
Draft Minutes 

Lisgar School Council 

October 4, 2016 

 

Attendees: 

Tracey Pearson, (Co-Chair 2016/2017)  
Phillip Rennison, (Co-Chair 2016/2017) 
 
Patsy Agard, Principal 
Matt Gagnier, Vice Principal 
Alison Perry, Teacher representative 
 

Council Members: 

See Attached Attendance Sheet 

Time Title Presenter 
7:00 pm Call to order and Approval of 

Agenda 
Tracey Pearson/Phillip Rennison 

Confirmation of emails and instructions to those who were not in attendance at the previous 
meeting to add themselves to the email list if they so desire. 
 
Peter moved and Margaret seconded the approval of the agenda. 
 
7:04 pm Approval of Minutes Tracey Pearson/Phillip Rennison 
Kathy moved and Margaret seconded the approval of minutes from the last meeting. 
 
7:05 pm Student Council Report Jonathan Chen/Gabriel Sher 
Day of Orange – commemoration of the residential schools and their victims. Students explain the 
story behind the day. It was successful.  
 
Student Council Elections - Speeches on the Monday after thanksgiving, October 17. The voting will 
be on the same day. Calendar says the 12th, but that is going to be moved.  
 
On October 28, Freak Factor is going to happen. It is a carnival/obstacle course. It replaces the 
Halloween Dance because “Lisgar does not tend to like dances”. Dances tend to have low turn-out.  
 
Lisgar Leadership initiative is on  October 14th, for Grade 9s by Grade 12s, but it is not affiliated with 
Student Council. It is a good opportunity to bond with other classmates and meet new people 
 



Fundraising through lisgar shirts/hoodies will begin in November. Hoping to get sales for Xmas. 
Forms will hopefully be online. There is a logo contest open to all students. 
 
7:16 pm Guest Student Speaker Co-Chairs of the Lisgar Rainbow Alliance  
Discussion of Gender Identity. Including materials and support at Lisgar and in the school board. 
Question regarding what the next step could be. The guideline provided by the school board is an 
excellent starting point. Possible work towards a new gym class in addition to the classes for male 
and female for students who would be interested. This would be particularly useful for grade 9 
where gym is mandatory. Awareness is on the rise. Email to be included in the minutes. 
 
7:31 pm Teacher’s Report Alison Perry/Tobi Hunt-McCoy 
Still need help with the musical.  
 
7:32 pm Principal’s and VP’s report Patsy Agard, Principal/Matt Gagnier, VP 
Gym is fully functioning. Many teams are up and running.  
 
PD day on Friday. Monday Thanksgiving. 
 
October 14th is Bonding Night. Cost is $2.  
 
October 18, Link Crew running October fair. Very successful in first year last year. Cost is either $1 
(or $2 – presently undetermined) or a canned food. More information coming.  
 
EQAO results.  

Math results: applied results are below average. Looking more closely it is only 11 students so 
statistics may be skewed. Academic results are 90% at or above Provincial level. More 
information on the renewed math strategy. Perhaps plan a math night to review the strategy. 
The approach has changed to more discussion oriented. Some discussion about the fact that 
the Grade 9s are entering from other streams and other schools. However, the test is done 
after the students have completed their first math class at Lisgar, therefore our approach is 
still meaningfully reflected. This is an area to focus on.  

 
Literacy results: performed very well. Some students are piloting the online version. If 
successful, they would not have to do it in March, but if they are not, they will still be able 
to do the test in March. There is no breakdown for the gifted students. They fall within the 
academic group. Likely unable to unpack the gifted students from the results because they 
are distinguished by the final code and that is not considered in the breakdown.  
 
Detailed report is on the website for EQAO. There is an increase in work with the schools 
that feed into Lisgar, particularly in Math. Grade 8 engagement is one of the things that will 
be reviewed in the renewed math strategy. These numbers relate to last year’s grade 9s, 
therefore this year’s grade 10s.  

 
Regarding university enrollment. Recently had a series of presentations for the grade 12s. Still 
looking for information on changing tuition. 



 
October 11 is photo retake day.  
 
Regarding Man-Up, Dan Case and VP working on it this year. This is an initiative to end violence 
against women. 
 
Progress reports will be issued October 13. This is not a report card, it is a quick snapshot. No mark, 
overall progress and may not correlate to marks. It is based on learning skills. Parent-Teacher 
interview information will be provided at that time. The interviews will take place on October 20th 

from 3:30 to 7:30 pm. Booking can take place on-line. Some discussion regarding protocols to keep 
the schedule on time. 
 
