
Hope in Life 
 

1 Peter 2:9 ESV –  
But you are a chosen race,  
 A royal priesthood,  
 A holy nation,  
  A people for his own possession,  

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. 
 

– A few weeks ago we looked into Peter’s urging to live lives in hope. 

– That is to say – always remembering that we have a living hope and that we will one day live 

eternally in that wonderful life that is, at this time, our hope. 
 

– Last week we considered Peter’s description of Living Stones. 

– Stones of Hope – us. 

– How does one describe a person who follows Christ? 

– The Living Stone 
 

– I want to talk more about that description as it relates to today’s discussion. 
 

– How does hope play out in our lives? 
 

– Like what – should lives infused with hope – look? 
 

– How do we live our lives so that our hope is apparent to those among whom we live? 

– Maybe we could say it this way 

– How is the hope in our lives to be discovered by those among whom we live? 
 

– To quote Peter, how do we proclaim the excellencies of him who called us out of darkness into his 

marvelous light – with our lives? 
 

– He has already shown us how we might do that with words. 

– But what kind of lives are we to live so that the glory and wonder of our hope is evident to those 

who do not have this hope? 
 

– To get a clear picture of that, we need to know who it is we are. 

– Well, who they were, – Peter’s audience – which will help us to understand who we are. 
 

– We need to know a few things about this description we just read that we didn’t discuss last week. 
 

– Those words come from the Old Testament 

– They are a description of the people of Israel. 
 

– Well what does that have to do with these people? 

– They obviously were not Israelites, so why did Peter use these words to describe them? 
 

– Jews were defined by a few things 

– Sacred places – like the Temple 

– Sacred times – like the Sabbath and Passover 

– Sacred foods – both the acceptable and that which was not 

– Sacred actions – like circumcision or the clothes they wore. 

– All outlined in their sacred text 

– The old testament 

– The Law 
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– Since the time of Moses if you were born as a Jew then you lived with and under these rules all your 

life. 

– If you didn’t you were either cast out of Israel or eliminated. 

– If a person not born into the nation of Israel wanted to worship the true God he took on these sacred 

things. 

– He obeyed the Law and became a part of the people of Israel 
 

– Obeying the words of the Law is what defined the people of Israel 

– And when you were a part of the people of Israel you were a part of the people of God. 
 

– You could tell the ones who worshiped Yahweh easily by physical signs. 

– The Temple, observance of the Sabbath, the food they ate, circumcision. 

– Which is also what defined Israel 
 

– I belabor this point on purpose 
 

– Before Christ to be a person of God was to be an Israelite. 

– To be a person of Israel was to be a person of God  

– They were inescapably linked. 
 

– But no more! 
 

– Now, as Peter has said, we are a spiritual house  
 

– The writer to the Hebrews said there is not any longer any sacrifice for sin under the old system … 
 

Hebrews 10:14 ESV – For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are 
being sanctified. 

 

– We are not set apart – sanctified – by sacred places, times, foods or actions. 

– By being Israelites 

– We are, as Peter said in the introduction to this letter, elect according to the foreknowledge of God 

the Father, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit to obey Jesus Christ which we can do because of his 

suffering and resurrection. 
 

– Which is why Peter, after giving the wonderful description we first read, goes on to say 
 

1 Peter 2:10 ESV –  
Once you were not a people,  
   But now you are God's people;  
Once you had not received mercy,  
   But now you have received mercy. 

 

– We now enjoy the hope that all our brothers and sisters who believed before Jesus came enjoyed. 

– But without being Israelites. 
 

– The problem, though, is that from Moses until John the Baptist, it was pretty easy to show the world 

you believed. 

– You went to the sacred places, observed the sacred times, ate only the sacred food, partook in the 

sacred actions. 

– Now those rules don’t apply. 

– Those visuals aren’t used. 
 

– So how do priests of a spiritual house show that spiritual house to those who are not God’s people? 

– How do we show hope in – with – our lives? 
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– Forget trying to show hope 

– How do we live with hope in our lives?! 

– What does the Christian life look like? 
 

1 Peter 2:11 ESV – Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions 
of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. 

 

– Step one – don’t live like that anymore. 
 

– But let’s back up a bit 
 

– What is a sojourner? 

– One who is living temporarily somewhere. 

– Peter is reminding them of the first of the four foundations of Christian living 

– Set your hope fully on the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 

– Can I just say this is hard to grasp. 
 

– This is the only place we have ever lived. 

– And it’s temporary? 
 

– We had dinner with our little Sophie and her mom Sammy Thursday. 

– Samantha told us about a fellow student  

– The girl is obviously oriental 

– She’s an international student 

– From Denmark. 

– Sammy started to talk with her and she speaks perfect American English. 

– No accent at all. 

