  
At times, this will crescendo into greater heights of praise as we 
assemble with the multitudes who are also worshiping him.”

Certainly the divine service is a foretaste of this “crescendo.”  Perhaps Lutheran 
pastors who read this could help answer this question:  “Will we still eat and drink 
Christ’s body and blood in Heaven?”  I see no reason why not.

Will the good and glorious splendor of nations, past and present, be resurrected in 
heaven?  Alcorn claims this verse suggests something of the sort:  “The nations will 
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it.  On no day 
will its gates ever be shut. . . . The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into 
it.” (Revelation 21:24-26).

Alcorn also claims: 

“Culture won’t regress to Eden, where musical instruments hadn’t yet 
been invented or where metalworking and countless other skills hadn’t 
yet been developed (Genesis 4:20-22).  The fact that God mentions in 
Scripture these and other examples of technological progress suggests 
that he approved of the use of creativity and skills to develop society, 
even though people were hampered by the Curse.”

C. S. Lewis would agree, according to the story he tells in THE LAST BATTLE, in which 
the Lord Digory describes Heaven as “more like the real thing.”

“’Why!’ exclaimed Peter, ‘It’s England.  And that’s the house itself - 
Professor Kirk’s old home in the country where all our adventures 
began!’  

‘I thought that house had been destroyed,’ said Edmund.

‘So it was,’ said the Faun. ‘But you are now looking at the England within 
England, the real England just as this is the real Narnia.  And in that 
inner England no good thing is destroyed.’”



Will we miss the Old Earth?  No.

Is the New Jerusalem a real city?  Yes, I think so.  How much of its biblical description 
is figurative and how much is literal I don’t know.

Will there be space and time?  Where I once denied this, I now have no doubt of there 
will be space and time.  We are finite beings, and we require finite surroundings.  
Alcorn also gives lots of references where Scripture contains evidence of time in 
heaven.  My children worry about the scary nature of “forever.”  I think it has helped to 
let them know that there are beginnings and endings within eternity.  Life isn’t an 
“unending” existence in the scary sense of an unending vacation.  There will be one 
new adventure after another, each one having its own ending.

Will there be a sun and moon?  I think so.  The fact that “the city does not need the sun 
or the moon” for light (Rev. 21:23) does not mean that there isn’t a sun or moon.  
Other verses that seem to say there will no longer be a sun or moon can also be 
explained to include them.

Will there be oceans?  I believe so.  Alcorn explains what Revelation means when it 
says there will be “no longer any sea” (Rev. 21:1).

Will there be seasons?  I believe there will.  But there will no longer be pain or 
suffering because of them.  

Will we be ourselves?  Absolutely!  Our identities will be retained in Heaven.

Will we become angels?  No.

Will we have emotions, Yes!  But they will no longer be distorted by sin.

Will we have desires?  Yes, but none unholy.

What age and condition will we be in?  If we are to attempt to answer this question, we 
have to employ some healthy imagination.  St. Augustine proposed in THE CITY OF 
GOD:  

“[The body] shall be of that size which it either had attained or should 
have attained in the flower of its youth, and shall enjoy the beauty that 
arises from preserving symmetry and proportion in all its members . . . 
overgrown and emaciated persons need not fear that they shall be in 
heaven of such a figure as they would not be even in this world if they 
could help it.”

It appears racial identities will continue according to Revelation 7:9, and even the 
ability to speak in one’s native tongue.



We will certainly also still be male and female, even though the reproductive purposes 
of the two sexes will no longer be needed.  Jesus was and is fully male, physically 
and spiritually, yet he fathered no children.

What age will we be?  The consensus of theologians seems to be about 30.

Alister McGrath states:

“This issue caused the spilling of much theological ink, especially 
during the Middle Ages. . . . By the late thirteenth century, the church’s 
emerging consensus was this:  ‘As each person reaches their peak of 
perfection around the age of 30, they will be resurrected, as they would 
have appeared at that time - even if they never lived to reach that age.’”

Another theory Alcorn puts forth states that children who go to heaven will enjoy 
growing up in a sinless world.  Believing parents would thus have the joy of watching 
the children they lost on the old Earth grow up on the new Earth - and perhaps even 
have a meaningful role in their lives as they do so.  There are certainly passages of 
Scripture that talk about there being children in Heaven - Isaiah 11:6-9, for instance.

In THE GREAT DIVORCE, Lewis says of Heaven’s inhabitants: “No one in that 
company struck me as being of any particular age.  One gets glimpses, even in our 
country, of that which is ageless - heavy thought in the face of an infant, and frolic 
childhood in that of a very old man.”

Perhaps you’ll see your parents as older than others do, and they’ll see you as 
younger.  Perhaps we’ll all have the joy and other qualities of children, while enjoying 
the maturity and wisdom of grandparents.