School has 90% email list for parents now. This is the desired form of communication. 
 
Letters of concern, per se  , do not exist anymore but the progress report serves the same function. 
 
8:04 pm Committee Reports Phillip Rennison 

● Ottawa Carleton Assembly of School Councils (OCASC) - Phillip Rennison 
First meeting has taken place. Mandate read out. Webpage contains the agenda. 
Representatives from each School Council gather to deal with the board for issues that are 
broader than one school. They are seeking $35 in membership fees. Next month will be 
seeking to have that put into the budget. Advised to look at the multi-year planning on the 
OCDSB website. 
 

Parent Conference 2016  and School Council Training Day  
This year the OCDSB will be incorporating the School Council Training Day into the 

Parent Conference. The conference is held in partnership with the Parent Involvement 
Committee (PIC) and the Ottawa-Carleton Assembly of School Councils (OCASC).  Mark 

your calendar for Saturday, November 19th, 2016 from 8:30 am to 12:30 am at Viscount 
Alexander Elementary School.  There will be workshops on a wide range of topics, including 

school council finances, well-being, learning, and more.  A full agenda will be released in 
October. Everyone is welcome and the session is free. We will be asking for all to register in 

advance to help us with our planning   
  

● Secondary School Committee (SSC) – John Higgins 
The group has yet to meet. First meeting in two weeks.  
 

● Special Education Advisory Committee (SEAC) – Kathy M/Juliann Castell 
No report. Meeting on October 17 th.  
 

● Zone 10 – Eugene Derenyi 
Nothing to report.  



 

8:13 pm New and Other Business Tracey Pearson/Phillip Rennison 
Take your kids to work day - November 2 and awards ceremony that afternoon.  
 
Memorial Day - Grade 10s will be going to National Ceremony on November 11 
 
Fundraising - In the past Alumni assumed that role. There is no formal link between the school, 
school population and the alumni. If a liaison with alumni occurs and we have a representative, 
would like a presentation. The concern is directing fundraising with no contact for needs. Need to 
focus on the needs of the school and that can’t happen without a line of contact. One of the reasons 
school councils don’t do fundraising is because the kids do it indirectly when they come home and 
ask for money by program. The Alumni generally raise the money and then ask the school what is 
needed. Examples are provided and the next major plan is to redo the library. Much of the money 
raised is earmarked for scholarships. The redo of the library is based on recommendations from staff 
and parents. Previous alumni funding went to renovations for the gym. Discussion regarding 
fundraising. Discuss the possibility of creating a fundraising sub-committee. Volunteer to spearhead 
the creation of a Fundraising sub-committee: Juliann to participate but can’t lead due to time 
commitments. Can set up a table at parent interview night to get a list of people interested in 
participating in fundraising. One of the school needs would be an innovation hallway. Phillip will 
craft an introductory email and it will be distributed to all parents.  
 
Webmaster – requested to get the council members updated. Gloria needs to be consulted first. 
Some contact emails unmonitored.  
 
School Council Annual Report - Unclear if last year’s council report was completed. If it exists, it 
has been requested to be posted on the webpage. 
 
Treasurer – request for report for next meeting.  
 
Communications - Request that the website be clearer. Even finding this meeting was difficult. 
Promise from VP that the website will be upgraded shortly. Plan is for major upgrade after 
thanksgiving weekend. This would also subsequently include student announcements.  
 
Outings – request to find out total cost of trips for aggregate payment. That is very difficult as it 
varies by class and opportunity. Board is looking at paying on-line as an option.  
 
8:53 Adjournment  
Phillip moved to adjourn and Juliann seconded.  
 

Next Meeting: November 1 st, 2016 at 7:00 pm in the library 

  



Present:     

Margaret Adamson Pamela Howson 

Patsy Agard Maria Hunter 

Peter Anderson Rita Karir 

Li Li Kathy Momtahan 

Tammy Lipskie Edward Chen 

Marisa Casagrande Tracey Pearson 

Juliann Castell Alison  Perry 

Bill Chandler Phillip Rennison 

Sophie Chen Norva Samuel 

Eugene Derenyi Marc Seguin 

Brenda Flight Minh Q. Trinh 

Matt Gagnier John  Higgins 

Lorne Goldstein   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

     



     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 