– The girl was used to the confused look so she launched right into the explanation. 

– “I was born in China but adopted by Americans who moved to Denmark and raised me there.” 
 

– Can I ask you – where is home for that girl? 

– Where does she say she is from? 
 

– The number of American missionaries who birth and raise children on the mission field provides 

another illustration. 

– I have met children who were born in, and raised in, a country that they were assured was not their 

home. 
 

– This is how we are to think of everything in this world. 

– We were born again to a country that is not “here”. 

– Our Father is God 

– And one day he will take us to our new home 

– A home we have never seen 

– But that is ours by birthright. 
 

– We know – our living hope is – that our existence here is a temporary situation which will be 

swallowed up in a perfect future. 
 

– No matter how great or poor a life any person has in this world, it is temporary. 

– If your life is wonderful remember that it will end. 

– And compared to what awaits us – this life is nothing! 

– You will leave this earth. 

– Death or rapture will occur for all of us – those are our only options for leaving this rock. 
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– Is your life a constant flow of trouble? 

– Remember that it will end. 

– All evil will be done away with. 

– God … will dwell with us, … He will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and death shall be 

no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore (Rev 21:4) 
 

– I know this life can be hard. 

– Very, very hard 

– But God loves you. 

– If you are His you will live forever in glorious, wonderful, bliss. 

– This world is only a temporary abode. 
 

– Which brings us to the word exile. 
 

– We talked a lot about this last week and we are pretty sure that Peter was writing to Christians who 

were forced from their homes by the Roman government to live as exiles in another land. 
 

– But it’s obvious Peter has now moved the discussion along to spiritual things. 

– Why is he still using the word exile? 
 

– I think to point out a truth that they understood all too well 

– Exiles most always live in an environment hostile to them. 
 

– You see we have now begun to consider the body of Peter’s letter 

– Where he gives life instructions  

– And a basic understanding of life for all Christians, is to understand that we live in an environment 

hostile to Christianity. 
 

– America had always been a nation of religious freedom. 

– One that protected the church 

– We have lived in a bubble at which most of our brothers and sisters in Christ around the world could 

only wonder. 
 

– But since about World War II our country has been drifting away from Christian belief. 

– I personally think the infiltration of Hollywood via television is the main vehicle, but regardless 

the change is obvious to all. 

– In the last ten years we have seen a dramatic shift away from support of the church of Jesus Christ 

– In the last two years the attacks have been constant and the hostility is palpable. 
 

– America is no longer a Christian nation. 
 

– And those who hate Christianity would like to obliterate the church 

– Us. 
 

– Why? 

– We’re nice people! 

– People who call themselves Christians are the ones who started most of the hospitals in this 

country. 

– The vast majority of the orphanages of the world have always been run by Christians. 

– In the past schools were most all run by Christians 

– Often in the church building 

– All but a handful of the major universities of this country were started by Christians  
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– So why, with all these things – and so many others – that believers have done and still do, do they 

want to wipe out the church? 
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2 Corinthians 2:15-16b ESV – For we are the aroma of Christ to God among those who are 
being saved  

and among those who are perishing, (16)  
to one a fragrance from death to death,  

to the other a fragrance from life to life.   
 

– Paul says that wonderful aroma of Christ that we feel when we gather together 

– The songs 

– The fellowship 

– The learning 

– The caring 

– The Spirit of the Living God 

– Some of those among whom we live experience as a stench “from death to death”. 
 

– They are reminded that their lives are dead and useless and – remember the scriptures say they have 

eternity written on their hearts – they know they are headed to eternal death. 
 

– Every time we “proclaim the excellences” of God they are reminded that they have no part in the 

people of God 

– And rather than face that and turn to join us they strike out and try to erase the reminder of truth – of 

the futility of their lives and the hopelessness of their eternity. 

– They strike out at us. 
 

– And the first practical thing Peter wants to send our way? 

– Well, his hearers way but then to us 
 

► “Abstain from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul”. 
 

– Before we can show hope – and there is great benefit in doing so – we have to stop showing death. 
 

– But there is more to it, Peter says, than even our witness. 
 

– It is difficult to tell if Peter uses “soul” to mean the total person or just our spiritual nature. 

– But it seems clear that, since this is the practical section of the letter, he probably means the totality 

of who we are. 
 

– Pursuing “the passions of the flesh” is detrimental to us in every aspect of our lives. 

– Of course it damages our spiritual lives 

– But also our fellowship 

– Our witness 

– Even our bodies. 
 

– Peter will return to the subject of the passions of the flesh later and, in another sermon, so shall we. 
 