Will we eat and drink?  Heavens, yes!

Experience hunger and digestion?  Why not?  Hunger which is satisfied is nothing 
evil.  Starving is!

Will we eat meat?  That’s a bit of a conundrum.  According the descriptions of Heaven, 
I wouldn’t think there will be any killing.  I don’t know, but the God who fed 5000 fish 
and bread could certainly feed us meat without killing anything!  

Will we drink coffee in Heaven?  Why not?

Will we be capable of sinning?  NO!  As Alcorn writes: “the inability to sin doesn’t 
inherently violate free will.  My inability to be God, an angel, a rabbit, or a flower is not a 
violation of my free will.  It’s the simple reality of my nature.”

Will there be temptations?  No.  What could there be in Heaven to tempt us?



Will we know everything?  No.

Will we learn things in Heaven?  Yes.

What if we don’t enjoy learning now?  You will in Heaven!

Will there be books in Heaven?  I think so!

Will we rest?  God did on the seventh day.  Why won’t we?  I believe rest is a very 
integral part of living in Heaven.

Will we work?  Yes.  And we’ll enjoy it.

Will we sleep?  Why not?

Will we have our own homes?  Why not?  Remember Isaiah 65:21 “They will build 
houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit.”

Will we welcome guests into our homes?  Alcorn relates that in Luke 16, 

“Jesus instructs his followers to use their earthly resources to gain 
friends by making a difference in their lives on Earth.  The reason?  ‘So 
that when it [life on Earth] is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings’ (v. 9).  . . . Because so many people mistakenly believe that 
Heaven won’t be earthlike, it never occurs to them to take this passage 
literally.  they think “eternal dwellings” is a general reference to Heaven.  
But surely Christ isn’t saying we’ll enter Heaven because we used our 
money wisely.  In the parable, the eternal dwellings are Heaven’s 
equivalent to the private homes that the shrewd servant could stay in on 
Earth.”

Will we remember our lives on the old Earth?  Yes, I see no reason why not, but I 
believe these memories will cause no pain or sorrow on the new Earth, because 
Christ will have wiped every tear from our eyes.

Will we recognize each other?  Certainly!  Why wouldn’t we?

Will there be marriage?  Jesus specifically states that men and women will not be 
married in Heaven.  Marriage on earth points to the real marriage that we will enjoy 
forever in Heaven.  That between Christ and his bride, the Church.  But don’t worry, if 
you never marry on Earth, you won’t feel that you’ve missed out on anything.

Here I will give an explanation Alcorn provided, originally written by C. S. Lewis in his 
book, MIRACLES, but provided here by me with a minor modification for younger 
audiences:  



I think our present outlook might be that of a small boy who, on being told 
that marriage involves the highest bodily pleasure should immediately 
ask whether you ate chocolates at the same time.  On receiving the 
answer “No,” he might regard baseness of chocolates as the chief 
characteristic of this pleasure.  In vain would you tell him that the reason 
why lovers don’t bother about chocolates is that they have something 
better to think of.  The boy knows chocolate: he does not know the 
positive thing that excludes it.  We are in the same position.  We know 
the married life; we do not know, except in glimpses, the other thing 
which, in Heaven, will leave no room for it.

If people we loved and cared for on Earth are in Hell, won’t that spoil Heaven?  No.  
Alcorn writes:

“We’ll never question God’s justice, wondering how he could send good 
people to Hell.  Rather, we’ll be overwhelmed with his grace, marveling 
at what he did to send bad people to Heaven.  (We’ll no longer have any 
illusion that fallen people are good without Christ.)  . . . What we loved in 
those who died without Christ was God’s beauty we once saw in them.  
When God forever withdraws from them, I think they’ll no longer bear his 
image and no longer reflect his beauty.  Although they will be the same 
people, without God they’ll be stripped of all the qualities we loved.  
Therefore, paradoxically, in a sense they will not be the people we 
loved.”

I have had a similar thought about those who go to Heaven that we didn’t particularly 
like here on Earth.  I believe that in Heaven, all the things we didn’t like about them will 
have been removed, or else the wrong thinking that caused us to dislike those things 
will have been removed from us.

Will we ever disagree in Heaven?  Alcorn suggests that we will.  He bases this on the 
truth that we will be finite.  I tend to disagree with his conclusion.  Yes, we’ll be finite in 
the sense of not knowing everything, but I think we’ll know when we don’t know 
something.  If we don’t know, we won’t make the error of thinking we do know.  No one 
will make claims he cannot support with the truth, and since the truth never 
contradicts itself, we’ll never disagree!  What do you think?

Will relationships with people be as important in Heaven as they are on Earth?  Alcorn 
opines:  “Any vision of the afterlife that doesn’t involve a society of human beings in 
meaningful relationship denies God’s decree that it isn’t good for human beings to be 
without others of their kind.  It also denies innumerable Scripture passages that 
clearly reveal human society on the New Earth (e.g., Revelation 21:24-26; 22:2).”

