
Class 6 
Emotions 





Two systems: 
 
Cognitive system and 
lymbic system 



You drive me crazy, 
I can’t just sleep 
I’m too excited 
I’m in too deep 





I see a tree 
I eat grass 

End of track 







What’s the ancient role played by emotions? 
 
Planning for the future. 
 
 
Emotions are transient and fast, shorter than we 
may expect 
 
It’s valid both for good and bad emotions 





Experiment with professors: 
 
- Asked how happy they would be for a tenure track 
- People think that getting a tenure increases happiness for a long 

time, while not getting it determines misery for ever 
- Results: people adapt pretty soon 



Hedonic treadmill 





One very important property of emotions: they take over 
 



Sexual arousal 

Effect of arousal on: 
 
- Sexual preferences 
- Willingness to take risks 
- Willingness to act immorally 

 
 

Questions about risk: 
 
- Use of condom 
 
Questions about immoral activity: 
 
- What you are disposed to have sex 

 



Cold condition 

People in front of a laptop answer questions about: 
 
- How likely are you of kissing 
- Having sex with a person you hate 
- Very strange and bad things, like contact with animals and so on and so 

for 
 



Test group (hot condition) 



When we deal with predictions of our future self, we suffer an intra-empathy 
gap. 
We are not so good in determining our behaviour under emotions. 
 
 







Trolley problem 



The consequentialist way of looking at the trolley problem tells us that  
 
6 persons > 1 person 
 
 
But emotionally speaking, it may be that  
 
1 person > 6 persons 





Explanation of the graph 

Proximity 
 
Possibility of identifying a problem 
or a tragedy with a person you might 
know 







Experiment with charity and donations 

Two groups:  
 
- One group is presented with information about starvation in Africa and 

about the project of a Ngo 
 

- Second group:  
 
 

People are willing to donate twice as much 



Second setting 

In presenting the story of Rokia, it is said that money will go not only to her but to 
all people starving. What happens? 
 
 

Adding statistics to the equation reduces the emotional content 



Condition 1: 
Child is selected randomly, after the 
donation is secured 

Condition 2: 
Child is selected before donation 

People are more likely to donate in the second case 





Why do spammers write down letters full of mistakes? 
 



When does one overpower the other? 
When do we get useful information from each of them? 







Probability of a flight accident with at least 1 victim 

1 on 5.4 milions 

With a bad rated airline company 

1 on 159.119 

Probability of dying slippering on a soap outside the shower 

1 on 2.232 

Probability of dying smoking 10 cigarettes per day 

1 on 200 

Probability that a meteorite hits the roof of your house 

1 on 182.138.880.000.000  

Probability of dating  a top-model 

1 on 88000 

Probability of dying in a year from now for an accidente with any kind of 
transport 

1 on 77 





Availability heuristics 



Death of car accidents if 400 times more likely than death from a terrorist 
attack 

The lack of control and randomness increases our fear of terrorism 



End of the course! 
 
Be creative, have fun, put effort and be 
rigorous 
 
Future imitates the past 
 
Salt March started with 7 people 