– But right now I’d like to go back to that first word 
 

► Beloved 
 

– Beloved 

– Not just loved but Beloved 
 

Let me give you some of the Collins World English Dictionary meanings for the prefix “be” 

 to surround completely; cover on all sides 

 to affect completely  

 to consider as or cause to be 
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 to provide or cover with 
 

– Beloved 
 

– When a child born in another country struggles to determine their identity they are greatly aided by 

knowing they are surrounded and affected completely by love. 

– If they consider themselves provided and covered with love which has caused them to be loving, 

they will, with their parents, look forward to that day when they will first see their true home. 

– And be more than ready to leave the only home they have ever known. 
 

– We are loved, beyond our ability to express, by our God. 

– Do we long for that day when we will finally be home? 

– Are we ready to leave this home? 
 

– Well then, Peter has another thing to say to his hearers in regard to being sojourners and exiles. 
 

1 Peter 2:12 ESV – Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they 
speak against you as evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of 
visitation. 

 

► When 

– Well, it was a long run in America. 

– We didn’t get spoken of as evildoers for most of the last two hundred and fifty years. 

– But in case you haven’t noticed people like Richard Dawkins have no problem vilifying Christians 

with some vigor. 

– To Dawkins religious believers are inhabitants of "suckerdom," and religious beliefs are the product 

of "malignant infection." 
 

– Want to know how that should play out in society, as far as he is concerned? 

– Here’s an example 

– "Society, for no reason than I can discern, accepts that parents must have an automatic right to 

bring their children up with particular religious opinions and can withdraw them from say, 

biology classes that teach evolution." 

– He says that children should be taken away from Christian parents and placed in homes where they 

will be taught what he believes. 
 

– How about this quote 

– “I say quite deliberately that the Christian religion, as organized in its churches, has been and still is 

the principal enemy of moral progress in the world”.   Bertrand Russell 
 

– That’s a little different that we see it, isn’t it? 
 

– Al Stefanelli, American Atheists’ Georgia State Director, sees Christians as “dangerous, damaging 

and disingenuous”.    

– He says many Christians are “sociopaths,” “psychopaths” or simply “delusional”. 
 

– What should be our response to these blatant lies? 

– To these vicious verbal attacks? 
 

► “Keep your conduct honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see...” 
 

– You want those who do not believe to see? 

– Conduct yourself honorably. 
 

– They will see your good deeds and glorify God. 
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– But see what? 

– The truth 

– To see Christ 

– In us 

– In our good deeds 
 

– There is an old saying “Tell everyone you meet of Christ and, if you must, use words.” 

– Of course we know that Christ cannot be defined completely without words. 

– But the love of Christ can be shown in our good deeds. 

– Enough to silence those who speak against us as evildoers. 
 

– What do we do when they rail against us? 

– Same thing we’ve always done 

– Our good deeds. 
 

► Some, at least, may see and glorify God on the day of visitation. 
 

– And, what day is that? 

– Well, Peter has been quite strenuous in his lauding of our living hope so, it could mean that. 

– Jewish writers often referred to the final work of God as the “day of visitation”. 

– But those who will join us in praise of God then will have been visited by Him at an earlier time. 

– That time when they were born again. 
 

– I think Peter meant both. 

– God will use our good deeds to draw some to him. 

– And we get to see them glorify God! 

– Now, and at the revelation of Jesus Christ 

– Pretty cool. 
 

– After this Peter goes into some very specific details of what constitutes good deeds. 

– How were they to interact with government, work, and family. 

– We’ll consider that in another talk 
 

– For now I’d like to skip that and go to the end of this section where Peter puts a nice cap on living as 

those with hope. 
 

1 Peter 3:8 ESV – Finally, all of you,  
have unity of mind,  
  sympathy,  
    brotherly love,  
  a tender heart, and  
a humble mind. 

 

– These are inner convictions that inevitably will result in actions that we might just call “good deeds”. 

– When we are thinking about how to live as people for whom living hope is a reality, this can be quite 

a beneficial checklist. 

– Especially when you consider the helpful structure Peter used. 
 

– We are supposed to be building a house together. 

► Unity of mind is indispensable 

– Are we all following the same plans? 

– Is what we’re doing or saying really going to build unity in this spiritual house? 

– If not – don’t do it! 
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► And humility in mind is a prerequisite to unity. 

– When we think too much of ourselves we won’t be thinking much of others. 

– Remember, none of us got here because of any great thing in us. 

– No mere human being has anything in them that makes them worthy of God. 

– Nothing but the blood of Jesus Christ makes us worthy of the love of God. 
 

► Are you sympathetic to other people’s pain? 

– Have you ever burned your hand ever so slightly? 

– Maybe spill hot coffee on it when you’re half awake in the morning? 

– All day long if you get near heat with that hand you feel it. 

– This is your body telling you “be careful!” 