Will all people be equal?  Equal in worth, but different in gifts and performance.  “We 
live in a culture that worships equality, but we err when we reduce equality to 
sameness.  It’s illogical to assume everyone in Heaven will be able to compose a 



concerto with equal skill or be able to throw a ball as far as everyone else.  In a perfect 
world, Adam was bigger and stronger than Eve, and Eve had beauty, sensitivities, and 
abilities Adam didn’t.  In other words, diversity - not conformity - characterizes a perfect 
world.

Will we have privacy as individuals?  

“Scripture speaks of having our own individual dwelling places, which 
indicates privacy (Luke 16:9).  In the context of the New Earth, God says, 
‘To his servants he will give another name’ (Isaiah 65:15).  Similarly, 
Jesus says, ‘I will also give him a white stone with a new name written 
on it, known only to him who receives it’ (Revelation 2:17).  A name 
known only to the recipient and God is private, indicating God will relate 
to us as individuals, not just as one large group.”

In THE PROBLEM OF PAIN, C. S. Lewis asked, 

“What can be more a man’s own than this new name which even in 
eternity remains a secret between God and him?  And what shall we take 
this secrecy to mean?  Surely, that each of the redeemed shall forever 
know and praise some one aspect of the divine beauty better than any 
other creature can.  Why else were individuals created but that God, 
loving all infinitely, should love each differently?”

Will there be ownership?  Alcorn points out that God promised Daniel, “You will 
receive your allotted inheritance” (Daniel 12:13).  Does “allotted” in this sentence 
mean this same statement can apply to each of us?  What is Daniel’s is not 
necessarily mine.  I looked up the Greek, and what is translated here really just 
means “portion.”  I think the implication is that we will each receive a portion of the 
inheritance as our own special possession, even though as a group and perhaps 
also as individuals we shall in some sense inherit the entire universe.

Will we regain lost opportunities?  Without any biblical proof, Alcorn states: “I believe 
that once the Curse is lifted and death is forever reversed, we may live out many of the 
‘could have beans’ taken from us on this old Earth.”  I tend to agree to a point, as I 
believe we will be able to visit places we’ve always dreamed of going but never had 
the ability while on this Earth.  And they’ll be more beautiful and perfect than if we 
visited them on the fallen Earth.  The Earth will be resurrected as well, and will be at 
least as perfect as it was meant to be before the fall.

Will ancient cultures be resurrected on the New Earth?  Why not?

What about animals?  We they be resurrected?  I believe from Scripture’s descriptions 
of Heaven that there will be animals in Heaven.  But I have no idea whether or not the 
souls of particular animals (like our pets) will be resurrected.  Perhaps even 
dinosaurs will be in heaven in a “Jurassic Park” of sorts.  Humorist Will Rogers said: 



“If there are no dogs in heaven, the when I die I want to go where they went.”  This was 
the subject of one of my favorite Twilight Zone episodes.

Might some animals talk?  Satan talked through a serpent in Eden, and it didn’t sound 
like it was that miraculous from the recount of the story in Genesis.  God also opened 
the mouth of a donkey to speak to Balaam to verbalize her feelings.  In John’s vision of 
Heaven he says, “I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice” 
(Revelation 5:13).  “Every Creature” in the universe is said to sing and give praise to 
the Lamb (Revelation 5:13).  C. S. Lewis also gives us a creative glimpse of what the 
resurrected Earth might be line in THE MAGICIANS NEPHEW.  

Will Heaven be boring?  Here, Alcorn claims “We’ve succumbed to Satan’s strategies 
‘to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place’” (Revelation 
13:6).  

Describing the work that is to be done in Heaven, Alcorn claims “we’ll delegate 
specific responsibilities to those under our leadership (Luke 19:17-19).  But he also 
says the “people whose jobs depend upon aspects of our fallen world that will no 
longer exist on the New Earth - such as dentists (decay), police officers (crime), 
funeral directors (death), insurance salespeople (disability), and many others - will 
change their work in Heaven.”  I guess I’ll be out of a job!

Will there be sport and entertainment?  The apostle John speaks of trumpets and 
harps in Heaven.  Jesus sang with His disciples.  The 144,000 “who have been 
redeemed from the earth” sing a “new song” before God’s throne” (Revelation 14:2-3).  
We’ll certainly sing.  I suppose this might be entertaining, but it will at least be 
liturgical!

Will we laugh?  Reportedly, Martin Luther said: “If you’re not allowed to laugh in 
heaven, I don’t want to be there.”  Well, in Luke 6:21, Jesus himself says: “Blessed 
are you who weep now, for you will laugh.”  Have no worries, Martin!  Alcorn writes: 
“The only laughter that won’t have a place in Heaven is the sort that late-night 
comedians often engage in - laughter that mocks troubled people, makes light of 
human suffering, or glorifies immorality.

Can there be thrills without risk?  Good without bad?  It is wrong to think there can be 
no good without bad.  God said Earth was “very good” before there was sin or 
anything bad (Genesis 1:31).  The Bible says there will be no more evil or suffering in 
heaven.  But it does not say there will be no more challenges.  Alcorn writes:  

“Adam and Eve couldn’t die [before the fall], but couldn’t they skin their 
knees?  God didn’t originally create bodies without nerve endings, did he?  
Perhaps they could fall, do minor damage, and then heal quickly.  We’re 
told that on the New Earth there will be no more death, crying, or pain 
(Revelation 21:4).  But we’re also talk, ‘The leaves of the tree are for the 
healing of the nations’ (Revelation 22:2).  No one will suffer and die on the 



New Earth, but this passage suggests that there might be enough minor 
damage to require healing.”

Will our dreams be fulfilled and missed opportunities regained?  Here I will provide a 
lengthy quote I find very comforting:

“Many people believe this life is all there is.  Their philosophy?  ‘You only 
go around once on this earth, so grab for whatever you can.’

“If you’re a child of God, you do not just ‘go around once’ on Earth.  You 
don’t get just one earthly life.  You get another - one far better and without 
end.  You’ll inhabit the New Earth!  You’ll live with the God you cherish 
and the people you love as an undying person on an undying Earth.  
Those who go to Hell are the ones who go around only once on this 
Earth.

“We use the term ‘eternal life’ without thinking what it means.  Life is an 
earthly existence in which we work, rest, play, and relate to each other in 
ways that include the cultivation and enjoyment of culture.  Yet we have 
redefined eternal life to mean an off-Earth existence stripped of the 
defining properties of what we know life to be.  Eternal life will be 
enjoying forever what life on Earth is at its finest moments, what it was 
intended to be.  Since in Heaven we’ll finally experience life at its best, it 
would be more accurate to call our present existence the ‘beforelife’ 
rather than what follows the ‘afterlife.’”

Joni Eareckson Tada writes from her wheelchair, “I haven’t been cheated out of being 
a complete person - I’m just going through a forty -year delay.”    Alcorn writes:  

“When we’re young, we dream of becoming astronauts, professional 
athletes, or great musicians.  As we get older, our dreams shrink and 
‘realism’ sinks in: We’ll never be able to fulfill most of our dreams.  The 
death of idealism robs us of our youthfulness and vitality.  We become 
cynical and lose the sense of awe and wonder our dreams once infused 
us with. . . . Perhaps that’s part of what it means to become like a little 
child and why childlikeness is necessary for Heaven.  Children aren’t 
disillusioned, hopeless, and cynical. . . . For the Christian, death is not 
the end of adventure but a doorway from a world where dreams and 
adventures shrink, to a world where dreams and adventures forever 
expand.”

“In keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, 
the home of righteousness” (2 Peter 3:13).

Will the entire universe (stars, galaxies, etc.) be resurrected?  God promises to make 
not only a New Earth but also “new heavens” (Isaiah 65:1; 66:22; 2 Peter 3:13).  The 



Greek and Hebrew Words translated “heavens” include the stars and planets and 
what we call outer space.

One of the final comments Alcorn makes is that: 

“Recognizing our future life on a resurrected Earth can help empower us 
to stick with a difficult marriage, to persevere in the hard task of caring 
for an ailing parent or child, or to stay with a demanding job.  Moses 
stayed faithful to God because ‘he was looking ahead to his reward’ 
(Hebrews 11:26). . . . When we realize the pleasures that await us in 
God’s presence, we can forgo lesser pleasures now. . . . To be Heaven-
oriented is to be goal-oriented in the best sense.  Paul says ‘But one 
thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 
heavenward in Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 3:13-14).”

I will end with a quote Alcorn gives us from C. S. Lewis from THE SCREWTAPE 
LETTERS:

“Never forget that when we are dealing with any pleasure in its healthy 
and normal and satisfying form, we are, in a sense, on the Enemy’s 
ground.  I know we have won many a soul through pleasure.  All the 
same, it is His invention, not ours.  He made the pleasures:  all our 
research so far has not enabled us to produce one.  All we can do is to 
encourage the humans to take the pleasures which our Enemy has 
produced, at times, or in ways, or in degrees, which He has forbidden.  
Hence we always try to work away from the natural condition of any 
pleasure to that in which it is least natural, least redolent of its Maker, 
and least pleasurable.  An ever increasing craving for an ever 
diminishing pleasure is the formula.”

THE END (i.e. THE BEGINNING)

Erich Heidenreich
January 28, 2008