– “This part is hurting” 

– We describe this extreme sensation of feeling as being tender 

– Are you sympathetic to other people’s pain? 

► You will be if you have a tender heart 

– A deep concern for the welfare of others. 

– “Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends” Jesus said. 

– If you have a tender heart you will care for your brothers and sisters in Christ that much. 

– You will have sympathy 
 

► And this is all a definition of brotherly love. 

 

– The first part in living as those who have hope is loving others who have hope. 

– This familial love is also the demonstration that the world needs to see to know we belong to Jesus. 

– Did he not say “By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another”? 

– Yes he did. 

– Our good deeds that we do one for another characterize the hope that is in us. 
 

– Compare them to the five earlier points Peter made when he was describing them as living stones. 
 

1 Peter 2:1 ESV – So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all 
slander. 

 

– What a contrast! 
 

– But the point I want to make here is that they – and we – have to put away these things. 

– It is the natural state of humanity to express these horrid traits. 

 

– Peter’s original audience were exiled as sojourners among people who expressed malice, deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy and slander. 

– Sound like anything we experience? 

– They ought to have brotherly love for us but no! – they treat us like dirt! 

– So how should we get back at them? 
 

1 Peter 3:9 ESV – Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the contrary, bless, 
for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 

 

– Oh sure Peter – thanks! 

– It’s a lot more fun to hit back! 

– It’s the natural thing to do. 

– But that wouldn’t produce a blessing. 
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– My sister CJ ran a daycare years ago and she had this kid that was constant trouble 

– He was always taking things from other kids 

– Getting in fights with them 

– Ruining whatever they were doing 

– One day this kid runs up to her crying out “Teacher, teacher he did wrong” pointing at another little 

boy. 

– So of course she says “what happened?” 

– “He hit me back!” 
 

– They see nothing wrong with hitting us! 

– But heaven forbid that we should hit them back!! 
 

– And heaven does forbid that we hit them back. 

– They are right. 

– Christians should not act like that. 

– When they do something evil 

– We should do something good 

– When they speak against us – revile us 

– We need to pronounce blessing 
 

– If they through garbage in our yard we should mow their lawn. 

– If they tell vicious lies about us we need to remind them God sent His Son to die for them. 

– That they are, in fact, loved. 
 

► We were called to do this, Peter said. 

– That is to say we are put into circumstances where people do evil to us and revile us on purpose! 

– God purposefully put is in a situation where evil would be done to us or, maybe and, people 

would rake us over the coals. 

– God wants us in the position that we are, in fact, in. 

– So that we can bless. 
 

– We don’t need to lament America’s decline 

– We can bless in this circumstance! 

– And God promises that we will, in return, obtain a blessing. 
 

– It will work. 

– Scripture says so. 
 

– Yeah, I know, sounds unlikely. 

– They were probably thinking the same thing when Peter’s letter was first read. 
 

– So Peter, good old Peter, he wraps this thing up by mining the wisdom of the Old Testament and 

pours this blessing out on them. 
 

1 Peter 3:10-12 ESV – For "Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his 
tongue from evil and his lips from speaking deceit; (11) let him turn away from evil and do 
good; let him seek peace and pursue it.  (12) For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
and his ears are open to their prayer.  But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

 

– We love life 

– We want to see good days here in America once again. 

– It’s not hard 

– Don’t say evil things 
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– Don’t lie or deceive 

– Turn your back on evil 

– And do good 

– Seek peace 

– That’s Jewish Shalom  

– Not just the absence of discord but a life of active pursuit of harmony with those around 

us. 

– God is watching 

– He will listen to us as we pray for America to return to Him 

– The blessings we give well return to us far greater than that which we poured out. 

– And those who do evil against us? 

– We needn’t worry about them 

– God is against them 

– What they’re doing will not ultimately succeed. 
 

► Conclusion 
 

– We live lives infused with living hope. 

– We will one day be brought into a perfect new creation 

– Once we were no one 

– Now we are God’s people 
 

– America, no matter how much we love it, is not our home. 

– We are exiles sojourning here waiting for that day when our living hope will be realized. 
 

– So we abstain from those passions of the flesh, which wage war against our souls. 

– We keep our conduct honorable 

– They can speak against us all they want 

– Our good deeds will silence their foolish talk. 

– And maybe even lead some of them to glorify God as they join us in building this spiritual house. 
 

– We show brotherly love 

– With humble minds working in unity 

– With tender hearts that exude sympathy 
 

– We put away the malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander that they pour out on us. 

– We do not return evil for evil 

– We do not revile when they berate us. 

– On the contrary we bless. 
 

– The Lord is watching us. 

– In fact He allowed these things just so that we could bless  

– He listens to our prayers 

– And He will pour out blessing on us that far exceeds all we can hope and think. 


